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Maine  has  a  blind  merchant  in 
Miles  Thompson  of  New  Harbor,  who 
conducts  a  general  store.  For  25 
years  he  has  been  denied  the  light  of 
day  but  his  outlook  on  life  is  optimis- 
tic. Although  in  his  68th  year  Mr. 
Thompson  has  always  a  cheery  word 
for  his  customers,  delights  to  engage 
them  in  conversation  and  loves  to 
enter  into  discusions  of  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  He  keeps  informed 
of  the  happenings  of  the  day  by  hav- 
ing his  friends  read  to  him.  He  is 
obliged  to  rely  upon  his  customers  to 
tell  the  denominations  of  the  bills 
but  very  few  have  taken  advantage 
of  his  misfortune  to  defraud  him. 
His-'  wife  died  about  20  years  ago 
and  he  lives  alone,  doing  his  own 
housework,  building  fires  and  cook- 
ing food  and  doing  other  housework. 
The  store  is  the  rendezvous  of  fish- 
ermen during  the  winter  and  of  tour- 
ists in  summer. 
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That  in  the  case  of  the  Maine  Insti- 
tution for,Jhe  Blind  the  board  of  direc- 
tors shallDe'WIW^S'hized  as  to  pro- 
vide for  not  less  than  six  nor  more 
than  10  directors,  one-half  of  whom 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  gorernor 
with  the  advice  and  eonsenK^Sf  tin 
council  for  over-lapping  tejgms;  such 
appointment  shall  be  nonpartisan. 

That  none  of  the  officers  or  employ- 
es of  any  charitable  institution,  organ- 
ization or  association  who  receives  a 
salary  either  directly  or  indirectly  shall 
be  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers, 
trustees  or  directors. 


JVUfplyq.  iqit. 


CRAFFAM'S  CASE 
FULL  OF  PATO)) 

Hearing  on  Resolve  to*Recom- 

pense  Poland  Man  for  Loss 

of  Eyesight. 


AUGUSTA,  -Me.,  March  9  (Special). 
—•Many  Lewiston  Journal  readers  will 
remember  the  pitiful  case  of  Ernest 
T.  Graffara  of  Poland,  who  lost  his 
eye-sight  while  working:  on  a  State 
road  near  his  home. 

He  was  some  400  or  500  feet— around 
a  bend  in  the  road — from  where  the 
superintendent  drilled  a  boulder,  in- 
serted a  stick  of  dynamite,  and  ex- 
ploded  it.  A  flying  bit  of  rock  struck 
him  squarely  in  his  one  good  eye — the 
[sight  of  the  other  had  been  destroyed 
when  he  was  nine  yais  old — and  he 
is  now  totally  blind.  He  entered  a 
civil  suit,  at  a  recent  session  of  the 
supreme  court;  but  it  was  ruled  that 
I  he  had  no  remedy  at  law,  for  he  was 
an  employe  of  the  highway  dep 
ment — and  the  highway  department 
cannot  be  s-ued.  It  was  all  perfectly 
fair  and  obvious  from  a  legal  stand- 
point—but this  didn't  help  Ernest 
Gfr&ffam. 

On  Thursday  a  resolve  granting  him 
recompense  was  argued  before  the 
committee  on  claims  by  Attorney 
William  A.  Connellan  of  Portland, 
and  Judge  Robert  J.  Curran  of  I 
iston.  The  attitude  of  the  committee 
was  sympathetic,  and  It  seems  alto- 
gether probable  that  the  State  will 
do  something.  Whether  he  is  given  a 
lump  sum— tlu»  resolve  mentioned  $5,- 
000—  or  a  yearly  pension  is  to  be  de- 
cided. A.  H.  Ricker  of  Poland,  the 
principal  proponent,  thought  a  IZ'M 
pension  adequate,  and  made  a  very 
strong  appeal. 

Graffam,  his  eyes  covered  by  blue 
glasses,  aroused  pity.  Ho  receives  a 
pension  for  thebUndj^y^tbslmt  that 
isn't  a  wholeToTiorafull  grown 
man  io  live  on,  and.  besides,  he  can't 
depend  on  its  continuance. 


The  members  of  the  Blindmfin'a 
cluii  connected  with  the  MkUne  In.s>*». 
tut  ion  for  tin  Blind  have  been  invitid 
by  the  m  lnnifiinimJi.iBt  rf"i"'--  theatre 
to  be  the  gnests  o!  the  theatre  next 
Prida>  e\  ening,  May  25. 


"Portla.woL,   M«/.>  jWtrvcS- 


Jvqv,  i,    I3«   lilt. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Fraternal  Soeietj  for  the  Blind  \viH| 
take  place  at  Preble  cJ*u|Jl'l  io<!ay. 
There  will  be  an  entertainment  in  the 
BVenmg  Of  special  interest,  which  has 
been  in  preparation  for  some  time. 


PortlavucL,  )Aey,    &>}nrg>SS. 
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CONCbHI  hUHBLimT 
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Th&aiHual 


A  GREAT  SUCCESS 

concert  for  the  benefit  of  tbs 


MalnelFratemal  Association  for  theBJJjul, 
took  place  last  evening  at  Frye  ball,  tn«r« 
being  a  good  attendance.  The  artista 
were  of  an  unusually  high  order  of  merit, 
including  the  Harvard  quartet,  tho  Udell 
instrumental  trio,  Mr.  Walter  B.  Moor*, 
contralto,  and  Miss  Bethina  Hutching  read- 
er. Mown.  Eustls  and  Kennedy  of  ths 
quartet  rendered  solos,  which  were  entan- 
slantically  received  and  the  singing  cf 
Mrs.  Moore  was,  as  It  always  Is,  of  a  moat 
pleasing  nature. 

Miss  Florence  Libby  served  roost  a.<H 
epptably  as  accompanist  for  the  soloists 
and  the  quarter,  Miss  Hutching  gav»  mv- 
eral  humorous  selections  and  was  repeat- 
edly  encored. 

The  entire  concert  was  a  distinguished; 
success,  as  the  events  that  have  been  glv* 
en  In  former  years  under  the  same  auspices 
always  have  been.  Its  concert  reflects 
great  credit  upon  the  efficient  committee, 
consisting  of  W.  B.  Trask,  U.  S.  Lyons 
and  William  J.  Ryan. 


J-vCvA^    |b-    I°M1- 


BLINDASS'N.      Q     r 

OSES  OFFICERS 

At  the  meeting  of  Maine  Fraternal 
Association  for  the  Blind,  held  in  Port- 
land this  week,  the  following  offici  - 
were  chosen  for  the  coming  term:  Presi- 
dent, W.  J.  Ryan,  Portland;  first  vice 
president,  U.  S.  Lyons,  Portland;  second 
vice  president,  George  R.  Scates,  Acton; 
secretary,  C.  E.  Debeck,  Portland;  treas- 
urer, C.  L.  Cotton,  Brownfield;  sergeant 
at  arms,  F.  G.  Baker,  Gardiner.  Mem- 
bers of  the  executive  board:  William 
Bissett,  Portland;  Willis  E.  Trask,  Port- 
land; William  Lynch,  Portland;  George 
McGibny,  Portland.  For  members  of 
permanent  entertainment  committee:  tV. 
J.  Ryan,  Portland;  W.  E.  Trask,  Port- 
land;  U.   S.   Lyons,  Portland. 

An  address  was  delivered  by  Willis 
B.  Hall,  Esq.,  of  Portland,  who  made 
remarks  upon  the  present  war.  The 
association  voted  to  purchase  a  Liberty 
bond.  An  excellent  program  was  ren- 
dered which  included  musical  and  liter- 
ary   numbers. 


BALDWIN 
IS  ASKED 
TO  RESIGN 

Supt.     Institution     For 
Blind  Makes  State- 
ment on  Action 
Five  Trustees 


It  will  be  •»  great  sur|>ri«e  to  Port- 
land people  and  many  Maine  people  to 
learn  that  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind,  at*a 
meeting  hH<+  nrt'Mmy^jl,  after  a  session 
which  is  reported  to  have  been  some- 
what "stormy"  voted  to  ask  the  resig- 
nation of  Superintendent  Millard  W. 
Baldwin,  who  has  been  the  superinten- 
dent of  that  institution  for  six  years. 
This  action  was  due,  so  it  is  reported, 
to  "apparent  friction"  between  the  su- 
perintendent and  some  of  the  workers 
in   the   institution. 

Not  all  of  the  directors  attended  this 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors. 
There  are  ten  directors  in  all  and  at 
the  meeting  May  31  there  were  only 
five  present.  These  were  Hon.  Charles 
H.  Randall,  who  has  been  president  for 
four  years  of  the  boacd;  Willis  B. 
Hall,  formerly  of  Caliban  and  now  of 
Portland;  Alice  E.  Jrones,  a  former 
matron  at  the  institution;  Frank 
Baker  of  Qardiner^ippointed  by  the 
Governor  less  than  a  year  ago,  and  J. 
Calvin  Knapp  of  South  Portland,  a 
former  superintendent  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  who  is  reported  to  be  a  can- 
didate for  the  position  to  succeed  Mr. 
Baldwin.  The  directors  who  were  not 
present  at  the  meeting  on  May  31 
were  Beecher  Putnam  of  Houlton;  C. 
H.  Bassford  of  Brewer:  Harriet  Bark- 
er of  Portland;  Sewall  C.  Ripley  of 
Portland,  and  J.  Putnam  Stevens  of 
Portland.  Thr  vote  to  ask  Mr.  Bald- 
win for  his  resignation  was  nut  unani- 
mous. .\ir.  Randall  vigorously  pro- 
tested againsl  it,  so  it  is  reported,  but 
was  out  voted  by  the  others. 

SHOWS  COPIES  OF  LETTERS. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  asked  by  a  report- 
er or  The  Press  yesterday  if  he  had 
to  resign  by  the  board  of 
directors  and  turned  over  to  the  re- 
porter copies  of  letters  he  had  received 
which  he  said  explained  themselves. 


The  first  of  these  letters  was  from 
Willis  P.  Hall  who  acted  as  clerk  of 
cue  board.      It  was  as  follows: 

Portland.  May  31. 
her  Baldwin:  That  was  some 
session.  It  was  not  long  but— Tlu 
action  of  the  board  you  will  note  from 
the  accompanying  record,  or  rather 
copy  of  record,  and  the  original  I  will 
keep  for  a  bit  before  sending  it  in  I 
have  been  fearing  this  for  some  time 
tut  the  gap  seems  to  widen  instead  of 
closing  up  and  culminated  today  This 
is  by  way  of  suggestion  that  perhui^ 
you  would  want  lo  return  a  written 
resignation  of  your  own  without  hav- 
ing this  go  on  record  and  hence  the 
copy  and  not  the  original. 

Last  fall  matters  began  to  come  to 
me  very  harshly  and  I  tried  my  best 
to  smooth  them  over.  At  that  time 
you  and  Ryan  were  at  pretty  si, 
swords  points.  I  did  pull  him  off  his 
horse  for  a  toime  and  he  said  he  would 
try  to  meet  you  half  way  and  I  thij 
there  was  a  change  in  his  attitude  It 
has  been  sort  of  h— 1  for  some  of  the 
directors  for  a  long  time  and  I  assure 
you  it  has  caused  me  many  an  anxious 
moment.  It  was  nothing  to  talk  about 
but  I  hoped  the  thing  would  iron  itself 
out  this  summer,  but  it  seems  to  be 
not  so.  I  am  very  sorry,  but  I  hope  it 
will  not  militate  against  your  well  be- 
ing too  much.  You  told  me  in  Augus- 
ta you  had  had  in  mind  to  take  some 
office  or  job,  I  do  not  remember  what, 
and  I  hope  it  may  be  open  to  you. 
Sincerely  yours, 
T     ,        ,       '•:  Willis  B.  Hall. 

Inclosed  in  this  letter  was  the  follow- 
ing: 

t>         ,,      ,   „  Ma>'  31<  1918. 

Kecord  of  Executive  session  of  the 
rectors  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 

WAS   LONG   DISCUSSION. 

All  members  present  at  the  onen 
meeting  were  present  at  the  executive 
session,  Superintendent  Baldwin  re- 
tiring. The  president  appointed  Willis 
B.  Hall  clerk  pro  tern.  Much  discussion 
was  carried  on  concerning  the  appar- 
ent friction  between  the  workers  and 
the  superintendent.  On  motion  duly 
made  and  seconded,  it  was  voted  that 
the  present  superintendent  be  re- 
quested to  send  in  his  resignation  to 
take  effect  at  the  end  of  the  present 
term.  Voted  to  adjourn.  A  true  record. 

The  record  or  copy  of  the  record 
was  not  signed. 

Superintendent  Baldwin  told  The 
Press  reporter  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  resign.  -The  directors  have  voted 
to  dispense  with  my  services  and  have 
discharged  me.  I  have  nothing  to  con- 
ceal from  the  public,  whose  institu- 
tion this  is,  and  no  reason  to  make 
the  road  for  those  who  have  taken 
I  this  action  smoother  than  it  is.  or  to 
|  endeavor  to  camouflage  their  action. 
My  record  as  superintendent  speaks 
for  itself.  When  I  went  to  the  institu- 
tion six  years  ago  its  condition  was 
very  bad  in  every  way.  The  business 
management  was  poor.  The  workroom 
was    filled    with    unsalable   stock. 

There  were  left  in  the  workroom 
250  mattresses,  which  were  unsalable 
on  account  of  mouse  holes  and  stains, 
about  350  dozen  brooms  which  were 
unmarketable  and  a  quantity  of  raw 
material  so  decayed  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  use  it  in  the  manufacture 
of  salable  goods. 


mess  concerns  had  no  confi- 
dence in  it  and  orders  were  few  and 
bard  to  get  for  the  goods  the  blind 
workers  were  producing,  The  blind 
people  who  made  these  goods  were 
either  not  being  paid  at  all  or  were 
being  paid  very  little.  The  institution 
was  not  doing  good  work.  I  think  it 
was  a  great  disappointment  to  many 
connected  with  it  and  to  the  State 
officials  who  knew  about  it.  I  am  not 
violating  any  confidence  when  I  say 
that  I  accepted  this  position  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  late  Morrill  N. 
Drew,  who  was  active  in  the-  crea- 
tion of  this  institution  and  who  gave 
it   his   personal  attention. 

"I  do  not  believe  the  directors  un- 
der whom  I  have  nerved,  regret  hav- 
ing named  me  as  superintendent.  The 
industrial  department  of  the  institu- 
tion has  been  put  on  very  nearly  a 
paying  basis.  The  orders  which  I  have 
solicited  and  the  business  I  have 
worked  up  have  been  large  and  the 
deficit  at  the  end  of  the  year  has  been 
Insignificant,  Last  year,  for  example, 
hard  as  it  was,  with  the  increasing 
cost  of  everything,  the  deficit  was 
only  $160.59  in  the  industrial  depart- 
ment. That,  I  think,  speaks  for-  itself. 
Today  we  are  turning  out  splendid 
work  and  there  is  a  great  demand  for 
it.  My  effort  has  been  to  conduct  this 
irstitution  on  a  business  basts  and  1 
have  succeeded  in  doing  so.  The  rec- 
cords  prove  it  and  are  available  to 
all    who   are   interested   in    them. 

CAUSE  OF   FRICTION. 

"The  friction  to  which  Mr.  Hall  re- 
fers in  his  letter  and  in  the  copy  of  the 
notification  of  the  board's  action  has 
been  due  to  the  application  of  business 
principles  to  the  running  of  this  in- 
stitution and  to  the  enforcement  of  dis- 
cipline in  it.  When  I  took  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  this  institution  there 
were  conditions,  moral  conditions  large- 
ly— which  to  say  the  least  were  de- 
plorable. I  corrected  them.  In  doing  so 
I  made  some  enemies,  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. These  opponents  have  ever 
since  been  at  work  trying  to  oust  me. 
They  suggested  to  Governor  Milliken 
the  names  of  the  men  and  women  they 
wanted  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  board  of  directors.  There  are 
enough  of  them  to  have  accomplished 
their  purpose.  One  of  the  directors,  J. 
Calvin  Knapp  was  a  former  superin- 
tendent of  the  institution,  and  I  under- 
stand wishes  to  be  superintendent 
again.  Another  one  of  the  directors, 
Mies  Jones,  was  a  former  matron  of 
the  institution.  Her  methods  as  matron 
did  not  meet  with  my  approval  and 
this  occasioned  her  retirement.  Natur- 
ally she  is  not  very  friendly  to  me.  Mr. 
Baker,  another  director,  who  is  pos- 
sessed of  considerable  property,  applied 
to  me  for  an  application  to  be  present- 
ed to  the  railroad  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
chase railroad  tickets  for  reduced  rates 
"on  account  of  charity."  He  is  not  en- 
titled to"  this  consideration  and  I  re- 
fused to  ceritfy  that  he  was.  This  may 
account  for  his  attitude. 

PUBLIC  SHOULD  KNOW  FACTS. 

"I  feel  that  the  public  is  entitled  to 
know  the  facts  in  this  case  and -so  have 
stated  a  few  of  them.  The  work  I  have 
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done  for  the  institution  and  the  blind 
iks  for  itself.  It  is  known  every- 
where among  those  familar  with  such 
work.  I  have  taken  a  great  interest  in 
ii  and  made  a  Study  of  it.  The  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Workers  for  the 
Blind  paid  Maine  the  great  compliment 
of  coming  to  Portland  to  hold  its  an- 
nual meeting  a  year  ago,  for  the  first 
time  meeting  away  from  one  of  the 
larger  institutions  of  the  country.  That 
in  itself  shows  that  my  work  has  been 
appreciated  by  those  who  know  about 
it.  Underlying  the  whole  matter  has 
been  the  persistent  and  consistent  hos- 
tility towards  me  of  the  blind  men.  not 
Mr.  Ryan  more  than  two  of  the  instruc- 
tors. Mr.  Ryan  worked  hard  to  estab- 
lish this  institution.  He  expected  to 
dictate  its  policy  and  to  benefit  from 
it  personally.  Mr.  Ryan  is  well  to  do 
for  a  blind  man  which  is  greatly  to  his 
credit.  He  has  many  acquaintances 
who  sympathize  with  him  and  who 
have  acted  according  to  his  sugges- 
tions on  many  occasions.  I  have  gone 
upon  the  theory  that  the  Institution  for 
the  Blind  did  not  belong  exclusively  to 
Mr.  Ryan,  was  not  created  primarily 
for  Mr.  Ryan  and  should  be  run 
economically,  in  a  business  like  way 
and  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the 
people  of  Maine  who  pay  the  bills. 
Evidently  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
institution  do  not  desire  this  kind  of 
management.  If  they  do  not,  I  am  sat- 
isfied to  be  discharged.  The  records  of 
the  institution  and  its  business  man- 
agement shows  the  kind  of  policy 
which  I  believe  should  be  pursued  in 
conducting  it.  It  is  the  kind  of  policy 
I  think  the  people  of  Maine  would  de- 
sire to  have  followed." 


WOUlD  ASK\ 
TRUSTEES 
RECONSIDER 


Resolution  on  Action  Taken 

On  Mr.  Baldwin  Presented 

To  Me.  Medical  Assn. 


A  resolution  to  ask  trie  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  to  reconsider  their  action 
in  asking  for  the  resignation  of  Super- 
intendent Millard  W.  Baldwin  was  in- 
troduced at  the  meeting  of  the  house 
of  delegates  of  the  Maine  Medical  as- 
sociation which  held  a  session  pre- 
liminary to  the  6Gth  annual  meeting 
of  that  organization  last  evening  in 
the  sun  parlor  at  the  Congress  square. 
Dr.  Frank  T.  Gilbert  of  this  city  was 
sponsor  for  the  resolution,  but  no  de- 


finite  action  on   the  matter  was   taken, 

.mil    there  is  a  possibility  that    it  may 

ivtred  later  in   the   session. 


Po-d 


."'.rig,  £*    l3lg. 

POOR     REWARD     FOR     FAITHFlA. 

SERVICE. 

Six  years  ago  Millard  W.  Baldwin 
was  chosen  superintendent  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind.  He 
was  selected  for  this  position  by  a 
board  of  directors  who  had  devoted 
much  of  their  time,  and  not  a  little  of 
their  money,  to  establishing  this  school 
for  the  people  of  our  State  who  can- 
not see,  who  needed  some  institution 
where  they  could  be  taught  useful 
trades  by  means  of  which  they  could 
be  self  supporting.  The  men  who 
selected  Mr.  Baldwin  for  this  impor- 
tant position  were  good  business  men. 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall,  president  of 
the  institution,  was  one  of  them  and 
the  late  Morrill  N.  Drew  was  another 
who  were  prominent  in  this  work. 
They  were  not  satisfied  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  State  institution  had 
been  conducted  and  wanted  it  managed 
on  sound  business  principles.  They 
believed  Mr.  Baldwin  could  do  this  and 
six  years  of  service  has  shown  that 
they  made  no  mistake  in  their  selec- 
tion. 

But  Mr.  Baldwin  brought  something 
else  to  this  institution  besides  good 
executive  ability  and  business  capaci- 
ty. He  took  to  it  a  profound  sympathy 
for  the  blind  and  a  desire  to  help  them. 
It  was  his  idea  that  the  man  or  wo- 
man who  cannot  see  needs,  above 
everything  else,  to  be  relieved  of  the 
idea  that  they  are  dependents  and  a 
burden  on  their  relatives  or  friends. 
He  did  not  believe  that  because  a  per- 
son was  blind  they  should  become 
beggars  or  that  they  should  ever  ac- 
cept anything  that  they  had  not 
earned.  This  was  because  the  blind 
person  who  accepts  charity  feels  like 
a  beggar  and  loses  self  respect  and  in 
the  long  run  happiness  and  self  con- 
fidence. 

Moreover,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  possessed 
of  the  idea  that  the  school  for  the 
blind  should  also,  so  far  as  possible, 
become  self  supporting.  This  was 
likewise  the  idea  of  the  directors  who 
selected  him  for  this  work.  He  did 
not  ask  business  houses  to  place  orders 
with  the  school  for  the  blind  in  order 
to  help  the  blind.  He  sought  orders 
because  the  goods  the  school  pro- 
duced were  worth  the  prices  charged 
for  them  and  were  acceptable  as  such 
by  every  business  concern.  As  a  re- 
sult of  this  policy  the  institution  soon 
won  the  confidence  of  the  firms  doing 
business  with  it  and  established  on 
such  a  substantial  basis  it  began  to 
prosper  and  to  take  a  high  place 
anions?  similar  schools  throughout  the 
country. 


In  doing  these  things  and  in  pur- 
suing this  policy  Mr.  Baldwin  made 
some  enemies.  Particularly  did  he 
incur  the  opposition  of  those  who  look 
upon  every  State  institution  of  this 
character  as  a  proper  subject  for 
graft.  He  likewise  won  the  disap- 
proval of  some  of  the  blind  people  who 
found  it  easier  to  accept  the  charity 
of  a  sympathetic  public  than  to  do 
honest,  hard  work  and  merit  the  re- 
muneration they  received. 

Eventually  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win's policies,  and  the  policies  of  the  di- 
rectors who  originally  selected  him, 
united  to  get  rid  of  the  man  who  de- 
voted himself  to  carrying  them  into 
effect.  Discipline  was  required  in  the 
school  and  was  applied  fairly  and 
firmly.  Occasionally  the  victims  of 
this  policy  were  among  the  blind  and 
quite  frequently  they  were  among 
those  connected  with  the  institution 
who  could  see.  "When  all  of  these  ele- 
ments combined  and  went  at  the  task 
together  they  succeeded  in  getting  con- 
trol of  the  situation  and  in  denying 
the  superintendent  a  reelection  to  the 
office  he  held. 

Mr.  Baldwin  does  not  need  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  public.  His  ability  and 
character  will  win  recognition  for  him 
almost  anywhere,  but  the  State  of 
Maine  has  lost,  in  his  removal,  a  capa- 
ble, industrious  intelligent  and  honest 
official.  The  reward  given  him  for  all 
his  efforts,  for  honest  administration 
and  hard  work  has  been  his  removal. 
It  offers  little  encouragement  to  other 
officials  like  him  who  strive  to  serve 
the  public  well.  I  In  the  opinion  of 
many  people  the  directors  of  the  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  have  made  a  great 
mistake.  That  they  have  done  so  will 
eventually  make  itself  manifest.  The 
public  can  and  will  pay  the  cost,  be- 
cause this  splendid  work  must  go  on, 
but  the  next  superintendent  of  this 
institution  will  be  very  careful  not  to 
attempt  to  maintain  rigid  discipline, 
not  to  interfere  with  petty  grafters 
and  dishonest  subordinates,  not  to  go 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  those  who 
prefer  to  hold  their  hands  out  for 
charity  rather  than  to  maintain  their 
self  respect  and  really  earn  a  part  of 
what  is  given  them,  and  all  of  this  will, 
in  the  long  run,  prove  an  injury,  rather 
than  a  help,  to  the  unfortunates  the 
citizens  of  Maine  sincerely  desire  to 
do  as  much  for  as  can  possiblv  v 
done. 
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— What  have  we  now — politics  in  the  Maine 
School  for  the  Blind  ?  It  had  been  supposed  that 
ever j  thing  was  satisfactory  under  the  super- 
intendency  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  the  disclosure 
of  internal  friction  in  connection  with  such  a 
public  institution  occasions  very  unpleasant  sur- 
prise. 
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MAINE  FRATERNAL 
ASSOCIATION  FOR 
THE  BLIND  MEETS 

The,  15th  annual  meeting  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind  was  held  at  Preble  chapel  yester- 
day, the  following  officers  being  elect- 
ed: President,  F.  G.  Baker  of  Gardi- 
ner; vice  presidents,  M.  S.  Lyons  of 
Portland,  G.  R.  Scates  of  Acton;  sec- 
retary, C.  E.  Debeck  of  West  Baldwin; 
treasurer,  C.  L.  Cotton  of  Brownfleld; 
sergeant-at-arms,  J.  A.  Morang  of 
Randolph;  executive  board,  W.  J.  Ry- 
an of  Portland,  W.  B.  Tfask  of  Port- 
land, J.  A.  Morang  of  Randolph,  W.  D. 
Smith  of  Westbrook;  ways  and  means 
committee,  W.  E.  Trask  of  Portland, 
W.  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  C.  L.  Cotton 
of  Brownfleld;  legislative  committee, 
W.  B.  Hall  of  Portland,  chairman,  F.  G. 
Baker  of  Gardiner,  George  McGibny 
of  Portland,  J.  A.  Cary  of  Litchfield, 
W.  J.  Ryan  of  Portland.  In  the  even- 
ing there  was  an  entertainment,  fol- 
lowed by  a  social. 
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Maine  Society  Elec^ 

Portland,      Me.,      June       12. — The 
Maine    Fraternal       Association       for' 
the   Blind^ met  today  and   chose  the) 
followIhgWficers:      President,   W.   G.  ' 
Baker.  Gardiner:   vice-presidents,   E. 
S.    Lyons,      Portland;    G.    R.    Scates, 
Acton;    secretary.    C.    Debeck.    West 
Baldwin:     treasurer,    C.     D.    Cotton, 
Brownfleld. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING  FRATERNAL 
ASSOCIATIONFORRL!) 

The  fifteenth  annua)  session  of  the 
Maine  FratemaJ  Association  for  th  ■ 
Blind  was  held  at  Preble  chapel,  Port- 
and,  yesterday,  when  the  following  of- 
ficers were  elected: 

President— F.    G.    Baker,    Gardiner. 

First  Vice  Presideht— M.  L.  Lyons 
Portland. 

ond  President — G.  R.  Scates 

Acton. 

Secretary— G.  E.  Debeck.  West 
Baldwin. 


Treasurer — O.   L.  Cotton,  Brownfleld. 

Executive  Board — W.  J.  Ryan,  Poxt- 
land;    W.    E  rtland;    .(.    A. 

.Morang,  Randolph;  W.  D.  Smith, 
Westbrook. 

Ways-  and  Means  Committee — W.  K. 
Trask,  Portland;  W.  J.  Ryan,  Port- 
C.   I..   Cotton,   Brownfleld. 

Legislative  Committee — F.  G.  Baker, 
Gardiner;  George  McGibny,  Portland; 
J.  A.  Cary,  Litchfield:  W.  J.  Ryan, 
Portland. 

An  entertainment  was  given  in  the 
evening,  consisting  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music,  after  which  a  social 

hour  was  enjoyed. 
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DIRECTORS  CHOOSE  SUC- 
CESSOR TO  SUPT.  RALDWIN 
OF  RLINO  INSTITUTION 


W.  T.  Travels,  who  for  some  years 
past  has  been  in  charge  of  the  manual 
training  department  of  the  public 
schools  in  Berlin,  N.  H„  was  eledted  to 
the  position  of  superintendent  !iof  the 
Institution  for  trie  Blind,  to  succeed 
Millard  F.  Baldwin,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  directors  yesterday  afternoon. 

Other  matters  were  principally  rou- 
tine. 


Por-CLa.vict,   M4/„?r£/SS. 


TRAVERS.  HEAD 
INStlTUTION  FOR 
THE    BLIND 

W.  A.  Tracers  of  Berlin,  N,  j|..  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind  at  a  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors  held  yester- 
day afternoon.  Mr.  Travers  has  had 
considerable  experience  at  similar  in- 
stitutions in  Massachusetts.  He  suc- 
ceeds Millard  W.  Baldwin,  who  re- 
igned and  accepted  a  position  as  man- 
ner of  the  Morrill  &  Ross  store.  Mr. 
Travers  during  the  past  year  has  been' 
manual  training  teacher  in  the  hish 
school    in    Berlin, 
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M.  W.  BALDWIN 

MANAGER  MORILL 

&  ROSS  STORE 

Millard  W.  Baldwin  for  severel  years 
connected  with  the  Maine.  lu&UUifcion 
for  the  Blind,  has  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  Morrill  &  Ross  Co., 
grocery  store,  671  Congress  street  and 
begun  his  duties  yesterday.  Many  of 
Mr.  Baldwin's  thousands  of  friends  in 
the  city. called  yesterday  at  the  store 
to  congratulate  him  on  his  ne\y_ 
rement. 


STATE  MAY  TAKE  OVER 

INSTITUTION  FOR  BLIND 
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Whether  or  not  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  should  continue  its  ex- 
istence as  a  private  institution  or 
whether  It  shall  in  the  future  be 
managed  by  the  state  is  a  matter  still 
In  abeyance  despite  a  recent  confer- 
ence between  the  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  institution 
and  representatives  of  the  Maine 
Conference  of  Charities  and  Correc- 
tions. 

Informal  discussion  of  the  matter 
with  Hon.  Charles  H.  Randall  of  the 
board  of  trustees  as  the  only  repre- 
sentative of  the  institution  present  is 
to  be  succeeded  by  a  more  formal 
hearing  when  all  the  trustees  are  to 
be   given   an    opportunity   to    attend. 

At  the  present  time  while  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  is  not  strictly 
-i  State  Institution  the  state  is  bear- 
ing the  net  expense  of  operation. 

The  principal  change  should  the  In- 
stitution   be    faken    oyer   by    the    state 
would   be   that   all  the  trustees  would 
appointed    by    the      governor     and 
council   Instead   of  elected  as   now. 

Whether    or    not    there    would    be    a 
change    in    policy   is   a   matter    of    de- 
bate.    The    possibility    of    making    the 
itution  a  home  as  well  as  a  school 
's  being  agitated. 

At  the  present  time  a  part  of  the 
'unds  of  the  institution  are  supplied 
from  endowments,  and  these  in  all 
probability  might  run  along  as  hith- 
erto. 


.iw    ■2/?..    I^l£. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Rlir^dwaa  held 
Thursday  in  PortWWrT^Tmcers  were 
elected  as  follows:  Charles  H.  Ran- 
dall, president;  S.  C.  Ripley  and  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  vice  presidents;  Wil- 
lis B.  Hall,  clerk  and  secretary;  L.  L. 
Howison,  treasurer;  Harriet  R.  Bar- 
ker, director  for  five  years,  all  of 
Portland. 
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Three  blind  persons  are  circulating 
petitions  throughout  the  State  and 
the  support  of  the  citizens  is  asked 
"to  keep  the  status  of  the  Maine 
Institution'  for  the  Blind  of  Portland 
as  it  is  now  and  has  been  since  its 
inception,"  says  the  Press.  The  pro- 
logue to  the  petitions  states  that 
"neither  the  blind  nor  their  relatives 
and  friends  desire  them-  to  be  in  a 
State  institution  either  characterized 
or  named  as  one  for  charity  or  cor- 
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STATE  MAY  TAKE  OVER 
.  INSTITUTE  FOR  BLIND 

Whether  or  not  it  would  be  better 
for  the  State  to  take  over  the  insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  here  and  run  it  un- 
der its  own  shhmmMhb  or  continue 
the  present  system,  was  the  principal 
topic  for  discussion  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties and  Corrections,  held  at  the  Con- 
gress Square  hotel  last  evening,  which 
was  attended  by  eleven  directors  of 
the  institute.  The  Board  was  strongly 
In  favor  of  taking  over  the  interests  of 
the  institution,  inascuch  as  the  State 
has  contributed  largely  for  its  support 
while  the  directors  argued  against 
such  action.  The  evening  was  limited 
only  to  a  discussion  of  the  question, 
however,  and  nothing  definite  was  de- 
cided, although  indications  pointed 
strongly  in  favor  of  action  being  taken, 
to  the  taking  over  of  the  institute. 
There  are  at  the  present  time  only 
about  30  people  there.  The  regular 
business  meeting  of  the  Board  ol 
Charities  and  Corrections  was  held 
following-  the  discussion  and  routine 
business  was  transacted. 


W.J.  RYAN  MAKING  HIS 
38TH  TRIP  WITH  ALMANACS 


...'. 


§0*m 


8th  annual  trip  selling  the 
Maine  Farmers'  Almanac,  W.  J.  Ryan, 
the  famous  blind  traveler,  is  in  Bah*, 
gor  and  is  being  greeted  by  his  many 
friends  here  who  for  years  have  pur- 
chased their  almanac  information  of 
him.  For  the  first  time  in  years  Mr. 
Ryan  will  not  visit  Bar  Harbor  and 
Ellsworth  on  this  annual  trip  on  ac- 
count of  the  influenza  and  traveling 
conditions  and  from  Bangor  will  go 
into  Arostook  county  where  his  name 
and  that  of  the  Maine  Farmers'  Al- 
manac are  bywords  in   ihe  household. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  circulating  a  petition 
remonstrating  against  the  proposed 
legislation  to  place  the  .Maine  Institute 
of  the  Blind  altogether  under  state 
control  aTTrrTre^Tnready  has  secured 
7,000  names.  The  institution  is  now  a 
corporation,  state  aided  and  directed 
by  a  board  made  up  of  half  and  half 
of  corporation  and  state  appointed 
members.  The  institution  objects  to 
its  being  subject  to  political  influences. 

The  legislative  --committee  is  com- 
posed of:  Willis  P.  Hall  of  Portland, 
chairman;  Frank  G.  Baker,  Gardiner; 
James  Morang,  Randolph;  Chesley  L. 
Cotton,  Brownrteld;  George  McGivney, 
Bangor;  John  Cleary,  KichrtelU;  and 
SUjRyan.   Portland.       


Wm.  J.  Ryan  or  Portland,  the  famous 
Mia4JtttU(iVer>  has  been  a  visitor  in  Bel- 
fast the  past  week,  on  his  38th  annual 
trip  in  the  interest  of  the  Maine  Farmers' 
Almanac  in  which  he  has  been  interested 
for  a  long  time.  He  is  circulating  a  pe- 
tition in  remo  strance  to  the  proposed 
legislation  placing  the  Maine  Institute  of 
the  Blind  altogether  under  State  control. 
He  has  no  trouble  in  getting  many  sisna^ 
tures.  Mr.  Ryan  thinks  that  the  pro- 
posed change  will  put  the  institution  into 
politics.  Some  7,000  signatures  are  al- 
ready on  his  petition.  It  is  now  a  cor- 
poration, State  aided  and  directed  by  a 
board  made  up  equally  of  the  corporation 
ind  State  appointed  members. 
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Mr.  Leadbetter  exhibeited  some  of 
the  applications,  showing  the  great 
bulk  and  the  percentage,  about  one- 
haJf  of  those  granted.  He  stated  that 
the  original  application  papers  did  not 
give  all  the  necessary  information  con- 
cerning the  oases  and  this  necessitated 
a  large  amount  of  investigation  and 
search. 

He  mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
death  rate  among  the  applicants  as 
from  10  to  12  per  cent.,  showing  their 
poor  physical  condition  and  need  of 
assistance  in  some  form.  He  thought 
\he  normal  death  rate  was  one  or  two 
per  cent.  The  state  has  one  or  two 
applicants  of  over  100  yearg  of  age. 
With  a  number  of  over  80  years  and 
s.unie  oyer  90  \ears. 


Why     Hospitals,     Schools, 

Asylums,      Etc.,      Are 

Worthy  Applicants. 


(SfrtWH^fo  THE  ARGUS.) 
Augusta,  M<?,  Jan!  23.— At  11  o'clock 
this  morning  the  budget  hearing  was' 
resumed  in  tne  Senate  Chamber.  The 
first  person  to  appear  before  the  con- 
feren.ce  was  Mrs.  Grace  Nash  Hill  of 
Portland,  member  of  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Children  Hospital  of 
that  City. 

She   said    that    she   had   been   on   the 
board  of  managers  of  the  hospital  for 


the  past  tej  and  had  paid  week- 

ly visits  to  the  hospital  during  all  that 
time  but  that  iii  the  past  two  years 
she  had  visited  it  ofterier.  It  had  boon 
thought  thai  an  appropriation  of  $40,- 
000  each  year  would  be  needed  hut  she 
was  now  asking  for  only  $36,000. 
were  doing  the  same  class  of  .work 
that  was  being  done  for  tho  children  of 
the  devastated  countries  of  Europe. 
Thej  took  charge  of  the  crippled  and 
deformed  children.  Although  an  ortho- 
pedic hospital  is  considered  the  m 
expensive  of  all  hospitals  the  cost  in 
vhe  Portland  hospital  was  only  $2.50  a 
day  Tor  each  child. 

The  whole  number  treated  last  year 
was  247.  the  average  number  a  day 
4S,  and  the  highest  67.  This  was  lor 
ni-palierus  and  for  the  out-patients 
of  which  there  were  645,  the  number  of 
treatments  was  7,773.  There  are  20 
nurses   in   training. 

School   For  Deaf. 

Harry  E.  Plummer  of  Lisbon  Falls, 
a  trustee  of  the  State  School  for  the 
Deaf,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  <>33,750  for  the  year  1919  and 
$33,825  for  the  year  1920.  He  told  of 
the  work  of  tho  institution,  saying  that 
tuition  and  board  are  furnished  free  to 
children  whose  parents  and  guardians 
ara  residents  of  the  State  of  Maine. 
The  institution  had  never  asked  the 
State  for  any  more  money  than  was 
needed,  and  the  strictest  economy  is 
maintained  in  the  management  of  the 
school. 

Miss   Elizabeth   H.   Taylor,    the    prin- 
cipal     of   the      school,     said     that 
thought  that  the  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature knew  ol  the  work  of  the  sehoo1. 

"You  gave  us  more  two  years  ago 
than  wo  asked  for,"  said  Miss  Taylor. 
"yes.  you  gave  us  30  cents  more  than 
we  asked  for,"  amid  laughter. 

Miss  Taylor,  continuing  said  that 
the  Maine  School  for  the  Deaf  is  a 
public  school,  an  educational,  not  *i, 
charitable  institution.  Sjje^tilso  -  ex- 
plained that  the  teachers**nri(L^'nered 
their  services  to  soldiers  who  were 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  shell 
shock. 

Institutiorl^or  the  Blind. 

W.  E.  Travis,  s upe^lWPfWW^TT  t he 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Maine  Insti- 
tution for"  the  Blind,  explained  to  the 
committee  the  needs  of  the  institution, 
stating  that  it  asked  for  $17,000  for 
each  of  the  years  1919  and  1920,  which 
is  $3,000  more  than  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  each  of  the  years  1917  and 
1918.  There  re  now  90  pupils  in  the 
institution.  It  is  expected  to  continue 
the  same  charge  of  $3.65  per  week. 
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There   are   nolUton   file  ar  the   Execu- 

"enarlmenffOO  applications  for  aid 

for   the   needy   blind   residents  of  Maine. 

State   now   has   on   the   allowed   list 

and   the  Jast  payment  in   De- 

'    amounted  to^JU.tiw.1    &0Tne  four 

,  ago,    when    the    law    was   passed, 

the     Leginlators      thought      perhaps     100 

in?lL%li  i,Mnd  "WT    be' found  I 

.k  StV-*  'nrler  the  Pension  system' 

thev  receive  $8.  $12  and  $15. 
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Hinckley  ^fJP  Pcitland- Act  provid- 
ing that  on 'or  belpre  the  first  day  of 
August  in  each  y^&r  the  assessors  of 
each  town  and  plantation  in  this  state 
shall  make  a  return  to  the  state  board 
of  assessors  of  the  name,  age  and  phy- 
sical  and  financial  condition  of  every 
person  within  their  respective  munici- 
palities, who  is  blirukjjgaMkBd  dumb, 
feeble  minded,  miotic  or  insane  to- 
gether with  the  name  or  names  of  the 
parents,  guardians  or  next  of  kin  with- 
in the  municipality  or  elsewhere  with 
♦jhtnditntn      mamBSEZ 
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(Reports  of  Committees 
Mr.  Crane,  from  the  committee  on 
banks  and  banking,  reported  ought 
not  to  pass  on  bill,  An  JAct  ,.to  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  a 
bonding-  or  surety  department  in 
connection  with  trust  companies, 
under  certain  regulations,  and  super- 
vision of  the  bank  commissioner  and 
the  insurance  commissioner. 

Same  gentleman,  from  same  com- 
mittee, reported  same  on  bill,  An  Act 
to  incorporate  the  Home  Trust  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  on 
towns,  reported  same  on  bill,  An  Act 
to  secure  a  correct  census  of  the 
deaf,  dumb,  blind,  feeble-minded, 
idiots  and  insane  of  this  State. 


^^t    13.  I'lil. 


Blind  See  Only  Life's 

Sunny  Side  at  the 

Maine  Institution  Here 


WOMAN    CANING   A   CHAIR    SEAT. 


A  tour  of  inspection  through  the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  give3 
•the  impression   that   it   is  a  large  and  well   managed   business  establishment. 

And  it  is  a  business  establishment,  its  business  being  that  of  showing 
how  to  turn  an  existensc  shut  off  from  ordinary  activities  and  'employ- 
ments   into   a    normal   and   prosperous   life. 

There  is  much  thai  the  bl  not  see. 

The  one  thing  they  could  most  easily  see  they  as  a  rule  are  determined 
not    to   see   if   they   can    help   it,   and    that   is  the  dark  side  of  their  lives. 

Although  they  must  realize  their  blindness  as  a  handicap,  they  do  not 
Bdmmonly   regard   il   as  an  affliction. 

They  demonstrate  that  blindness  may  be  looked  upon  not  as  a  hope- 
less misfortune  but  even   as  an  opportunity. 


iii  what  measure  this  is  true  and  tc 
what  a  wonderful  extent  the  blind  of 
our    own    Stati  their 

handicap  is  realized  by  a  visit  lo  th< 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  which 
is  located  en  Park  avenue  in  thij 
City. 

The  institution  was  opened  in  1  r»o , 
aa  .i  private  establishment,  with  state 
aid.  it  is  a  training  school  and  work- 
shop having  charge  of  home  teaching 
and  the  circulation  of  hooks.  It  is  not 
an  asylum,  and.  while  goods  are  sold 
here  both  at  wholesale  and  retail,  it 
;s  not  a  competing-  factory.  It  is  the 
principal  function  of  the  school  to 
leach  and  as  soon  as  students  are  pro- 
ficil  nt  in  their  trades  they  usually 
leave.  The  object  is  to  teach  blind  men 
and  women  to  be  self  supporting  and 
instruction  Is  tree.  Only  adults  are  at 
present  admitted.  It  is  of  interest  to 
know  in  this  connection  that  Maine  is 
one  of  11  states  in  which  blind  chil- 
dren are  sent  to  schools  outside  for 
their  education.  The  Governor  has 
charge  of  these  appointments  and  the 
blind  children  of  Maine  are  now  be- 
ing sent  to  the  Perkins  Institution  in 
Massachusetts.  It  is  1he  hope  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  local  institution  to  have 
a  department  for  the  education  of  the 
juvenile  blind  which,  it  is  believed 
would  mean  less  expense  to  the  State. 
The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  is 
helped  by  an  appropriation  made  by 
the  Legislature.  A  larger  patronage 
from  the  public  would,  nevertheless, 
substantially  help  toward  keeping  up 
the  facilities  of  the  school,  especially 
at  this  time  when  material  is  high. 

It  should  be  in  justice-  stated  that 
the  chief  promoter  of  Maine's  work 
for  the  blind  was  "William  J.  Ryan, 
Portland's  widely  known  blind  man, 
who  for  years  has  gone  up  and  down 
the  State  as  the  agent  of  the  institu- 
tion and  at  the  same  time  selling  the 
Old  Farmer's  Almanac.  Mr.  Ryan  saw 
1he  need  of  an  institution  for  the.  blind 
where  manual  training  could  be 
taught  and  his  fellow  sufferers  taught 
to  discover  afresh  their  powers  of  ac- 
complishment and  enjoyment.  He  agi- 
tated and  aroused  public  interest  in 
the  matter.  He  solicited  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  $2000  and  then  ap- 
plied to  the  Legislature  for  an  appro- 
priation to  aid  in  the  work.  The  re- 
fusal of  the  Legislature  was,  however, 
less  potent  than  Mr.  Ryan's  persist- 
ence. Securing  the  co-operation  of  J. 
C.  Knapp,  a  representative  from  South 
Portland,  these  two  sought  for  more 
than  three  years  to  bring  their  influ- 
ence to  bear  upon  the  other  members 
of  the  Legislature  with  the  result  that 
J.  Putnam  Stevens  of  this  City  became 
interested,  giving  his  support,  and  a 
corporation  was  finally  organized  un- 
der the  laws  of  Maine.  This  was  ac- 
complished in  1905  by  the  late  Morrill 
NT.  Drew,  J.  C.  Knapp  and  William  J. 
Ryan  in  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Fred- 
erick Hale,  now  United  States  sena- 
tor. 

The  Institution  was  organized  under 
the  name  it  now  bears  and  soon  had 
a  board  of  25  directors  representing 
the  leading  men  of  the  State.  The 
Legislature  in  1907  made  a  liberal  ap- I 
pTOpriatton  for  the  -necessary  buildings 
and   equipment. 

The  handsome  brick  buildings  com- 
prising the  main  establishment  were 
then  erected.  These  consisted  of  an 
administration  building  which  faces 
Park  avenue  at  the  West  End,  and 
which    is    now    known    as    the    Barker 


memorial  building  and  the  workshop 
and  school.  To  these  have  been  added 
a  bungalow  which  furnishes  living 
quarters  i"i  the  superintendent.  The. 
whole  is  a  valuable  and  ideal  property 
with  considerable  land  which  is  for 
the  greater  ran  under  cultivation. 
Blind  Secretary  Is  Expert  Stenographer 
The  Institution  is  admirably  equipped 
throughout  and  the  method  of  voca- 
tional training  which  was  introduced 
has  stood  the  test  of  experience.  What 
is  being  done  at  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  is  not  only  a  continuali 
tribute  to  its  promoters  but  because  of 
the  large  number  of  persons  blinded  in 
military  service  a  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  blind  in  Maine  and  of 
the  provision  made  for  them  is  of  spe-  < 
cial   timeliness. 

The  visitor  here  may  look  to  see 
merely  a  numer  of  blind  workers  living 
a  limited  half-life  so  commonly  ac- 
cepted as  inevitable.  He  finds  instead  I 
a  group  of  people  whose  senses  have 
seemingly  developed  latent  and  unsus- 
pected powers  by  means  of  which  the 
employments  apparently  denied  have 
been  "surprisingly  reduced  in  number. 
lie  finds  blind  men  and  women  taking 
something  like  their  legitimate  places 
in  the  world  and  becoming  self  sup- 
porting  through   the  mechanical  arts. 

The  following  account  mav  serve  as 
a  picture  of  the   Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  on  an  ordinary  working  day 
You  approach  the  school  and  work- 
shop  by   a  long   concrete   walk.    To   the 
right  are  well   kept   lawns.   There  is  a 
garden    on     the    left.     You   will    in  'all 
probability   in   the  superintendent's  of- 
fice  come   upon  a  blind  secretary  who 
is  typewriting  so  rapidly  that  vou   will 
hardly  think   he   is   blind.  Without  the 
appearance   of   being   so   he   will    greet 
you  and  cross   the  floor  unhesitatingly 
to  touch  an  electric  button  which   will 
summon    the    superintendent     or    per- 
m£  he  mav  »'°  and   find  him 
The  secretary  is  William  Lynch  who 
was  born  blind  and  who  has  therefore 
learned   to    read    and    write   and    type- 
write in  the  language     of     the     blind. 
When  one  realizes  that  the  eyes  do  not 
read  any  more  than  do  the  finger  tips 
it    is    more    easily    understood    that    a 
blind    person    only    has    to    use    a   dif- 
ferent set  of  nerve  channels  from  that 
of  a  person  who  can  see.  He  uses  the 
finger   tips    instead    of   the   eyes.      The 
blind  person  simply  has  to  learn  what 
he    learns    another   way.    That    it    is    a 
more    burdensome    way    goes    without 
saying.   That  it  has   its  compensations! 
is    exemplified    by    the    authoritatively 
made   statement   that      the      study      of 
Braille,    the    system    of    raised    printed  I 
characters  for  blind    readers,   quickens 
to  a  remarkable  extent  those  faculties 
on  which  the  blind  person  has  to  rely,  i 
Mr.   Lynch   whose   highly  trained   skill  I 
attests  to  this  theory,  writes  accurately 
and    speedily,    using    capitals,     figures  ' 
and  all  the  signs.  He  writes  more  ac- 
curately, in  fact,  than  the  majority  of 
writers   who  have  not  lost  their  sight. 
Mr.        Lynch       furthermore        under- 
stands the  very  difficult  art  of  short- 
hand  writing   in   Braille  and   you    will 
discover  as  you  chat  with  him  that  he 
has   a  complete  knowledge  of   tabula- 
ting, carbon  work  and  the 
countless         little        things         connec- 
ts'     Mifi        the       typewriter       mech- 
anism which  are  essential.  Mr.  Lynch 
ni.i.ij    may   tell   you,  as   you   wait 
lor    the    superintendent's    coming,    that 


WEAVING  SEAT   FOR  CHAIR. 


there    are    only    three,  sighted    men    in 
the  institution. 

William  E.  Travis,  the  present  su- 
perintendent, can  see,  however.  Mr. 
Travis  who  succeeded  Milard  W. 
Baldwin  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
institution  since  July  1.  Mr.  Travis 
shows  a  capacity  for  responsibility 
which  promises  well  for  the  future  of 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
The  new  superintendent  will  un- 
doubtedly act  as  guide  in  taking  you 
through  the  school  and  workshops 
where  you  will  see  practically  three 
industries  in  operation, — broom  mak- 
ing, chair  caning,  and  mattress  work. 

Starting  with  the  stock  rooms  in  the 
basement  you  will  first  note  the  large 
quantities  of  Illinois  broom  corn  which 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  on  hand.  This 
comes  in  bales  of  350  pounds  each  and 
is  of  different  grades.  Here  also  may 
be  seen  webbing  and  reeds  and 
bunches  of  hickory  splint  for  chair 
caning,  as  well  as  mattress  excelsior 
which  is  purchased  in  car  load  lots, 
wool,  hair,  vegetable  floss  and  every- 
thing else  which  is  needed  for  con- 
ducting these  particular  branches  of 
work.  . 

The  broom  department  on  the  first 
floor  presents  a  busy  scene.  Blind 
men  are.  moving  about  with  remark- 
able certainty,  passing  each  other 
without  collision  in  narrow  places,  and 
running  machines  marked     with     pla- 


cards reading,  "Danger.  Keep  your 
hands  away,"  though  these,  ironic  as 
it  may  seem,  are  only  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  can  see.  Some  of  the 
men  are  sorting  the  brush  which  has 
to  be  separated  according  to  length 
and  fiber.  The  seeds  then  have  to  be 
taken  out  and  the  butts  are  thrown 
away.  As  corn  is  bought  by  weight 
the  broom  maker  stands  a  consider- 
able loss  on  account  of  these  thick 
ends.  The  corn  brush  is  next  cut  by  a 
broom  clipper  into  the  required 
lengths  and  mixed  with  rattan  is 
bound  to  the  broom  handle  where  it  is 
made  secure  with  wire  and  nails.  The 
broom  at  this  stage  is  trimmed  by  a 
blind  man  who  uses  an  extremely  dan- 
gerous looking  knife  which  fortunate- 
ly never  slips.  A  middle  cover  is  laid 
on  together  with  an  outward  cover 
called  "hurl"  and  the  shoulders  are 
shaped.  The  broom  is  sewed  in  a 
press  having  a  needle  pointed  at  both 
ends  and  an  eye  in  the  center.  When 
it  has  been  clipped,  scraped  and  la- 
beled, you  see  a  veritable  "new 
broom"  that  you  are  willing  to  guar- 
antee will   "sweep   clean." 

There  are  different  grades  of  both 
"hurl"  and  filler  and  these  are  used 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  broom 
desired.  The  coarser  kind  is  used  in 
making  brooms  for  mills  where 
strength  rather  than  fineness  is  de- 
sirable, while  the  finer  grades  are 
wholly  used  for  house  brooms.     There 
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are,  to  be  exact,  three  different  kinds, 
of  brooms  made  at  the  institution  for 
the  blind, — house  brooms,  mill  brooms 
and  stable  brooms. 

Although  the  war  noticeably  inter- 
fered with  the  broom  business  a  total 
of  1,841  brooms  a  month  gives  a  fair 
idea  of  what  the  output  was  during 
that  time  and  has  been  recently.  The 
institution  sells  500  dozen  brooms 
every  year  to  the  S.  D.  Warren  Co.,  of 
Westbrook,  alone. 

W.  D.  Smith  of  Westbrook  is  in- 
structor and  director  in  this  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Smith  was  formerly  a 
broom  maker  in  the  paper  mills  of 
Westbrook.  He  came  to  the  institu- 
tion for  the  blind  in  the  Fall  :.f  1009 
at  the  opening  of  the  shop  of  which  he 
is  manager. 

A  prominent  worker  here  is  i  harles 
Underwood  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Saco.  Mr.  Underwood  comes  in  to 
his  work  every  morning  finding  no 
difficulty  in  traveling  back  and  forth. 
War  Called  for  Fewer  Brooms  and 
More  Mattresses. 
Although  the  war  was  responsible 
for  less  sweeping  it  made  no  differ- 
ence in  the  amount  of  sleeping  done  if 
one  may  judge  from  the  fact  -..hat  there 
was  no  falling  off  in  the  demand  for 
mattresses  at  the  institution  for  the 
blind  which  turns  out  an  average  of 
150  mattresses  a  month  and  which 
found  it  difficult  to  supply  the  demand 
during   the   war. 

U.  S.  Lyons  is  instructor  in  the  mat- 
tress department  which  is  on  the  floor 
above  the  broom  making  department 
Mr.  Lyons  is  a  native  of  Houlton  and 
his  home  is  in  that  city.  He  is  a 
specialist  in  his  line  of  work  and  has 
few  if  any  peers. 

In  the  institution  for  the  blind  are 
made  mattresses  of  every  size  which 
find  a  market  all  over  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire,  many  of  them  being  made 
to  order  for  the  lumber  camps  of 
these   states. 

There  is  much  to  be  seen  in  the  mat- 
tress department.  You  will  in  all 
likelihood  see  a  mattress  made  from 
start  to  finish.  A  layer  of  jute  or  cot- 
ton is  first  spread  out  and  this  is  cov- 
ered with  excelsior,  all  of  which  is 
confined  within  and  shaped  by  a 
wooden  frame.  The  tick  which  is 
made  in  the  womens'  department  is 
next  slipped  on  and  the  mattress  is 
tacked  with  a  16  inch  needle.  The 
spacing  and  measuring  are  done  with 
rules  notched  up  to  a  quarter  of  an 
inch.  The  costlier  hair  mattresses  as 
well  as  feather  mattresses  are  also 
made  here,  while  the  remodeling  of 
mattresses  is  an  important  feature  of 
the  work. 

The  upholstering  and  chair  repairing 
department  is  on  the  same  floor  and 
looms  for  the  making  of  rugs  are  in- 
stalled here.  You  will  no  doubt  find 
on  exhibition  some  interesting  speci- 
mens of  chairs,  rugs  and  basketry. 

The  rooms  on  both  floors  are  spa- 
cious and  airy.  The  sunlight  pours .in 
while  through  the  open  windows  the 
rustle  of  trees  and  the  twitter  of  birds 
may  be  heard.  Although  the  orderli- 
ness of  the  Place  cannot  be  perceived 
bv  the  eye,  it  can  be  sensed  by  the 
blind  workers  and  its  sunny,  cheerful 
atmosphere  must  inevitably  communi- 
cate itself  to  them. 


W.lliam  Bisbee  of  the  mattress  de- 
partment is  the  happiest  man  in  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind.  Mr. 
Bisbee!  \w£<n.  fireman  who  lost  his  sight 
in  a  firo.  You  will  very  likely  find  Mr. 
Bisbee  tacking  a  mattress  and  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  he  will  be  sing- 
ing. As  you  watch  him  you  will  be 
half  inclined  to  think  that  Mr.  Bisbee 
can  see.  "Keep  on  your  uppers,"  is  Mr. 
Bisbee's  slogan  and  it  is  one  to  which 
he  lives  up.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  base 
ball  fan  and  goes  to  all  the  games.  "We 
all  have  our  troubles,"  says  Mr.  Bis- 
bee, "the  blind  as  well  as  those  who 
can  see.  We  must  take  the  bitter  with 
the  sweet.  It  is  a  fallacy  to  think  that 
a  blind  person  must  sit  in  a  corner  and 
be  a  dead  one."  Mr.  Bisbee's  chief  re- 
gret is  that  he  has  not  seen  more  of 
the  world.  "If  I  had  known  I  was  go- 
ing to  be  blind,  I  would  have  traveled 
more  extensively,"  he  says. 

The  symphony  organ,  which  was  for- 
merly used  at  Cape  Cottage  was  not 
long  ago  purchased  by  the  Maine  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  and  now  has  place 
in  the  Ryan  building,  as  the  workshop 
is  called,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it 
will  afford  much  pleasure. 

Another  feature  of  interest  is  the 
work  room  clock  which  has  some  es- 
pecially beautiful  chimes  that  strike 
every  quarter  hour.  The  chimes  are 
particularly  appreciated  by  the  blind 
workers,  who  are  without  the  ordinary 
means  of  noting  the  passage  of  time. 

Leaving  the  men's  quarters  you  will 
be  interested  to  see  the  work  in  which 
the  women  are  engaged.  This  consists 
of  the  making  of  mattress  ticks,  chair 
caning  and  rug  weaving.  For  sewing, 
the  heavy  ticks  machines  run  by  motor 
power  are  used. 

Miss  Anna  Spencer  superintends  the 
tick  making.  Miss  Mary  Hart  is  in 
charge  of  the  caning  department.  Miss 
Agnes  Cormier  teaches  Braille  to  the 
girls.  Miss  Cormier,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  a  French  convent  in  Montreal 
where  she  spent  12  years,  speaks  Eng- 
lish as  well  as  French  which  is  he," 
native  tongue.  "It  is  my  cross  not  that 
I  am  blind  but  that  I  am  away  from 
the  convent  whose  life  I  love,"  shA 
tells  you  with  her  pretty  French  ac- 
cent "which  is  not  without  its  note  of 
wistfulness.  It  is  in  this  room  that  one 
feels  more  of  an  atmosphere  of  gravi- 
ty,— a  sense  as  of  an  'energy  checked 
and  of  a  sadness  disguised  by  calm 
rather  than  cheer.  Not;  that  these  wo- 
men are  not  outwardly  cheerful,  but 
it  is  as  if  they  perhaps  find  it  harder 
to  be  reconciled  than  the  men. 
„  There  are  several  of  the  young  wo- 
men who  study  music  in  connection 
with  their  activities  at  the  institution 
and  any  one  of  these  will  entertain 
you  with  a  finished  program  of  music 
in  the  music  room  of  the  administra- 
tion building.  And  you  must  remem- 
ber that  music  lessons  when  you  can- 
not see  the  printed  notes  present  nc 
few  intricacies  to  be  mastered. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  to  be 
seen, — the  administration  building 
where  the  women  of  the  institution 
have  every  advantage  of  home  and  the 
third  building  which  is  the  residence 
of  the  superintendent.  The  rooms  of 
the  former  are  artistically  furnished 
and  are  as  pleasing  to  the  eye  as 
though  for  the  occupancy  of  those  who 
have   not   lost  their   sight.      There   are 


palrri3  in  the  hallways,  enjoyable  liv- 
ing rooms  and  broad  verandas.  A 
large  apartment  .is  reserved  here  for 
the  holding-  of  "directors'  meeting?!. 
These  quarters  are  in  charge  of  the 
matron  and  hostess,  Miss  Helena  Ben- 
nett. 

The  buildings  were  erected  at  a  cost 
of  $45,000,  not  including  the  superin- 
tendent's residence.  The  grounds, 
buildings  and   equipment  are  a  credit  to 


the  State.  The  aims  of  the  institution 
are  praiseworthy  and  while  it  is  doir.j,' 
the  work  its  founders  contemplate  d 
there  is  obviously  yet  a  large  field  for 
effort  in  this  cause.  The  hope  is  ex- 
pressed by  those  who  are  interested 
that  the  movement  for  the  hetterment 
of  the  blind  which  is  now  afoot  in  the 
land  may  mean  increasingly  bright 
prospects  for  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 


.Bcj'to  •„,    I    \^^o-,      H  -    ^- 
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WHERE  MAINE  BLIND  FOLK 
ARE  BOTH  BUSTAND  HAPPY 


Maine    Institution    Makes 

Them  Independent  and 

Trains  Minds 

STATE  GIVES 

FINANCIAL  AID 


[Special  Dispatch  to  the  Herald] 

PORTLAND,  Me.,  Aug.  16-To  what 
extent  the  blind  of  the  stale  of  Maine 
ure  enabled  to  reduce  their  handicap  is 
realized  by  a  visit  u>  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  which  is  located  on 
Park  avenue  in  this  city. 

The  institution  was  opened  in  1907  as  a 
private  establishment,  with  state  aid. 
II  is  a  training  school  and  workshop, 
having  charge  of  home  teaching  and  th« 
eir<  ulation  of  books.  It  is  not  an  asy- 
lum, and.  while  goods  are  sold  here  t>r> 1 1< 
at  wholesale  and  retail,  it  is  not  a  coin. 
peting  factory,  ft  is  the  principal  func- 
tion of  the  school  to  teach,  and  as  soon 
as  students  arc  proficient  In  their  trades 
Uj  leave.  The  object  is  to 
teach  blind  men  and  women  to  be  sell- 
Bupporling  and  instruction  is  free.  Only 
adults  are. -it   present  admitted. 

Maine  is  one  of  II  s'.ates  m  which 
blind   child  sent    to    schools   out- 

side for  their  education.     The   Governor 
has  charge  of   tl  pointmente,  and 

the    blind    children  are    now 

-em  to  the   Perkins   Institution  ir. 
Massachusetts,      U    is    th<  if   the 

org  oi  the  local  institution  to  have 
a  department  for  ihe  education  or  the 
luvenlle  blind,  which,  it  Is  believed,. 
Would   mean   less  expense   to  the  state. 

The  chief  promoter  of  .Maine's  work 
for  the  blind  was  William  .1.  Ryan,  Port- 
land's widely  known  blind  man,  svho  for 
years  has  gone  up  and  down  the  state 
as  agent  of  the  institution  and  selling 
the  Old  Farmer's  Almanac.  Mr. 
Raw  the  need  of  an  institution  for  the 
blind  where  his  fellow-sufferers  could 
be  taught  to  discover  afresh  their  pow- 
ers  of   accomplishment   and    enjoyment. 


He  aroused  public  interest,  solicited  sub- 
scriptions to  the  amount  of  $2000  and 
then  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an 
appropriation.  The  refusal  of  the  Leg- 
islature was,  however,  less  potent  than 
Mr.  Ryan's  persistence.  Securing  the 
co-operation  of  J.  C.  Knapp,  a  repre- 
sentative from  South  Portland,  these 
two  sought  for  more  than  three  years 
to  bring  their  influence  to  'bear  upon  the 
ether  members  of  the  Legislature  with 
the  result  that  J.  Putnam  Stevens  of 
this  city  became  interested,  giving  his 
support,  and  a  corporation  was  finally 
organized  under  the  laws  of  Maine.  This 
was  accomplished  in  1905  by  Morrill  N. 
Drew,  J.  C.  Knapp  and  William  J.  Ryan 
in  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Frederick  Hale, 
now  United  States  senator. 

The  institution  was  organized  under 
the  name  it  now  bears  and  soon  had  a 
board  of  25  directors  representing  the 
leading  men  of  the  state.  The  Legisla- 
ture in  1907  made  a  liberal  appropriation 
for  the  necessary  buildings  and  equip- 
ment. 

The  handsome  brick  buildings  compris- 
ing the  main  establishment  were  then 
erected.  These  consisted  of  an  admin- 
istration building,  which  faces  Park  av- 
enue at  the  West  Knd,  and  which  is  now 
known  as  the  Clark  Barker  memorial 
building,  and  the  workshop  and  school. 
To  these  have  been  added  a  bungalow, 
which  is  for  the  superintendent. 

The  institution  is  admirably  equipped 
Rnd  its  method  of  vocational  training 
has  stood  the  test  of  experience.  What 
is  being  done  at  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  is  a  tribute  to  its  pro- 
moters and  a  matter  of  interest  to  the 
large  number  of  persons  blinded  in 
military   service. 

An  Expert  Typist 

The  visitor  here  may  look  to  see 
merely  a  number  of  blind  workers  liv- 
ing a  limited  half-life  so  commonly  ac- 
i  as  Inevitable,  one  finds  instead 
a  group  of  people  whose  senses  have 
seemlngl;  developed  latent  and  unsus- 
pected powers  by  means  of  which  the 
employments  apparently  denied  have) 
been  surprisingly  reduced  in  number.' 
One  finds  blind  men  and  women  taking 
something  like  their  legitimate  places 
in     the    world    and    becoming    self-sup- 


Miss   Alpheria   Grenier   Caning   a    Chair. 


porting-   through   the   mechanical   arts. 

You  approach  the  school  and  work-, 
shop  by  a  long-  concrete  walk.  To  the 
right  are  well  kept  lawns.  There  is  a 
gaider  on  th%  left.  Von  will  :n  all 
probability,  in  the  superintendent's  of- 
Bce,  i  ome  upon  a  blind  secretary  who 
is  typewriting  so  rapidly  thai  you  will 
hardly  think  he  is  blind.  Without  the 
appearance  of  being  so  he  will  greet 
you  and  cross  the  floor  unhesitatingly 
to  touch  an  electric  button  which  will 
summon  the  superintendent,  or  perhaps 
he  may  go  and  find  him.  The  secretary 
is  William  Lynch,  who  was  born  blind, 
and  who  has.  therefore,  learned  to  read 
and  write  and  typewrite  in  the  langiiaga 
Of   the    blind. 

Mr.  Lynch  writes  accurately  and 
speedily,  using  capitals,  figures  and  all 
igns.  He  writes  more  accurately, 
in  fact,  than  the  majority  oi"  writers 
who  have  not  lost  their  sight.  Mr- 
Lynch  furthermore  understands  the  very 
difficult  art  of  shorthand  writing  in 
Braille  and  you  will  discover  as  you 
chat  with  him  that  he  has  a  complete 
knowledge  of  tabulating,  carbon  work 
and  the  countless  littlt  things  conn 
with  the  typewriter  mechanism  which. 
are  essential.  Mr.  Lynch  incidentally 
may  tf  11  you,  as  you  wait  for  the  super- 
intendent's coming,  lhat  there  are  only 
three  men  in  the  institution  who  have 
their  sight. 


""imam  E,  Travis,  the  present  super- 
intendent who  succeeded  MUlard  W. 
Baldwin,  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
institution  since  July  1. 

In  the  school  and  workshops  you 
see  practically  three  industries  in 
ation— broom   making,   chair  caning  and 
mattress  work. 

Broom  Department  Busy 

The  broom  department,  on  the  first 
floor,  presents  a  busy  scene.  Blind  men 
are  moving  about  with  remarkable  cer- 
tainty, passing  each  other  without  col- 
lision in  narrow  places  and  running  ma- 
chines marked  with  placards  reading: 
'Danger.  Keep  Your  Hands  Away," 
though  these,  ironic  as.  it  may  seem,  are 
only  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  can 
see. 

Some  of  the  men  are  sorting  the  brush, 
which  has  to  be  separated  according  to 
length   and   fibre.     The   seeds   then    have 
to  be  taken  out  and  the  butts  are  thrown 
away.     The  corn  brush  is  next  cut  by  a 
broom   clipper   into   the   required    length, 
and,  mixed  with  rattan,  is  bound  to  the  i 
broom   handle,   where   it    is   made   secure' 
With  wire  and  nails.     The  broom  al 
stage   is   trimmed    by   a    blind    man 
uses     an     extremely     dangerous-loo 


Ernest,  Graffam   in  Chair  Caning  Department. 


knife,  which,  fortunately,  never  slips. 
A  middle  cover  is  laid  on,  together  with 
an  outward  cover  called  "hurl,"  and  the 
shoulders  are  shaped.  The  broom  is 
sewed  in  a  press  having  a  needle  pointed 
at  both  ends  anil  an  eye  in  | 
When  it  ha3  been  clipped,  scraped  and 
labelled,  you  see  a  veri  cable 
broom"  that  you  are  willing  to  guaran- 
tee will  "sweep  clean." 

W.    D.    Smith     of     Westbrook      is     in- 
structor   and    direct^     in     this    depart- 
ment    Mr.  Smith  was  former! 
maker  in   the  paper  mills  of   \ 
He  came  to  the  institution  foi 
In    the    fall    of   1909    at    the    opening    of 
the  shop  of  which  he  is  manager. 

A   prominent    worker   here    is    Charles 
tjnderwood  of  Saco,  who  is  m; 
lives    in    .Saco.      Mr.    Underwood    i 
in  to  his  work  every  morning,  finding  no 
difficulty  in  traveling  back  and  forth. 

1".    S.    Lyons    of    il 
in  the  mattress  department,  which   i 
Ihe    floor    above    th( 
partmenl.       Tn     Upe     institution 
blind  arc  made  ;  <.f  o\-.-i 

which  find  a   market   all  o 
New    Hampshire!    manj 
made  to  order  for  the  lumber  can 
these  rtati 


In  the  mattress  department  you  will 
in  all  likelihood  see  a  mattress  made 
from  start  to  finish.  A  layer  of  jute  or 
totton  is  first  spread  out  and  this  is 
covered  with  excelsior,  nil  of  which  Is 
confined  within  and  shaped  by  a  wood- 
en frame.  The  tick  which  IS  made  in 
the  women's  department  is  next  slipped 
on  and  the  mattress  is  tacked  with  a 
16-inch  needle 

Tin-  costlier  hair  mattresses  as  well  as 
feather  mattresses  are  also  made 
while  the  remodelling  of  mattress* 
an  important  feature  of  the  work.  The 
upholstering  and  chair  repairing  de- 
partment is  on  the  same  floor  and 
looms  for  the  making  of  rugs  are  in- 
stalled here. 

One  Man,  at  Least,  Is  Happy 

William     Hisboe    of    the    mattres 
partmenl.    is     the    happiest     man     in     I  he 
Maine    Institution    for    the    Blind,      Mi 
Bisbee  was  a    fireman   who  lost   his 
in  a  fire.     You  will   very   lik<  I 
Bisbee    tacking    a    mattn 

than  likely  that  lie  will 
As  you  s.c  him  yon   will  ho  halt-inciliieu 
In  t  hink   thai    Mr.  Bit  Keep 

on   your  uppers,"    is   Mr.   Blsbei 

and  it   is  one  in  which  lie  lives  up,     He 


isiastlc  baseball  fan  anil 

lo    all    tii'<    slimes.      '"We    all    havi 
Uoubloe."    saya    Mr.    Blsbee,    "the    blind 
ell  as  those  rli  w\.  must 

Itter  with   the  sweet,     [I 
1 1  ■    thin  It    thai    a    bllni 
must  sit   In  one.  ' 

Mr.   Blpbee's  chief  regret  is  that,  he  has 
not  seen  more  of  the  world.     "If  1  had 
r  was  going  to  be  blind  I  wo 
led     more    extensively."     I 

*•»■ 

.in    which    WES     C' 

pe    i  Jottage   wai 

ind,   and   now  h 

building,   as  the  v 
d,   and    it  ited   that   n 

i   oi  interest  is  the 
has    some    esp  ■ 
rul  chimes  tha/   strike  every 

are    particulai 
I    by    Iho    blind    worker: 
.  ithout    thi  means  of  m 

•■  of  time. 

led   in   the    n 
ing  of  mattres 

ii     sewing    the 
run  'oy   motor  power  ar. 

.Miss    Anna     Spencer    superintends    li 
lakinR        .Miss     Alary     ITart 

parttnent.      Mi 
■     Braille     I"     th 
irmier,  who   was  ca\i< 
nVent  in  Monl 
pent  1  aks    Engl     • 

■ 

"It  is   my   cross,   not  thai     I 
thai.    I    am    awa\ 
at  whose  life  I  love,"  she  tell 
her  pretty  French  accent    wi. 
i     without   its  note  of  wlstfulnes 

11    that   one    feels   more   of 
■    ity — a    sen: 
n<l  of  a  sadness 
i  lm     rather    than    i 
that  these  women  are  not  outward- 
n-erful.  but   it  is  as  if  they  pi 

i  der  to  be  reconciled  than  the 

. 
eral  of  the  young  women 
study     music     in     connection    with 
their    activities    at    the    institution    and 
one  of  these  will  entertain  you  with 
a    finished     program    of     music     in     the 
room  of  the  administration   build- 
mi  mbef     that 

sons  when  you  cannot  sec  the 
printed  notes  present  not  a  lew  Intri- 
cacies. 


The  Oxford  Democrat. 


South  Paris,  Maine,  September  30, 1919 

A  State-wide  campaign  to  raise  $150,- 
000  for  the  extension  of  the  Maine  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  is  planned  to  begin 
in  January  and  several  buildings  are 
contemplated,  if  such  a  fund  is  raised. 
Governor  Milliken  has  endorsed  the  plan 
as  outlined,  the  co-operation  of  the 
State  Grange  is  being  sought,  with  the 
idea  of  asking  each  Grange  to  subscribe 
$100.  Land  will  be  secured  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Park  and  Deering  avenue  and  a 
dormitory  and  school  for  juvenile  blind 
is  contemplated.  The  promise  of  $5000 
has  been  secured  from  a  friend,  condi- 
tional on  a  balance  being  raised. 


Ocfobar-   %.    In*iq. 

BLIND  MAN  TOTRTTfT" 
FDR  LEGISLATURE 

PORTLAND,  Me-  William  J.  Ryan, 
a  blind  man,  widely  known  as  one  of 
the  most  ardent  -workers  In  behalf  of 
anything  that  will  benefit  those  af- 
flicted as  he  is,  announced  that  he  will 
seek  the  Republican  nomination  for 
representative  to  the  Legislature. 


BeLvuc'ov,  Maouv\-e-,  He,\ATSi, 


.13  a.  vie/ 


To  Ask  Dormitory  for 

Institution  for  the  Blind- 


AUGUSTA,  Oct.  19— Senator  Charles 
E.  Gurney  of  Cumberland  will  intro- 
duce by  request  at  the  special  session 
of  the  legislature  a  res&lve  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  the  erection 
of  a  building  thereon  to  b?  used  as  a 
domitory  for  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  The  resolve  carries  an  ap- 
propriation of  $75,000. 

The  statement  of  facta  accompany- 
ing the  resolve  is  as  follows: 

"The  policy  of  boarding  men  out  in 
families  of  sighted  people  was  adopted 
early  by  this  institution  but  it  was  not 
found  practical.  A  house  the  only  one 
obtainable  in  the  neighborhood— was 
rented  and  some  of  the  men  put  there 
to  board,  but  it  is  not  larg*  enough  or 
comfortable,  bat  the  best  we  could  do 
then  or  since.  The  institution  is  grow- 
ing and  a  dormitory  for  the  men  seems 
absolutely  necessary. 

"We  havo  had  two  of  the  boys  bump- 
ed over  by  an  auto  and  they  have  to 
cross  three  streets  to  get  to  the  house 
now. 

"Maine  pays  out  this  season  between 
$S,000  and  $3,000  for  schooling  of  21 
juvenile  blind  in  Massachusetts.  We 
believe  we  have  the  instructors  to  start 
in  doing  that  work  at  home. 

Our  needs  are  thusly  stated.  The  op- 
portunity. We  have  not  the  dormi- 
tory for  me  to  make  them  comfortable 
and  it  is  a  very  serious  question.  We 
have  no  place  to  start  the  juvenile 
schooling. 

"The  Rincs  property  offers  a  solution 
if  we  could  buy  it  A  price  has  been 
mentioned  which  we  have  until  January 
first,  to  wit,  $75,000.  If  we  can  buy  it 
will  give  us  at  once  a  place  for  a  men's 
domitory  and  a  chance  where  tempo- 
rarily we  could  begin  the  teaching  of 
the  young   Dlind  of  Maine. 

"There  are  other  pieces  of  property 
'between  that  and  the  present  school 
property.     On  this  we  have  the  word 


of  the  owners  that  when  they  have  any 
idea  of  selling  they  will  give  us  the  first 
opportunity. 

"If  we  make  the  first  purchase  of 
175.000  we  are  promised  the  first  gift 
of  $5,000  towards  a  building  such  as  tx- 
.  nt  may  prove  to  he  necessary. 
The  purchase  will  give  a  property  at 
«  price  so  low  that  the  advancing  years 
will  doube  and  quadruple  its  value  and 
when  the  time  cornea  for  the  state  to 
run  it  entirely  it  will  be  a  valuable 
property  repaying  every  cent  we  have 
put  into  it.  It  will  prove  a  real  invest- 
ment for  the  state." 


CONCERT  FOR  BLIND 

HtSDAY  EVENING 


fy 


The  15th  annual  concert  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Maine  Fraternal  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  which  was  to 
have  been  given  Saturday  evening, 
Nov.  2,  but  which  had  to  be  unavoid- 
ably postponed,  will  positively  be  giv- 
en at  Frye  hall  Thursday  evening  at  8 
o'clock.  There  will  be  some  slight 
changes  in  the  origmai  program 
the  people  who  attend  are 
a  most  delightful  entertainment.  The 
Victoria  Concert  company  of  Boston 
will  be  one  of  the  features,  and  an 
added  feature  will  be  the  Zimmerman 
Sisters  Trio,  consisting  of  harp,  vio- 
lin and  piano,  in  a  delightful  selection 
o~f  musical  numbers.  Miss  Appiequist, 
the  violinist,  is  spoken  of  very  highly 
as  an  accomplished  player  on  this  in- 
strument, while  Miss  Zimmerman  is  a 
well  known  harpist  of  wide  reputation. 

The  management  w:sh  to  again  an- 
nounce that  those  who  did  not  receive 
tickets  when  they  left  the  hall  the 
previous  night,  will  be  given  tickets 
by  applying'  at  the  box  office  on  the 
night  of  the  entertainment.  The  boys 
of  the  institution  certainly  intend  to 
give  their  patrons  a  square  deal  and 
while  they  are  very  sorry  that  the  af- 
fair happened  as  it  did.  will  do  every- 
thing possible  to  have  matter.-  satis- 
factory to  everybody  who  attends  this 
concert. 


-Bcovigo TT,  M*,.,   Cj 


^nvyifcrc-i.i.^. 


De>oi> m.b«,r   I5"»    I^IT, 


William   .7.    Ryan,   the     A 
Aim  ma.'  man,  is  agah 
on   hie  customers   in    Bangor   with 
1920  issue  of  the  hanily  manual.     Mr. 
Ryan  states     that  tins   is   his  39th 
to    Bangor,    ins    drat      bi  i  ,,     in 

1880  when  he  \\  a:  ,m| 

he   says   he    hopes'    to    be   able 
tihue   with   the   work    until    ]'.••_'.">    when 
he  will  he  86  years  of  age.       This  will 
make     15    years    of    continuous 

the   official     representative     ol 
Maine    Farm  mac.         Mr.    1: 

is     a     candidal.'     for     i.nt 
the         legislature    from       Jortland     and 
pledges  himself  if  elected   to  work    for 
the    interests   of   :H>  liquid   of   the   si 
his    prineipa  i    acl  ivil  tea    beini .        reoi 
to  the  securing  of  an  appn  for 

a  vocational  rorn 

Bangor  Mr.    Ryan  will  go   to     'id  Town 


and   then   to  llouitoii. 


MUM 


.P  A/rutrp 


Ma. 


*y\4s. 


)^4ir^-S- 


'l>l*,yv^P-^f    I  3..     I  Tl-(, 


William  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  who  Is 
making  his  S9  trip  through  the  state 
In  the  interests  of  the  Home  for  the 
Blind,  located  in  Portland,  is  coming 
to  fiangor  next  week,  bringing  with 
him  his  stock  of  Farmer's  Almanlr. 
He  has  been  making  this  trip  all  over 
the  state  since  he  was  15  years  of  age. 
He  will  go  as  far  as  Houlton  on  tbi* 
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State  Gives  $37,000 


Will  Need  »000 


Jampaigrt-^r  Funds  for  Maine 

Institute     for; _JBitffld     to 

OpenjMarth  8th 

PORTLAND,  Jan.  9  (Special). — At 
the  recent  special  session  of  the  Leg- 
leldture,  Ihe  trustees  of  the  Maim 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  submitted 
plans  for  the  development  of  the  In- 
stitution, thai  they  have  been  work- 
ing  out.   and    which   they   believe  are 

ssary   to   meet  the  present   n< 
of    the    blind    people    of    Maine. 

The  plan  include.-  the  purchasi 
adjoining  property,  on  which  an  op- 
tion v  tred  a  few  months  ago; 
this  will  enable  the  trustees  imme- 
diately to  house  the  men  now  con.* 
nected  with  the  institution.  \\ 
there  is  now  a  Splendid  dormitory  tor 
women,  the  men  are  housed  when  - 
ev(  i  opportunity  is  found.  Several 
tim  s  daily  they  are  Obliged  to  cross 
a  street  that  is  filled  with  automo- 
biles and  several  have  been  seriously 
hurt. 

Tin  p'an  also  includes  the  erection 
of  a  bteildtng,  having  an  assembly 
hall,  where  entertainments  may  be 
given  to  lighten  some  of  their  dark 
hours.  This  building  will  have  class 
rooms,  where  the  juvenile  blind  of 
the  State  may  be  educated,  instead 
of  being  sent  to  Massachusettsc,  as 
is  now  h-ing  done,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Slate;  the  cost  to  the  State  for 
the  year  1919.  was  nearly  $9000. 

The  contemplated  enlargement  of 
t  he  "institution,  will  cost  about  $37,- 
:>00.  leaving  a  balance  of  $112,500  to 
raised  from  private  souices.  It 
is  proposed  to  raise  this  amount  by 
a  State-wide  campaign,  during  the 
week  beginning  March    >th. 

ery  dollar  raised  will  be  devoted 
to   the    needs   of   OUR    own   people; 
this   is  a  real   HOME   MISSION. 
I  shall  bo  picas., i     to     receive  anj 
suggestions  from  you  as  to  the  best 
methods  of     conducting     the     cam- 
n   in  vour  community;   also     the 
..  s  of  those  who  will  oo-oni 
i    us. 


Ja.w^a.T-u    i  4- ^   1^2/0. 

CAMPAIGN  ON 

BEHALF  OF  MAINE 

INSTITUTE  FOR  BLIND 

IT  NEEDS  BETTER 

FACILITIES 

At  a  recent  special  session  of  the 
Legislature,  the  trustees  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  submitted 
plans  for  the  development  of  the  In- 
stitution, that  they  have  been  work- 
ing out,  and  which  they  believe  are 
necessary  to  meet  the  present  needs 
of   the   blind    people   of   Maine. 

The  plan  includes  the  purchase  of 
adjoining  property,  on  which  an  op- 
tion was  secured  a  few  months  ago; 
this  will  enable  the  trustees  to  im- 
mediately house  the  men  now  con- 
nected with  the  Institution.  While 
there  is  now  a  splendid  dormitory  for 
women,  the  men  are  housed  wher- 
ever opportunity  Ls  found;  they  are 
obliged  to  cross  a  street  several 
times  daily,  and  several  have  iieen 
seriously  injured  by  passing  auto- 
mobiles. 

The  plan  also  includes  t'.ie  erjKjtipn 
of  a  building,  bavin?  an  assembly 
hall,  "Where""  entertainments  may  be. 
given;  this  building  will  have  a  gym- 
nasium with  shower  baths  and  other 
modern  features.  This  building  will 
also  have  class  rooms,  where  the 
juvenile  blind  of  the  state  may  be  ed- 
ucated, instead  of  being  .sent  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  is  now  being  done,  at 
the  expense  of  the  state;  the  cost  to 
the  state  for  the  year  1919,  was 
ni>"lv    JS.neO. 

The  Institution,  itself,  is  the  best 
argument  that  can  be  presented  in 
favor  of  vocational  training  for  the 
blind.  The  products  of  the  Insti- 
tution find  a  ready  market  and  all 
rork  done  is  of  the  highest  order. 
The  financial  statement  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1919,  shows 
that  sales  in  the.  Broom  department 
amounted  to  $8,796.73;  in  the  Caning 
department  $3,798.40  and  in  tne  M  - 
tress  department  $6,798.42.  The 
statement  shows  that  the  Institution 
at  the  present  time,  is  approximate- 
ly 68%  self-supporting. 

The  contemplated  enlargement  of 
the  Institution  will  cost  about  $160,- 
00O.  The  Legislature  made  an  ap- 
propriation of  $37. .100,  leaving:  a  bal- 
ance of  $112,500  to  be  raised  from 
private  source.?.  It  is  pi aposed  to 
raise  this  ..mount  by  a  Btate-wT<Je 
campaign,  during  the  week  beginning 
Mann    8th. 

Every   dollar   raised   will   be   devoted 
to    the    needs    of   01  r    own    people; 
is    a    real    home    mission. 


blind  fellow  citizens  liave  not 
in  the  past,  and  d.>  not  now,  ask  for 
charity;  they  ask  for  an  opportuni- 
ty to  take  t !  1  r  1  r  places  in  the  Indus- 
iife  of  our  jtate.  Vocational 
truinins  a'.one  can  give  them  that  op- 
portunity. 

The  trustees  believe  that  the  plan, 
,iine<i  above',  will  fully  meet  the 
needs  of  the  state  for  years  to  come 
and,  in  behalf  of  the  blind  people  ot 
Maine,  make  this  appeal  to  the  gen- 
erosity   of    our    citizens. 

The  campaign  has  received  the 
endorsement  of  the  Civic  Bureau  of 
the    Portland    Chamber    of   Commerce. 


H  QoKCla.y\.ct  ,  M<*.„rt  fr,    C o  u,-r- 1 er ■ 
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HELPING  THE  BLIND    ,        .,. 



Knox  County  Will  Be  Asked  To-ILend  a 
Hand  With  the  Other  Counties  In  a 
Splendid   Piece   of   Work. 

A.  S.  Bisbee,  8  well-known  Portland 
business  man,  was  in  the  city  Tuesdaj 
in  the  interest  of  the  fund  that  is  lo  be 
raised  throughout  the  State  for 
work  of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind.  ^£alMng  upon  The  Co-nrier- 
Gazettc  Mr.  Bi.-diee  gave  Hie  following 
statement  regardarid  Hie  great  work. 

"At  a  recent  speoial  session  of  the 
Legislature,"  said  Mr.  Bisbee,  "the 
trustees  of  the  Maine  institution  for  the 
Blind,  which  is  located  in  Portland',  sub- 
milted  plans  for  ttie  development  of 
the  Institution,  that  they  have  been 
working  out,  anil  which  thej  believe 
are  necessarj  hi  tu  ;l  the  present  □ 

of  Ihe   Mind   people  i,f  Maine. 

"The  plan  includes  the  purchase  of 
adjoining   property,   which   will    enable 

the  trustees  to  immediately  I se  the 

men  now  connected  with  tin:  Institu- 
tion. White  there  is  now  a  splendid 
(dormitory  for  women,  Hie  men  are 
housed  wherever  oj.pnrl  i  mi  I  y  is  found: 
they  are  obliged  to  cross  a  streel  sev- 
eral limes  daily,  and  several  have  been 
seriously  injured  l>>  passing  automo- 
biles. 

"The  plan  also  iu"liuies  the  erection 

Of  a    building,   having   an   assembly   hail, 

where  entertainments  may  lie  given. 
This  building  wilt  have  a  gymnasium 
with  shower  baths  and  other  modern 
features:  also  '(Class  rooms;  where  the 

juvenile  blind  nl'   Ihe  Stele  may  be  edu- 

calfd,  instead  of  being  senl  to  Massa- 
chusetts, as  is  now  being  dine,  at  ihe 
expense,  of  Hhe  State.  The  cost  -to  the 
Slate  for  1918  was  nearly  *i),000. 

"The  Institution  itself  is  the  he-,1  ar- 
gument thai  can  be  presented1  in  favor 
of  vocational  training  for  the  blind. 
Its   products    lind   -a    ready    marked    and 

all  work  done  is  of  lie    highesl  order. 


'ihe  financial  statement    for     tin'. 
ending  Dec.  31,  shows  thai  sal 
broom   deparinieiii    amounted     to 
790.73;  in  the  canning    department  83,- 
798.40  and  in  the  mattress  departmenl 
J6.798.42.     'lie    statement     shows     thai 
the  institution   at    Hi  nl    time  i» 

appri.xinrale:  pOOPting. 

"The  contemplated  ealargemerfl  will 
cost  about  $150,000.  Tin:  Legislature 
made  an  appropriation  oT  $37,500,  leav- 
ing a  balance  ,,r  $112,500  lo  be  raised 
from  private  sources,  ll  is  proposed 
to  raise  this  amouni  by  a  StaUj-wide 
campaign,  during  ihe  week    beginning 

March   8. 

"Kvery  dollar  raised  will  he  devoted 
to  the  needs  nf  mil-  pwn  people;  this  is 
a  real  Home  Mission,"  concluded  Mr. 
Bisbee.     "Our  blind   follow  cili/.en>   have 

nol  in  ihe  past,  and  do  not  pow,  ask 
for  eliarilj  :  they  asJ  for  an  opportuu- 
ily  lo  lake  then-  •  the  industrial 

life  mi  mm,  State  vocational  training 
alone  can  give  them  thai  opportunity. 
The  trustees  believe  that  the  plan 
outlined  will  fully  meerl  Ihe  needs  oi' 
the  State  for  years  to  come,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  blind  people  of  Maine  make 
Ibis  appeal  to  the  generosi I  y  of  our 
Citizens.     The   campaign      has     received 

the  endorsement  of  the  civic  bureau  of 
Ihe  I'm!  I  laud  ClwnilK'f  ul  fiyjiunerci.-." 


B^iTku  ,  Ma>t/\€,  ,    U 
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SENATOR  R.  H.  BAXTER 
HEADS  COMMITTEE  IN 
COMING  CAMPAIGN 


Vill  Assist  in  Raising  Funds 

for  Institute  for  Maine 

Blind 


Senator  Rupert  II.  Baxter  of  Bath 
las  been  nanx,l  chairman  for  Sagada- 
ioc  county  in  an  intensive  campaign  dur- 
ng   the   week  beginning  March  8,   in  the 

interests  of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  Portland,  and   it   is  hoped   I 
luting    that    period    funds    sufficient    to 
•arry    through    certain    proposed    exti 

dons  at  the  institute  will  be  raised.  An- 
nexation of  Adjacent  property  and  the 
SPection  of  buildings  wherein  the  sight- 
less of  Maine,  including  the  juvenile 
blind,  may  be  properly  Noused  and,' 
trained  to  take  their  places  in  the  in- 
dustrial world,  is  the  aim  of  the  hoard  ()f 


trustees  of  the  local  institution. 
Option  on  property  adjoining   that   on 

which  the  present  institute  stands,  has 
boon  secured  and  the  solicitation  of  aid 
iMfeBBSgfco  State  legislature  lias  resulted 
in  the  appropriating  of  $37,UO0  to  be 
used  toward  the  proposed  improvements. 
The  contemplated  enlargement  of  the 
institution  will  cost  aboul  ?  1  .">(  U  M  M  >.  and 
the  balance  <>f  $112,500,  is  to  be  raised 
from  private  sources. 

Hon.  John  P.  Deeririg  of  Saco  in  ac- 
cepting the  chairmanship  for  York  coun- 
ty   wrote: 

"1  am  very  much  interested  in  hav- 
ing this  amount  of  money  raised  for  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind,  because 
I  believe  that  tin  State  of  Maine 
should  l>e  able  to  take  care  of  its  own 
unfortunate  blind,  without  calling  on  any 
neighboring  state  to  assist  it,  and  if 
then,  is  any  class  of  people  to  whom  my 
sympathies  (low  it  is  that  class  which  is 
'denied  the  pleasure  of  God's  sunlight.  I 
wish  I  had  more  time  to  devote  to  this 
v.nii:." 


■  + 


SENATOR  THORNTON  WILL 
HELP  IN  THE  CAMPAIGN 
FOR  THE  RLIND  INSTITUTE 


Senator  Seth  S.  Thornton  has  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  to  the  State 
committee  of  the  Maine  Institute  for 
the  Blind  Campaign  which  is  to  be 
conducted  during-  the  week  beginning 
March  8,  and  in  his  letter  of  accep- 
tance received  by  A.  S.  Blsbee  of  this 
city,  State  director  of  the  campaign, 
Mr.  Thornton  says:  "I  am  pleased  to 
do  anything  within  my  power  for  so 
worthy  a  cause,  and  will  do  what- 
ever I  can  to  assist  with  the  State 
wide  campaign  you  are  planning.  I 
am  awaiting   further   instructions. 

The  campaign  will  be  to  raise  $150,- 
000  and  the  funds  will  be  used  in 
making  improvements  at  the  Institu- 
tion in  this  city,  including  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  the  erection  of  new 
building  to  house  the  male  Inmates  as 
well  as  to  care  for  and  instruct  the 
Juvenile  blind  of  Matne  who  are  now 
compelled  to  go  to  Massachusetts  for 
study.  The  Maine  Legislature  has 
appropriated  137,500  to  the  amount 
needed  and  the  balance  of  $112,500  will 
be  raised  from   private  sources. 


President  Charles  II.  rtandSTi  of  the 
hoard  of  trustees  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  will  be  the  host  at  a 
luncheon  to  be  given  Thursday  noon  at 
12.30  at  the  Congress  Square  Hotel.  In- 
vitations have  been  sent  out  to  a  1 
number.  Following  the  luncheon  »d 
discussion  will  be  had  relative  to  the 
proposed  plans  for  enlarging  the  Blind 
Institute. 

PLANS  DISCUSSED  FOR 
COMING  DRIVE  FOR  FUNDS 
FOR  BLIND  INSTITUTE 


On  the  invitation  of  Hon.  Charles 
H.  Randall,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Maine  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  a  score  or  so  citizens  gath- 
ered at  the  Congress  Square  Hotel 
yesterday  noon  for  luncheon  and  to 
further  the  work  of  the  drive  that  is 
to  be  undertaken  in  the  near  future  to 
secure  funds  necessary  for  increasing 
the   facilities   of  the   institution. 

Mr.  Randall  pointed  out  in  no  un- 
certain terms  the  absolute  necessity 
of  additional  facilities,  to  provide 
which  a  fund  of  $:150,000  is  needed.  At 
the  recent  special  session  of  the  state 
legislature,  the  trustees  submitted 
plans  for  the  development  of  the  In- 
stitution that  they  had  under  con- 
sideration and  which  they  believed 
were  necessary  to  meet  the  present 
needs  of  the  blind  people  of  Maine. 
wJSiitr  plan  includes  the  purchase  of 
adjoining  property  on  which  an  op- 
tion has  been  secured.  This  will  en- 
able the  trustees  to  immediately 
house  the  men  now  connected  with 
the  institution.  "While  there  is  now 
a  splendid  dormitory  for  women,  the 
men  are  housed  wherever  opportunity 
is  found  and  they  are  obliged  to  cross 
the  street  several  times  a  day,  whicfr 
street  is  traveled  extensively  by  auto- 
mobiles and  other  vehicles  and  sever- 
al inmates  have  been  severely  in- 
jured. 

One  plan  also  includes  the  erection 
of  a  building  having  an  assembly  hall 
where  entertainments  may  be  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inmates.  This 
building  will  have  class  rooms  where 
the  juvenile  blind  of  the  State  may  be 
educated,  Instead  of  being  sent  to  the 
Perkins  Institute  In  Massachusetts  at 
an  annual  expenditure  of  about  $9,000. 

The    contemplated    enlargement    or 


the  institution  will  cost  about  J150,- 
000,  and  the  Legislature  has  made  an 
appropriation  of  $37,500,  and  the  bal- 
ance must  be  raised  In  the  contem- 
ed  drive. 
Other  addresses  were  made  by  Dr. 
Forest  H.  Perkins,  Rev.  James  F.  Al- 
bion, Rev.  R.  S.  Hudson,  A.  S.  Bisbee, 
State  director  of  the  campaign,  Willis 
B.  Hall,  Senator  Freeman  M.  Grant, 
former  Senator  Edward  W.  Murphy, 
Carl  C.  Coffin,  J.  Putnam  Stevens, 
Chief  Irving  S.  Watts,  and  School  Su- 
perintendent W.  D.  Fuller. 


A-wqCu^stTo,,  >'/la,mg*.  J"oucr-yyA,U. 
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Editor's  Letter  Box 


enneBi 


Portland,   Maine,    ' 
^*    Feb.  11.  1910. 


Editor  KenneHeerJournal: 

Among  the  handicrafts  taught  at 
the  "Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind" 
is  the  reseating  of  chairs.  While  to 
many  this  occupation  may  seem  un- 
important in  the  education  of  the 
newly  blinded  person,  it  has  marked 
advantages  over  many  industries  of 
more  lucrative  importance. 
This  fact  is  more  true  of  cane  seat- 
ing than  any  other  method.  In  this 
work  every  stage  has  to  be  followed 
minutely,  and  each  part  felt  out  in 
detail.  Three  of  the  four  straight 
courses  of  a  chair  are  merely  strung 
tightly;  but  the  remaining  straight 
course,  and  the  two  diagonal  courses 
are  woven,  interlaced  in  such  a  man-' 
ner  that  the  three  straight  courses 
may  be  adequately  supported.  The 
man  who  learns  this  occupation,  and 
is  at  last  enabled  to  correctly  cane  a 
chair  requiring  the  coarsest  or  finest 
cane  has  trained  his  fingers  to  grap- 
ple with  other  work  which  may  re- 
quire greater  skill  but  whose  details 
are  not  so  minute  to  the  touch. 

Another  branch  of  this  work  is  the 
reseating  of  piazza  chairs  and  the  like 
with  coarser  material,  the  pith  of  the 
rattan  from  which  the  finer  sizes  of 
cane  is  made.  Many  hotels  and  sum- 
mer houses  would  do  well  to  turn 
their  work  to  our  Institution,  or  into 
the  hands  of  individual  workmen,  as 
the  case  may  be.  Thus  far  there 
seems  to  be  no  adequate  substitute 
for  the  piazza  chair,  while  in  the  case 
of  ordinary  cane  seats,  the  substi- 
tutes are  numerous.  From  personal 
experience  I  can  say  that  had  I  not 
known  how  to  do  both  kinds  of  work 
I  should  have  been  unable  to  earn 
money  at  times  when  its  value  has 
been  keenly  realized. 

One  of  the  cane  substitutes  is  cane 
webbing,  glued  and  fastened  into  the 


chair  frame  with  a  welt  or  spline. 
Individuals  among  our  men  do  this 
with  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

The  novel  department  of  the  chair 
seating  work  here  is  the  restoration' 
oLAWHhtshioned  rush  seats.  Very 
satisfactory  rush  work  has  been  done, 
wmi  is  still  done  for  no  small  number 
of  well  known  Portland  people,  and 
customers  from  out  of  town  have  felt 
well  repaid  for  sending  their  work 
to  us. 

The  blind  as  a  class  seek  an  oppor- 
tunity to  earn'"fKefFTiving  rather  than 
get  it.  They  are  not  all  equally 
adapted  to  the  same  occupation,  or 
two  or  three  occupations,  any  more 
than  tlteir  sighted  companions  are  all 
fitted  for  two  or  three  specific  occu- 
pations. In  other  states  wider  fields 
have  been  opened  to  them,  occasion- 
ally by  individual  employers,  and  at 
other  times  by  agencies  working  in 
the  interest  of  the  blind. 

The  blind  of  Maine  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  Maine  people  shall 
offer  them  broader  opportunities  and; 
she  shall  take  her  place  in  the  front 
•MritMMttth  relation  to  her  blind,  as  she 
has  long  since  taken  it  in  relation  to 
so  many  interests  that  are  vital  to 
herself  and  the  nation. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  legislature  will 
concur  in  the  recommendations  which 
will  likely  be  presented  to  it  as  a  re- 
sult of  committee  work. 

CHESLET  L.  COTTON. 


2>A.X"Uy>     )/\a.^y\^,     Juw\£-S 

BIG  STATE  CAMPAIGN 

FOR  MAINE  BLIND 


Portland,    Feb.    24:— liy    a    StateMvide 

Campaign     to   b n  lucted     (Turing 

week  beginning  March,  s,  it  is  hoped  to 
raise  a  total  of  *1  lL\.il)0  which  will  be 
devoted  to  enlarging  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind  in  this  city  where  the 
sightless  of  this  state  ire  at  present 
quartered.  The  enlargement  program 
will  mean  an  expenditure  of  about  $150,- 
(IliO  and  the  Main'-  Legislature  has  al- 
ready appropriated  $37,500  to  the  fund. 
Land  situated  near  the  present  institu- 
tion is  to  be  purchased;  a  dormitory  for 
the  male  blind  is  to  he  built,  it  now  being 
necessary  to  house  them  with  private 
families,  and  a  building  will  also  be 
erected  wherein  the  juvenile  blind  of  this 
state  may  be  educated  instead  of  send- 
ing them  to  Boston  as  is  now  the  case 
and  at    an  expense   to   the   state   of  .$9,000 

annually. 

All  Maine  will  be  asked  to  aid  in  this 
worthy  cause  and  to  render  a  service  to 
the  blind  of  which  all  may  be  proud. 
Sagadahoc  county's  quota  is  set  at  $3,- 
B0Q,       divided       as  follows: — Arrowsie, 


tilth,    U.SOS.Tn;    Bowdoiri,     JF45; 
Itnwdoiulimu,      $.*51:     Georgetown,     $51; 
I'hippsmirg,    $63.75;    Richmond,   $190.50; 
To]>s'ham,     $243.75;     Weal     Bath, 
Woolwich,  $48.75. 

Rupert  II.  Baxter  of  Bath  will  repre- 
sent Sagadahoc  county  on  the  State 
committee,  and  additional  city,  town 
and  county  workers  will  be  named  by 
the  chairman. 


START  DRIVE 
,  INST.  BLIND 



All  Maine  Asked  to  Contri- 
bute to  $150,000  Fund. 
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All  Maine  is  this  week  being  asked 
to  contribute  to  the  fund  of  $150  000 
which  is  being  raised  for  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  this  city 0»c] 
which  is  to  be  "used  in  providing  addi- 
tional facilities  at  the  institution  here. 
Yesterday  the  State-wide  campaign 
opened  but  the  activities  of  the  State, 
County,  City  and  Town  committee; 
were  seriously  interrupted  by  reason 
of  the  storm  or  the  inconveniences  oc- 
casioned by  it.  The  campaign  was 
opened  in  Portland  and  close  onto 
$2000  came  in  in  contributions,  one  be- 
ing for  $1000  and  the  balance  being 
made  up  of  a  number  of  smaller  ones. 
Canvass  of  the  city  has  been  post- 
poned for  a  couple  of  weeks,  insofar 
as  the  house  to  house  canvass  is  con- 
cerned, but  letters  have  been  sent  to 
several  thousand  soliciting  contribu- 
tions to  the  fund.  Portland  is  asked 
to  raise  $24,000  as  its  portion  of  $30,- 
873.75  which  is  expected  from  Cumber- 
land county.  The  amount  to  be  raised 
in  the  State  is  $150,000  and  toward  this 
the  Legislature  has  appropriated  $37,- 
500  providing  a  like  sum  is  raised  be- 
fore the  first  of  the  coming  month. 
In  the  event  that  Portland  is  able  to 
raise  its  quota  within  the  time  limit 
the  plan  of  house  to  house  canvass  is 
to  be  omitted. 

P.ecause  of  the  objects  of  the  cam- 
paign  and  the  good  that  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  fund,  the  committee 
for  the  campaign  as  well  as  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  institution  are  confi- 
dent that  the  amount  will  be  raised. 
All  of  the  money  raised  is  to  be  used 
in  providing  new  equipment  at  the  in- 
stitute; adjacent  land  is  to  be  bought, 
new  buildings  erected  wherein  the 
male  blind  may  be  housed  and  the 
juvenile  blind  educated  instead  of 
their  being  sent  to  Boston  as  is  now 
the^.i 

Donations  may  be  sent  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  campaign  on   Bxch 
street. 


APPEAL  TO  GRANGES 
INSTATE  FOR  HELP 


Headquarters  Here  Open 
Monday  Morning,  Drive 
To  Raise  $150,000  Will 
Close  on  March  15. 

Support  of  the  members  of  the  500 
granges  in  this  State  is  sought  ih  an 
appeal  sent  out  today  from  the  head- 
quarters   in    this    City    of    the    Maine 

Institute     For     the      TTliinl      lung  n 

Headquarters  open  Monday  morning 
and.  continue  in  operation  until  March 
15. v  The  campaign  is  to  raise  $150,000 
with  which  to  enlarge  the  blind  insti- 
tute in  this  City  and  toward  this 
amount  $37,500  has  been  appropriated 
by  the  Maine  Legislature,  leaving  the 
balance  to  come  from  other  sources. 
The  campaign  is  to  cover  the  entire 
State  and  each  city  and  town  will  be 
asked,  to  contribute  its  proportionate 
share. 

Granges  in  various  sections  of  Cum- 
berland County  ha-\e  adopted  resolu- 
tions endorsing  the  campaign  and  the 
work  that  is  planned  in  the  interests 
of  the  sightless  of  Maine.  North  Scar- 
boro  Grange  is  the  first  to  answer  the 
appeal  and'  has  voted  $25  toward  the 
campaign  fund. 

The  appeal  which  has  been  sent  out 
by  Campaign  Director  A.  S.  Bisbee 
follows: 

"Knowing,  the  interest  that  our  or- 
der has  in  every  good  work,  I  am  tak- 
ing the  liberty  to  appeal  to  you  in  be- 
half of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind.  This  worthy  institution  is  in 
great  need  of  help  and  must  have  he! 
if  it  is  to  carry  on  the  work  that  is 
needed  to  be  done  for  our  blind  fellow 
citizens.  In  my  own  grange  (Deer- 
ing)  we  have  two  blind  members. 
Brother  Ryan,  agent  for  the  Farmers' 
Almanac,  is  well  known  to  grangers 
throughout  the  State,  and  it  is  largely- 
due  to  his  energy  and  devotion  to  his 
unfortunate  fellows  that  we  have  our 
present   institution. 

"The  trustees  will  keep  a  separate 
account  of  all  money  received  from 
grange  sources,  and  in  the  new  build- 
ing which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  as 
soon  as  funds  are  available,  a  fitting 
tablet  will  be  set  stating  what  part  the 
grange  had  in  making  the  building 
possible.  I  feel'  sure  that  the  members 
of  our  order  all  desire  to  have  a  part 
in  this  campaign." 
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GRANGES  APPEALED  TO  IN 
BEHALF  OF  THE  MAINE 
INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Support    of  the  mern'oers  of   the   500 
granges  in   this  State  is  sought  in  an 
appeal    sent    out    yesterday    from 
headquarters  in  this  city  of  the  Main,. 
Institute    for      the      Blind  ^ftampai 
which    opens    on    next   Monday  'fllorn- 
Ing  and  continues  until  March  15.  The 
campaign    is      to    raise    $150,000      with 
■whic  ii     to    enlarge    the    blind    institute 
'In    this    city   and  toward   this   amount 
'.$37,500   has    been  appropriated  by   thu 
'.Maine    Legislature    leaving    the    bal- 
ance to  come  from  other  sources.     The 
campaign  is  to   cover  the  entire   state 
and  eiich  city  and  town  will  be  asked 
Uo    contribute    its   proportionate    share. 
Grangers      in    various      sections      of 
'Cumberland  County  have  adopted  res- 
olutions   endorsing   the    campaign   and 
work   that   is   planned   in   the   in- 
terests   of     the      sight.lesd    of      Maine. 
Worth  Scarboro  Grange  is  the  first  to 
answer  the  appeal  and  has  voted  $25 
toward  the  campaign  fund. 

The  appeal  .which  has  been  sent 
but  by  Campaign  Director  A.  S.  Bis- 
toee  follows: 

"Knowing  the  interest  that  our 
order  has  in  every  go6d  work,  I  am 
taking  the  liberty  to  appeal  to  you  in 
behalf  of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  This  worthy  institution  is  in 
great  need  of  help  and  must  have  help 
if  it  is  to  carry  on  the  work  that  is 
needed  to  'be  done  for  our  blind  fellow 
citizens.  In  my  own  grange  (Deer- 
ing)  we  have  two  blind  members. 
Brother 'Ryan,  agent  for  the  Farmers^ 
Almanac,  is  well  known  to  Grangers 
throughout  the  state,  and  it  is  large- 
ly due  to  his  energy  and  devotion  to 
his  unfortunate  fellows  that  we  have 
our   present   institution. 

"T:ie  trustees  will  keep  a  separate 
account  of  all  money  received  from 
Grange  sources,  and  in  the  new  build- 
ing which  it  is  proposed ,  to  erect  as 
soon  as  funds  are  available,  a  fitting 
tablet  will  be  set  stating  what  part 
the  Grange  had  in  making  the  build- 
ing possible.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
•members  of  our  -order  all  desire  to 
"have    a   part    in    this    campaign." 


J/Urolv  if.    \<\wy- 

APPEAL  FOR  CAMPAIGN 

INSTITUTE  FOR  *LIND 

Support  of  the  memberiurf  the  500 
Granges  in  this  State  is  sought  in  an 
appeal  sent  out  yesterday  from  the 
headquarters  in  this  city  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  campaign  which 
opens  on  next  Monday  morning  and 
continues  until  March  15.  The  cam- 
paign is  to  raise  $150,000  with  which  to 
enlarge  the  blind  institute  in  this  city 
and  toward  this  amount  $37,500  has 
been  appropriated  by  the  Maine  Legis- 
lature leaving  the  balance  to  come  from 
other  sources.  The  campaign  is  to 
cover  the  entire  State  and  each  city 
and  town  will  be  asked  to  contribute 
its  proportionate  share. 

Granges  in  various  sections  of  Cum- 
berland county  have  adopted  resolu- 
tions endorsing  the  campaign  and  the 
work  that  is  planned  in  the  interests 
of  the  sightless  of  Maine.  North  Scar- 
boro grange  is  the  first  to  answer  the 
appeal  and  has  voted  $20  toward  the 
campaign  fund. 

The  appeal  which  has  been  sent  out 
by  Campaign  Director  A.  S.  Bisbee  fol- 
lows : 

"Knowing  the  interest  that  our  Or- 
der has  in  every  good  work,  I  am  tak- 
ing the  liberty  to  appeal  to  you  in 
behalf  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  This  worthy  institution  is 
in  greaS~freea  of  help  and  must  have 
help  if  it  is  to  carry  on  the  work  that 
is  needed  to  be  done  for  our  blinc 
fellow  citizens.  In  my  own  grange 
(Deering)  we  have  two  blind  mem- 
bers, Brother  Ryan,  agent  for  the  Far- 
mers' Almanac,  Is  well  known  tc 
Grangers  throughout  the  State,  and  il 
is  largely  due  to  his  energy  and  de- 
votion to  his  unfortunate  fellows  that 
we   have  our   present   institution. 

"The  tructees  will  keep  a  separate 
account  of  all  money  received  from 
Grange  sources,  and  in  the  new  build- 
ing which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  as 
soon  as  funds  are  available,  a  fitting 
tablet  will  be  set  stating  what  part  the 
Grange  had  in  making  the  building 
possible.  I  feel  sure  that  the  members 
of  cur  order  all  desire  to  have  a  part 
in  this  campaign."       ** 


The  Maine  Institute  for  the 

Blind. 

A  State-wide  campaign  is  to  be  con- 
ducted beginning  the  week  of  March  8 
in  the  interests  of  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  BUgdjn.  Portland,  according  to 
announcement  made  from  headquarters 
recently.     The    campaigh    will    be    to 


raise  $112,500,  the  original  amount  be- 
ing $150,000  but  toward  this  the  legisla- 
ture has  appropriated  $37,500.  The 
money  is  to  be  used  in  enlarging  the  in- 
stitute so  as  to  accommodate  more  of 
.Maine's  sightless  people  and  to  equip 
them  with  a  training  that  will  fit  them 
for  positions  in  the  industrial  life  of  our 
State.  Every  person  in  Maine  will  be 
asked  to  aid  in  the  work  by  contribut- 
ing to  a  cause  by  which  the  less  fortu- 
nate of  Maine  will  benefit.  The  plan 
al9o  includes  the  educating  at  the  insti- 
tute of  the  juvenile  blind  of  this  State 
and  avoid  sending  them  to  Massachu- 
setts as  is  now  the  ca9e  and  at  an  ex- 
pense at  the  present  time  of  about 
100. 
Millard  Metcalf  of  Greenville  will 
represent  Piscataquis  county  on  the 
State  Campaign  committee  and  the 
amount  allotted  to  the  district  is  set  at 
$1,950,  divided  as  follows:  Abbot, 
$31.50;  Atkinson,  $28.50;  Barnard, 
'$11.25;  Blanchard,  $15;  Bowerbank, 
$10.50;  Bovd  Lake,  $3.75;  Brownville, 
$97.50;Chesuncook;$3;Dover-Foxcroft, 
'•5697;  Greenville,  $101.25;  Guilford, 
$285;  Katahdin  Iron  Works,  $16.50; 
Kingsbury,  $11.25;  Lake  View,  $33.75; 
Medford.  $22.50;  Milo  and  Derby, 
$221.25;  Monson,  $52.50;  Northeast 
Carry,  $37.50;  Onawa,  $4.50;  Orneville, 
$18.75;  Parkman,  $40.50;  Sangerville, 
$97.50;  Sebec,  ;>30;  Shirley,  $22.50; 
Wellington,  $26  2S,-  Williamsburg,  $9; 
Willimantic,  $lb 


START  DRIVeIeXT 
MONDAY  FOR  STATE 
BLIND,  INSTITUTE 

Hope  to  '  Raise  $112,500 
With  Which  to  Improve 
Facilities  for  Care  and 
Education  of  Blind. 

With  the  appointment  of  county 
chariman  and  sub  committees  com- 
plete in  practically  every  county  in 
the  State,  and  with  a  State  campaign 
committee  composed  of  leading  citi- 
zens from  various  section*,  of  Maine, 
the  State-wide  campaign  of  the  Maine 
Institute  For  the  Blind  will  open  on 
Monday  morning  of  llf.it  wtek  and  will 
be  continued  up  to  and  including  the 
lath.  Within  this  period  it  is  hoped 
to  raise  $112,500  in  order  that  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  blind  institute 
in  this  City  may  provide  more  ade- 
quate facilities  for  the  care  and  main- 
tenance of  the  sightless  of  this   State. 


With  the  number  of  inmates  show- 
ing a  goodly  increase  in  recent  years 
and  a  likewise  large  number  of  appli- 
cations now  pending  from  others  in 
the  Statu  seeking  admission  to  the  in- 
stitute, enlargement  of  the  present 
quarters  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
future  is  said  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Land  i3  to  be  purchased  adja- 
cent to  the  location  of  the  present  set 
of  buildings  and  on  this  land  new 
buildings  are  to  be  erected,  providing, 
however,  that  the  more  fortunate  resi- 
dents of  Maine  contribute  to  the  fund 
which  it  is  hoped  to  raise  during  the 
coming  week. 

The  initial  plan  called  for  a  fund  of 
$150,000,  this  being  the  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  preliminary  work,  but 
toward  this  the  State  Legislature  has 
appropriated  $37,500,  leaving  the  bal- 
ance of  $112,500  to  be  raised  from  oth- 
er sources.  Cumberland  County's 
quota  is  set  at  $30,87:5.75  and  of  this 
amount  Portland  will  be  asked  to  con- 
tribute $24,000.  That  Portland  will 
give  its  proportionate  share,  and  give 
4  readily,  as  will  undoubtedly  every 
city  and  town  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
is  a  foregone  conclusion  in  the  belief 
of  the  committee. 

"Portland  people,  as  well  as  those  of 
other  sections  of  the  State,  will  not 
fail  in  this  campaign,"  said  Campaign 
Director  A.  S.  Bisbee.  "It  is  one  in 
which  all  are  interested  because  it  is 
a  real  home  mission.  The  blind  in- 
mates do  not  ask  for  charity — -they 
never  have  asked  for  charity — but 
they  do  appeal  to  their  more  fortunate 
brothers  and  sisters  for  an  opportun- 
ity to  take  their  places  in  the  indus- 
trial life  of  Maine.  The  Maine  Insti- 
tute For  the  Blind  in  this  City  is  in- 
tended for  just  that  purpose.  Under 
experienced  instructors  the  sightless 
are  taught  various  occupations — occu- 
pations that  they  can  successfully  un- 
dertake and  when  once  they  have 
gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
work  are  ready  to  leave  the  institution 
and  follow  their  work  in  some  other 
field. 

"The  present  institution  is  inade- 
quate in  many  ways.  We  need  the 
adjacent  land  and  a  new  dormitory 
wherein  the  male  blind  may  be  housed. 
We  are  in  need  of  a  building  wherein 
we  may  educate  the  juvenile  blind  of 
Maine,  who  are  now  being  sent  to 
Massachusetts  for  their  training.  Last 
year  the  cost  to  the  State  was  $9,000, 
this  being  for  a  class  of  22.  If  the 
campaign  is  successful  these  sons  and 
daughters  of  Maine  will  be  taught  at 
home,  in  an  institution  modern  in  ev- 
ery respect  and  where  they  may  be  as- 
sured of  a  training  the  actual  worth 
of  which  they  alone  can  estimate.  * 
am  hopeful  that  the  people  of  Port- 
land and  the  State  will  do  their  bi» 
toward  fulfilling  the  aims  and  desire! 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Main* 
Institute  For  the  Blind  and  will  giv< 
generously  to  a  cause  that  is  desev. 
ing  of  the  undivided  support  of  every 
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FOR  INSTITUTE 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


$150,000  Is  Asked  to  Im- 
prove Facilities  for  In- 
structing Those  Deprived 
of  Sight. 


All  Maine  is  this  week  being  asked 
to  contribute  to  the  fund  of  $150,000 
which  is  being  raised  for  the  Maine 
tute  for  the  Blind  in  this  city  and 
whTWrfs*  to  be  used  **>•  providing  ad- 
ditional facilities  at  the  institution 
here.  Yesterday  the  state-wide  cam- 
paign opened  but  the  activities  of  the 
state,  county,  city  and  town  commit-; 
ti  es  were  seriously  interrupted  by 
reason  of  the  storm  or  the  inconven- 
iences occasioned  by  it.  The  cam- 
paign was  opened  in  Portland  and  close 
onto  $2,000  came  in  contributions,  one 
being  for  $1,000  and  the  balance  be- 
ing- made  up  of  a  number  of  smaller 
ones. 

Canvass  of  the  city  has  been  post- 
poned for  a  couple  of  weeks,  insofar  at 
the  house  to  house  canvass  is  con- 
cerned, but  letters  have'  been  sent  to 
several  thousand  soliciting  contribu- 
tions to  the  fund.  Portland  is  asked 
to  raise  $24,000  as  its  portion  of  $30, ~ 
873.75  which  is  expected  from  Cum- 
berland county.  The  amount  to  be 
raised  in  the  state  is  $150,000  and  to- 
ward this  the  Legislature  has  ap- 
propriated $27,500  providing  a  like 
sum  is  raised  before  the  first  of  the 
coming  month.  In  the  event  that  Port- 
land is  able  to  raise  its  quota  within 
the  time  limit  the  plan  of  a  house  to 
house  canvass  is  to  be  omitted. 

because  of  the  objects  of  the«-cam- 
paign  and  the  good  that  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  fund,  the  committee 
for  the  campaign  as  well  as  the  boarfl 
of  trustees  of  the  institution  are  con- 
fident that  the  amount  will  be  raised. 
All  of  the  money  raised  is  to  be  used 
in  providing  new  equipment  at  the 
institute.  adjacent  land  is  to  be 
bought,  new  buildings  erected  where- 
in the  male  blind  may  be  housed  and 
the  juvenile  blind  educated  instead  of 
their  being  sent  to  Boston  as  is  no\v 
the  case. 


tii  ns  may  be  sent  to  the  head- 
on  Exchange  street. 

State  Campaign  Director  A.  S.  Bis- 
bee  has  sent  the  following  leter  to  all 
county  and  town  chairmen  in  the 
state: 

112  Exchange  St.,  Portland,  Me. 

March  5.  1020". 
Dear  Friend: 

I  am  forwarding,  under  separate 
eovePi  posters  and  pledge  cards  that 
are  to  be  used  in  behalf  of  the  In- 
situatlon  for  the  Blind.  I  am  awsrn 
that  e'onditions  are  very  unfavorable 
at  this  time,  that  owing  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  roads,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  do  any  work  of  this  nature,  t 
do  feel,  however,  that  we  should  make 
a  beginning  at  once,  and  we  must 
therefore  leave  it  to  your  judgment 
when  it  is  best  to  canvass  the  people 
of  your  community.  We  hope  to  get 
in  enough  money  before  the  first  of 
April  to  purchase  the  property  that  we 
have  secured  an  option  on.  As  I  have 
written  previously,  the  amount  of  $37,- 
500  appropriated  by  the  special  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  is  available  as 
soon  as  a  like  amount  is  raised.  Every 
little  will  help,  and  while  we  are  very 
anxious,  and  are  very  confident  *hat 
we  will  secure  enough  money  to  se- 
cure the  property  before  April  1st, 
money  received  after  that  date  will  bo 
equally  appreciated,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  trustees  of  the  institution.  I  thank 
you  for  your  interest  and  help. 
Yours   fraternally, 

Almon    S.    Rtstroe, 
Campaign  Manager. 
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Maine  Institute  For  Wind 
Begins  $150,000  Campaign 

With  the-  appointment  of  couowjr 
chairman  and  sub-committees  com* 
plete  in  practically  every  county  in 
the  state,  and  with  a  state  campaign 
committee  composed  of  leading  citi- 
zens from  various  sections  of  Maine, 
the  state-wide  campaign  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  will  open  to- 
day and  wijl  be  continnued  up  to  and 
including  the  16th.  Within  this  peri- 
od it  is  hoped  to  raise  $1J2,500  in 
order  that  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  blind  institute  in  this  city  may 
provide  more  adequate  facilities  for 
the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  sight- 
less of  this  state. 


Jcf^^»\X.lAt/.,     JJ>  yr^rcz,  £>!=>• 
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CAMPAIGN    FOR  THE   Btfl 

It  is  indeed  rare  when  Maine  is  asked 
to  contribute  to  a  cause  which  is  wholly 
its  own,  but  that  is  the  case  this  week 
In  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind 
campaign  whlUrl  IIUAI  for  its  mission  the 
raising  of  a  fund  of  $150,000  of  which 
the  State  already  has  given  $37,500. 
The  only  regret  about  the  whole  affair 
is  that  the  Legislature  did  not  see  lit 
to  appropriate  the  whole  amount,  for 
certainly  there  are  few  causes  more  de- 
serving, or  more  vitally  beneficial  to 
the  State  as  a  whole.  However,  as  it 
did  not,  it  remains  for  the  directors  to 
raise  the  balance  and  this  they  are  en- 
deavoring to  do  at  the  present  time. 

The  splendid  institution,  located  on 
Park  Avenue,  in  this  city,  is  sadly  in 
need  of  additional  room  and  buildings 
ifor  the  accommodation  of  its  rapidly 
increasing  number  of  inmates.  In  the 
first  place  there  is  not  sufficient  land 
on  which  to  expand  and  this  must  be 
purchased,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  taking  over  the  lot  on 
the  corner  of  Park  and  Deering 
Avenues.  One  of  the  greatest  needs  is 
for  a  building  which  shall  contain  an 
assembly  hall,  a  gymnasium,  baths  and 
other  essential  features.  In  addition 
it  must  have  class  rooms  for  the  edu- 
cation of  juvenile  blind,  all  of  whom 
now  have  to  be  sent  to  Massachusetts 
at  a  cost  of  about  $9,000  each  year. 

One  of  the  most  vital  requirements 
is  for  a  men's  dormitory,  at  present  the 
male  inmates  being  housed  in  various 
places.  Because  of  this  they  are 
obliged  to  cross  the  street  many  times 
daily  and  already  several  accidents 
have  occurred.  This  building  also  is 
included  in  the  budget  in  the  fund  to 
be  raised. 

No  unfortunates  in  the  State  are 
more  deserving  than  the.  blind,  and 
what  is  more,  they  do  not  want  charity, 
hut  only  an  opportunity  to  work.  At 
the  present  time  inmates  of  the  insti- 
tution are  engaged  in  several  trades 
with  wonderful  success  and  there  is 
a  big  demand  for  everything  they  can 
produce.  Already,  through  their  splen- 
did efforts,  the  institution  is  about  GS 
percent  self-supporting.  What  other 
State  institution  can  show  a  record 
which  anywhere  near  equals  this  one' 
The  campaign  for  funds  will  be  on 
throughout  the  present  week  and  will 
be  State-wide  in  its  character.  Tt  is 
hoped  that  all  of  Maine  will  rally  to 
such  a  splendid  cause  for  it  means  just 
as  much  to  Aroostook  County  as  it 
does  to  Cumberland  and  it  helps  Ban- 
go*-  Just  as  much  as  it  does  Portland. 
Tt  is  for  the  blind  of  all  the  Stale  and 
they  are  deserving  of  everything  me 
people  of  Maine  can  give.  them. 


Campaign  for  ! 
Blind  Institute 

Being  ^'Vfihxtl  Thtf"*>"f    Maine 

This  Week  in  Spite 

of    Storm 


PORTLAND.  March  10  (Special). 
— Unfavorable  weather  conditions 
thruout  the  State  have  seriously  in- 
terrupted the  plans  made  for  this 
week  in  connection  with  the  State- 
wide caimpaign  for  the  Maine  insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  In  this  cityr— *fte 
campaign,  h«iw<»v»r,  Is  being  pushed 
with  all  possible  energy  and  letters 
have  been  sent  out  to  county,  city 
andi  town  chairmen  urging  them  to 
iSs  their  territory  as  'best  they 
may  under  the  circumstances.  The 
campaign  will  be  carried  over  an- 
other week  In  the  hope  that  the  full 
amount  of   $112,500   wfll  he  raised. 

The  original  plans  called  for  a 
fund  of  $150,000.  needed  for  im- 
provements and  additions  to  the 
local  institutions  in  order  to  provide 
suitable  conveniences  for  the  sight 
less  of  Maine,  but  this  has  bee/n  re- 
duced to  $112,500  by  an  appropria- 
tion of  $37,500  given  by  the  Maim 
Legislature.  In  order  to  procure  the 
last  named  sum,  it  Is  necessary  that 
the  campaign  committee  and:  the 
board  of  trustees  raise  a  like  amount 
before  the  first  of  April.  This  the 
committee  is  hopeful  of  doing  and 
has  appealed  to  every  person  In 
every  city,  town  and  plantatior.  vi 
this  State. 

The  objects  of  the  campaign  and 
the  benefits  that  are  to  be  derived 
from  the  funds  by  the  less  fortunate 
of  Maine  are  believed  to  be  sufTn  • 
as  an  appeal.  Donations  may  b< 
to  county,  city  or  town  ohai 
direct  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
campaign  in  Portland. 


APPEAL  IN  BEHALF 
OF  BLIND  CAMPAIGN 


People  Should  be  Proud  to 
Give  Says  Grant 

An  appeal  to  the  people  of  Cumber- 
land County  in  behalf  of  the  campaign 
now  being  conducted  for  the  Maine  In- 
stitute for  th«  Blind  is  made  by  Free- 
man M.  (.'.rant  of  Portland,  chairman 
for  Cumberland  County.  The  appeal 
follows: 


To  the  Citizens  oe  Cumberland  County: 

During  this  week  you  will  he  given 
an  opportunity  to  do  something  for  the. 
uniortiinate  Hind  in  this  State. 

You  have  responded  nobly  to  every 
call,  and  they  have  been  numerous 
during  the  last  few  years,  but  while 
vr  have  given  liberally  to  these  va- 
rious causes,  we  should  turn  our  at- 
tention at  this  time  to  the  1,000  citizens 
of  our  own  State  who  do  not  have  the 
privilege  of  seeing  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture. 

Many  have  been  blind  since  birth. 
Just  turn  your  thoughts  to  these  a 
moment;  they  have  never  seen  the  pure 
white  snow  in  Winter,  or  the  green 
felds  in  Summer;  the  beautiful  sun- 
sets and  the  thousand  and  one  things 
that  you  and  I  enjoy. 

There  are  others,  who  have  known 
all  these  things  in  the  past,  but  who 
through  misfortune,  have  lost  their 
eyesight  and  must  live  in  darkness 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Remember  that  anyone  of  us  may  at 
any  time  become  afflicted  with  this 
sumo  misfortune,  so  let  us  give  as 
liberally  as  our  means  will  permit. 

Every  citizen  should  be  proud  to 
contribute  to  this  most,  worthy  cause, 
even  though  that  contribution  may  be 
small. 

There  is  so  much  work  before  the 
committee,  that  if  you  will  kindly 
make  your  offering  without  be- 
ing personally  called  upon,  it  will  re- 
lieve taid  committee  of  a  great 
amount  cf  work. 

Thanking  each  and  every  contributor, 
I  am. 

Sincerely  yours, 
FREEMAN  M.  GRANT, 
Chairman  for  Cumberland  County. 


j3A.v-x.qro  r»    )Aa,i.,At,   A^^Ji>. 
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IN  THE  HOUSE 


Act  Relating  to  Insurance  In- 
tro>kiced lJ*y  Thomas  of 
k\  $fldfn  Portland. 

(Special  to  th<  B  soi  Daily  News) 
AUGUSTA,  March  11— In  the  house 
Tuesday  Rep.  Thomas  of  South  Port- 
land introduced  an  act  relating  to  the 
cancellation,  non-renewal  or  restriction 
of  health  and  accident  policies. 

The  act  provides  that  no  policy  of 
insurance  against  loss  or  damage 
from  sickness,  bodily  injury  or  death 
of  the  insured  by  accident,  issued  or 
delivered  to  any  person  in  this  state 
shall  he  subject  to  cancellation    non- 


renewal or  restriction  after  30  days 
from  the  date  of  its  issue  except  under 
the  following  conditions:  For  non- 
payment of  premiums,  when  the  in- 
sured has  actually  retired  from  active 
business  or  is  not  actually  engaged  for 
a  period  of  six  mouths  or  more  in  some 
business,  when  the  insured  has  re- 
ceived not  less  than  100  times  the 
monthly  indemnity  or  25  times  the 
monthly  indemnity  provided  by  the 
policy,  when  the  insured  engages  in 
any  occupation  classified  by  the  com- 
pany as  non-insurable,  when  the  in- 
sured engages  in  any  hazard  outside 
of  his  stated  occupation  or  in  case  of 
fraud  fm   the  part  of  the  insured. 

The  act  further  provides  that  it  shall 
apply  to     all     policies     of     insurance 
against   loss  or  damage  from   sick  or 
bodily  injury  or  death  o,f  the  insured 
by  accident  issued   or  delivered  prior 
to  the  date  this  act  becomes  effective- 
or  in  fcfee  on  such  date    after    such 
policies  have  been  issued  for  a    period 
of  30  days  or  more. 
SENATE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 
The  committee  on    finance    reported 
ought  to  pass  on  resolves  in  favor  of 
the  following    institutions;    Children's 
Aid  Society  of  Maine,    Eastern    Maine 
Orphans'  Home,   Bangor;      Girls'     Or- 
phanage,   Lewiston;    Healey     Asylum, 
Lewiston;   Lewiston  and  Auburn  Chil- 
dren's  Home;    St.   Elizabeth's  Roman 
Catholic.  wjjii.»u     Asylum.     Portland; 
C  T.  U;    Temporary  Home,  Sajpul' 
ued;    Children's  Heart  Work   Society, 
Portland;    Children's     Protective     So- 
ciety,     "Portland;     Maine     Children's 
Home    Society;     York    County    Chil- 
dren's Aid     Society,     Saco;     Augusta 
General  Hospital;  Bar  Harbor  Medical 
and  Surgical. Hospital;  Bath  City  Hos- 
pital; Calais  Hospital;  Castine  General 
Hospital;  Central  Maine  General  Hos- 
pital, Lewiston;  Charles  A.  Dead  Hos- 
pital.  Greenville   Junction;    Children's 
Hospital",    Portland;      Eastern     Maine 
General    Hospital,    Bangor;    Gardiner 
General  Hospital;   Knox  County  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  Rockland;  Madigan  Me- 
morial Hospital,  Ti0-alLon:    Maine  Eye 
and  Infirmary,  Portland;  Js*^6  Gener- 
al Hospital,  Portland;  Northern   ^"CJue 
General  Hospital,     Eagle    Lake;'  "old 
Town  Hospital;    Presque  Isle  General 
Hospital;    Rumford    Hospital   Associa- 
tion;   Sisters    of    Charity,    Waterville, 
for  medical  and  surgical  treatment  of 
the  poor;  St.  Mary's  General  Hospital 
Lewiston:  Trull  Hospital  Aid  Associa- 
tion,   Biddeford:    Waldo   County   Gen- 
eral  Hospital,    Belfast;    Webber   Hos- 
pital, Biddefprd;   York  Hospital.  York 
Village;  Good  Samaritan  Home  Asso- 
ciation, Augusta;  Temporary  Home  for 
Women  and  Children,  Portland:  Home 
for  Aged  Women',  Belfast:  Maine  Mis- 
sion for  the  Deaf,  Bailor;   Maine  In- 
stitute   for  the  Blind— Jto^Mand. 


Fo  »:>jLrtu>..  i'Wn^  ^k^^^s. 


l.\  A  TRAIN  bound  foi^Lewiston 
the  other  day,  JCr.  Bisbee.  who  is  di- 
recting the  drive  lor  the  Maine  Insti- 
tute  tor  The  rprrl  """  chatting  with 
his  assistant.  Brneal  -J-  Hill,  about 
their  cam paiif n.  Something  they  said — 
ind  they  do  not  know  the  mselves  what 
ii  was — made  an  impression  upon  a 
fellow    traveler. 

"I  beg-  >our  pardon."  he  said  to  them 
as  the  train  d eared  Lewlston,  "I  coul<3 
not  help  hearing  what  jou  said  about 
this  campaign,  and  while  '  cannot  do 
much,  may  I  give  you  this  biil?" 

It   was   a   live-dollar  bill. 

"Say."    remarked    Bisbee    1o    Hill    af- 
terward,   "this    shows    us    what    to    do, 
Let'a    talk    about    tlu-    cause    whenever 
we  think  anyone  will  overhear  us." 
THE  STROLLER. 
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WILL  CONTINUE  DRIVE    !>  v 
FOR  ANOTHER  WES 


The  campaign  for  funds  for  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  will  be 
continued  during  the  coming-  week 
and  possibly  through  the  remainder  of 
tlie  month.  This  is  necessary  through 
the  fact  that  weather  conditions  have 
made  it  impossible  for  the  campaign 
directors  to  send  solicitors  out  on  the 
streets  for  house  to  house  and  personal 
uls. 

Funds  have  been  coming  in  very 
generously  during  the  past  few  days, 
especially  when  the  mail  has  been 
wholly  relied  upon.  It  is  hoped  that 
•  ople  of  Portland  will  continue  to 
mail  their  contributions  to  the  fund  to 
the  headquaiters,  for  the  present  out- 
■lqpk  offers  no  encouragement  for 
house   to  house"  SSWHi!H«   ■  ~~-~~"— 


I  0-rtLa.y^du,  Min,Y\«,,  TVjt-t>t> 
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APPEAL  FOR  INSTI- 
TUTE FOR  BLIND 

An  urgent  appeal  lias  gone  forth. to 
every  part  of  the  Pino  Tree  State  ask- 
ing "that  the  mails  be  utilized  in  for- 
warding all  subscriptions  to  this  city, 
in  view  of  conditions  now  existing 
throughout  the  State  of  Maine. 

Little  hope  was  entertained  Thurs- 
day by  the  local  committee  that  the 
quota  expected  of  Portland  and  vicin- 


ity in  the  campaign  now  on  for  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  would  be 
raised  before  Saturday  and  according- 
ly the  solicitations  for  the  fund  of 
$150,000  will  be  continued  at  least 
throughout  the  coming  week.  Several 
small  sums  were  acknowledged  at 
headquarters  today  from  local  people 
and  while  numerous  other  responses 
are  expected  before  close  of  this  week, 
big  results,  it  is  believed,  cannot  be 
shown  until  the  house  to  house  can- 
vass is  started. 

Thursday  an  appeal  was  sent  to  the 
various  churches  in  Portland  and  vi- 
cinity seeking  the  co-operation  of  the 
parishioners  in  the  respective  parishes 
and  asking  for  volunteers  to  help  in 
conducting  the  house  to  house  canvass 
which  it  is  hoped  to  start  in  another 
week  or  ten  days,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  traveling  permits.  A  call  has 
gone  out  from  headquarters  at  112  Ex- 
change street  asking  for  volunteers  in 
this  part  of  the  program.  All  who  de- 
sire to  aid  in  the  work  by  canvassing 
all  or  a  part  of  the  territory  near  their 
homes  are  asked  by  State  Director  A. 
S.  Bisbee  to  communicate  with  the 
headquarters  by  telephone— 515:". 

On  Saturday  squads  of  Boy  Scouts 
will  cover  the  territory  in  Portland  and 
vicinity  putting  up  posters  and  aiding 
the  campaign  in  other  ways. 

Campaign  workers  'n  other  sections 
of  Maine  have  also  be-in  handicapped 
in  carrying  on  their  work  because  of 
the  condition  of  the  roads  and  the  un- 
favorable weather  that  has  marked 
the  past  several  days.  Indications  were 
today,  according  to  Director  -Bisbge. 
that  the  work  of  gathering  in  subschip- 
tions  throughout  the"  State  might  oc- 
cupy the  entire  month  of  March.  Con- 
siderable territory,  it  was  pointed  out, 
must  be  covered  in  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts of  practically  every  county  in  the 
State  and  that  this  performance  would 
require  considerable   time. 

The  quota  for  the  entire  State  is  set 
at  $112,500,  the  Legislature  appropriat- 
ing $37,500  toward  the  needed  fund  cf 
$150,000.  Portland's  quota  is  $24,000, 
and  the  County  of  Cumberland  is  asked 
to  give  $30,873.75.  All  of  the  money  is 
to  be  used  in  enlarging  the  present  in- 
stitution in  this  city  and  to  .'has  en- 
able the  board  of  trustees  to  care  for 
Tuner  of  Maine's  blind  residents,  In- 
struct them  in  various  trades  and  fit 
them  for  positions  in  the  industrial 
life  of  Maine. 


THIS  LETTER  received  by  A..  S. 
Bisbee,  director  of  the  drive  for  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind,  needs 
no  comment,  and  it  may  even  suggest 
something  to  you: 

"We  are  located  here  on  an  island 
and  that  there  are  no  inhabitants 
here  in  Winter  or  any  post  office. 
It  is  only  a  smal  sworner  hotel,  and 
a  small  farm  ccrried  on  for  the 
hotel. 

Though  I  should  like  to  help  you 
if  I  could,  there  is  no  wav  at  pres- 
ent. Moosehead  Lake  in  Winter  of- 
fers little  means  of  travel.  -I  am 
inclosing  a  remittance  of  two  dollars 
tihat  you  are  welcome  to  use,  and 
wish  I  could  spare  more  to  help  you 
in  your  work- 


"p. 
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CANVASS  FOR 
INSTITUTION 
,  FOR  BLIND 


Portland's  part  in  the  State-wide 
cmpalgn  for  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  was  given  a  flying  start 
en  last  Saturday  when  the  Portland 
U.xl^e  of  Elks  trailed  a  "Tag  Day" 
celebration  and  the  major  'followup" 
took  place  yesterday  when  some  half 
hundred  solicitors  left  headquarters  on 
i!:.  opening  round  of  the  house-to- 
house  canvass. 

Splendid  progress  was  made  by  the 
solicitors  Monday  in  spite  of  the  rainy 
weather  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
workers  to  complete  the  canvass  of  the 
City  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Such,  it 
Is  said,  will  be  possible  providing  ad- 
ditional volunteers  are  procured  in  the 
meantime. 

An  invitation  has.  been  extended  to 
ail  the  canvassers  to  be  present  at  the 
<'ongress  Square  Hotel  Wednesday 
boon  when  they  will  be  the  guests  of 
the  local  committee  at  a  luncheon  to 
be  served  at  12.15. 

Following  the  luncheon  a  musical 
program  will  be  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
I  a  nest  J.  Hill,  and  at  the  close  the 
members  of  the  party  will  go  to  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  where 
they  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
(  1  serve  the  work  that  Is  being  done 
by  the  blind  of  Maine  for  whom  the 
board  of  trustees  are  now  conducting 
this   campaign. 

The  campaign  is  to  raise  .1  fund  of 
$150,000  in  order  that  adequate  ac- 
commodation may  be  furnished  at  the 
institution  for  the  sightless  of  Maine 
who  are  educated  there  and  equipped 
with  a  training  thai  will  fit  them  for 
positions  in  the  industrial  life  of  our 
State. 

Tonight  Rev.  Franklin  K.  Beem, 
William  Lynch  and  Frank  G.  Baker  of 
Gardiner,  aie  to  be  the  guests  of  the 
Bath  Rotary  Club  in  that  city. 


FUND  INSTITUTE      \^ 
FOR  BLIND  NEARS 
THE  $4000  MARK 

Donations  and  pledges  to  the  fund 
which  is  being  raised  for  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  by  a  State- 
wide campaign  today  brought  the  to- 
tal up  to  the  $4000  mark  for  the  city 
of  Portland  and  vicinity,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  reach  the  $10,000  mark  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  present  week. 
The  donations  and .  pledges  recerved 
during  the  morning  of  yesterday 
amounted  to  about  $500,  with  a  number 
of  small  ones  being  received  at  head- 
quarters during  the  afternoon. 

New  Limerick  in  Aroostook  county, 
yesterday  morning  reported  that  it  had 
gone  over  the  top,  while  a  similar 
report  was  received  by  Siato  Cam- 
paign Director  A.  S.  Bisbee  from  Lake 
View  in  Piscataquis  county.  With 
clearing  weather  and  more  favorable 
conditions  in  prospect  for  the  balance 
of  this  week,  numerous  responses  will 
undoubtedly  come  in  before  Saturday 
from  the  city  and  town  committees 
in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

While  several  of  the  smaller  places 
in  the  State  have  reported  good  re- 
sults in  their  community  campaign, 
it  is  pointed  out  that  extra  efforts 
must  be  put  forth  at  once  if  the  money 
is  to  be  raised  before  the  option  on  the 
property,  which  the  institute  contem- 
plates purchasing,  expires.  This  will  be 
op  April  1,  and  the  campaign  commit- 
tee must  raise  $37,500  in  order  to  meet 
a  like  sum  which  the  Legislature  has 
appropriated  as  the  State's  part  in  the 
$150,000  fund. 


3LIND  STENOGRAPHER  IN 
DEMONSTRATION,  WATER1 
Rev.  Franklin  K.  Beem  of  trtia'CTty, 
and  William  Lynch,  blind  stenog- 
rapher at  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  in  company  with  Frank  G. 
Bakef  or  "Gardiner,  the  blind  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  local 
institute,  will  go  to  Waterville  tonight 
where  they  will  be  guests  of  the  Wa- 
terville Rotary  Club.  An  invitation 
was  extended  by  the  Rotarians  of 
Waterville  several  days  ago  in  connec- 
tion with  the  endorsement  which  the 
club  of  that  city  has  given  the  State- 
wide campaign  now  on  for  the  blind 
institution.  Mr.  Baker  will  speak  to 
the  Rotarians  on  the  subject  of  Blind 
.Optimism  and  a  demonstration  will 
also  be  given  by  Mr.  Lynch. 


1  OnrCt^wvcJU,    >Ad.*r\<^,    j\f<^^^. 

WEATHER  WON'T 
INTERFERE  WITH 


BLIND  DRIVE 

rv— 

The  Committee  Heads  Are 
Straining  Every  Nerve  To 
Spread  Appeal  To  Help 
This  Worthy  Institution. 


County,  city  and  town  committees 
throughout  Maine  are  tattling  with  all 
sorts  of  unfavorable  weather  in  an  ef- 
fort to  gather  in  their  respective 
quotas  in  the  campaign  being  con- 
ducted this  week  for  the  Maine  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  according TOTPpoits 
received  at  IfiV  headquarters  in  this 
e'J<y.  All  committee  heads  have  been 
urged  to  use  every  possible  endeavor 
in  spreading  the  appeal  of  the  local 
institute.  The  campaign  is  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  $150,000  with  which 
to  enlarge  the  institution  in  Portland 
■ml  thereby  be  able  to  provide  suita- 
ble accommodations  for  the  blind  peo- 
plc   Of  the   Pine  Tree   State. 

By  the  Legislature  the  institute  re- 
ceives $37,500  toward  the  total  amount 
but  on  the  condition  that  a  like  sum  is 
raised  before  the  first  of  April.  Chair- 
r,;,  n  A.  S.  Bisbee,  who  is  directing  the 
work  throughout  the  State,  has  called 
off  the  house  to  house  canvass  which 
was  originally  planned  for  Portland 
:iiid  vicinity,  and  will  omit  this  portion 
of  the  work  until  conditions  are  more 
favorable.  It  is  hoped  that  Portland's 
quota  of  $24,000  may  be  raised  witn- 
out  resorting  to  this  method  of  can- 
vass, and  all  are  urged  to  send  their 
contributions  to  the  fund  direct  to  the 
headquarters   at   112   Exchange   street. 

"So  solicitors  have  been  sent  out 
thus  far  in  the  campaign,"  said  Mr. 
Bisbee  last  night,  "and  we  do  not  plan 
to  conduct  a  canvass  at  the  present 
time.  We  have  mailed  several  thou- 
sand letters  to  residents  of  Portland 
.Hid  vicinity  and  we  are  hopeful  of  re- 
ceiving a  goodly  sum  through  this 
i  l.atinel.  As  soon  as  canvassers  are 
s(  nt  out  we  will  give  notice  through 
the  papers  and  the  canvessers  wHl  be 
supplied  with  the  proper  credentials. 


The  following  appeal  has  been  sent 
out  by  State-  Chairman  Bisbee  to  every 
ncok  and  corner  of  Maine: 

"At  a  recent  special  session  of  the 
Legislature,  the  trustee/,  of  the  .Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  subn 
plans  for  the  development  of  the  In- 
stitution, that  they  have  been" working 
out,  and  which  they  beliqyc  are  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  present  needs  of  the 
blind  people  of  Maine. 

"The  plan  includes  the  purchesc  of 
adjoining  property,  on  which  an  option 
vas  secured  a  few  months  ago;  thi, 
will  enable  the  trustees  to  immediate- 
ly horse  the  men  now  connected  with 
the  Institution.  While  there  is  now  a 
splendid  dormitory  for  women,  the 
men  are  housed  wherever  opportunity 
jl;  found;  they  are  obliged  to  cross  a 
street  several  times,  daily,  and  several 
have  been  seriously  injured  Dy  passing 
automobiles. 

"The  plan' also  includes  the  erection 
of  a  building,  having  an  assembly  hall, 
where  entertainments  may  b3  Riven: 
this  building  will  have  a  gymnasium 
with  shower  baths  and  other  modern 
features.  This  building  will  also  nav« 
class  rooms,  where  the  juvenile  blind 
of  the  State  may  be  educated,  instead 
of  being  sent  to  Massachusetts,  as  is 
now  being  done,  at  the  expense  of  the 
State;  the  cost  to  the  State  for  the 
year  1919,  was  nearly  $9,000. 

"The  Institution,  itself,  is  the  best 
argument  that  can  be  presented-'  in 
favor  of  vocational  training  for  the 
blind.  The  products  of  the  Institution 
find  a  ready  market  and  all  work  done 
i3  of  the'  highest  order. 

The  financial  statement  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1919,  shows  that 
sales  in  the  broom  department 
amounted  to  $9,796.73;  in  the  caning 
department  $3,798.40,  and  in  the  ma- 
tt ess  department  $6,789.42.  The  state- 
ment shows  that  the  Institution,  at  the 
present  time,  is  approximately  6S  per 
cent    self-supporting. 

The  contemplated  enlargement  of 
the  Institution  will  cost  about  $150, 00C 
The  Legislature  made  an  appropria 
t'on  of  $37,500,  leaving  -a  balance  o. 
$112,500  to  be  raised  from  private 
sources. 

Every  dollar  raised  will  be  devoted 
to  the  needs  of  our  own  people;  this 
is   a  real  home   mission. 

Our  blind  fellow  citizens  have  not 
in  the  past,  and  do  not  now,  ask  for 
charity;  they  ask  for  an.  opportunity 
ta  take  their  places  in  the  industrial 
life  of  our  State.  Vocational  training 
alone  can  give  them  that  opportunity. 

The  trustees  believe  that  the  plan, 
a;-,  outlined  above*  will  fully  mee'.  tU- 
needs  of  the  blind  people  of  Maine 
make  this  appe?U  to  the  grncnr  ity  oi 
cur  citizens."- 
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DRIVE  FOR  FUNDS 
FOR  BUND  INSTITUTE 
PROGRESSING  SLOWLY 


Donations  and  pledges  to  the  fund 
which  is  being  raised  for  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  by  a  State- 
wide e*n»paign  yr^»w>«hiji  'brought  the 
total  up  to  the  $4,000  mark  for  the  City 
of  Portland  and  vicinity,  and  It  is 
hoped  to  reach  the  $10,000  mark  before 
the  close  of  the  present  week.  The 
donations  and  pledges  received  dur- 
ing the  morning  of  yesterday  amount- 
ed to  about  $500,  with  a  number  of 
small  ones  being  received  at  head- 
quarters  during    the  afternoon.    * 

New  Limerick  in  Aroostook  county 
Yesterday  morning  reported  that  it 
had  gone  over  the  top,  while,  a  similar 
report  was  received  by  State  Cam- 
paign Director  A.  S.  Bisbee  from  Lake 
vtey  in  Piscataquis  county.  With 
clearing  weather  and  more  favorable 
conditions  in  prospect  for  the  balance 
of  this  week  numerous  responses  will 
undoubtedly  come  in  before  Saturday 
from  the  city  and  town  committees  in 
various  parts  of  the  State. 

While  several  of  the  smaller  places 
in  the  State  have  reported  good  re- 
sults In  their  community  campaigns, 
it  is  pointed  out  that  extra  efforts 
must  be  put  forth  at  once  if  the 
money  is  to  be  raised  before  the  op- 
tion on  the  property,  which  the  insti- 
tute contemplates  purchasing,  expires. 
This  will  be  on  April  1,  and  the  cam- 
paign committee  must  raise  $37,509  in 
order  to  meet  a  like  sum  which  the 
Legislature  has  appropriated,  as  the 
State's  part  in  the  $150,000   fund. 


Pretty  Paper  City  Girls  in 
Tag  Day  Campaign  to 
Help  ElksJQtive  For  the 

Blind  Institute. 

The  tag  day  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  which 
was  held  in  this  city  today  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Portland  Lodge  of  Elks 
gave  every  evidence  at  noon  of  being 
a  gratifying  success.  More  than  a  score 
of  girls,  who  volunteered  for  the  work 
of  soliciting  funds,  canvassed  the  city 
this  morning  with  excellent  results 
ind   the   work    will   continue   until    well 


;nto  the  evening.  The  response  of 
the  people  of  the  city  during  the  fore- 
loon  was  general  and  liberal  and  there 
A'as  every  indication  that  West  brook 
.vould  go  to  the  front  generously  in 
his  most  worthy  cause.  Among  the 
firls  who  were  making  the  canvass 
.vere  Misses  Mildred  Cordwell,  Miriam 
Uelcher,  Tlieo  Miller,  Madeline  Welch, 
Margaret  Graham,  Virginia  Graham, 
X>uise  Watson,  Mildred  Leighton, 
iuth  Robinson,  Georgia  Manchester, 
Louise  Raymond,  Leona  Hill,  Antoin- 
tte  Ouili  tie,  Mabel  Crooker,  Ituth 
Cnowlton,  Theresa  Powers,  Marcella 
)uilette,  Iluby  Sinclair,  Etta  McBride, 
.lary  Skillin,  Misses  Girard  and  Ma- 
ori 
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PRIZE  CONTEST 
AMONG  THE  RED 

TAGGERS  TODAY 

— 

The  final  meeting  of  the  Elks  Tat; 
Day  committee  which  will  conduct  a| 
campaign  for  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  fund  today  was  held  yester- 
day and  it  was  decided  to  offer  prizes 
to  the  Portland  young  woman  receiv- 
ing the  largest  amounts.  There  will 
be  a  first,  a  second  and  a  third  prize 
ti  serve  as  an  incentive  for  the  efforts 
of  the  young  women. 

It  is  planned  to  have  the'first  corps i 
of  volunteer  workers  on  the  streets  of 
the  business  district  at  7.30  a.  m.  This 
will  be  augmented  during  the 
rush  hours  of  the  day  and  especially 
at  3  o'clock  when  "Charlie"  Chaplin. 
famous  New  England  steeple-jack,  will 
perform  one  of  his  dare-devil  stunts 
in  Monument  Spare.  Chaplin  wilt 
iimb  the  flagpole  on  the  top  of  the 
fidelity  building,  Portland's  skyscrap- 
er. 

An  appeal  has  been  made  to  the 
Portland  and  Deering  High  schools  for 
i'oung  ladies  to  volunteer  in  the  cam- 
paign which  t lie  Portland  Lodge  of 
Elks  has  arranged  in  connection  with 
the  State-wide  campaign  now  on  for 
the-  Maine  Institution  for  the  BiyuJ, 
Volunteers  are  asked  to  report  "at  t  he- 
Elks  Club  House  on  Free  street  and 
it  is  hoppd  that  a  large  number  will 
respond  to  the  appeal  in  view  of  the 
worthy  cause  for  which  the  Tag  Day 
\ flair   has   been    nUmnc.i 


Ma.Y*cVu  %%.  ino. 

WARNING  TO  CONTRIBUTORS 
ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  MAINE 
INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Warning  to  the  people  of  Portland 
And  vicinity  has  been  issued  from  the 
campaign  headquarters  of  the  Maine 
Institute  f""  t''"  TV'"!1  to  the  effect 
that  ail  pledges" and  donations  made  to 
the  present  fund  should  be  sent  direct 
to  headquarters  and  not  Riven  to  any- 
one who  may  represent  themselves  as 
a  solicitor. 

"Thus  far  we  have  not  attempted  to 
make  a  house  to  house  canvass,"  said 
State  Director  A.  S.  Bisbee,  "and  we 
therefore  have,  authorized  no  one  to 
solic;t  money  for  the  fund  which  is 
being  raised  for  the  local  institution. 

"For  fear  that  pledges  or  donations 
may  be  given  to  persons  believed  to 
be  representing  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  we  have  deemed  it  wise 
to  ask  that  all  contributions  be  sent 
direct  to  headquarters  by  .mail  or  by 
messenger.  As  yet  there  are  no'  ac- 
tive solicitors  and  as  soon  as  any  are 
appointed  for  this  work  due  notice  will 
be  given  the  public,  and  each  and 
every  solicitor  will  be  equipped  with 
the  proper  credentials  which  will  au- 
thorize him  or  her  to  so  act.'V^ , 


House  to  House  Drive  for 
Blind  Institute 

On  Thursday  of  this  week,  providing 
fair  weather  continues,  an  augmented 
force  of  solicitors  will  begin  the  task 
of  a  house  to  house  canvass  of  Port- 
land and  vicinity  as  part  of  the  State- 
wide campaign  now  on  to  raise  a  fund 
«f  $150,000  for  the  Maine  Institution 
For  the  Blind,  located  in  Portland,  and 
which  it  is  proposed  to  enlarge  pro- 
viding the  money  necessary  for  the 
work  is  raised.  This  part  of  the  work 
was  to  have  been  started  the  week  of 
•March  8,  but  the  series  of  storms, 
coupled  with  the  condition  of  the 
streets,  made  it  impossible  at  that 
time. 

Those  who  have  volunteered  to  act 
as  solicitors  in  the  campaign  will  be' 
given  proper  credentials  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  campaign  a1  112  Ex- 
change street  before  beginning  the 
canvass.  Up  to  the  present  time  no 
solicitors  have  been  employed  on  this 
part   of   the   campaign      program      and 


donations  and  pledges,  it  is  pointed 
out  by  Stale  Director  Bisbee,  should 
be  given  only  to  parties  having  proper 
credentials  entitling  them  to  solicit 
for  the  fund.  Cards  will  be  given  the 
solicitors,  bearing  the  official  stamp 
of  the  campaign,  while  badges  will 
also  be.  worn.  Only  the  streets  which 
are  at  present  pavigable  will  be  can- 
vassed at  the  present  time,  and  the 
territory  will  be  covered  as  rapidly  as 
possible. 

About  $6,000  has  been  received  at 
headquarters  in  the  way  of  donations 
and  pledges,  this  sum  representing 
only  one-fourth  of  the  quota  expected 
of  Portland,  and  with  the  option  now 
held  on  the  property,  which  the  insti- 
tution plans  to  purchase,  due  to'  ex- 
pire on  April  1. 
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PUSHING  INSTITUTE  OF 
BLIND  CAMPAIGN  DOWN 
THROUGH  THE  STATE 

Willis  B.  Hall,  secretary  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  will 
speak  before'^ffle  members  and  guest:* 
of  the  Wateiville  Rotary  Club  on  Fri- 
day evening  of  this  week.  The  Water- 
ville  organization  has  pledged  Its  sup- 
port in  the  drive  now  on  throughout 
Maine  in  the  interests  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  and  is  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  campaign  which  is  to 
open  in  that  city  i««  a  week  or  ten 
urys.  Mr.  Hall  will  talk  to  the  mein- 
1  ers  on  the  purposes  and  objects  of 
t lie  campaign  and  what  it  will  mean  to 
the  blind  of  this  State  in  the  event 
that  the  fund  of  $150,000  is  raised  and 
the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  local 
institution  carried  through. 

Efforts  to  phsh  the  campaign  in 
other  sections  of  Maine  are  being  made 
after  a  delay  of  over  two  weeks  due 
to  the  unfavorable  weather  conditions, 
and  it  is  e\p<  eted  that  the  latter  part 
cf  March  or  the  first  of  April  will  find 
the  campaign  in  full  swing  through- 
out the  State.  Portland  and  o  mber- 
land  County  have  been  active-  since. 
March  6  in  the  work  although  the 
only  contribution  received  came  in  by 
mail.  Monday  morning-  over  $400  in 
contributions  and  pledges  were  receiv- 
ed at  (lie  campaign  headquarters  on 
Exchange  Street,  and  among  the  do- 
nations was  one  Of  $20  from  the  Sons 
and  Daughters  _pf  Maine  Association 
ul  Waltham,  Mass. 
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DONATIONS  FOR 
MAINE'S  BLIND 
ARE  COMING  IN 


Total  donations  and  pledges  re- 
ceived U}J  to  last  night  at  the  cam- 
paign headquarters  of  the  .Maim'  in- 
stitute for  the,  .Blind  amounted  to 
more  than  $3,500  and  each  day  -will 
find  the  number  and  the  total  increas- 
ing. 

With  no  canvassers  active  at  the 
present  time  the  local  committee  is 
depending  netirely  upon  the  mails  to 
bring  in  the  donations  and  the  pledges 
and  several  hundred  letters  appealing 
for  support  In  the  campaign  have  been 
sent  out  to  residents  of  Portland  and 
vicinity. 

The  committeef  through  the  press, 
appeals  to  the  people  of  Portland  and 
vicinity  to  send  in  ttoeir  contribu- 
tions as  rapidly  as,^possibte  in  the 
hope  that  a  house  to  blouse  canvas! 
may    be   avoided. 

William  H.  Murray,  a  member  <■ 
the  city  committee  in  the  campaign,  i 
to  name  a  sub-comtmittee  which  wij 
solicit  fund.-;  among'  the  attorneys,  an 
additional  sub-committees  are  to  b 
appointed  to  play  a  part  in  the  cam 
paign. 

Portland  has  been  asked  to  rals 
$24,000,  while  the  County  of  Cumber 
land  is  expected  to  contribute 
qiota  of  about  $31,000  toward  th 
grand  fund  of  $112,500,  which  com 
bined  with  the  legislative  appiopri 
ation  'of  $37,500  makes  the  total  o 
$150,000  necessary  to  carry  out  th 
program  of  enlargement  which  ha 
■been  planned  for  the  local  blind  iusti 
tute. 
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$3500  PLEDGED  \/ 

TO  INSTITUTE 
BLIND  CAMPAIGN 

Total  donations  and  pledges  received 
up  to  last  night  at  the  campaign  head- 
quarters of  the  Maine  Jnstityie  for  the 
Blind  amounted  to  more  than  $3500 
and  each  day  will  find  the  number  and 


the  total  increasing.  With  no  canvas- 
sers active  at  the  present  time  .  the 
local  committee  is  depending  entirely 
upon  the  mails  to  bring  in  the  dona- 
tions and  the  pledges  and  several  hun- 
dred letters  appealing  for  support  in 
the  campaign  have  been  sent  out  to 
residents  of  Portland  and  vicinity. 
The  committee,  through  the  press,  ap- 
peals to  the  people  of  Portland  and 
vincinity  to  send  in  their  contributions 
as  rapidly  as  possible  in  the  hope  that 
a  house  to  house  canvass  '  may  be 
avoided. 

William  H.  Murray,  a  member  of  the 
city  committee  in  the  campaign,  is  to 
name  a  sub-committee  which  will  so- 
licit funds  among  the  attorneys,  and 
additional  subcommittees  are  to  be 
appointed  to  play  a  part  in  the  cam- 
paign. Portland  has  been  asked  to 
raise  $24,000,  while  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland is  expected  to  contribute  a 
quota  of  about  $31,000  towards  the 
grand  fund  of  $112,500,  which  combined 
with  the  legislative  appropriation  of 
$37,500  makes  the  total  of  $150,000 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  program 
of  enlargement  which  has  been  plan- 
ned for  the  local  blind  institute. 

WILL  MAKE  APPEAL 
TO  LEWIST0N  CHORDS 

Begin  House   Canvass  For 
Blind   Institute 

MMM> 

Tonight  a  paily  of  members  of  the 
Portland  Festival  Chorus,  headed  by- 
President  and  Mrs.  Ernest  J.  Hill,  will 
go  to  Lewiston  to  attend  the  regular 
rehearsal  of  the  Lewiston  Festival 
Chorus.  A.  S.  Bisbee,  State  director 
in  the  State-wide  campaign  now  on 
for  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  will  accompany  the  local  dele- 
gation and  will  speak  to  the  members 
of  the  Lewiston  chorus  on  the  objects 
of  the  campaign.  The  Portland  cho- 
rus has  already  contributed  the  sum  of 
$100  as  a  centennial  contribution  to 
the  fund  'Of  $150,000  which  i*  being 
raised  and  an  appeal  has  gone  to  ev- 
ery chorus  in  the  State  to  make  like 
donations,  this  appeal  being  sent  out 
by  Ernest  J.  Hill,  president  of  the 
Portland  chorus,  and  in  his  capacity 
as  assistant  campaign  director. 

This  morning  State  Director  Bisbee 
appeared  before  the  members  of  the 
Rossini  Club  and  made,  a  plea  in  be- 
half of  the  blind  of  Maine.  He  asked 
the  support  of  the  organization  in  the 
present  campaign  and  told  of  what 
the  institution,  and  its  board  of  trus- 
tees, hoped  to  do  and  of  the  benefits 
that  were  to  be  derived  by  the  sight-  , 
less  of  this  State. 

A  large  number  of  solicitors  this 
morning  began  the  house  to  house 
canvass  for  the  fund  and  additional 
volunteers  will  go  out  tomorrow,  the  I 
entire  City  and  vicinity  to  be  scoured 
as:  rapidly  as  possible  for  donations 
and  pledges.  Street  and  name  cards, 
as  well  as  credentials  are  being  pro- 
vided   all      solicitors      and    these      are 


available  at  headquarters  or  will  be 
sent  upon  request  of  the  appointed  so- 
licitors. 
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ERNEST  J.  Kill  MM  TO 
ASSIST  THE  CAMPAIGN  FDR 


THE  INSTITUTE  FOR  BUM 


ASSISTANT    MANAGER    HILL. 

Ernest  J.  Hill  of  this  city  has  been 
named  to  succeed  Rev.  Winfield  Scott 
Randall  as  assistant  campaign  di lec- 
tor of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind 
campaign  which  opened  in  this  and 
every  other  city  and  town  in  Maine  on. 
Monday.  Mr.  Randall,  who  was  made 
resistant  to  State  Director  A.  S.  Bis- 
bee at  the  outset  has  been  appointed 
State  campaign  director  of  the  inter- 
church  World  Movement.  Announce- 
ment of  Mr.  Hill's  appointment  was 
made  at  the  local  headquarters  yester- 
dry. 

( 'ontributions  to  Portland's  quota 
'are  coming  in  comparatively  slow  al- 
though the  last  few  days  of  the  week 
are  expected  to  bring  in  large  returns. 
Considerable  difficulty  will  be  expe- 
rienced, the  committee  feels,  in  procur- 
ing the  quota  for  this  city  and  as  well 
as  other  parts  of  th3  State  during  this 
week  by  reason  of  the  inclement 
weather  of  the  past  few  days  and  the 
inability  of  putting  on  a  house  to 
house  canvass.     No     canvassers     have 


as  yet  been  started  out  in  the  interests 
of  the  campaign  nor  will -it  be  possible 
to  adopt  this  method  until  travel  in 
improved. 

Maine  in  general  is  asked  to  contri- 
bute $112,500  as  part  of  a  fund  of 
$150,000  which  is  needed  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  local  institute,  and 
the  Maine  Legislature  has  appro- 
priated $37,500.  Portland's  quota  is- 
$24,000,  with  slightly  over  $30,000  as 
Cumberland's   illotment. 
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Portland  Chorus  Leads  Off 
With  $100  FocBlind 

A  direct  appeal  to  the  festival  chor- 
uses throughout  the  State  has  been 
made  in  behalf  of  the  campaign  now 
on  for  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  by  Ernest  J.  Hill  of  this  City, 
president  of  the  Portland  Festival 
Chorus,  and  assistant  campaign  direc- 
tor. Announcement  of  this  was  made 
today  from  the  local  campaign  head- 
quarters and  at  the  same  time  it  was 
announced  that  the  Portland  unit  had 
made  a  contribution  to  the  fund  of  $100 
which  is  to  go  towards  Portland's  quo- 
ta of  $24,000. 

The  Portland  chorus  was  addressed 
by  State  Director  Almon  S.  Bisbee  rel- 
ative to  the  objects  of  the  campaign 
(which  is  now  on  to  raise  $150,000  for 
the  sightless  of  Maine,  and  this  re- 
sulted in  a  contribution  of  over  $50. 
It  was  then  proposed  by  the  chorus 
that  a  centennial  contribution  be  made 
and  the  amount  was  increased  to  $100. 
In  his  letter  to  the  choruses  through- 
out Maine  President  Hill  states  that 
the  movement  on  the  part  of  the  local 
choruses  has  received  the  endorse- 
ment of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  follows: 

"I  am  sending  under  separate  cover 
a  story  of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  and  at  this  time,  when  a  State 
wide  campaign  is  on  and  all  organiza- 
tions are  helping  to  swell  the  fund.  I 
feel  that  our  chorus  throughout  the 
State  can  render  valuable  assistance. 
The  matter  was  presented  to  the 
chorus  at  our  rehearsal  by  State 
Chairman  Almon  S.  Bisbee,  with 
whom  I  am  associated,  and  as  a  result 
a  contribution  of  over  $50  was  made. 
Then  the  idea  was  advanced  that  we 
make  this  a  centennial  contribution 
which  was  quickly  endorsed  so  that 
our  contribution  to  this  most  worthy 
cause  will  reach  the  $100  mark.  This 
movement  on  the  part  of  our  festival 
chorus  is  most  heartily  endorsed  by 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs1.  Chapman  whom  we 
may  count  upon  going  "fifty-fifty,"  as 
usual. 

"It  is  well,  while  we  are  engaged  in 
our  songs  of  joy  and  gladness,  to  re- 
member those  who  sit  in  darkness 
whose  Instincts  are  keen  beyond  our 
finest    conception. 

"Your  truly, 

"ERNEST   J.    HILL, 
"President    Portland    Chorus." 
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PERFORM    YOUR   DUTY. 

To  help  men  and  women  to  help  themselves 
is  the  highest  ambition  of  civilization;  it  is  the 
keynote  to  all  civic  advancement  and  is  as  bene- 
ficial to  him  who  helps  as  to  him  who  receives. 
To  labor  for  self  alone  has  never  proven  popular, 
much  less  actually  advantageous,  and  a  larger 
number  are  learning  this  lesson  daily. 

At  the  present  time  a  campaign  is  on  for  the 
securing  of  funds  absolutely  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
and  it  should  have  the  hearty  support  of  eVe'ry 
individual  citizen,  for  the  efforts  of  this  insti- 
tution are  among  the  noblest  that  ever  actuated 
mankind. 

The  time  is  not  so  very  long  ago  when  the 
individual  deprived  of  sight,  no  matter  by  what 
means,  whether  by  accident  of  birth,  or  from 
accidental  means,  was  almost  unanimously  con- 
sidered a  burden  on  society,  an  individual  who 
must  be  clothed,  fed  and  sheltered  at  public 
expense  until  a  Divine  Providence  deemed  it 
wise  to  relieve  them  of  their  earthly  sufferings. 

But  today  conditions  are  far  different.  The 
citizen  who  is  deprived  of  sight  is  given  numer- 
ous opportunities  to  become  self-supporting 
citizens  and  not  a  liability  to  society,  and  the 
institution  that  can  accomplish  such  ends  is 
entitled  to  the  cordial  support  of  every  right- 
thinking,  patriotic  citizen.- 

Just  imagine  for  a  moment,  if  you  can,  what 
your  feelings  would  be  to  be  deprived  of  sight 
iand  forced  to  wander  through  darkness  the  re- 
mainder of  your  life,  dependent  upon  friends  or 
neighbors— and  more  likely  utter  strangers — 
for  the  very  food  you  ate,  the  clothes  you  wore 
and  the  roof  that  sheltered  you.  Then  con- 
sider for  a  moment  how  keen  would  be  your 
joy,  how  great  your  thankfulness  and  appre- 
ciation, if  you  were  provided  with  some  means 
whereby  you  could  make  your  own  way  in  the 
world,  earning  the  food  you  ate,  the  clothing 
you  wore  and  the  roof  that  provided  shelter. 

Or  taken  from  another  standpoint.  Figure 
out  which  would  be  the  cheaper  to  provide  food 
and  clothing  and  shelter  for  the  lifetime  of  a  vic- 
tim of  sightlessness,  or  the  education  of  this 
individual  to  be  self  sustaining.  The  problem 
is  a  simple  mathematical  calculation  and  can  be 
solved  with  little  difficulty. 

The  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  requires  no 
recommendation  from  us,  or  from  anyone,  its 
record  speaks  for  itself.  What  it  has  accom- 
plished and  what  it  today  is  accomplishing  is  all 


the  recommendation  needed.  And  that  record 
one  who  runs  may  read.  In  fact  so  successful 
have  been  the  efforts  put  forth  that  additional 
facilities  and  additional  room  are  absolutely  re- 
quired  in  order  to  carry  on  the  work  so  auspi- 
ciously started  and  perfected  and  it  is  duty — 
and  should  be  the  privilege — of  every  citizen  to 
assist  in  this  most  worthy  work. 

The  sum  asked  is  ridiculously  small  when  the 
importance  of  the  work  in  hand  is  taken  into 
consideration  and  this  sum  should  be  raised  Avith- 
out  the  necessity  of  making  a  house  to  house 
canvass.  Let  every  one  give  and  give  prompt- 
ly, for  no  greater  satisfaction  can  come  to  a 
citizen  than  the  knowledge  that  he  has  per- 
formed a  duty  and  contributed  to  a  movement 
which  is  endeavoring  to  help  others  help  them- 
selves. 
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Tag  Day  Saturday  Under 
Auspices  of  Elks  Will 
Increase  Fund  For  the 
Blind  Institute — Chick  Is 
Held  Under  $500  Bail  on 
Non-Support  Charge. 

Under  the  direction  of  Portland 
Lodge  of  K1fcft  thorp  will  be  a  tag:  flav- 
in this  city  Saturday  in  the  interests  ot 
the  driye  for  funds  by  the  Maine  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind  of  Portland.  This 
affair  in  \Vesthr«Oli  is  being-  conduct- 
ed in  conjunction  with  a  similar  drive 
by  the  lodge  in  Portland  and  as  there 
are  many  local  members  of  the  Elks  in 
this  city  and  the  cause  is  a  most  wor- 
thy one.  it  is  expected  that  the  affair 
will  meet  with  the  loyal  support  of  the 
people  of  the  Paper  City.  The  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  local  drive 
is  Charles  A.  Vallco.  Percival  A. 
Bacheider  and  Dr.  Ralph  M.  Whitney. 

About  20  Westbrook  girls  will  have 
charge  of  the  active  collection  of 
subscriptions  from  Westbrook  people, 
and  these  will  probably  be  secured 
from  among  the  members  of  the 
Westbrook  Hospital  Club,  the  Society 
of  the  Children  of  Mary,  the  West- 
brook Girls'  Club  and  the  various 
troops  of  Girl  Scouts.  The  girls  will 
be  on  the  streets  during  the  day  and 
early  evening  of  Saturday  and  in  order 
to  add  a  bit  of  stimulus  to  the  affair 
the  committee  has  offered  a  five  dollai 
box  of  chocolates  as  a  prize  for  the 
girl  collecting  the  largest  amount  of 
fijnds   during  the   dnv. 


PORTLAND  ELKS 
TO  HAVE  DRIVE 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

■       -." 

Portland  Lodge  of  Elks  has  desig- 
nated Saturday,  March  27,  as  the  day 
on  which  It  will  conduct  its  own  little 
campaign  to  aid  the  campaign  now  on 
throughout  the  State  in  the  interest 
of  the  Maine  Institute  f.ir  the  Blind, 
Portland  Lodge  of  Elks  has  offered  to 
aid  the  local  campaign  committee  In 
whatever  way  is  possible  and  has 
volunteered  the  plan  of  an  individual 
drive  on  its  own  ))art  to  help  boost 
the  fund. 

A  program  of  novel  features  is  be- 
ing arranged  for  March  27  and  th< 
Elks  on  that  day  will  also  stage  a 
number  of  outdoor  entertainment 
stunts.  A  tag  day  will  be  made  one 
Of  the  events  of  the  day  and  it  is 
hoped  to  secure  a  goodly  sum  to  be 
made  a  part  of  the  Portland  quota  of 
J24.000.  The  Co-.inty  of  Cumberland 
has  been  asked  to  raise  $30,875,  with 
the  greater  portion  of  this  expected 
of  Portland  and  vicinity,  while  the  to- 
tal sum  for  the  State  is  set  at  $150,000 
but  the  Legislature  has  already  ap- 
propriated $37,500  toward  this 
amount. 


Many  pledges  and  donations  were 
acknowledged  at  headquarters  yester- 
day and  State  Director  A.  S.  Bisbee 
stated  that  the  fund  for  this  cltyWS 
Increasing:  gradually.  The  eausr 
one  of  the  most  worthy  of^any  cam- 
paign that  has  been  carried  on  in  this 
State  for  a  number  of  years  and  one 
that  according  to  the  support  now 
being  given  it  will  be  most  success- 
ful. The  heartfelt  sympathy  of  all 
goes  out  to  the  man  or  woman  with 
sightless  eyes,  theirs  is  the  greatest 
misfortune  in  life,  and  anything  that 
will  improve  their  conditions  and 
make  life  worth  living  for  them  is 
worthy    in   the   extreme. 

ELABORATE  PLANS 
FOR  ELKS  TAG  DAY 
INST.  FOR  BLIP 

Series  of  Surprises  in  the 

Way  of  Novel  Stunts 

Being  Arranged. 

Elaborate  plans  :ire  underway  by 
Portland  lodge  of  Elks  for  the  "Tag 
Day"  which  is  to  take  place  tomorrow 
for' the  Maine  institution  foV  the  Blind, 
the  money  raised  to  be  devoted  to  the 
fund  which  is  now  being'  secun  it  in  the 
campaign    throughout    th<  Tlje 

Tag  Day  committee  is  plai  iries 

of.  surprises  for  Port", 
of  novel  stunts.  An  arm\  of  i 
ladies  will  assist  the  Elks  in  carrying 
out  the  plans  for  Tag  Day.  the  women 
who  will  volunteer  being  from  Port- 
land high  school,  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  and 
from  the  New  England  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Co. 

Four^minute  speakers  will  also  aid 
the  work  mapped  out  for  the  day  and 
will  speak  at  the  local  theatres,  this 
feature  of  the  day  being  in  charge  of 
Chairman  C.  Dwight  Stevens  and  Les- 
ter C.  Aver,  exalted  ruler  of  Portland 
lodge  of  Elks.  Booths  _where  tags  may 
be  purchased  and  where  pledges  or  do- 
nations may  be  left  are  to  be  placed  in 
all  of  the  theatres  in  Portland.  West- 
brook  is  also  to  take  part  in  the  Tag 
Day  observance,  the  program  in  the 
Paper  City  being  in  charge  of  P.  A. 
Bachelder  of  Portland  lodge  of  Elks. 

Yesterday  several  squads  of  solicit- 
ors  started  out  from  campaign  head- 
quarters on  the  initial  drive  for  a  house 
to  house  canvass  and  additional  solicit- 
ors are  expected  to  start  operations  to- 
day. Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
scour  the  entire  city  and  to  solicit  from 
every  person  in  the  hope  that  the  pres- 


ent- campaign  may  be  successful  al- 
though little  thought  is  given  to  the 
contrary  In  view  of  the  worthy  cause 
•for  which  it  is  being  conducted  -the 
blind! 
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PUNS  FOR  THE  ELKS' 
TAG  DAY  OH  SATURDAY 
FOR  RLINO  INSTITUTION 


Elaborate  plans  are  underway  by 
Portland  Lodge  of  Elks  for  the  -Tag 
Day"  which  is  to  take  place  tomorrdw 
for  the  .Maine  Institution  for  tin  Blind, 
the  money  raised  to  be  devoted  to  the 
fund  which  is  now  being  secured  1n 
the  campaign  throughout  the  State. 
Th«    Tag  Day  committee  is  planning  a 

series    of    Mil  pi  is.  s    for    Portia  nders    in 

the  way  of  novel  stunts.  An  army  of 
150  young  ladies  will  assist  the  Elks 
in  carrying  oul  the  plans  for  Tag  Day. 
iln  women  who  will  volunteer  being 
from  Portland  High  school,  the  V.  W. 
C.  A  .  and  from  the  New  England 
Telephom  and  Telegraph  Company- 
Four  minute  speakers  will  -also  aid 
the  work  mapped  out  for  the  day  and 
will  speak  at  the  local  theatres,  this 
feature  of  the  day  being  in  eha 
Chairman  C.  Dwight  Stevens  and  Les- 
ter  C.  Aver,  Exalted  Ruler  of  Portland 
Lodge  of  Elks,  Booths  where  tags 
may  be  purchased  and  where  pli 
or  donations  may  be  left  are  to  be 
i  in  all  of  the  theatres  in  Part- 
land  Westbrook  is  also  to  lake  part 
in  the  Tig  Day  observance  the  pro- 
gram in  the  Paper  City  being  in 
charge  of  P.  A.  Bachelder  of  Portland 
Lodge  of  Elks. 

Yesterday    several    squads    of   solici- 
tors started  out  from  campaign  head- 
quarters  on    the    initial     drive    for     a 
to   house   canvass  and   aditional 
cted  to  start   opera- 
l  :      Eycry    effort     is      being 
to   scour   the   entire   city   and    to 
solicit   from   every  person   in   the   hope 
that     the    present    campaign      may    bo 
jsful    although    little    thought      is 
given    to    the   contrary    in    view    of   the 
worthy    cause   for   which      it    is    being 
conducted — the   blind! 
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Westbrook. 
itJflfdiWfi  f'"'  tlu'  benefit  of ! 
tli-  Maim-  Institute  for  the  4?llnd .  i 
which  was  held  in  Westbrook  Safflr-  I 
day,    i  ain    went    over 

the   top   as    in    all    former   drives,      the 
.iris  who  woVl  ntly  selling  the 

tags  during  the  day  turning  in  more 
$350  for  the  fund.  .Miss  Antoinette 
Ouellotte,  won  the  prize  of  a  five  pound 
box  of  candy  offered  by  the  commit- 
tee, with  a  total  collection  of  $54.69, 
Miss  Tbeo  Miller  was  a  good  S 
with  a  total  of  $41.59  to  her  credit  and 
Miss  l.eona  Hill  was  third  with  $33.93. 
The  other  girls  who  assisted  in  the 
work  were  Mabel  Crooker,  Ruth 
Knowlton,  Teresa  Powers,  Elouise  <;i- 
rard,  Elizabeth  May.  Ed;  Mar- 

eella  Ouellette,  Ruby  Sinclair,  Etta 
McKride,  May  SkilH.ns,  Georgia  Man- 
chester, Ruth  Robinson,  Margaret 
Graham.  Miriam  Melcher,  Mi 
To, -dwell,  Virginia  Graham,  Ethel  Na- 
son,  Hildrcd  Leighton,  Louise  Eatson, 
Madeline   Welch. 


TOWN  APPROPRIATES 
BLIND  DRIVE  QUOTA 

Lebanon     Takes    a     Novel 
Way  to  Help  Campaign 

Rather  than  by  a  personal,  house 
to  house  canvass  and  individual  con- 
tributions, the  town  of  Lebanon  at  its 
annual  meeting  held  this  month  voted 
;>.n  appropriation  of  $78.75  to  cover  the 
town's  quota  in  the  State-wide  cam- 
paign which  is  now  on  for  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  This  is  per- 
haps the  first  time  lTrTfie  history  of  the 
State  that  any  city  or  town  so  raised 
Its  proportionate  r.hare  of  any  cam- 
paign fund,  and  the  following  letter 
received  at  the  headquarters  in  this 
City    explains    Lebanon's    action: 

LEBANON.  March  27,  1920. 
Mr.  Almon  S.  Bisbee,  Campaign  Man- 
ager, Portland,  Me. 
Dear  Sir — Enclosed  find  cheek  for 
$78.75,  this  town's  share  of  money  for 
the  "institution  for  the  Blind.  Owing 
to  the  unfavorable  condition  of  the 
roads  at  the  time,  the  money  was 
raised  by  a  vote  of  the.  town  at  the 
annual  meeting  rather  than  by  per- 
sonal pledges,  and  we  feel  that  in  this 
way  every  taxpayer  helps  his  bit. 
There  was  not  a  disserting  vote. 

Wishing  you  the  bet  of  success,  I 
am, 

Yours  truly. 
(Signed)      FRED  O.   HANSCOM. 

Cm.   Committee  of  Lebanon. 


GOOD  SIZED  CHECK  FOR 
BLIND  THAT  CAME  FROM 
NOTED  SON  OF  PORTLAND 


Contributions  received  through  the 
mail  yesterday  at  the  headquarters  for 
tbe  campaign  now  on  throughout  the 
State  in  the  interests  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Bliad  in  this  city  in- 
cluded one  for  a  good  sized  sum  which 
gave  the  Portland  total  a  decided 
boost. 

The    check   came  from   Philadelphia, 
Fa.,   a     donation   from      Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Cyrus   II.    K.   Curtis   and   Mrs.    Edward 
Bok.     This  is  one  of  several  .contribu- 
tions which  have  come  into  headquar- 
ters  from    persons  residing   outside   of 
Maine,  but  who  have  shown  an  inter- 
est in  the  work  that  is  being  done  for 
the  Mind  of  this  State  by  contributing 
to  the  campaign  now  being  conducted. 
It  is   expected   that  a  goodly  portion 
of  Portland's  quota  of  $24,000  will     be 
raised   by    Saturday    night   in   view   of 
the  large  number  of  salicitors  who  are 
now  making  a  house  to  house  canvass 
of    the    city    and    vicinity.     An    urgent 
appeal    has   gone   out   from    the   head- 
quarters  to   support   the   campaign    by 
giving    in   amounts,    however    little    or 
great,    in   order   that   the    task    under- 
taken in  behalf  of  the  less  fortunate  of 
Maine    citizens    may   prove   successful. 
In   every   section   of  Maine     the   cam- 
paign is   being  pushed   in   the   hope  of 
raising  the  entire  amount   of  $112  500 
which    with    the    $37,500    appropriated 
fey  tbe  Legislature  will  give  the  insti- 
tution the  amount  of  $150,000   ndeeded 
to  enlarge  the  place. 

Everyman,  woman  and  child  in 
Fortland— in  Cumberland  county— and 
in  the  State  of  Maine— is  asked  to  con- 
tribute to  the  campaign. 
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BOOST  PORTLAND 
CONTRIBUTIONS  TO 
ME.  INST.  FOR  BLIND 

Contributions    received    through    the 
mail  yesi  the  head  -  for 

the   campaign    now    on    throughout    the 
State  in  the  Interests  of  the  Maine  In- 


Btltute  lor  the  Blind  in  Ihi.s  city,  in- 
cluded one  for  »-.fcaad  sized  sum, 
which  gave  tin-  Portland  total  a  de- 
cided boost.  Tin-  check  came  from 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  a  donation  from  Mr. 
and    .Mis.    CyrUS    II.    R.    Curtis   am!    Mis. 

Edward   Bok.     This   is   one  of 

contributions  which  have  come  into 
headquarters  from  persona  residing 
outside  of  Maine  but  who  have  shown 
an  interest  in  tin-  work  that  is  being 
done  tor  the  blind  of  the  state  by  con- 
tributing to  the  campaign  now  being 
condui 

it  is  expected   that  a  goodly  portion 

Portland's  quota   of  $24, out)   will  be 

ed    by    Saturdaj    night   in    view   of 

iii.'  large  number  of  solicitors  who  arc 

now  milking  a    house  to  house  canvass 

of  tin    city  and  vicinity.  An  urgent  ap- 

Cs  gone  out  from  the  headquar- 

o  support   the  •campaign   by  giv- 

in  amounts,  however  liitle  or  great 

i    >■    that    the    task    undertaken    in 

•  I    the    less   fortunate   of   .Maine 

itizens     may     prove     successful.       In 

•very   section   of   Maine   the   campaign 

is  being   pushed  in  the  hope  of  raising 

entire   amount    of    $112,500,    which 

wuli    ill.'    $37,500    appropriated    by    the 

legislature  will  give  the  institution  the 

lount   of  $150,000   needed   to   enlarge 

the  place. 


Portland  Responding  Well, 

Hoped  Other  Sections 

Will  Give  More. 


Vj  &•  v^i  l  s  'Cr>  "V-  >  I A  ***  a  z> , 
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Whether  the  Maine  Institution  forj 
the  Blind  in  this  city  will  be  in  a  po-t 
sition  to  take  advantage  of  the  option 
now  held  on  a  piece  of  property  adja- 
cent to  the  present  institute  will  be 
decided  within  the  next  ten  days.; 
Within  this  time  it  will  be  imperative 
that  the  campaign  now  on  throughout 
Maine  raise  $20,000  in  addition  to  the 
donations  and  pledges  that  have  al- 
ready been  received  at  headquaters  in 
this  city.  That  an  eleventh  hour  re- 
sponse will  come  from  other  sections 
of  Maine  is  the  hope  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  institution,  who  have 
outlined  the  plans  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  plant  on  Park  avenue  in  order 
to  meet  the  demands  that  have  been 
placed  upon   the  institution. 

Portland  is  responding  nobly  to  the 
appeal  in  behalf  of  the  blind  people  of 
Maine  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  sec- 
tions of  Maine  will  do  likewise  in  the 
near  future.  It  is  pointed  out  by  those 
active  in  the  work  that  the  institution 
in  this  city  is  not  a  Portland  institu- 
tion but  a  State  institution,  main- 
tained for  the  sightless  of  the  State, 
who  are  to  benefit  from  the  contribu- 
tions that  are  made  toward  the  fund 
now  being- raised.  The  total  or  goal 
set  for  the  campaign  was  $150,000,  this 
to  be  used  toward  the  purchase  of  the 
land  and  for  the  erection  of  buildings, 
one  to  house  the  adult  male  blind,  and 
the  other  a  school  for  the  juvenile 
blind   of   Maine. 


A.    S.    Bisbee    of    Portland    was      in 
Lewiston.    Friday,    in    the   interest  of 
the   school   for    the    blind.   With    him 
William   l.>n  h.   the  blind  sten- 
,   who  gave  an 
lion   of  his   m  power  at 

the     Rotary    club    dinner  -at    the    De- 
Hotel   during   the   noon   hour.   A 
Hi    be    found    In   an- 
column.      Mr.    Bisbee    tells    the 
Journal   tl  I    write    up   of 

!  blind  school  did  a  great  deal  of 
■  ho  -uurtitution.  The  paper' 
e  i  all  over  the  State, 
and  has  been  of  great  assistance  in 
the  present  drive  to  raise  money  for 
new  buildings.  The  owners  of  the 
from  whom  the  land  is  to  be 
ased.  have  extended  the  option 
until  the  first  week  in  May,  and  be- 
tween now  and  that  time  it  will  be 
ne.  essary  to  raise  $30,000  in  order  to 
complete  the  purchase.  The  Elks  of 
Portland  ha, I  a  tag  day  recently  for 
its  benefit  and  took  in  $l,ii)0.  Last1 
week  the  trustees  received  a  generous 
contribution  from  Cyrus  H.  K.  Cur- 
tis of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Curtis  is  the 
man  who  contributed  the  tiae  organ, 
in  Portland  city  hall.  Mr.  Bisbee  is 
manager  of  the  present  State-wide 
dr;ve,  and  n..>  better  man  could  b« 
found  in  all  Maine.  He  Is  a  greal 
husti  r   and    ocgat  i    there    l! 

no    longer  but    the    blinc 

school   will  '   soiul  founda. 

tion.     It'ls  certainly  a    w«s£hjt  char 


A  ■ 

FUNDS  FOB  BUND  MUST  ■?  " 
BE  FORTHCOMING  AT  ONCE 


Whether  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  this  city  will  be  in  a  position 
to  take  an  advantage  of  the  option  now 
held  on  a  piece  of  properly  adjacent 
to  the  present  institute  will  be  de- 
cided within  the  next  ten  flays.  With- 
in this  time  it  will  be  imperative  that 
the  campaign  now  on  throughout 
Maine  raises  $20,000  in  addition  to  the 
donations  and  pledges  thai  have  al- 
ready bcon  received  at  headquarters 
in  this  city.  That  an  eleventh  hour 
response  will  come  from  other  sec- 
tions of  Maine  is  the  hope  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  institution 
who  have  outlined  the  plans  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  plant  on  Pan 
nue  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  that 
have  been  placed  upon  the  institution. 

Portland  is  responding  nobly  t^>  the 
appeal  in  behalf  of  the  blind  people  of 
Maine  and  it  is  hoped  that  other  sec- 
tions of  Maine  will  do  likewise  jn  the 
near  future.  It  is  pointed  out  by  thpse 


tion  iii  tl.i  'ortland  in- 

stitution,     but    a      Stale      institution, 
>r     the   sightless   of  the 
10  benefit  from  the  con- 
tributions   th.it   are   made    toward    Ifc'e 
fund  now  being   raised.     The   tot 
goal  sel  for  the  campaign  was  $150,000, 
i  toward  the  purchase  of 
nut  and  for  the  erection  of  build- 
to   house     the     adult     male 
blindj  and   the  other  a  school  for   the 
juvenile  blind  of  .Maine. 


"Members  of  the  Dunstan  Grange 
held  a  poverty  social  at  the  Good 
Templars  Hall  Thursday  evening.  The 
proceeds  of  the  evening  were  added 
to   the  blind   fund. 


r  o  tC^^.  *_  L.  ,  i  |  ^.u  Ae*,Jn  f  "  ->-_>  - 
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NEEDS  OF  INSTITUTE  FOR 
BLIND  PLACED  BEFORE  THE 

ROTARUNS  AT  LEWISTON 


State  Directfcr  A.  S.  G  sboe  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Si  had  cam- 
paign, IIpv.  Franklin  K.  Deem  and 
William  Lynch,  the  last  named  being 
ipher  at  I  he  insLUute  i<i 
I  his  city,  is  yesterday  of  the 

Itotai .  Piston-Auburn.     An 

invitation   was  extended   by  the   presi- 
dent of  the  club  to  have  a  representa- 
of  the   institution  present  at  Fri- 
meetuug  to  explain  the  o'oj' 

cipaign  now  on  and 
to  which  the  Kotarians  of  the  two 
cities    named    have    pledged    their   sup- 

Uotarians   through    Maine    are   aiding 
the  campaign  in  every     possible     way 
and  are  to  play  an   important   part   in 
'oik  in  the  cities  outside  of  Port- 
land   when'    the    campaign    has    yet    to 
irrled  on  in  detail.  Portland  is  the 
only  city  where  a  bouse  to  house  can- 
rted   and   it   is   pro- 
d    by   the  county   and    city   chair- 
in  other    sections     of     .Mann      bo 
out   the    same   plan    in    order   to 
the      entire     amount      which      is 
irgc  the  Portland  institu- 
:r.<\  to' provide  necessities  for  the 
SI  .i  i  •     who    are    in- 
B I  rue  ted   there.  . 


INSTITUTION 
FOR  BLIND  FUND 
INCOMPLETE 


An  c:!r.i  effort  is  being  put  forth 
in  the  hope  that  the  campaign  now 
on  for  the  Maine  Institute  for  Liie 
Blind  will  net  an  amount  siiffii 
to  take  advantage  of  the  option  held 
by  the  board  of  trustees  on  the  prop- 
erty adjacent  to  the  present  institu- 
tion, and  which  it  is  planned  to  pur- 
chaw  for  the  enlarging  of  the  homo 
maintained  for  the  sightless  of  this 
state. 

The  Legislature  having  appropria- 
ted $37, 500,  an  equal  amount  must  be 
raised  in  order  to  take  advantage  of 
the  option  and  about  $20,000  of  this 
is    still    needed. 

The  campaign  fund  is  set  at  $150,- 
000,  this  amount  being  set  to  cover 
the  erection  of  the  buildings  proposed 
'*.>y  the  institute  as  a  home  for  the 
male  blind  and  a  building  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  the  juvenile  blind. 

Portland  has  contributed  the  major 
portion  of  the  amount  now  in  hand 
and  the  appeal  is  being  made  to  oth- 
er sections  of  Maine  to  "make  good" 
on  the  balance.  Several  small  towns 
e  reported  but  as  yet  none  of  the 
other  cities  in  Maine  have  sent  in  do- 
nations. It  is  pointed  out  that  the 
entile  state  is  asked  to  aid  the  cause 
for  the  institution  is  one  which  serves 
every  part  of  the  stale  and  is  in  no 
sense  a  Portland  institution,  save  in 
location.  The  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  is  a  state  aided  institution 
and   is  about   68  per  cent  self-support- 

In  the  campaign  the  blind  are  not 
appealing  for  charity  but  for  support 
in  the  enlargement  of  their  home 
wherein  they  and  other  blind  men 
and  women  may  be  instructed  and 
equlppe'd  with  a  knowledge  that  will 
fit  t.hem  for  positions  in  the  industrial 
life  o*  the  Pine  Tree  State.  All  Mail 
[mealed   to!    Will   she  respond. 


ro-rtlsiwct,  Mai^g,,   ^.y^yr-^ss. 
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FINAL  EFFORT  IN 

DRIVE  FOR  BLIND 

Need    $20,000    More    Take 
Advantage  of  Option 

The  remainder  of  this  week  and  all 
of  next  will  be  marked  by  a  determined 
effort  to  procure  at  hast  $20,000  more 
toward  the  fund  of  $150,000,  for  which 
a  campaign  is  now  being  conducted 
throughout  Maine  in  behalf  or  ih. 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The 
sum  of  $2tt,000  is  still  needed  to  com- 
plete the  amount  necessary  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  option  '  held  by  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  institution  on 
property  which  it  desires  to  purchase. 
The  date  on  which  the  option  ex- 
pired was  March  31,  but  an  extension 
of  time  was  obtained  by  the  trustees 
because  of  the  inclement  weather  that 
featured  the  close  ot  March  , and  made 
impossible  the  campaign  which  was 
planned   for  that  month. 

To  date  Portland  has  contributed  a 
goodly  sum  although  the  quota  of 
fL't.oOO  set  for  the  City  has  not  been 
raised,  it  was  said  today  at  campaign 
headquarters.  An  appeal  is  being 
sent  to  every  city  and  town  in  Maine 
to  send  in  donations  or  pledges.  As 
soon  as  conditions  permit,  a  canvass 
will  be  made  of  every  nook  and  coi- 
ner of  the  Pine  Tree  State  seeking  aid 
in  support  of  the  institution  in  this 
City  where  the  sightless  of  Maine  arc 
instructed  and  equipped  with  a  train- 
ing that  will  fit  them  for  positions 
in  the  industrial  life  of  the  State. 

The  appeal  is  also  made  in  behalf  of 
the  juvenile  blind  of  Maine  who  are 
now  being  educated  in  Massachusetts, 
!>ut  who,  if  present  plans  are  carried 
iut,  will  be  educated  in  their  home 
State.  A  portion  of  the  fund  now 
>eing  raised  is  to  be  devoted  to  the 
erection  of  a  building  near  the  present 
nstitution  where  the  blind  children 
nay  be  educated'and  avoid  their  bo- 
ng sent  to  Boston,  as  is  now  the  cas>  . 
With  a  cost  to  the  State  of  nearly 
19,000   annually. 


SOLICITORS  FOR  INSTITUTE 
FOR  BLIND  TALKED  OVER 
THE  DRIVE  AT  A  LUNCHEON 

• 

The  Portland  committee  injp  the 
State-wide  campaign  for  the  Maine) 
Institute   for  ,,]..  entertained   as 

their  guests  at  the     Congress     Square 
Hotel  yesterday   noon   the  50   or  more 


solicitors  who  are  conducting 
to  house  canvass  this  week. 

A  large  number  oi  the  streets  In  the 
c;ty  ), roper  have  been  canvassed  and 
those  In  charge  of  the  work  completed 
report  splendid  response  from  the 
people. 

NO  sums  were  reported  at  the  r 
ing    yesterday     but     complete     reports 
Will   be  made  to   headquarters   on   Sat- 
urday of  this  week. 

Immediately  following  the  luncheon 
yesterday  the  solicitors,  under  escort 
ol  Campaign  Director  A.  B.  Bisbec  an,' 
Assistant  Campaign  Director  Ernest 
J.  Hill,  were  taken  on  a  tour  of  in- 
spection of  the  institution  on  Park 
avenue.  There  they  were  given  an  op- 
portunity to  see  the  blind  inmates  at 
work  in  the  various  departments  and 
to  glean  a  clearer  knowledge  of  what 
the  institute  means  to   the  sightless. 

Their  gleanings  will  be  used  in  an 
appeal  to  Portlanders  to  support  the 
Campaign  which  is  now  on  and  to  con- 
tribute as  generously  as  possible  to  a 
fund  by  which  the  less  fortunat.' 
those  deprived  of  their  eyesight — are 
to  benefit. 

The  campaign  in  Portland  is  to 
raise  $24,000,  with  a  total  of  $112,500  to 
be  raised  throughout  Maine. 


P<7Y-£la.wcL>  )Aa.v-v\&,   At-«jl-=,- 
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iNSIIIUIt  FOR  THE  BUND 

CAMPAIGN  HEADQUARTERS 

NOW  IN  A  NEW  LOCATION' 
V 

Campaign  headquarters  for  the- 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  havt 
been  moved  from  112  Kxchange  street 
to  the  Casco  Mercantile  Trust  Con* 
pany  building  on  Middle  street,  the 
transfer  being  made  on  Saturday.  The 
work  outlined  for  the  remaining  days 
of  the  campaign  will  be  carried  on 
from  the-  new  offices  and  here,  t<-o, 
donations  and  pledges  may  be  left  or 
mailed.  This  week  is  to  be  marked 
by  a  final  spurt  in  the  hope  that  a 
goodly  portion  of  the  amount  sought 
may  be  raised  to  enable  the  board  "f 
trustees  of  the  institution  to  carry 
through  at  least  a  part  of  the  en- 
largement  program  already  planned. 

Urgent  appeals  are  being  made  by 
workers  in  the  campaign  for  support 
in  the  cause  and  all  Portland,  and  the 
of  Maine  as  well,  is  asked  to 
lend  its  aid  in  fulfilling  the  ambitions 
and  desires  of  the  institute  heads.  The 
plan,  in  the  event  that  the  amount 
i  is  raised,  is  to  purchase  land 
near    the    present    buildings    and    upon 


Iii  [|  male  blind,  and  a 

building  where  the  juvenile  blind  may 

mnasium    lot-   those 

In  the  Institution   and   other 

ioi    now   enjoyed    by    the 

I  ufaate  of  MaiivS  citizens. 

'I'lic  appeal  Cor  support  In  the  cam- 

One     for     charity     but     a 

>at«4    urging   of   tlie    people   of 

perate  in  helping  to  give 

the  blind  institute  cer- 

p leisures    and    conveniences    that 

.,:  i   i  .it  otherw^e  have. 
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URGENT  APPEAL 
^^j3EING  SENT  OUT 

About  $20,000  Needed  for 
Me.  Institute  for  Blind. 


Tj^WtStToyv,    Mi-.,    Jou-TYV^U- 


An  urgent  appeal  for  pledges  or  do- 
rations  in  the  campaign  for  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind  is  being  sent 
from  the  headquarters  in  this  city  to 
every  section  of  the  State,  including 
Portland.  While  a  serious  handicap 
has  been  worked  in  the  campaign  by 
the  inclement  weather  that  has 
marked  the  period  since  the  work 
started,  the  final  effort  will  be  made 
in  the  hope  that  an  amount  sufficient 
to  purchase  the  land  sought  by  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  institution 
will   be  raised. 

At  the  present  time-  about  $20,000  is 
needed  and  it  is  believed  that  with  do- 
nations yet  to  be  solicited  in  Portland, 
together  with  pledges  from  other  sec- 
tions of  the  State,  that  the  sum  need^ 
ed  for  this  service  will  be  raised.  An 
option  held  on  property  adjacent  to 
the  present  institute  buildings  is 
sought  by  the  board  of  trustees  and  it 
Is  upon  this  land  that  the  trustees 
hope  to  be  able  to  erect  a  dormitory 
for  the  adult  male  blind,  and  also  a 
building  where  the  blind  children 
might  be  educated  instead  of  having 
to  send  them  to  Massachusetts. 

In  the  event  that  the  full  amount  of 
'i0  cannot  be  raised  by  this  cam- 
th  fund  will  be  used  toward  the 
purchase  of  the  land  at  this  time  with 
hopes  that  the  future  will  make  possi- 
ble the  erection  of  the  buildings  now 
in  contemplation.  Fraternal  and  civic 
organizations,  lodges  and  clubs  ol 
every  description  are  appealed  to  in 
behalf  of  the  blind  to  make  the  pres- 
ent campaign  the  success  that  it  was 
lnt'iided    to    be. 


fibril-   i>f.    1*12.0. 

The  Granges  Are 
Responding  Nobly 

To  the  Appeal  for  Funds   for 
State  School  for  Blind 


The  drive  that  Is  now  on  to  raise 
$150,000  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blinds  l« 
meeting  great  success.  The  design  Is 
t©  purchase  adjoining  land  t0  ereot 
more  buildings,  and  on  this  property 
they  now  hold  an  option.  The  State 
has  gtvon  $37,500  t«  assist  in  carry- 
ing out  the  enlargement  plan  and 
$150,000   more   Is   needed. 

The  State  campaign  director  is  A, 
S.  Bisbce  of  Portland  and  he  tells  th« 
L°>wiston  Journal  that  the  response 
is  generous  and  there  is  but  little 
doubt  that  the  needed  sum  will  be 
raised.     In  -speaking  of  this  he  said: 

"Yes,  we  shall  certainly  raise  the 
money  and  work  on  the  buildings  will 
commence  the  moment  that  the  frost 
Is  out  of  the  ground.  The  article 
written  by  the  Journal  a  few  weeks 
since  has  helped  us  wonderfuMy  in 
all  parts  of  the  State.. 

"Granges  thruout  the  Stata  of 
Maine  are  responding  nobly  to  the 
appeal. 

'"  "Every  ;man,  woman  and  child  In 
Maine  has  been  asked  to  contribute 
and  granges  In  various  parts  of  the 
State  have  responded  splendidly. 
Among  those  having  already  are? 
Sabbath  Day  Da  fie,  $5.;  Massapaques,. 
$10-;  Pembroke.,  $10';  Ogunqult,  $15; 
Rainbow,  $5;  Washburn,  $3;  Edge- 
comb^;  North' Dexter,  $6.50;  Wells, 
$10;  Kiitery,  $7.53';  Queen  City,  $5; 
Bethel,  $2;  North  Scarboro,  $25;  Cape 
Elizabeth,  $50;  Pleasant  River,  $10: 
Pleasant  Dale,  $10;  Bay  View,  $15; 
Mountain  View,  $20.03?  Dunstan,  $20; 
Southport,  $5.85;  Coopers  Mills,  $5; 
Patton, '$10?  Croofced  River,  $5;  Cath- 
ante,  $5;  Sweden,  $5?  Princeton,  $5? 
Cushman,  $15?  Lemon  Stream,  $5? 
Capitol,  $5;  Alfred,  $5;  Bast  Edd'inff- 
ton,  $10;  Sidney,  $18.50.  The  returns 
are  by  no  means  all  In  as  jtfet." 


i-  mges  a  '1  other  societies  in 
Maine  ar»  responding  nobly  to  the 
appeal  sent  out  recently  from  the 
Campaign  headqunrtt  rs  of  the 
Maine  1  istitutioD  for  the  Blind  in 
Portland,  set  king  support  Tof*"the 
Statewide  campaign  in  the  interest 


Of  the  Mind  people  of  Maine.  The 
ol  j' ct  is  to  complete  a  fund  of 
$150  000,  the  sum  of  $37  500  hav- 
ing l>eon  apioppiia'ed  by  the  state 
to  assist  Ln  the  enlargement  project 
row  planned  for  the  Institution. 
Property  a<\j  c*'nt  to  the  present 
building  is  to  be  purchased,  if  the 
necessary  funds  em  be  raised  to 
talc*  advantage  of  a  ten  day  option 
oo  the  1  'id  Buildings  will  be 
erected  for  bousing  thf>  adult  m  de 
blind,  and  where  the  juveniles, 
now  educated  in  Boston,  may  re- 
ceive instiuction  in  their  home 
sti*e.  Thirty  two  granges,  three 
of  ih^m  in  Washington;  county, 
bare  sentcoiiti  i  'utions  from  $5.00 
upward,  and  "very  man,  woman 
and  chil  1  in  the  State  is  asked  to 
conti  ibut ■■  to  this  worthy  cause. 
Tlie  state  Director  is  A.  S.  I*  is  bee, 
of  Portland. 


IftrU     IS".   )1XQ- 

GRANGES  COMING  TO 
AID  OF  THE  BLIND 


PORTLAND,  April  14— Granges 
throughout  the  State  of  [Maine  are  re- 
sponding nobly  to  the  api  eal  which  was 
-sent  out  a  short  time  ago  from  the 
campaign  headquarters  of  the  Maine  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  in  this  City  ask- 
ing support  in  the  State- wide  campaign 
being  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind  of  Maine.  The  object  of  the 
campaign  is  to  complete  a  fund  of 
.$150,000,  the  sum  of  (37,50$  having 
been  appropriated  by  the  State  to  as- 
sist in  carrying  out  the  enlargement 
project  planned  for  the  local  institu- 
tion. Property  adjacent  to  the  pre- 
sent buildings  is  to  be  purchased  pro- 
viding an  amount  sufficient  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  option  now  held  is 
raised  within  a  period  of  ten  days. 
Upon  this  land  buildings  are  to  be 
erected  wherein  the  adult  male  blind 
may  be  housed  and  where  the  juvenile 
hlind,  now  educated  in  Boston,  may  re- 
ceive instruction  without  having  to  go 
out  of  their  own  State. 

Every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
Maine  has  been  asked  to  contribute 
and  granges  in  various  parts  of  the 
State     have  •  responded        splendidly. 


Among  those  having  already  reported 
are:  Sabbath  Day  Lake,  $5;  Massa- 
paquea,  $10;  Pembroke,  $10;  Ogunquit, 
$15;  Rainbow,  $5;  Washburn.  $3:  Bdge- 
coinb,  $5;  North  Dexter,  $0.50;  Wells, 
$10;  Kittery,  $7.53;  Queen  City,  $5; 
Bethel,  $2;  North  Scarboro,  $25;  Cape 
Elizabeth,  $50;  Pleasant  River.  $10;  ; 
Plcasantdale,  $10;  Bay  View.  $15;  j 
Mountain  View,  $20.03;  Uunstan,  $20;  | 
Southport,  $5.85;  Coopers  Mills,  $5; 
Patten,  $10;  Crooked  River,  $5;  Cat- 
hance,  $5;  Sweden,  $5;  Princeton,  $5; 
Cusliman,  $15;  Lemon  Stream,  $5; 
Capitol,  |5;  Alfred,  $5;  East  Edding- 
ton,  $10;  Sidney,  $16.50. 
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GRANGERS  OF  MAINE 
HELPING  THE  CAUSE 


Portland,  April  1(>. — Granges  Jhrfrngh- 
out    the    state    are    rei  ponding    nobly    to 

the  appeal  which  was  sent  nut  a  short 
time  ago  from  the  campaign  headquar- 
ters of  the  Maine  Institute  fWM-  ^'ll'.jl'1-'"'1 
in  this  city  asking  support  in  the  state- 
wide campaign  being  conducted  for  tfce 
benefit  of  the  blind  of  Maine.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  campaign  is  to  complete  a 
fund  of  $1:50,000,  the  sum  of  $37,500 
having  been  appropriated  by  the  state 
to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  enlargement 
project  planned  for  the  local  institution. 
Property  adjacent  to  the  present  build- 
ings is  to  be  purchased  providing  an 
amount  sufficient  to  take  advantage  of 
the  option  now  held  is  raised  within  a 
period  of  ten  days.  Upon  this  land 
buildings  are  to  be  erected  wherein  the 
adult  male  blind  may  be  housed  and 
where  the  juvenile  blind,  now  edacated 
in  Boston,  may  receive  instruction  with- 
out having  to  go  out  of  their  own  ytate. 
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Al  ui  >  Si     is      itcing      shown    In 

tiie  coming  food  sale  for  the  benefit 
Of  the  .State  Institution  E<u;__tlie  Blind 
which  is  to  be  held  May  7  at~thfl  II  ft  me 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Oordwell,  Main  and 
State  streets  under  the  auspices  of 
AmmoncongiO  club.  There  will  be 
music  all  the  time  between  the  hours 
of  2  to  6  p.  in.,  and  hot  te;i  and  Ofooco- 
■will  be  served  in  the  sun  parlors. 


Gorham   Dames  Contribute 
The    Gorhani    Dames    sent    a    checfc 
for   $67   to  the  committ<e   tor  the    fund 
fOC     the     Maine     Institution  lor     the 

Blind,  for  which  the  committee  lias  ex- 
prrpneti  thanks.  The  money  was 
raised  by  a  bridge  which  brought 
in  the  larger  portion  of  the  money 
and  to  which  the  C.-orham'  Dames 
contributed  from  the  treasury  the  re- 
mainder. 

VFor"  the  benefit  of  the  drive  for  fundf 
for  the  Maine   In-  the  KHnfl  "' 

Portland,  the  members  of  the  Amnion- 
congin  Club  will  hold  a  cooked  food 
sale  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Stephen  K. 
Cordwell,  Main  street,  on  the  after- 
noon of  May  7.  from  2  to  5.30.  Cooked 
food  of  all  kinds  will  be  on  sale.  Then 
will  be  a  fine  musical  urogram,  and 
*■»  WHHTP"«aWlff.11'  f     "■*■■«■— — ' 
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/Owing   to    illness    in    the   fami 

Mrs.  Stephen  K.  Cordwell,  the 
moncongin  Ciub  food  sale  for  the'Tj 
eiit  of  tiie  Maine  Institute  »l^l_he  Blind, 
was  to  have  been  hehl  aY  'the 
Cordwell  home  Friday  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  vestry  of  the  Warren 
Congregational  Church  vu.  re  it  will  be 
held  from  2  to  5.30.  A  program  will 
be  given  during  the  afternoon  and  tea 
will   be  served.^,  J    ,^  •f-ff  wV^«-V> 
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OVATION  IS  GIVEN 
WILL  C.  MACFARLANE 


Men's  Singing  Club  Heard 
In  Aid  of  Blind 

A   hearty  testimonial  was  given  Will 

C.   Mocfarlane  at  City   Hall  last  even- 

iionate  esteem  in  which 

held   by   l he.  citizens   of  Portland. 

The  conceit  in  aid  of  the  Maine  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  drew  but  a  small 
house  owing  to  the  intense  heat  ot 
an  unusual  JunedaYbut  doubtless  a 
large  number  orncKeTS  were  sold  to 
persons  who  remained. away  owing  to 
this  cause. 

From  the  time  Will  C.  Macfarlane 
entered  the  corridors  of  City  Hall— 
in  fact  from  the  time  he  first  appeared 
on  the  streets  of  Portland — it  was  one 
continual  ovation  for  the  former  mu- 
nicipal organist.  Mr.  Macfarlane  was  ! 
surrounded  by  friends  at  every  turn 
and,  in  the  audience  last  evening  were 
a  large  number  of  warm  personal 
friends  of  the  feminent  musician,  who 
came  solely  for'  the  purpose  of  listen- 
ing once  more  to  the  melodious  strains 
which  had  become  familiar  during 
the  seven  years  of  his  services  with 
us.  In.  the  warmth  of  the  handshake 
and  the  heartiness  of  the  greeting  was 
evinced    the    genuineness    of    feeling. 

Mr.  Macfarlane  was  given  an  effu-  ' 
sive.  reception  when  he  appeared  on 
City  Hall  stage;  he  was  heartily  ap- 
plauded and  encored  after  each  organ 
selection,  and,  at  the  close,  additional 
greetings  were  extended  in  the  ante 
rooms  back  of  the  stage. 

Besides  the  splendid  organ  program 
contributed  by  Mr.  Macfarlane,  the 
Men's  Singing  Club  was  featured  as  a 
great  attraction  of  the  concert  and 
with  great  enthusiasm  and  effect  did 
they  sing,  inspired,  without  doubt,  by 
the  presence  of  their  organizer  in 
whom,  to  a  man,  a  personal  interest 
is   felt. 

Mr.  Macfarlane  first  performed 
M  ;it land's  Concert  Overture  and  then, 
after  many  rounds  of  tumultuous  ap- 
plause gave  the  ever  beautiful  Largo 
of  Handel,  always  a  prime  favorite  m 
the  Macfarlane  repertoire.  Nevin's 
Sketches  of  the  City  followed,  and 
other  selections  by  the  organ  perform- 
er were  a  group  including  the  Ber- 
ceuse from  Jocelyn,  Nevin's  Will  o'  the 
Wisp  and  Lemare's  Andantino,  and 
finally  the  Overture  to  William  Tell. 
Men's   Singing   Club. 

The  Singing  Club  gave  numbers  fa- 
miliar under  Mr.  Macfarlanc's  instruc- 
tion and  the  .program  was  one  which 
appealed  especially  to  the  audience 
present  which,  though  small,  was  very 
appreciative.  The  club  gave  three 
groups  made  up  of  such  popular  fa- 
vorites as  Mother  o'  Mine.  The  Rosary, 
Piccaninny,  Lullaby.  The  Kilties 
March,  etc.,  and  in  each  selection  sang 
delightfully,  throwing  all  the  fine  qual- 
ities of  musicianship  for  which  the 
organization  Is  noted  and  gaining  a 
large  amount  of  applause.  The  sing- 
ers were  recalled  for  several  encores, 
one  favorite  being  the  Ava  Maria  by 
Abt.  with  tenor  solo  by  Ernest  J.  Hill 


Herbert  S.  Kennedy  was  also  one  ot 
soloists  of  the  evening,  as  was  How- 
ard R.  Stevens  and  Harry  F.  Merrill, 
who  was  heard  in  the  final  choral 
number,  Discovery,  by  O-reig,  in  which 
the  club  did   admirable  work. 

Mr.  Macfarlane  was  accompanied  to 
this  City  by  John  C.  F.  Slayton,  donor 
«f  the  organ  at  Melrose,  where  Mr. 
Macfarlane  presides.  The  former  mu- 
nicipal organist  was  taken  to  Poland 
SprfNt.  today  by  the  Men's  Singing 
Club  a»d  a  delightful  reui  " 
held. 


lor'tL&.wct,  IV\gav\€.,  Armies 
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OFjflSTlTUTE  FOR  BUBO 


-  u 


IM!'   no   doubt   Co   the   we  illn  i    i  mull'' 
lions,   but  a  small 
at    City    Hall   last   evening  to  enjoy    the 

rt  arranged  by  the  Men's  Sing- 
ing Club  in  aid  of  i  institute 
for  the  Blind  assisted  by  Will  C.  Mac. 
•rmer  Mi  mist. 
The  progi  ira  was  all  that  the 
critical  could  demand,  the  chorus  and 
solo    numbers    being    ,  I3    t0    the    high 

■  i  l    set      by    this 
while    the    fact    that    Will    M 
was  at   i  i   needs   no  comment 

It  certainly  fli'd  seem  good  to  see  him 

W'bii  the  audience  lacked  in  num- 
bers was  made  up  in  enthusiasm,  fdr 
it  is  doubtful  if  either  Mi  Stacfarlane 
or  the  Men's  Singing  Club  ever  receiv- 
ed a  more  h<  ai  ty  reception. 
The  program  follows: 

Maitland 
Will   C.   Macfarlane 
Mother   o'    Mine,  Burleigh 

I  The  Ii  i  >  M  he  Hose.  Rei(  li 

nor   Solo    by   Herbert   S,    K    nnedy. 

|  Oilmen  i     (Vora!     Waltz).  Wilson 

Portland   Men's  Singing  Ciiib. 
Sketches  of  the  City.  Nevin 

a.   The  City  from  afar  off. 
h.   '  >n  the  Avenue 

c.  An  i  lid  Lady  on  a  Porch. 

d.  Urchin  Whistling  in   the  Street. 

e.  The  Blind  Man 

f.  In   Busy   Mills 

g.  Evening. 

Will   C.  Macfarlane. 
Immortal  Spirit  Song.  Gibson 

The    Rosary,  Nevin 

Baritone   Solo   by   Howard   R.   Slovens 
Pickaninny  Lullaby,  Macy 

The  Portland   Men's   Singing  CIud. 
Berceuse   from   Jocelyn  Godard 

Will  o'   the  Wisp,  Kevin 

Andantino  in  D  flat,  Lemare 

Will   C.   Macfarlane, 
Chorus   of  Homage. 
Ava  M  irla, 

Tenor    Solo    by    Ernest    .T 
altioe  March,  Murthlsol 

The   Portland   Men's   Singing  Club. 


Gerick* 
Abt 
Hill 


E  ccL<jLl>Jrordl.  Me».j  Jovt-ma,l. 
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The  17th  annuaK^pnvention  of  the 
4aine  Fraternal  JEuJB»tip**er  tne 
lAlnd  was  held  WMneAffi  at  Prcole 
Portland,  and  was  most  suc- 
essTuf,  there  being  a  large  attendance 
and  many  features  which  added  Lo 
the  entertainment  of  the  assembled 
members.  The  election  of  officers  re- 
sulted in  Harry  B.  Hodgdon  of  "Yar- 
mouth being  chosen  as  president, 
ttliile  the  first  vice  president  is  O.  K. 
Scales  of  Acton;  second  vice  presi- 
dent U  S  Lyons  of  Portland;  secre- 
tory' C  E."  DeBcck  of  West  Baldwin, 
and  treasurer,  C.  L.  Cotton  of  Brown- 
field,  William  Lynch,  William  J.  Ryan 
and  John  C.  Carey,  all  of  Portland 
Following  the  afternoon  a  banquet 
was  enjoyed  by  50  persons  at  a  res- 
taurant on  Brown  street  and  a  thor- 
oughly enjoyable  theatre  party  wa, 
held  at  the  Jeffersonjn_the_eyening. 


FAVOR  STATE 
MANAGEMENT 
INSTITUTIONS 

Would  Take  Over  Home 

For  Blind,  Children's 

Hospital  Here 

Plan  Submitted  by  State 
Charities  Board  Urges 
Change  in  Method  of  Ap- 
propriations For  Certain 
Selected  Hospitals. 

AUGUSTA.  July  13  (Special).— The 
State  Board  of  Charities  and  Correc- 
tions has  recently  had  an  investigation 
made  of  the  methods  in  vogue  in 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  with  ref- 
erence to  the  granting  of  State  appro- 
priations to  incorporated  charitable  in- 
stitutions. Maine,  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  are  the  only  states  in  the 
union  making:  '  important  appropria- 
tions or  contributions  of  this  kind  to 
private  philanthropy.  As  a  result  of 
that  investigation,  the  Maine  Board 
has  submitted  to  Governor  Milliken, 
for  the  guidance  of  the  State  Commit- 
tee on  Budget,  and  for  the  information 
Of  the  Legislature,  a  definite  plan  for 
a  general  statute  upon  this  subject. 

The  important  features  of  that  plan 
call  for  taking  over  of  the  Children's 
Hospital  by  the  State  and  its  conduct 


as  a  hospital  school  for  crippled  chil- 
dren, the  taking  over  of  the  Maine  In- 
■titution  for  tluj-Hlimii  MMlie  State  and 
its  maintenance  as  a  part  of  the  State 
Educaional  Sjstem,  and  the  extension, 
of  the  general  appropriation"  now  made 
by  the  Legislature  fOr  the  Board  and 
Care  of  Neglected  Children  to  cover  all 
children  who  have  to  be  cared  for  by 
incorporates  children's  institutions-  and 
nome-flnding  societies  as  public  charg- 
es. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the 
Legislature,  instead  of  making  special 
appropriations  for  certain  selected 
hospitals-,  shdll  make  a  general  ap- 
propriation to  be  apportioned  by  the 
State  Auditor  among  all  incorporated 
charitable  hospitals,  and  municipal 
hospitals  whose  standards  of  care  are 
approved  by  the  State  Commissioner 
of  Health,  and  whose  rates  of  charge 
and  methods  of  investigation  as<  to 
the  ability  of  the.  patient  to  pay  are 
approved  by  the  .State  Board  of  Char- 
ities and  Corrections,  in  direct  pro, 
portion  to  the  amount  of  service  which 
the  several  hospitals  qualifying  for  aid 
actually  render  to  persona  who  are  un- 
able to  pay  for  the  same. 

The    plan    also    provides    that    cities 
and  towns  which  do  not  maintain  th< 
own  hospitals  for  care  of  persons  m 
ing    hospital    treatment    \\  iJn. 

able  to  pay  for  it,  may  contribute  to-  | 
ward  the  care  of  such  persons  J-n  in 
incorporated  hospital  if  they  ele-^t  to 
do  so.  It  further  provides  that  per- 
sons receiving  the  benefit  of  any  such 
city  or  town  payment,  shall  not  be 
deemed  paupers  because  of  such 
treatment. 

OUTLINE  NEW  PLAN 
FOR  STATE  CHARITIES 


Following  Investigation  of  Methods 

In    Other    States    Board    Submits 

Recommendations  for  New  L^w 


The  State  Board  of  Charities  and 
Corrections  has  recently  had  an  iu- 
/estigation  made  of  the  methods  in 
«-ogue  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
with  reference  to  the  granting  of  state 
appropriations  to  incorporated  chari- 
table institutions.  Maine.  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  are  the  only  three 
states  In  the  union  making  important 
appropriations  or  contributions  of  this 
kind  to  private  philanthropy.  As  a  re- 
sult of  that  investigation,  the  Maine 
board  has  submitted  to  Governor 
Milliken.  for  the  guidance  of  the  state 
committee  on  budget,  and  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  legislature,  a  aefinile 
plan  for  a  general  statute  upon  this 
subject. 

The  important  features  of  that  plan 
call  for  taking  over  of  the  Children's 
hospital   by   the   state  and   its    ^conduct 


las  a  hospital  school  for  crippled  chil- 
dren, the  taking  at  the  Maine 
Institution  .  ;iind  by  the  state 
1  its  maintenance  as  nwy^  the 
state  educational  Bytmt0^ma  the 
extension  of  the  general  appropriation 
now  made  by  the  legislature  for  the 
board  and  care  of  neglected  children 
to  cover  all  children  who  have  to  be 
cared  for  by  incorporated  children's  In- 
stitutions and  home-finding  societies 
as   public   charges. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the 
legislature;  instead  of  making  special 
appropriations  for  certain  selected 
hospitals,  shall  make  a  general  ap- 
propriation to  be  apportioned  by  the 
State  auditor  among  all  incorporated 
charitable  hospitals  and  municipal 
hospitals  whose  standards  of  care  are 
approved  by  the  state  commissioner  of 
health,  and  whose  rates  of  charge  and 
methods  ol  investigation  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  patient  to  pay  are  ap- 
proved  by  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties and  Corrections,  in  direct  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  «f  service  which 
the  several  hospitals  qualifying  for  aid 
actually  render  to  persons  who  are 
unable  to  pay  for  the  same.  The 
plan  also  provides  that  cities  and 
towns  which  do  not  maintain  their 
own  hospitals  for  care  of  persons 
needing  hospital  treatment  who  are 
unable  to  pay  for  it.  may  contribute 
toward  the  care  of  such  persons  in  an 
incorporated  hospital  if  they  elect  to 
do  so.  It  further  provides  that  per- 
sons receiving  the  benefit  of  any  such 
city  or  town  payment  shall  not  be 
deemed  paupers  because  of  such  treat- 
ment. 

RECOMMENDATIONS     FOR     MAINE 

The  detailed  recommendations  ^or 
Maine   are   as   follows: 

There  are  practically  only  two 
classes  of  "state-aided"  institutions  in 
.Maine.  hospitals  and  children's 
home.s,  the  latter  including  home  find- 
ing societies. 

Children 

During  the  past  year  Maine  has  had 
te  department  (State  Board  of 
Children's  Guardians),  caring  for  chil- 
dren. That  department  is  required 
by  law  to  make  use  of  the  services  of 
drente  Institutions  and  child  wel- 
fare organizations  wherever  and 
and  whenever  such  are  available.  The 
need  (or  special  appropriations  for 
children's  homes  and ; home  finding  so- 
eiet.es  therefore  ivj  longer  exists.  The 
money  heretofore  granted  to  incor- 
porated institutions  and  societies 
should  be  added  to  the  genreal  appro- 
priation for  board  and  care  of  neg- 
lected children,  also  dependent  chil- 
dren, under  the  general  law.  and  the 
stale  thus  be  enabled  to  utilize  those 
institutions  and  organizations  which 
are  prepared  to  render  the  best  ser- 
vice for  the  least  money. 
/-  Hospitals 

The    local    community     should     help 

itself    and    not    throw    the    whole    bur- 

j^jLupon  the     state,     therefore     the 

state1!    contribution     must    be     limited. 

The  Btate  us  a  whole  should  help  the 

local  community,  thus  making  a  more 

uibution   Of   the   burden.   These 

ihed      principles,      not 

uur  own    lavs— as   witness  our 

[hway     laws,     our    school     laws,     our 

health     laws,     our      mother's      aid      and 

neglected    children's   laws — but  also   in 

tin  Othel        tales    and    of     the 


The  onlv  way  this  mutuality  is  now 
accomplished  is  by  the  state  Impro- 
priation to  a  limited  number  of  speci- 
fied hospitals  of  degrees  of  excel- 
lence, in  whose  welfare  the  interest 
of  the  local  community  varies  from 
practically  nothing  to  generous  gifts 
of  individuals  and  income  from  liber- 
al endowments.  The  local  communi- 
ty should  be  allowed  to  express  itself 
either  in  this  way  or  through  local 
taxation  and  united  community 
tion,  or  in  both  ways,  as  it  ma\  pre- 
fer. 

Therefore,  both  as  a  health  and  so- 
cial welfare  measure,  the  enactment 
jof  a  general  statute  is  recommended, 
to  provide  for  and  govern  payments 
of  a  general  appropriation  for  the 
care  and  treatment,  in  hospitals  not 
owned  or  controlled  by  the  state,  of 
persons  unable  to  pay  for  the  same. 
Such  a  statute  should  provide  sub- 
stantially   as   follows: 

1.  Hospitals  Entitled:  Within  the 
limitation  of  the  appropriation  made 
therefor  by  the  legislature.  any 
municipal  hospital,  and  any  hospital 
incorporated  as  a  charitable  organi- 
zation, whose  standards  of  care  are 
approved  by  the  State  Commissioner 
of  Health  and  whose  rates  of  chai 
to  the  general  public  and  methods  of 
investigation  as  to  the  inability  of  the 
patient  to  pay  for  necessary  care  and 
treatment  are  approved  by  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections, 
to  be  entitled  to  compensation  from 
the  State  for  medical  and  surgical  care 
and  service  rendered  to  persons  unable 
to  pay  for  the  same,  upon  the  following 
conditions: 

L'.  Rates:  The  rates  of  compensa- 
tion allowed  by  the  State  to  be  fixed 
from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  arises, 
by  the  State  Committee  on  Budget. 
Such  rates  to  be  uniform  for  all  hospi- 
tals entitled.  'The  rate  per  day  for 
board  and  general  care  not  to  exceed 
per  cent,  (fifty  per  cent,  is'  sug- 
gested) of  the  average  daily  per  c 
ita  cost,  for  the  preceding  fiscal  vear. 
of  all  hospitals  qualifying  for  com- 
pensation as  specified  in  paragraph 
numbered  1.  The  rate  of  compensa- 
tion for  use  of  opening  rooms.  X-ray 
machines,  etc.,  to  be  such  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Budget  may  deem  just  and 
proper. 

3.  Bills:      Itemized    bills    to      be    re- 
quired,   as   now    but    the   limitation 

to  maximum  and  minimum  rates  of 
charge  and  the  filing  of  evidence  of 
inability  of  the  patient  to  pav  now 
required  by  Chapter  114,  P.  L.,  1917, 
to  be  superceded  by  the  provisions  of 
the  preceding  paragraphs  numbered  1 
and  "_'. 

4.  Apportionment:         Payments      to 
be   made   quarterly   but   only  such    bills 

are  filed  with  the  state  auditor 
within  30  days  after  the  end  of  the 
quarter  to  be  considered.  Should 
the  appropriation  available  for  any 
u  quarter  prove  to  be  insufficient 
to'  pay  all  of  the  approved  bills  for 
that  quarter,  then  the  auditor  to  be 
authorized    and    requii  ['portion 

the  available  appropriation  among  the 
several  hospitals  entitled  is  erODor- 
tion  to  the  value  of  the  free  Service 
rendered  for  which  payment  is 
claimed  and  such  apportionment  to 
we  deemed  payment  in  full  of  ah 
claims  against  the  state  for  the  quar- 
terly   period. 

5.  Community   Contributions:    Citi 
and  towns  to  be  authorized  to  raise  or 
appropriate    money    to    provide   hospi- 
tal     treatment      for     persons      residing 

rein,  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  the 
name.     Such    monej     to    be    expended 


i  in  the  maintenance  of  n  munic- 
ipal hospital,  or,  where  the  city  or 
town  maintains  no  Buch  initiltutiaa,  to 
supplement  tlu-  state  payments  to  the 
hospitals  described  in  the  preceding 
paragraphs  tot-  the  care  of  residents 
of  said  city  or  town,  towns  to  be  re- 
quired to  provide  for  such  payment 
whenever  the  person  cared  for  is  suf- 
fering from  an>  communicable  dls- 
e  in  which  case  the  city  or  town 
shall  have  same  rights  of  recovery 
from  town  of  settlement  as  for  pau- 
iii  i  supplies,  Persons  so  assisted  or 
cared  for  not  to  be  deemed  paupers 
by  reason  of  having  received  such 
or  assistant, 

Special    Institutions 

The  children's  hospital  should  be 
taken  over  by  the  state  as  a  hospital 
school  for  crippled  children  and  con- 
ducted along  lines  similar  to  that  uf 
the  Massachusetts  Hospital  school. 

The  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  should  he  definitely  accepted  as 
entirely   a   state   charge   and.    subject   tu 

the  supervision  of  the  state  dejpart- 
mentof  Education,  be  administered  as 
a  State  institution  for     the     education 

and    vocational    training    of    the    blind. 


Por't^wst ,  )A*.tr\-e,>  tL^|pr-e,^s- 
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Portland  man  named 
\    director  blind  institute 

AUGUSTA,  Aug.  12.  (Special.)— 
Governor  MilrfffeW™*Wte.y  nominated 
Converse  E.  Leach  of  Portland  as  a  di- 
rector of  the  Maine  Institute  for  Blind. 
Also  John  1.  Snow  of  Rockland  as 
commissioner  of  wrecks  and  Dr.  Ralph  i 
H.  Marsh  of  Guilford  as  medical  ex- I 
amincr  for    Piscataquis  County. 


Ho  I'l/tow,,  Manne,,  Tuwve.£ 
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MAINE  INSTITUTION 

.        FORTHEBUm 

AtJshe  ufifTi  or  the 

"'institution  for  the  Blind,  sub- 
mitted  plans   for   the  development  of 

Institution,   that    they    have    b 
working  out.   and   which   they   be! 
are  necessary  to     meet     the     present 
needs  of  the  blind  people  of  Maine. 

The  plan  includes  the  purchase  of 
adjoining  property,  on  which  an  op- 
tion was  secured  a  few  months  ago: 
this  will  enable  the  trustees  to  im- 
mediately house  the  men  now  con- 
nected with  the  Institution.  While 
there  is  now  a  splendid  dormitory  for 
a,  the  men  are  housed  wherever 
opportune  oblig- 

ed   to    cross    a    street    several    times, 


daily,  and   Severn  1   have   been   serious- 
ly injured  by  passing  automobiles. 


hall. 
win  ts  may   I 

this   building   will  ha  mnasium 

with   shower  bathe  and   i 
itures.    This  building  will  i 
- 
of  the  State  ma  I,  instead 

of  being  sent   t. 
now  being  done,  at  tl 
state;    the  cost   to   the   State  for  the 
year   1919    v 

The  Institutions,  itself,  is  the   best1 
argument    that    can    be    presented    in 
favor   of   vocational    trai  the 

blind.    The  products  of  the  Institution 
find  a  ready  market  and  all  work  i 
is  of  the  highest  order. 

The     financial     statement     for     the 
year  ending  December  31,  191: 
that    sales    in    the    Broom    depart' 
amounted  to  $9,796.73;   in  the  can, 
department   $3,798.40  and   in  the 
tress  dep  I  $6,798.42.    The  st; 

ment    shows    that    the    Institution,    at 
the    present    time,    is    approxima 
68%  self-supporting. 

The    contemplated    enlargement    of 
the  Institution  will  cost  about  $150,000 
The   Legislature   made   an   appropria- 
tion of  leaving  a   balam 
$112,500  to  be     raised     I 
sources.     It   is   proposed   to  raise  this 
amount  by  a  state-wide  campaign  din- 
ing the  week  begining  September  31st, 
1920  and  ending  December  31st,  1920. 

Every  dollar  raised  will  be  devoted 
to  the  needs  of  our  Own  People 
HOME   MISSION. 

:    dew    citizens   ha- 
il   the  past,  and  do  not  now  ask  for 
charity;    they  ask  for  an   opportunity 
to  take'  their   places  in  the  industrial 
life  ot  the  sta  I     mining 

The  trustees  believe  that  the  plan, 
as  outlined  above,  will  fully  meet  the 
needs  of  the  sta 

and,  in  behalf  of  the  blind  people 
n,  make  this 
of  our  citizens.    Remil 

io   S.   C.   Ripley,   Trea 
"and,  Mai 
The  Campaign  has  n 
dorsement  of  the  Civic  Bureau'  of  the 
Portland  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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RYAN    STARTS   OUT 

ON    ANNUAL    TOUR 

VYiLKaui  .T.   Ryan,  of  Portland,  a  blind 

man  known  almost  as  well  throughout 
Maine  as  ho  is  in  his  home  town,  started 
Saturday  on  his  40th  annual  tour  of 
As  usual  he  is  selling  tin- 
Maine     Fanners    Almanac,    the    [jroe i> 

of  which  are  devoted  to  improvement  of 
conditions  among  tin-  blind.  Mr.  U.van 
states  that "tMS-  WII!""1rWi»itively  be  ills' 
farewell  trip  as  the  condition  of  his 
health  will  not  permit  of  extended  jour- 
neys in  the  future.  lie  began  selling 
these  almanacs  throughout  the  Stale 
when  a  boy  of  16.  The  almanac  this 
year  in  addition  to  its  usual  features  con- 
tains the  Maine  Fish  and  Game  laws  up 
to  (late.  His  trip  will  take  him  clear  to 
the  northernmost  boundaries  of  the  state 
and  ho  will  be  gone  about  two  months. 
He  has  little  trouble  in  finding  hid  way 
about  and  has  a  good  gem  ral  knowledge 
of  most  of  the  cities  and  'owns  of  the 
state. 


H  u.  a;  ^  ;>  Col  ,  lUo/ifc-  jj  ^r   lu, 
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BecfcwUr    l„    \AlsO. 


W.   B.   Hall  of  Portland,   chairman   of 

Roard    of    Trustees    of    the    Maine 

State    School    for    the    Blind,    appeared 

n     reference" "  (u    (lie    npprnpriation      of 

0     to     assist    in'   the    purchase     of 

property    in     Portland     Cor    ;>     new    dor- 

y   for  the  school.     Mr.  .Hal) 
ihat    t)ie    .amount    of    %'i'. 

on— had 

by    the    trustees    and    he 

requested     that  the  Council  issue  an    or- 

der    providing     that    upon     the    receipt 

the    State  or    auditor    of 

I    from    the    tin  -'heck 

be    sent   to    t  .  s    for"  $75,- 

I    Albert    Bines,' 

adjoining   the    school    for    the    Blind. 

Hall  ted    that    the    purchase 

would    be    a    good,    investment    for    the 
Id    the    trustees    had    just 
in    the    canvas     6i     [l  ads    and    that 
i  he    new  mt    In 

•  r    shape    and    that  t    per- 

mit   the    housing    of   the    blind    inmates 
the    House,    where    they    would    not* 
to    enter    and    leave    the    house    in 
vehi- 

■  . 

meter    could 

■ 

by    Air.      II;. 

ile     td 

:  Jtoit 
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HANDSOME  SUM  REALIZED 
FROM  CONCERT  FOR  BLIND 

For  several  successive  y< 
public  of  Portland  hasTHm  UBlWll  Up"-" 
on  to  support  some  form  of  entertain- 
ment under  the  auspices  of  "The 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind,"  and  the  support  has  always 
been  very  generous.  The  commit  - 
tee  having'  .such  entertainment  ■  in 
■charge  has  always  regarded  this  re- 
sponse as  a  token  of  friendly  inter- 
est, for  'which  it  has  always  been  most 
grateful. 

The  cbjecL  of  the  stain  organization 
is  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  blind 
in  .Maine,  and  to  improve  conditions 
wherever  possible,  although  the  scope 
of  its  -work  is  admittedly  very-  much 
circumscribed  at  present.  A  part  of 
the  amount  realized  from  these  con- 
certs is  annually  added  to  a  fund 
whose"  income  shall  b£  exclusively  used 
in  aiding  any  who  would  open  some 
line  of  work  independently  but  for 
lack  of-  capital  are  unable  to  do  so, 
upon  the  fund  reaching  a  stated 
amount.  All  other  revenue  is  added 
!o  the -general  fund,  from  which  all 
current  epenses  are  met,  and  by 
means  of  -which  it  is  even  now  possi- 
ble to  be  of  slight  assistance  to  some 
worthy  persons  desiring  to  work  inde- 
pendently. 

With  this  short  statement  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  of  our  associ- 
ation, by  order  of  the  Executive  Board 
of  the  association,  presents  the  fol- 
lowing financial  statement  of  concert 
of  1920,   given  October   14. 

Receipts. 
100?    tickets      sold   Iby      W.    J. 

Ryan  at  $1.00  per  ticket  ..  $  1007.00 
3-9  tickets  sold  at  box  office  39.00 

Gift,  2.00 


Received,  J104S.00 

Disbursements. 

2."  per  cent  commission  to  "W. 
J.  Ryan"  on  1007  tickets.  $  251.75 

Louis  H.  Ross,  Scottish  Con- 
cert Co.,  Services  and  trans- 
portation, 1£".SS 

Hotel  expenses  of  same  com- 
pany, 20.00 

Rent  of  Frye  Hall,  35.00 

Printing  of  tickets  and  pro- 
grams, 10.00 

Postage,   express   and  .  carfares 

of  committee,  1.50 


Paid  out, 
Proceeds, 


504.13 
543.87 


1043.00 
Respectfully   submitted, 
hesley  L.   Cotton,   Chairman. 


PENSIONS  s^ 

.■a     Pensions     will 

i  .ii.li.'  hearing  in   its  room,  No. 

Siat--    House,    III   Augusta,   on 

KY   1,   at   1   P. 
M.,   i  l lowing: 

olve   in   favor  of  JleUlon   Xcalley 
wor. 
An  Act  to  increase  the  State  pension 
t"   the   lilind. 

olve    In    favor    of    Josephine    P. 
by  of  Farmlngdali. 
olve     to  the      pension 

ted   to   Harrrfon   Varrell  of  York. 
iL.TR   S.    CORD,    Clerk. 


rortla,ytd  ,  )Aa.v/\-e,,  .H-rtf-iAS. 


£ 


BLIND  WILL  BE 

GUESTS  X)F  LEGION 

Some  of  those  who  have  been  so 
unfortunate  as  to  have  lost  their  sense 
of  sight  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
hear  the  Swanee  River  Quartette  next 
Friday  night  at  the  City  Hall  when 
the  inmates  of  the  Maine  Institute  for 
the  Blind  will  be  guests  of  the  Ameri- 
can tfetWK.  » 

After  ten  years  together  this  famous 
i  olored  quartette  is  more  popular 
than  ever.  Following  a  long  Chau- 
tauqua season  through  New  England 
and  Canada  they  are  filling  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  consecutive  lyceum 
dates  this  fall  and  winter. 

Three  of  the  members  of  this  quar- 
tette are  university  graduates  and 
the  company  was  formed  from  a  Bible 
class  conducted  by  John  Gantt,  its 
present  manager,  in  a  big  colored 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  They  do  not  pretend  to 
be  the  best  quartette  in  the  world, 
but  they  are  unquestionably  the  best 
negro  quartette  in  Amreica.  Their 
voices  blend  beautifully,  their  mezza 
voce  work  is  especially  good. 
-  - 

Ma-Toh    I/..  \q%\. 

The  Holiday  supper,  given  by 
the  North  Scarbobo  Grange  for 
Hie  benefll  of  the  Maine  Insti- 
tute Pot  the  Blind,  was  a  great 
success  and  Jaxwas  raised.  A 
bountiful  supper  was  served, 
those  having  charge  being  Mrs. 
Arthur  J.  Straw.  Mrs.  Orrie  E. 
Sherman  and  Mrs.  Hillock,  with 
Mrs.  Jesse  Tapley  at  the  piano 
for  the  old-fashioned  country 
dances. 


.      Jv-v\e.     13..    113.1. 


RIDE  FOR  BLIND 

TOMORROW  NIGHT 

Plana  for  the  ride  to  be  given  the 
at  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  tomorrow  night,  by  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  have  been  com- 
pleted,  and  it  was  announced  this 
afternoon  thai  there  viu  be  about  50 
in  the  party.  William  J.  Ryan  has 
of  the  arrangements  at  the 
instil  nte  and  Col.  Frank  1!.  Cummings. 
publicity  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  has  been  busily  engaged  In 

procuring    the    ears. 

The  party  will  leave  the  institute 
at  7  and  will  go  to  Oak  Hill  and 
Prout's  Neck,  back  along  the  Shore 
Road  to  the  City  and  then  to  the 
in  and  Eastern  Promenades. 
Then  there  will  be  a  trip  via  the  Lit- 
tle read  to  Yarmouth,  returning:  to 
I'm  Hand    by    the    Shore    Road. 


fiostow,  Ma.SS- »  Gtlobe^. 


J-^W   2,1+,,  \4%\. 


Gov  Baxter  Makes  Appointments 
AUGUSTA.  Me,  July  23— Gov  Baxter 
has  nominated  \Y.  S.  Stinc'hneld,  Skow- 
hegan,  medical  examiner  for  Somerset 
County;  George  \.  Way.  Lincoln,  med- 
ical examiner  for  Penobscot  County 
Stephen  E.  Cordwell.  Westbrook,  and 
Willis  P.  Hall.  Portland,  directors  of 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind- 
Margaret  B.  Dearness,  Portland,  mem- 
ber of  Board  for  Registration  of  Xurses- 
Amos  K.  Butler,  Skowhegan,  public  ad- 
ministrator for  Somerset  County;  Dr 
L.  Daseombe,  Skowhegan,  eountv'  ex- 
aminer for  insane  convicts,  and  Daniel 
Stewart,  Danforth,  disclosure  commis- 
sioner for  Washington  County. 


PoTtla-vict,  Me/.>  S-fjp-re^S 


J^Lv    30,    \1%\ 


ANNUAL  MEETING 
BLIND  INSTITUTION 

S.   C.   Ripley  Elected   Five 
Year  Director 

The  regular  annual  meeting  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  was 
held  b  terday  in     the    directors' 

room  of  the  Barker  Memorial  Building. 
At  the  business  meeting  the  members 
elected  S.  C-  Ripley,  director  for  five 
years.  Willis  B.  Hall  was  re-ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  to  succeed 
himself.  Another  Stata  appointment 
was  that  of  Stephen  K.  Cordwell  of 
Westbrook.  Willis  B.  Hall  was  elected 
clerk  of  the  corporation  and  in  the 
Ing  of  the  directors,  Charles  H. 
Randall  was  re-olected  president.  Fur- 
ther elections  of  the  directors  were  as 
follows:       First      vice-president       and 


treasurer,  S.  C.  Ripley;  second  vice- 
president,  .j.  Putnam  Stevens;  secre- 
tary, Willis  p..  Hall;  superintendent, 
William   1 1.  Travis. 

The  treasurer  made  his  annual  re- 
port showing  the  institution  to  be  in  a 
sound,  and  healthy  condition  with  a 
great  advance  made  the  past  season  in 
purchasing  and  paying  for  the  Rines 
rty  giving  a  dormitory  for  men 
that  is  much  appreciated  and  will  be 
more  so  when  the  snows  of  next  win- 
ter drift  about. 

Several  bequests  in  wills  were  men- 
tioned and  rnoney  is  sti^l  coming;  in  on 
the  campaign,  because  the  maximum 
was  not  reached,  and  to  consummate 
the  plans  for  extension  to  make  this 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  best  insti- 
tutions of  its  kind  in  the  United  States 
more  money  will  be  needed  and  there- 
fore all  contributions  are  gladly  re- 
ceived and  will  be  used  where  they  will 
do  the  most  good. 

One  of  the  greatest  civic  benefit? 
now  made  possible  is  the  straightening 
of  the  dangerous  street  conditions  or 
Deering  avenue,  adding  more  ground  t< 
the  park  and  eliminating  the  quid 
eurve  which  is  a  menace  to  *■■•■■'"=■) 


A 


£ 
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Nominations  by  Governor 
Gov.  Baxter  Thursday  nominated 
Carroty  X.  Perkins  of  Waterville  as  a 
HMjmber  of  the  board  of  bar  exam^n- 
(rs/N Freeman  M.  Grant  of  Portland 
as  a  director  of  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  Herman  H.  Coombs  of 
Belfastascrnjjutaji  treasurer  of  Waldo 
■  Mimty*,lf?oTertHale  of  Portland  as  a 
'Member  of  the  Maine  Board  of  Ac- 
countancy'  and  R.  K.  Wood  of 
Presque  Isle  as  a  trial  justi^. 


Se^-te.vvibe.-r  2,1,  W51I. 


FOR  MAINE  BY 


Baxter  Makes  Report  of  First 
|      Six  Months  of  Economy 
Program 

Augusta,  Me.,  Sept.  26. — Rigid 
economy  in  State  departments  and 
Institutions  have  saved  the  State  of 
Maine  nearly  $500,000  in  six  months, 
it   was   announced    today. 

A  few  days  after  Governor  Percl- 
val  P.  Baxter  took  the  oath  of  of- 
fice   last    February,    he       called       to- 


gether  the  heads  of  all  State  depart- 
ments and  Stale-  institutions  and 
told  them  lie  expected  them  to  livs 
within  whatever  appropriations  the 
Legislature  gave  them  for  their 
work.  The  Governor  emphasized  the 
fact  that  the  Legislature  was  in 
session  at  the  time,  and  that  the 
Legislaaure  directly  represented  the 
people. 

He  also  told  the  heads  of  these  de- 
partments and  Institutions  that  the 
Legislature  Imposed  the  taxes  and 
v.  as  responsible  for  how  they  were 
spent,  and  the  Governor  said  that 
he  would  be  responsible  for  over- 
drafts if  departments  and  institu- 
tions exceeded  their  appropriations. 
The  Governor  wanted  the  fact  made 
clear  to  everybody  that  the  practice 
of  askinpr  the  Governor  and  council 
to  provide  large  sums  of  money  to 
meet   deficits   should    be   discontinued. 

BAXTER    FOR    ECONOMY. 

Departmental  and  institutional 
heads  assured  the  Governor  that  they 
■would  conform  to  his  plans.  In  the 
past  there  has  been  a  tendency  for 
departments  and  institutions  to  use 
up  the  last,  dollar  of  the  appropria- 
tions given  them  by  the  Legislature 
but  Governor  Baxter  is  of  the  opinion 
that  if  it  appears  that  a  balance  is  to 
be  left  in  an  appropriation,  the  ex- 
penditures of  that  department  should 
be  carefully  watched  so  that  balance 
may  be  saved  and  used  for  some  other 
proper  purpose.  Governor  Baxter 
floes  not  want  his  administration  to.,1 
have  a  deficiency  bill  which  the  next 
Legislature  would   have  to   pay. 

Governor  Baxter  informed  the 
heads  of  the  State  departments  and 
Institutions  th-at  he  planned  to  take 
the  public  into  his  confidence  and 
Blve  them  an  account  of  his  stew- 
ardship for  the  first  six  months' 
period  of  his  administration.  Fig- 
ures presented  show  what  has  been 
accomplished.  A  statement  that  the 
puditor  prepared  at  the  request  of 
the  Governor  shows  that  263  separ- 
ate appropriations  were  made  by  the 
Legislature  for  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year  1921.  The  total  appro- 
priation made  by  the  1921  Legisla- 
ture amounted  to  52.507,512.17.  The 
total  amount  of  actual  overdrafts  i 
during  the  six  months'  period 
amounted    to    $41,889.87. 

In  this  overdraft  item  is  included 
?213.49  for  pensions  to  retired  em- 
ployes as  provided  by  law  and  for 
which  an  appropriation  was  made 
by  the  Legislature;  $722.17  for  the 
special  emergency  railroad  rate  in- 
vestigation, and  $1,321.86  for  com- 
pleting the  Blaine  Memorial,  which 
was  begun  in  1920  and  which  has 
been  only  partially  completed.  After 
deducting  these  three  items  there  is 
left  an  actual  overdraft  of  $39,442.35, 
for  which  the  departments  and  in- 
stitutions of  this  administration  are 
responsible.  To  meet  this  overdraft  j 
money  will  be  taken  from  the  State 
contingent  fund,  which  is  made  up  I 
of  lapses  that  accumulate  from  such 
appropriations  as  have  not  been 
fully   expended. 

EXCEEDED    APPROPRIATION. 

The  departments  and  institutions 
•which  exceeded  the  appropriation  the 
Legislature  made  for  them  are  as 
follows: 

Adjutant-General's      Depart- 
ment— Office     expenses....         $32.10 
Attorney-General's       Office — 

Salaries  and  clerk  hire....  154.73 
General  office  expenses  ...  .  561.18 
Inheritance     Taxes — Salary 

and  expenses 13.37 


Board  of  Prison   Commission- 
ers— State  probation  officer        265.22 
Blaine  Memorial  (to  complete 
work    begun    in    1920    and 

left    unfinished) 1,321.86 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture 

— Salary  and  clerk  hire...         104.11 
Executive  Department — Edu- 
cation of  UJ^^Jind 51.19 

Employ es*pensions  (no  ap- 
propriation by  Legisla- 
ture)      .'.rr:.~. 203.49 

Railroad     investigation 

(Special — an    emergency)         722.17 
Hospital    Trustees — Expenses         619.27 
Live      Stock      Commission   — 
Condemned  animals   (other 
bills     outstanding    not    in- 
cluded   here) 18,892.45 

Northern    Maine.  Sanatorium, 

Presque    Isle — Maintenance     5,854.56 
Public    Utilities    Commission 

— Steamboat  inspectors.  ..  .         730.39 
;    Sea  and   Shore   Fisheries — ■ 

Office     expenses...! 465.03 

Pay  and  expenses  of  ward- 
ens           867.37 

State  Reformatory  for  Men, 
South  Windham — Main- 
tenance          735.63 

State  Board  of  Charities  and 
Corrections  —  Board     and 
care    of    neglected     chil- 
dren          9,383.47 

Supreme    Judicial    and    Supe- 
rior    Courts — Expenses     of 

justices 99.37 

Tuberculosis     Trustees — Ex- 
penses          251.25 

Treasurer      of      State — Office 

expenses 361.66 

Total $41,689.87 

OFFSET    BY    SAVINGS. 

The    total   amount   of  overdrafts   of 
?41,689.87    shown   is   more   than   offset 
by    savings    in    the    appropriations    of 
other     departments     and     institutions 
that  have   not   been   expended   in  full. 
The    total    appropriations    made    by 
the   Legislature   amounted    to    $2,507,- 
512.17.      Of    this    appropriation    $508,- 
310.86  has  not   been   spent.     After  de- 
ducting    the     overdraft    of    $41,698.87 
from     the     unspent    appropriation     it 
appears    that    a    net    saving    of    $476,- 
620.99  for  the  first  six  months  of  1921 
has  been  made  by  this  administration. 
The     present    administration,    how- 
ever,   has    been    called    upon    to    take 
the   sum   of  $144,479.40    from    the   con- 
tingent   fund     to    pay    bills    incurred 
previous   to  January   1,   1921. 

From  this  statement  it  appears 
that  the  State's  financial  condition 
is  sound;  that  ;  .1  departments  and 
institutions  have  been  properly  cared 
for;  that  $476,62o\99  has  been  saved 
rrom  the  appropriations,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  a  reduction  of 
49  per  cent,  has  been  made  in  the 
State  tax,  without  deducting  the  sol- 
diers' bonus  charges. 


■/f-ngvistcu ,  Mawu/\^»  JoiA.yn.^t 


October     if„    1^1 


William  J.  Ryan,  Portlands  most 
famous  blind  man,  soon  starts  on  his 
annu  IroughouJ  Maine  selling 

the  old  Maine  Farmers'  Almanac  for 
the  coming  year.  For  the  past  40 
years  Mr.  Ryan  has  conducted  this 
business  enterprise,  for  himself. 
Now,  he  announces,  the  proceeds  of 
iiis  sales  will  he  turned  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  And  if  his  health  permits 
he  intends  to  make  the  same  trip  and 
for  the  same  cause  until  1H28  hy 
which  time  he  feels  that  he  will  have 
earned  the  right  to  take  life  easier. 
Mr.  Ryan  started  selling  almanacs  in 
:S82  with  a  stock  of  200.  His  highest 
figure  was  20,000  in  a  single  season. 
He  has  always  been  greatly  interest- 
ed in  the  work  for  the  blind,  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  promoting 
the  legislation  which  resulted  in  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


October  !(■■   \°i%\. 

CONCERT  FOR   BLIND. 

Xext  Monday  evening,  <vT~"l~  at  S 
o'clock  Portland's  music  lovers  have 
i  lie  opportunity  of  hearing-  the  Lotus 
.Male  Quartet  assisted  by  Arthur  Ma- 
honey,  the  boy  soprano  and  John 
Thomas,  humorous  reader,  all  of  Bos- 
ton. They  will  be  heard  at  Frye  Hall 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Maine  Fra- 
ternal association  for  the  Blind.  This 
I  vent  is  the  ISth  annual  grand  concert 
and  ihe  proceeds  are  used  to  build  up  a" 
fund  for  assisting  financially  and  oth. 
erwise  the  worthy  blind  in  the  State  of 
Maine. 

Po -rt la. vi dL,  Maunc  flrg--u.s. 


October    '0"u  1^3,1, 


William  J.  Ryan,  Portland's  most 
famous  blind  man,  soon  starts  on  his 
annual  toMF"  through  Maine  selling  the 
old  Maine  Farmers'  almanac  for  the 
coming  year.  For  the  past  40  years 
Mr.  Ryan  has  conducted  this  business 
enterprise  for  himself.  Now,  he  an- 
nounces, the  proceeds  of  his  sales  will 
be  turned  in  to  the  treasury  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind.  And 
if  his  health  permits  he  intends  to 
make  the  same  trip  and  for  the  same 
cause  until  1928  by  which  time  he  feels 
that  he  will  have  earned  the  right  to 
take    life    easier. 

Mr.  Ryan  started  selling  almanacs 
in  1882  with  a  stock  of  200.  His  high- 
est figure  was  20,000  in  a  single  sea- 
son. He  has  always  been  greatly  in- 
work  for  the  blind,  and 
was  largely  instrumental  in  promoting 
the  legislation  which  resulted  in  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Kindly  wait  for  Ryan  for  your  1922 
aim  macs. 


19TH  ANNUAL  CONCERT 
FOR  BLIND  SUCCESS 

Pilgrim     Quartet     AppArs 
At  Frye  Haft)      *""' 

Last  night  at  Five  Hall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Maine  Fraternal  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  the  Pilgrim 
Quartet  of  Boston  gave  a  conceit  as- 
sisted by  John  Thomas,  humorist,  and 
Richard  Sanborn  of  Portland,  saxo- 
phor.e  soloist,  accompanied  by  Miss 
Yvonne  Montpelrer  on  the  piano.  De- 
spite the  cold  winds  the  hall  was 
crowded  with  an ' enthusiastic  and  ap- 
1  ive   audience. 

March  Onward,  Gteibel;  The  Owl  and 
the  Pussy  Cat,  DeKoven:  The  Planta- 
tion Hand.  Thayer;  Summer  Lullaby, 
Oihson,  were  rendered  by  the  quartet 
so  effectively  that  encores  had  to  be 
given.  Dr.  George  R.  Clark  of  the 
quartet  made  an  especial  hit  in  some 
of  the  extra  numbers. 

Dr.  Clark  also  sang  a  solo,  Shipmates 
Of  Mine,  and  was  recalled  for  an  en- 
core, while  Harold  S.  Tripp  sang  The 
Jasmine  Door,  by'  Scott. 

Mr.  Sanborn,  on  the  saxophone,  gave 
At  Dawning,  Cadman,  and  Saxophone 
Fantasie,  Rosebrook. 

John  Thomas,  who  has  appeared  in 
Portland  before,  was  well  received  by 
his  old  friends.  After  telling  some  hu- 
morous stories  he  read  Hanging  the 
Picture,  and  Women  in  Politics.  Re- 
called again. and  again  he  gave  several 
short  readings,  among  these  being  Jack 
and  Jill,  which  was  received  w^ith  roars 
of  applause. 

This,  the  19th  annual  concert  given 
by  the  association,  was  a  success  from 
■t""t    to   finish. 


1 J €>  l^a/sf  »    M eou  w  a~ ,  Jo  JIT  qq,^ 


RYAN  TO  WORK  FOR    MAINE'S 
LfND 


Willisln*^.  Ryan,  Portland's  famous 
blind  man,  soon  starts  on  his  annual  tour 

Farmers'  Almanac  for  the  coming  year. 
For  the  past  40  years  Mr.  Ryan  has  con- 
ducted this  business  enterprise  for  him- 
self. Now,  he  announces,  the  proceeds 
of  his  sales  will  be  turned  in  to  the  treas- 
ury of  the  Maine  Institution  Tor  the 
Blind.  And  if  his  health  permits  he  in 
tends  to  make  the  same  trip  and  for  the 
same  cause  until  1928  by  which  time  he 
feels  that  he  will  have  earned  the  right 
to  take  life  easier. 

Mr.  Ryan  started  selling  almanacs  in 
1882  with  a  stock  of  200.  His  highest 
figure  was  20,000  in  a  single  season.  He 
has  always  been  greatly  interested  in 
work  for  the  blind  and  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  promoting  the  legislation 
which  resulted  in  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 


T> 
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STARTS  SOON  ON  MAINE  TOUR 


William  J.  Ryan,  Portland's  famous 
blind  man,  soon  starts  on  his  annual 
tour  through  Maine  selling  the  old 
Farmers'  Almanac  for  the  coming 
year.  For  the  past  40  years  Mr.  Ry- 
an has  conducted  this  business  enter- 
prise for  himself.  Now,  he  announces, 
the  proceeds  of  his  sales  will  be 
turned  into  the  treasury  of  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  And  if  his 
health  permits  he  intends  to  make 
the  tame  trip  for  the  same  cause  until 


1328  by  which  time  he  lecls  that  he 
will  have  earned  the  right  to  take  life 
easier. 

Mr.  Ryan  started  selling  almanacs 
ir.  18S2  with  a  stock  of  200..  His  high- 
est figure  was  20,000  in  a  single  season. 
He  has  always  been  greatly  interested  j 
in  work  for  the  blind,  and  was  largely 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  legisla- 
tion which  resulted  in  the  Maine  In-  j 
stitution  for   the   Blind. 

Kindly  wait  for  Ryan  for  your  1922 
almanac. 


JYoAAe.wibs.-r      ife.    <W 


William  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  who 
devotes  his  time  to  the  interests  of 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
was  in  town  last  week  on  his  41st 
annual  trip,  selling  Maine  Farmers' 
Almanacs,  the  profits  from  his  sales 
going  to  the  blind  of  this  State.  Mr. 
Ryanj  although  blind,  has  become  so 
familiar  with  the  different  towns  and 
cities  and  their  streets  that  he  is  able 
to  find  his  way  about  with  no  other 
assistance  than  the  use  of  a  cane. 


lodge  of  Misons  in  Denmark;  the  Den- 
mark Congregational  Church.  Univerea- 
list  Church  in  Westbrook,  Home  for 
Aged  Men  in  Portland  and  Home  for 
Aged  Women.  Home  for  Friendless 
Boys,  Good  Wirr-J3n!„p  flrajng  fnh~nl 
for  the  Blind,  Maine  School  for  th« 
Deaf,  Husgins  Hospital  of  Wolfsboro 
Maine  General  Hospital  and  Webber 
Hospital  of   Biddeford. 

Payment  of  these  bequests  as  well  »., 
those  provided  for  relatives  is  not  to  be 
made  until  after  the  death  of  the  test- 
ator's, pwife.  Susan  Whidden  of  West- 
brock.. 


J{  *,q(vsi>Xa~  >  lAgwvxfe/,  <TovLir-ytc!oU 


«A  yog 


WILL  VISIT   HOULJ^N^ 

William  J.  Ryan,  Portland's  most  fa- 
mous blind  man,  soon  starts  on  his  an- 
nual tour  throughout  Maine  selling  the 
old  Maine  Farmers'  Almanac  for  the 
coming  year.  For  the  past  40  years 
Mr.  Ryan  has  conducted  this  business 
enterprise  for  himself.  Now,  he  an- 
nounces, the  proceeds  of  his  sales  will 
be  turned  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Maine  InSllllllfUll  'lui'~  the  Blind.  And 
if  his  health  permits  he  intends  to  make 
the  same  trip  and  for  the  same  cause  un- 
til 1928,  by  which  time  he  feels  that  he 
will  have  earned  the  right  to  take  life 
easier. 

Mr.  Ryan  started  selling  almanacs  in 
2  with  a  stock  of  200.  His"  highest 
figure  was  20,000  in  a  single  season.  He 
has  always  been  greatly  interested  in 
work  for  the  blind,  and  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  promoting  the  legislation 
which  resulted  in  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the   Blind.  "S^__ 


LEAVES  BEQUESTS  TO 
14  MAINE  INSTITUTIONS 


Westbrook,     Me..     Citizen     Includes' 

Hospitals,  Churches  and  Schools 

[Special  Dispatch  to  The  Herald] 

PORTLAND,  Nov.  i9— Fourteen  in- 
stitutions benefit  through  the  will  of 
ss  E.  Whidden  of  Westbrook.  who 
died  on  Oct.  23.  the  largest  bequest  be- 
ing one  of  $5000  to  the  Maine  Eye  and 
Ear  infirmary.  This  establishes-  a  fund 
he  maintenance  of  a  free  bed  to  be 
known  as  the  Charles  E.  Whidden  fund. 
Other  public  bequests  are  to  the  follow- 
ing-.   Town    of    Denmark,    Mount   Moriah 


Leader  of  Maine's^**^ 
Blind  Folks  Calls  $  " 
En  Route  to  Houlton 

William  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  "the 
lif-st.knnwn  .hiii^.  mfl"  in  Maine,"  was 
a  caller  In  Augusta  on  business  Tues- 
day. This  is  the  42d  year  that  Mr. 
Kyan  has  visited  this  city  preparatory 
to  starting  on  his  selling  route  as  agent 
for  the  Maine  Farmers'  Almanac,  pub- 
lished by  the  Nash  Printing  Co.  of 
Augusta. 

Mr.  Ryan  has  been  blind  since  he 
was  a  boy  of  eight  years,  and  has  had 
the  broadest  possible  experience  in 
selling  books  and  publications.  For  40 
years  he  sold  the  almanac  for  his  own 
profit,  during  which  time  he  worked 
unceasingly  for  the  betterment  of  the 
condition  of  Maine's  blind  folks.  For 
the  past  two  years  he  has  sold  the 
publication  for  the  benefit  of  the  Maine 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  located  at  Port- 
land, and  established  largely  through 
his  efforts. 

Mr.  Ryan  covers  a  large  part  of  the 
State.  He  will  go  from  here  to  Water- 
ville  and  then  work  upwards  to  Houl- 
ton, taking  in  all  the  larger  interme- 
diate towns  enroute.  Maine  people 
have  learned  to  look  for  Mr.  Ryan's 
appearance-about  this  time  every  year, 
and  all  plan  to  secure  their  almanac 
from  him.  He  does  not  canvass  Au- 
gusta as  it  is  thqj  home  of  the  publi- 
cation. Mr.  Ryan  was  Justly  indig- 
nant yesterday  over  the  tactics  of  an 
agent  who  he  said  had  been  selling 
the  almanac  in  Gardiner  and  who  had 
spread  the  word  through  that  city  that 
Mr.  Ryan  had  quit  the  agency  and 
would  no  longer  sell  in  Gardiner.  Mr. 
Ryan  is  making  an  intensive  drive  for 
funds  for  a  new  dormitory  for  the 
blind  in  Portland,  as  the  present  struc- 
ture is  overcrowded  and  has  outgrown 
its  purposes. 


1  ■' 


VILLIAM  J.  RYAN  HERE  ON 

HIS  41ST  ANNUAL  TRIP 


William  J.  Ryan  of  the  Maine  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind  at  Portland  is 
in  Bangor  on  his  41s?  "aftniial  trip  sell- 
ing- the  Maine  Farmers'  Almanac  for 
r.»L"2.  He  arived  Monday  and  will  re- 
main here  until  next  Monday  when  he 
will  go  to  Houlton  where  he  will  close 
his  annual  visit  to  the  principal  cit'es 
and  towns  of  the  state.  Mr.  Ryan  says 
he  Is, in  good  health  and  hopes  to 
able  to  make  at  least  four  more  annual 
trips,  rounding  out  a  full  45  years  in 
the  work.  The  demand  for  the  alma- 
nacs, he  says,  is  not  quite  up  to  normal 
this  year,  but  he  remarked  that  he  ex- 
pected to  dispose  of  at  least  8,000  be- 
fore concluding  his  tr'p  in  Aroostook 
county,  which  would  not  be  a  bad  sea- 
son's work  for  a  person  endowed  with 
sight. 

The  Maine  Institution  for  the  B'ind, 
of  which  Mr.  Ryan  is  fjeneral  agent, 
has  embarked  on  a  drive  to  raise 
$100,000  for  a  new  dormitory  in  Port- 
land and  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
almanacs  goes  into  this  fund.  After 
the  first  of  the  year,  deposit  boxes  will 
be  placed  in  the  banks  and  stores 
throughout  the  state  as  a  means  of 
helping  to   raise  the   z-equired   amount. 


William  J.  Ryan  will  be  here  for 
the  next  two  weeks  with  the  Maine 
Farmers'  Almanac.  The  proceeds 
will  be  devoted  to  the  Maine  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind. 


£>j//2G  wan  o/  /0 
/s  Learning  Trade 

.  Thai:  it  is  nrvfc-  to<jJ»*e  to  learn, 
even  under  hamulririjF  conditions,  is 
being  convincingly  demonstrated  in 
Portland  at  the  present  time  by  a 
man  70  years  old,  who  is  faking  up 
various  kinds  of  industrial  activity 
at  the  Jlaine  Institution  for  the 
Blind. 

The  man  In  question  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  senior  student 
at  the  institution,  has  been  edu- 
cating his  finger  tips  for  some  time, 
and  is  rapidly  becoming  an  expert 
in  the  process  of  chair-caning. 

Students  at  the  institution  at  the 
present  time  tiumber  32,  range  in 
age  from  18  to  70,  and  represent 
every  section  of  the  State,  coming 
from  as  widely  separated  points  as 
Caribou  and  Kittery. 


roHrtlcu-ycb,  )Wa.\.y\-c/ ,  TV-&^£>  -  H-e/if-aiiol/  * 
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WONDROUS  SKILL  SHOWN  BY  BLIND  WORKERS 
IN  EMPLOYMENT  AT  MAINE  STATE  INSTITUTl 


Inmates   of    Maine    Institution    for  Blind  are  shown  making  mattresses, 
in  the  upper  picture.     The  lower  shows  them  making  chair  seats. 


Mattress  Making,  Chair 
Seating,  Bug  Work,  Are 
Chief  Among  Tasks  Per- 
formed By  Sightless. 


With  a  record  for  earning  two- 
thirds  of  its  maintenance  at  the 
present  time,  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  at  199  Park  avenue,  has 
shown '  li'»w -a  school  can  grow  in 
about  ten  years. 

A  larger  appropriation  from  the 
State    than    it    now    receives,    would. 


however,  enable  the  school  to  in- 
crease its  plant  and  enlarge  its 
scope.  It  would  then,  say  those  by 
whom  it  is  conducted,  be  able  to  pro- 
vide elementary  education  for  the 
Maine  blind  at  home,  instead  of 
sending  them  to  Massachusetts  for 
that  part  of  their  training. 

There  are  22  men  and  10  women 
at  the  institution  and  ihey  are  en- 
gaged in  many  kinds  ot  profitable 
employment.  The  women  spend  most 
of  their  time  sewing,  caning  or  rug 
making,  busying  themselves  during 
their  spare  moments  knitting. 
Their  sewing  is  on  mattress  ticks 
and  they  make  them  from  many  dif- 
ferent materials. 


Every  Facility  Furnished. 
They  have  various  helps  in  cutting, 
for  instance,  every  foot  is  measured 
off  with  big  brass  tacks,  under  which 
.ne.s  telling  just  how 
many  Ceet  that  at  hand  is  from  the 
lii st.  With  the  exception  of  a  guide 
to  show  her  how  to  get  her  cloth 
straight  in  the  machine,  the  sewing 
machine  is  of  usual  type  with  motor 
attachment. 

More  women  are  engaged  In  chair 
caning  than  in  sewing.  The  aver- 
age week's  work  for  these  women  is 
three  chairs  but  there  are  two  women 
at  the  school  who  cane  eight  chairs 
per  week. 

The  rugs  are  -woven  and  they  are 
made  either  in  "hit  or  miss"  pattern, 
where  the  cloth  is  woven  just  as  it 
comes,  or  according  to  a  definite  pat- 
tern. In  the  latter  case,  directions  are 
given  in  Braille,  the  blind  system  of 
reading,  and  different  colors  are  plac- 
ed on  different  shuttles,  the  number 
of  notches  on  the  handle  showing  the 
operator  which  color  it  is. 

Instructors  Also  Sightless 
There    are    two    instructors    in    the 
women's    department    and    both    are 
blind,   in   fact,   all   of   the   instructors 
are  blind. 

The  men  are  engaged  in  several 
kinds  of  work.  Some  make  mat- 
tresses, stuffing  the  ticks,  sewing  and 
finishing  them.  This  work  is  divided 
into  two  classes,  new  and  that  of 
renovation. 

When  mattresses  are  brought  to 
the  school  to  be  renovated,  they  are 
weighed,  then  stripped  and  the  filling 
sent  to  the  basement,  where  it  is 
cleaned.  Then  it  is  returned  and 
weighed  and  enough  new  material 
added  to  give  proper  weight  for  the 
size  of  mattress  brought  in.  The 
cover  is  laundered  or  a  new  one  put 
on  and  the  mattress  is  sent  out  as 
good  as  new. 

All  types  of  new  mattresses  are 
made  from  the  raw  materials — the 
excelsior  mattress,  cotton,  wool,  and 
up  the  line  to  the  silk  floss  and  the 
best  hair  mattress.  In  addition,  the 
men  do  upholstery  work,  one  man 
who  Is  both  blind  and  deaf  doing  ex- 
cellent work  along  this  line. 

Old   Sailor  Canes  Chairs. 
The    men    also    do    chair    caning.  , 
Their  work  is  of  two  kinds,  ordinary  \ 
caning    and    rush    seating,    which    is 
more  difficult.    One  of  the  men  who  is  i 
doing  caning  is  more   than   70   years  , 
old.     He  followed  the   sea  for   years  ' 
then,  as  he  grew  older,  his  eyes  gave 
out  and  he  was  forced  to  give  up  his 
line   of   work.     He   entered    the   insti- 
tution and  now  is  doing  much  toward 
supporting  himself. 

com  making  is  also  work  the  men 
are  doing.  They  sort  corn  fibre  ac- 
cording  to  the  average  thickness  and 
length,  taking  out  the  curly  corn, 
which  is  used  as  filler  on  the  cheaper 
brooms.  For  the  better  brooms,  the 
corn  is  dyed  and  when  it  returns 
from  the  dye  bath,  the  men  put  it; 
on  handles  with  wire.  Then  it  is. 
i  four  stitchings,  a  needle  with 
the    eye    in     the    midde    being    used,  i 


For  thimbles,  the  men  use  a  steel 
plate  strapped  onto  tiie  palms  of 
their  hands,  pushing  the  big  needle 
through   with   these  as   they   work. 

After  sewing,  the  brooms  are 
trimmed  and  brushed,  to  take  out  all 
seeds  from  the  corn.  The  men  make 
from  three  to  five  dozen  brooms  a 
day  and  they  range  from  the  heavy 
stable  broom  to  the  best  house  varie- 
ty. Many  of  the  men  supplement  the 
money  they  earn  in  the  school  by  sell- 
ing these  brooms  about  the  city. 
Baskets  Sell  Well. 
Another  phase  of  the  work  is  mak- 
ing baskets.  The  specialty  is  a  win- 
dow basket  which  may  be  placed  on 
the  sill  or  with  legs  to  stand  inside 
the  "window.  These  baskets  are 
popular  with  the  institution's  cus- 
tomers and  many  are  sold. 

The  school  takes  furniture  repair- 
ing and  when  it  cannot  be  done  by 
the  blind  men,  it  is  done  by  twe 
janitors  hired  for  that  purpose. 

Few  of  the  people  at  the  blind 
school  were  born  sightless.  For  in- 
stance, there  is  a  man  there  who  lost 
his  sigh?  when  a  charge  of  dynamite 
failed  to  explode  and  when  he  went 
to  investigate  it  exploded,  destroying 
his  sight  Then  there  is  a  man  whose 
sight  became  impaired  from  fumes 
which  he  had  to  face  at  his  work. 
Others  lost  their  eyesight  by  disease 
or  accident. 

The  buildings  include  one  main 
school  building,  superintendent's 
house,  dormitory  for  women  and  a 
house  which  is  rented  for  use  of  the 
men.  The  land  on  which  this  house 
stands  is  owned  by  the  Institution 
and  it  is  planned  to  erect  a  man's 
dormitory  there  and  later  an  elemen- 
tary school. 

W.  K.  Travis  is  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  school  and  he  has  great 
hopes  for  its  future,  especially  when 
new  buildings   have  been  erected. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Brownson  is  the 
matron  of  the  women's  hall  and  has 
eigl  t  women  in  her  care,  all  of  whom 
hav,;  separate  rooms.  There  are 
batl.s  a  dining  room,  kitchen,  hospital 
room  and  large  porch  for  the  use  of 
the  women.  The  directors  meet  in 
this  house  as  it  is  used  as  an  ad- 
ministration building  as  well. 

Whole  State  Represented. 

The  people  at  the  school  came  from 
hemes  from  Berwick  to  Caribou  and 
represent  many  of  the  towns  between 
those    places. 

When  the  day's  work  is  done  these 
blind  people  do  not  spend  their  time 
in  idleness,  as  there  are  books  and 
magazines  which  they  may  read. 
They  are  not  printed  in  the  older 
fashioned  raised  type,  which  was  a 
little  larger  that  that  used  in  ordi- 
nary printing.  but  in  the  newer 
Braille  system,  which  employs  a 
group  of  six  dots  in  various  combi- 
notions  which  are  read  by  their  posi- 
tion. They  do  not  represent  single 
letters  and  thus  spell  out  each  wind 
in  detail  but.  they  form  sort  of  a 
shorthand  which  the  blind  learn 
easily  and  which  makes  reading 
much  simpler  than  the  older  method. 
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BLIND  GIVEN  OUTING 

Jewish  Women  Take  Them  To 
Old  Orchard 


wA-1/.g  ^stTa.,  Ma,vne<,  JovnyyysiU, 


The  fourteen  men  and  tight  wom- 
en at  the  Maine  Institution  of  the 
Blind  were  taken  for  an  outing,  last 
night,  by  members  of  the  Council  of 
Jewish  Women,  The  women  went 
to  the  home  at  five  o'clock  and  took 
them  to  (Jlil  Orchard,  where  they  had 
dinner  at  the  Lafayette  Hotel.  Then 
tl'.ry  went  to  the  pier. 

All  enjoyed  the  outing  much  and 
said  when  they  returned  at  10.30. 
that  it  was"  the  first  time  they  had 
been  taken  out  like  that  and  it  was  a 
real  treat.  The  committee  in  charge 
Qi  the  affair  wad  Mrs.  Elias  Caplan, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Press,  Mrs.  Mark 
I-evine  and  Mrs.  Siiniuei  J.  Sacknoff. 
The  following  save  the  use  of  their 
machines:  Mrs.  Mark  Levine,  Mrs. 
Samuel  J.  Sacknoff,  Mrs.  Morris 
Benjarhin,  Mrs.  L.  Helfont  and  Mrs. 
A.  Herman. 


rp-rf icivict,  Ma.tv\4>,  S-)6fcri/SS. 
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BLIND  WILL  HAVE 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

On  Wednesday,  June  14th,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Maine  Fraternal  Associa  - 
tion  for  the  Blind  will  hold  their  19th 
annual  convention.  The  sessions  will 
take  place  in  the  Preble  Chapel  ves- 
try and  the  principal  business  will  be 
the  election  of  officers,  appointment  of 
committees  and  such  other  business 
as  may  come  before  the  meetings.  Tne 
business  will  open  promptly  at  9.30.  In 
the  evening  ,  if  the  weather  is  good, 
the  delegates  will  be  treated  to  an  au- 
tomobile ride  with  machines  provided 
by  the  Portland  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce.    The  ride  will  start  at  7  o'clock. 

Members  of  the  Portland  Council  pf 
Jewish  Women  took  the  14  men  and 
eight  women  at  the  Maine  Institute  of 
*he  Blind  on  an  outing  at  Old  Orchard 
last  evening.  The  party  left  at  5  and 
upon  arriving  at  the  resort  enjoyed 
dinner  at  the  Lafayette  Hotel.  Later 
they  went  to  the  pier. 

Needless  to  say  the  guests  of  the 
Council  enjoyed  the  outing  to  the  ill 
most.  It  was  for  many  of  them  a  no 
experience  and  they  declared  it  a  real 
treat.  The  committee  in  charge  of  ar- 
rangements for  the  outing  was  made 
up  of  Mrs.  Elias  Caplan,  Mrs.  Benja- 
min Press,  Mrs.  Mark  Levine  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  J.  Sacknoff.  Five  women  vol- 
unteered the  use  of  their  machines  for 
the  trip. 


J  yt.Y\-e^     I  to  «    I  ^ 


BLIND  OF  MAINE 
HULir  CONVENTION 

Portland,  Mo.,  June  15. — William  D. 
Smith  of  Westbrook  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  Maine  Fraternal  Association 
for  the  Blind  at  the  19th  annual  meet- 
ing, hcjd  at  Preble  chapel  Wednesday. 
The  others  elected  were:  First  vice 
president, .  George  R.  Scates  of  South 
Acton;  st  cdnd  vice  president,  George 
F.  McGifcney  of  Portland;  secretary, 
Charles  E.  Bevick  of  West  Baldwin; 
treasurer,  Miss  Carrie  E.  Adams  of 
Portland;  sergeant-at-arms,  Frank  G. 
Baker  of  Gardiner;  executive  board, 
II.  B.  Hodsdon  of  Yarmouth,  Thomas 
McKeown,  George  McGibley  and  Wil- 
liam Lynch,  all  of  Portland. 

William  J.  Ryan  of  Port  land,  Wil- 
liam D.  Smith  of  Westbrook  and 
Frank  G.  Baker  of  Gardiner  were 
unanimously  reelected  as  the  member- 
ship  eommittea  In  acknowledgment  of 
ulflelMit  Mrvlc«s  durinu  th«  past  ytar. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  B,  Hodsdon  of  Yar- 
mouth, James  A.  Morane  of  Randolph, 
C.  L.  Cotton  of  Brownfleld  and  F.  G. 
Baker  of  Gardiner  were  chosen  as  the 
welfare  and  legislative  committee. 


J        ^^^r         }(0.  iq%7L. 


Ill 

HOLD  CONVENTION 

riHfam  D.  Smith  Of  Westbrook 
Is  Chosen  Association  Pres- 
ident For  A  Year 


'    Wm.   D.    Smith   of   Westbrook   was 
elected   president   of   Maine    Fraternal 
•Association   for     the     Blind,   at     the 
nineteenth    annual    meeting,    held     at 
"Preble   Chapel,   yesterday.       The   oth- 
ers  elected   were:        First   vice   presi- 
dent, George  R.  Scates  of  South   Ac- 
ton;   second  vice  president,  George  P. 
McGibney       of     Portland;      secretary, 
Charles  K.  Devick  of     West  Baldwin; 
treasurer,    Miss    Carrie   E.   Adams   of 
"Portland;        sergeant-at-arms,    Frank 
"il.     Laker     of     Gardiner;      executive 
board,    H.    B.    Hodsdon    of   Yarmouth, 
Thomas  McKeown,  George  McGibney 
and  William  Lvnch,  all  of  Portland. 
!"'   William   J.   Ryan   of  Portland,    Wil- 
liam  D.      Smith      of   Westbrook     and 
Frank  G.  Baker     of  Gardiner     were 
"unamiously    re-elected    as    the    mem- 
bership   committee,    in    acknowledge- 
ment  of  efficient   services   during   the 
.past  year. 


Mr.   and    Mra.     11.    B.   Hodsdon     of 
mouth,  James  A.  Morang  of  Ran- 
dolph, C.  L.  CoLton  of  Brown  licld,  anil 
F.  G.  linker  of  Gardiner,  were  chosen 
the    welfare   and    legislative   com- 
.Kaittoo. 

President  Absent. 
William  Lynch  presided  at  the 
meeting,  in  place  of  H.  B.  Hodsdon 
Of  Yarmouth,  who  was  unable  to  at- 
tend. Mr.  Hodsdon  retired  aftejc 
"tfwo  years  as  president. 

'  C.  L.  Cotton  retired  as  treasurer, 
{laving  held  the  office  six  years.  He 
was  given  a  vote  of  thanks  by  the 
convention.  Mrs.  H.  N.  Hodsdon 
of  Yarmouth  was  also  extended  a 
;vote  of  thanks  in  appreciation  of 
•services  as  secretary  of  the  welfare 
,committee,  for  the  last  year. 

Memorial  exercises  were  held  in 
■honor  of  members  who  died  since  the 
last  meeting.  They  were  U.  S.  Ly- 
•ojis  of  Houitom  an  instructor  at  the 
•Institute  for  the  Blind  for  several 
years.  John  Hason  of  this  city,  an  at- 
tendant at  the  institute  and  associate 
member,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Fultz  of 
Portland,  who  had  been  chaplain  of 
Tne  association  for  many  years. 
Fourteen  New  Members. 
•  Fourteen  applicants  were  elected 
f&  membership.  A  vote  of  thanks 
j\as  given  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
for  courtesies  extended  those  attend- 
ing the  meeting. 

ScThose  attending   the   meeting   were 
Archer  L.  Annis  of  Carmel,  Frank  G. 
Baker  of  Gardiner,  Charles  E.  Debeck 
of      Wesi    Baldwin,     Robert   B.    Fill- 
more   of    South    Cushing,    George    R. 
iscates   of     South  Acton,  Charles     H. 
JJ^underwood  of  Saco,  Ellen  Rainey  of 
Web3ter,  James  Haley     of  Lcwhston, 
Osario   Lemioux   of   Lisbon,   Irving   F. 
Cobb  of  Bridgton,  Leonard  I.   Shore;- 
of   Turner,      George   L.    P'nilbrook      of 
.Matinicus,    "William    E.    Simpson      of 
Bridgton,    Leroy   M.    Cash      of    South 
Cortland,    William      H.    Monahan      of 
V.'aterville,    Everett    Astle,    Carrie   E. 
Adams,    Josephine    Abbott,    Frank    E. 
Babino,    William     Bissett,     John     H. 
LVistto,   William  T.  Cleveland,  Agnes 
IV   Cormier,   John   C.   Harris,    William 
Lynch,       George       McGibney,       Ellen 
Mountfort,  Thomas  McKeown,     Wal- 
lace Percival,  William  J.  Ryan,  Olive 
Spencer,    Annie    E.     Spencer,    Gladys 
Ktevens,  Elizabeth  Gorham,  Gertrude 
-JS.  Messier,  George  W.  Dolly  and  Les- 
lie J.   McKay  all   of  Portland. 
"  The   Chamber     of  Commerce     was 
hot    to    the   delegates   and    pupils   of 
institution,   during   the  evening,   pro- 
vic line;    automobiles    for   a    three-hour 
trip    through  -  the    country      between 
ScarborO  and  Yarmouth.       The  party 
.of  more*    than   fifty     started  from  the 
institution    at    seven    o'clock,    return- 
rip;;  about  ten. 


Mrs.  Mary  Thompson-Green,  author 
aiVI  <4\mj^oser  of  the  State  Federa- 
suR.  has  converted  the  women 
thr  Blind  InsMtute  to  Business 
Professions!  Women's  Club  doc- 
A  few  nights  ago  she  visited 
the  institute  carrying  copies  of  the 
song,  sung  it  to  the  blind  inmates,  and 
found  that  they  were  most  enthusi- 
astic over  it.  In  fact  they  liked  it  so 
well  that  they  have  had  it  put  into 
braille,  and  are  themselves  learning 
to    sing    it.«ftaMmMdMMMMD«W'' 
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Entire  Proceeds  From  Almanac  Sales 
Will  Go  to  Maine  Institute  for  Blind 

William  J.   Ryan,   Portland's  Weil-Known   Blind  Man, 

Will  Soon  Start  Annual  Distribution  All 

Over  the  State 


WH/LIAM 

Sometime  in  early  November  "Wil- 
liam J.  Ryan,  Portland's  well  known 
blind  man  and  ardent  worker  in  the 
interests  of  the  blind,  will  start  on  his 
42nd  annual  trip  to  Central  and 
northern  Maine  selling-  the  old  Maine 
Farmers'    Almanac    for   1923. 

This  year  the  entire  proceeds  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  these  almanacs 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
This  institution  is  doing  wonderful 
work   for   the   blind    and    deserves   the 


J.  RYAN 

most  generous  support  from  Maine 
citizens. 

Mr.  Ryan's  itinerary  includes  such 
towns  and  cities  as  Houlton,  Old 
Town,  Bangor,  Lewiston,  Dover  Dex- 
ter, Pittsfield,  Belfast,  Waterville,  Au- 
gusta, Brunswick,  Bath,  Livermore 
Falls  and  Farming-ton.  He  earnestly 
requests  that  all  prospective  purchas- 
ers of  the  old  Maine  Farmers'  Alma- 
nac hold  their  orders  for  him. 

As  scon  as  the  books  are  received 
Mr.  Ryan  will  be^in  work  in  Port- 
land, covering  the  rest  of  the  State 
later. 


ToftLawcL,  Ma.ivit,.  TV^&s  -Me/t*a. uL- 


Ja.Ti-n.a.rij'    |5„    |^%3 


Proposed  Slash  Of  State 
Budget  Will  Be  Big 


MANY  DOCTORS 
EXPRESS  OPINIONS 


Institutions  In  Ail  Parts  of 

Slate  Will  Be  Forced  To 

Curtail  Charity  Work 


Charitable    institutions.   Stalc- 

ide  in  their  scope,  located  in 
•oil  land,  Bangor.  Biddeford. 
kewiston,  and  other  parts  of 
daine.  will  be  obliged  to  greatly 
curtail  their  work  or  close  en- 
irely,  if  the  recommendations  of 
the  Budget  Committee  are  adopt- 
ed by  the  Maine  Legislature. 

These  institutions  are  doing 
charitable  work  for  those  who 
come  from  a  wide  area  in  addi- 
tion to  aiding  the  unfortunate  of 
their  own  particular  locality. 

Institutions  located  in  Port- 
land, whieh  minister  to  the  poor, 
ill  and  unfortunate  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  will  be  par- 
ticnlarly  hard  hit  because  of  the 
large  scope  of  the  work  of  reliev- 
ing suffering  which  they  have 
undertaken. 

The  Children's  Hospital  of  this 
city,  whose  work  was  so  essen- 
tial that  when  its  appropriation 
was  reduced  by  a  former  Gov- 
ernor,  a  wave  of  protest  went  up 
from  all  over  the  Stale,   will   be 


obliged  to  close  its  doors  if  State 
aid  is  taken  from  it. 

The  Maine  Eye  and  Bar  In- 
lirmar.v,  ike  Maine  .  'Institution 
for  the  Blind  and  the  Temporary 
Home  for  Women  aurt  < 'hrWren, 
located  in  Portland,  but  which 
are  State-wide  institutions  in 
their  ministrations,  may  have  to 
go  out  of  existence  at  Ihe  same 
time. 

The  Webber  Hospital  and  the 
Trull  Hospital,  located  at  Bid- 
deford,  but  which  receive  pa- 
tients from  an  area  greatly  be- 
yond the  city  and  county  of  their 
location,  will  find  it  necessary  to 
eliminate  all  charitable  work,  if 
the  State  appropriations  are 
ithdrawn. 

The  Central  Maine  Hospital  at 
Lewiston,  which  serves  a  large 
number  of  poor  and  unfortunate 
in  several  counties  in  addition  to 
its  regular  work,  will  be  obliged 
to  discontinue  all  of  this  free 
t  reatment. 

The  Home  of  the  Good  Sa- 
maritan, located  at  Bangor  but 
caring  for  young  mothers  and 
their  little  ones  from  all  over 
Eastern  and  Northern  Maine 
will  have  to  close  its  doors  with- 
out State  aid. 

The  State-wide  work  of  the 
Maine  Anti-Tuberculosis  Associ- 
ation, another  institution  located 
at  Bangor,  will  have  to  be  dis- 
continued. The  Eastern  Maine  j 
General  Hospital,  serving  a  wide 
area,  will  be  obliged  to  refuse 
admittance  of  a  great  many  peo- 
ple to  its  free  wards. 
"It   certainly  will    close,"    said    Dr 

Phn!]le(?-  ^bbott  of  the  Portland 
Children's  Hospital,  "there  is  no 
doubt  about  it.  If  the  £tate  takes 
away  ,te  aid,  the  Children's  Hospital 
will  close  its  doore."    jT 

For  the  past  two  jj&rs  this  institu- 
tion has  been  getting  $45,000  annually 
roro  the  State.  This  year  it  asked 
tor  $42,500.  an  amount  said  to  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  keep  it  tunning. 
-An  official  of  the  hospital  said:  "If 
the  Board  of  Managers  has  to  go  out 
soliciting  that  amount  it  will  mean  a 
tremendous,  if  not  impossible,  task." 


Portland  Citizens 
Discuss  Effect 

William  E.  Travis,  Buperintedent'of 
I  lie  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
no:  "With  the  discontinuance  of 
Stule  Aid,  the  means  ot  financing  will 
have  to-iir  rlringfrti  n  mmm  wit  found 
If  we  are  to  keep  running. 

"Now   we     are     one-half     to     two- 
thirds  self-supporting.     The  rest   has 


to  come  from  the  State,  about  $11,000 

ft  lilllia-ttyi  j  i|iw     ii m   m 

"Under  the  present  system  the 
blind  receive  a  small  compensation, 
in  additon  to  board  and  room,  for 
their  work.  Without  State  Aid  this 
would  have  to  be  discontinued  and 
our  activities  cut  down — if  we  run  at 
all." 

Because  of  this  state  of  affairs,  the 
Special  Legislative  Committee  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind,  elected  Dec.  2.  1922,  met  for  the 
first  time  yesterday  afternoon  at  the 
Columbia  Hotel  and  voted  to  co- 
operate with  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  in  the  handling  of  this 
situation. 

F.  G.  Baker  of  Gardiner  and  Wil- 
liam J.  Ryan  of  Portland  were  ap- 
pointed to  give  the  question  of  legis- 
lation for  the  blind  particular  atten- 
tion. 

William  Lynch  of  this  city,  seere- 
retary  of  the  committee,  said:  "Such 
in  act  would  bring  about  untold 
hardships  to  the  blind,  many  of  whom 
ire  getting  their  livelihood  through 
the  institution.  State  Aid  is  neces- 
-ary. 

"It  looks  to  me  like  a  backward 
step  on  the  part  of  Maine  if  such  a. 
measure  were  passed,  when  all  the 
ithei  states  recognize  the  need  of  fus- 
ing such  worthy  organizations." 
Dr.  Holt  Sees  a  Problem 
The  .Maine  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
s  in  much  the  same  position.  If  left 
)ii  its  own  resources  it  is  a  question 
sirhat  will  happen  to  it.  Dr.  E.  E.  Holt, 
;.\ecutive  secretary,  said  of  the  situ- 
ation: "Without  the  appropriation 
from  the  State  Legislature.  I  do  not 
vnow  exactly  what  will  happen  to  the 
Infirmary.  There  is  one  thing  cer- 
ain — we  will  have  to  do  away  with 
ill  charitable  work.  And  even  then 
i  do  not  know  whether  or  not  we  can 
make  ends  meet. 

"This  year  we  asked  for  the  same 
amount  as  usual,  $6,000,  when  we 
-eally  need  more.  However,  I  thought 
;ve  could  get  along  with  that. 

"Personally,  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  State  will  take  its  aid  and  sup- 
port from  the  institutions  of  this  kind 
that  depend  on  it  so  much.  There  are 
many  that  will  go  to  the  wall  if  it 
conies  to  pass." 

Mrs.  Herbert  F.  Libby,  treasurer 
of  the  Temporary  Home  for  Women 
and  Children,  said:  "It  is  difficult  to 
tell  exactly  what  would  happen  to  us 
if  we  lost  the  aid  from  the  State. 
More  than  one-third  of  our  income  is 
from  that  source  and  has  been  for 
the  past  twenty-five  or  thirty  years. 

"And  we  have  just  been  able  to 
keep  going,  nothing  allowed  for  extra 
expenditures.  Of  course  we  have  a 
fund  that  pays  us  something  and  the 
inmates  pay  a  little,  but  the  class  of 
people  that  we  get  are  not  able  to 
pay  much. 

"Last  year  we  received  $3,000  for  an 
appropriation  and  if  that  is  taken 
away  this  year,  what  we  can  do  to 
raise  the  money  and  keep  going  is  a 
question." 


Maine  General  Affected 
Both  the  Maine  General  Hospital 
and  the  Children's  Heart  Work  So- 
ciety will  be  affected,  and  their  ac- 
tivities lessened,  if  the  Legislature 
sees  lit  to  withdraw  the  support  of 
the  State,  but  there  seems  to  be  little 
chance  of  their  having  to  close  their 
doors. 

In  regard  to  the  former,  Thomas  L. 
Talbot,  a  director,  said:  "The  Maine 
General  will  go  on  just  the  same — 
with  or  without  State  Aid.  However, 
without  it  there  will  be  a  considerable 
ili crease  in  the  amount  of  charitable 
work  the  institution  can  do." 

Laura  A.  Slayton,  president  of  the 
Children's  Heart  Work  Society,  ex- 
plained that  loss  of  State  Aid  would 
"deprive  the  society  of  caring  for  as 
many  children  as  it  now  has  in  its 
charge." 

To  Report  This  Week 
The  report  of  the  budget  commit- 
tee, as  prepared  for  submission  to  the 
Legislature  this  week,  ignores  the 
above-named  institutions  and  more 
than  twenty  others  in  other  parts  of 
the  State,  so  far  as  financial  aid  from 
the  State  is  concerned. 

The  budget  committee  consists  of. 
Governor  Percival  P.  Baxter,  State 
Auditor  Elbert  D.  Hayford,  State 
Treasurer  William  L.  Bonney.  Sena- 
tor Uelrnont  Emerson  of  Island  Falls, 
and  Representative  Frank  H.  Holley 
of  North  Anson. 

Plan  Would  Affect 
Lewiston  Hospitals 

Birpoml   l)<<K|iut<|i  to  The  PRESS  HERALD 

Lewirton.  Jan.  14. — If  the  Maine 
Legislature  acts  in  accordance  with 
the  apparent  wishes  of  Governor 
Busier,  and  Hie  report  of  the  Budget 
Committee,  and  refuses  financial  aid 
Cron i  the  State  treasury  to  the  vari- 
ous hospitals  and  other  charitable 
Institutions  of  the  State,  it  will  hit 
some  of  the  Lewiston  institutions 
severely,  although  it  is  confidently 
loped  none  will  be  closed  At  the 
•resent  time  the  State  is  contribu- 
ting to  the  support  of  the  Central 
Maine  and  St.  Mary's  General  Hos- 
pitals, the  Girls'  Orphanage  connect- 
sd  with  the  latter,  and  the  Hcale? 
Orphan  Asylum. 

Formerly  (he  Lewiston  Young  Wo- 
nert's  Home  and  the  Lewiston  and 
\uburn  Children's  Home  received 
State  aid  to  a  small  amount,  but  this 
vas  discontinued  four  years  ago. 

President  Amos  G.  Fitz  of  the  Gen- 
ial .Maine  General  Hospital  Corpor- 
uion,  when  asked  this  afternoon 
vh.it  the  hospital  would  do  if  the 
3''=>te   aid    was   withdrawn,    replied: 

"f  do  not  know  yet.  I  intend  to 
all  the  directors  together  tomorrow 
md  see  what  action  it  will  be  best  to 
ake.  I  have  known  for  some  time 
hat  there  was  likely  to  be  such  a 
novo  made.  I  suppose  that  the  calls 
or  aid  have  become  so  numerous 
nd  pressing  that  the  Governor  felt 
e  must  do  something  about  it.  so  he 
as  advised  against  these  appropria- 
te^ anl  punt  it  up  to  the  Legislature 
->  determine  what  is  to  be  done. 

I'r-ns    Leca    Charitable    Work. 

,l  '  •  ;   io  me,  however, 

nat  Lie  people  ot   Maine  are  going  lo 


e  willing  to  have  the  State  discon- 
tinue it:  aid  Lo  institutions  III-1'  ""' 
Central  Alain.'  Hospital.  Not  only  thin 
one,  but  all  Hie  general  hospitals 
throughout  the  State  Hi  Bangor, 
Portland,     Lewiston    and    eliewhere, 

are     not     mere     local     charities. 

"Only   60    per   cen(    of  the   patienti 
al    our    hospital    are    local,    the   o 
40   percent   coming  from  all  over  the 

Slate    of    .Maine,    ami    from    outside    the 

state,    and    undoubtedly     the     same 
conditions  prevail  in  other  hospitals. 

"If  the  Legislature  accepts  Iho 
recommendation  of  the  Budget  Com- 
mittee and  cuts  us  off,  it.  will  sim- 
ply mean  that  we  shall  have  to 
largely  cut  off  our  charitable  work, 
and  get  along  with  less  money,  and 
as  the  inevitable  result,  do  much  less 
good.  I  do  not  think,  however,,  that 
we  should  have  to  (dose  up  the  hos- 
pital, but  simply  close  its  doors  to 
a  large  number  of  the  poor  ami  need; 
who  are  now  treated  without  charge, 
because  of  the  assistance  received 
from  the  State." 

Affects   Girls'  Orphanage. 

The  Sister  Superior  in  Charge  of 
St.  .Mary's  General  Hospital  and 
Girls'  Orphange,  made  practically 
the  same  statement  in  regard  to 
those  institutions,  and  the  same  ap- 
plies   to    the    Healey    asylum. 

She  said  that  if  the  State  aid  is 
cut  oft*  it  will  simply  mean  that  they 
will  have  to  discontinue  their  chari- 
table work  entirely,  unless  the  city, 
or  the  different  towns  from  which 
patients  unable  to  pay  their  expenses 
may  come,  shall  become  responsible 
for  the  cost  of  treating  the  patients 
or   bringing   up    the   orphans. 

She  said:  "J  know  about  Hie  prop- 
osition to  stop  our  State  aid  only  as 
1  read  it  in  the  paper  yesterday,  but 
if  it  is  stopped  I  shall  tell  the  Mayor 
that  we  can  no  longer  continue  to 
receive  poor  people,  or  to  take  or- 
phans or  fatherless  children  who  have 
no  one  to  pay  for  them,  unless  the 
city  or  some  one  alse  guarantees  the 
expense. 

"Our  work  is  not  limited  to  this 
locality  alone,  but  we  have  patients 
in  the  hospital  from  all  over  Maine, 
and  it  does  not  seem  that  we  should 
be  called  a  private  charity,  Of  course 
if  we  do  not  get  the  money  from  thr 
States  we  shall  not  shut  up.  but  we 
shall  have  to  cut  down  the  free  worl. 
that  we   now  do  very  much." 


Senator  Allen  of  JTork,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  said  the  bill  as  pre- 
sented had  been  drawn  in  a  "slipshod 
manner." 

"Who  drew  this  bill?"  he  asked  of 
Representative  Hayes  of  Chelsea,  the 
sponsor  of  the  act. 

"It  wras  drawn  in  the  attorney-gen- 
eral's office,"  replied  Representative 
is. 
"Well,  It  is  a  bad  job,"  said  Senator 
Allen,  "and  it's  not  the  first  badly 
drawn  bill  that  has  come  here  from 
that  office;  just  tell  him  1  said  so." 

Representative  Hayes  said  that  In 
many  cases  members  of  local  boards 
wero  afraid  through  political  Influ- 
ence to  make  exemption  on  such 
property  when  other  boards  had 
taxed  it. 

He  thought  the, matter  would  work- 
out better  if  such  exemption  wan 
made  obligatory  and  he  was  sorry  he 
had  not  made  the  amount  $5,000  in- 
stead of  $2,000,  as  he  said  that  a  num- 
ber of  blind  persons  who  needed  the 
aid  would  lose  it. 

Chairman  Allen  explained  that  the 
$2,000    would    be    exempted    from    any 
estate   of   a   blind    person    no    mi 
what  the  assessed  value  of  the  pi 
erty  was,  under  the  provisions  "t  the 
bill. 
Frank  O.  Raker  of  Gardiner,  a  b'.nd 
'   that  only  two-fifths  of  the 
il.OOO   blind   people   of  the   State   own 

<  rty   of  any    kind.      These    pi 
are  widely  scattered,  there  being  very 
few  in  any  one  community. 

Maine  is  doing  less  than  any  Stats 
of  its  size  in  the  Union  for  tl 

James  A.   Morang  of  Raudoiph. 
Massachusetts.      subsidies      are 
te<3   and   in   many   inhtm 
ployment  is  provided.     -'The  blind  do 
not   want    charity,   only   an    opportun* 
self-supporting. "   said   lie. 
Air.    Morang   was     unable     to     tell 
Chairman   Allen  the  amount  of  prop* 
1  ixable  purposes  if  (his 
act    was   passed.     The  chairman 
when    the    exemption    laws 
soldiers   and   sailors    was    passed    thfl 
committee    was     told     that     jr.nO.oOO 
would    be    lost    for    taxable    purpo 
and  the  amount  proved  to  be  $3,600,- 
000. 

William   J.   Ryan   of   Portland,   and 
Roland    Beck  with    of     Randolph    also 
in  favor  of  the  exemption.   No 
remonstrant  appeared. 


WOULD  EXEMPT 
LAND  OF  BLIND 


Special  Despatch  to  The  1'IIESS  IIKKAI.I) 
Augusta.  Jan.  31. — Exemption  from 
taxation  of  the  real  and  personal  es- 
tate of  the  blind,  up  to  $2,000,  made 
obligatory  instead  of  discussiona',  up- 
on the  part  of  the  local  assessors, 
was  the  i  alter  of  a  bill  b 

this    afternoon    before   the     Taxation 
Committee  of  the  Legislature. 


"FaY'fleX.wct/,  M-aivi-e^,  "Pr-e>si> 
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BETTER  SERVICE 
FOR  BLIND  URGED 

Two  Bills  Introduced  In  Legis- 
lature To  Broaden  Work 
In   Maine 


SpeclM  Deximlcll  to  The  TRESS  HTIRAM 

Augusta,  Feb.  13.— Two  measures 
relating  to  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind  were  heard  before  the  Le- 
gal Affairs  Committee.  These  were 
presented  by  W.  J.  Ryan  of  Portland 


and  J".  E.  Baker  of  Gardiner.  The 
first  provides  that  six  of  the  eleven 
directors  of  the  institution  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  that 
one  of  these  six  shall  pe  the  State  Su- 
perintendent  of   Schools. 

Mr.  Baker  said  that  the  bill  would 
place  the  institution  under  the  State 
Department  of  Education  rather  than 
under  the  State  Board  of  Charities 
and  Correction. 

"This  institution  Is  conducted  along 
1 1  and  vocational  lines,  and 
r  work  can  be  done  under  the 
educational  department,"  said  Mr. 
Baker,  ."it  was  not  intended  that 
this  institution  should  be  conducted 
along  the  lines  of  charity." 
*  The  other  bill  broadened  the  work 
of  the  institution  and  in  speoking  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  Mr  Baker  said  that 
i  states  are  far  ahead  of  Maine 
in  their  work  for  the  education  of  the 
blind. 

The  hearing  or.  the  bill  to  regulate 
bakeries  and  bakery  products,  intro- 
duced by  Representative  Rounds  of 
Portland,  was  continued  until  next 
Tuesday.  ^ 


jA^v^h.   3,1.  H^3. 


^  School  for  Blind 
tor  Brewrter  of  Cumberland 
appeared  in  favor  of  the  bill  to  es- 
tablish the  Maine  School  for  .the 
Blind.  He  explained  that  the  act 
would  make  this  school,  a  State  in- 
stitution, and  he  felt  that  the  insti- 
tution should  be  entirely  under 
State  control.  Senator  Speirs  of 
Cumberland  said  that  he  introduced 
the  bill  at  the  request  of  Gov.  Bax- 
ter. 

Willis  B.  Hall,  of  Portland,  briefly 
opposed  the  act,  saying  that  the  di- 
rectors did  not  favor  such  a  proposi- 
tion at  the  present  time  at  least.  He 
did  not  believe  that  it  would  be  good 
business  for  the  State  to  take  over 
the  school. 

J.  Putriam  Stevens  of  Portland  al- 
so spoke  In  opposition  to  the  meas- 
ure. 


"L^^c-^ITo  v\  ,  Ma.cn €,>  Jo  u>rna,i/-  Hot Z^a,y\cL  >  Ma.iv\e/, TVe-taS  - 
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FOR  THE  BLIND 


keb  Offerer!  in  Senate— P or t- 

land  Its  Locaiton — Other 

New  Bills 

AUGUSTA,  Mar.  2  <  Special).— 
These  acts  v,  re  off'  red  in  the  Sen- 
xte,  Friday: 

Speirs  of  Cumberland— Ac;  estab- 
lishing the  .Maine  School  for  the 
Blind   at   Portland.  ] 

The  Governor  arid  Council  are1 
authorized  on  behalf  of  the  State  to 
accept  a  coneyancc  from  the  Maine 
■nstitution  lot  the  blind  of  the 
school  lot,  building  and  fixtures 
now  used  as  a  school  for  the  blind. 
With  the  consent  of  its  parent  or 
guardian  the  trustees  may  admit  to 
the  school  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
12  years  any  blind  child  residing  in 
this  State  and  not  less  than  five 
years  of  age. 


AUGUSTA.  March  21.  (Special)  — 
Senator  Ralph  O.  Brewster  appeared 
before  the  committee  on  judiciary  yes- 
terday in  favor  of  the  bill  to  establish 
the  Miinr  rrbpal,  iHnr  thn  Blind  ex- 
plaining that"' the  act  would  mahe  the 
present  school  a  state  institution.  Sen- 
ator Alexander  Speirs  of  Westbrook 
said  that  he  introduced  the  bill  at  the 
request  of  Governor  Baxter. 

The  act  was  opposed  bv  Willis  B. 
Hall  of  Portland  and  J.  Putnam  Stev- 
ens of  that  City.  Mr.  Hall  said  he  did 
not  think  it  would  be  good  b'J*iness 
for  the  State  to  take  over  the  institu- 
tion at  present. 


ttfSTITUTION   FOR  THEBUMD^ 

In  reporting  against  the  "bill  to  make 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  a 
State  institution,  the  Legislative  com- 
mittee on  legal  affairs  showed  a  cor- 
rect understanding  and  appreciation 
of  the  aims  and  scope  of  this  institu-  i 
tion.  The  school  is  not  a  State 
charity  and  its  pupils  are  not  wards 
cf  the  State.  It  is  a  State-aided  insti- 
tution, just  as  are  certain  schools  and 
academies  and  should  be  treated  as 
such.  It  was  designed  to  afford  blind 
people  the  opportunity  of  being  taught 
to  perform  work  which  they  can  do, 
and  pupils  attending  the  institution 
expec|  to  contribute  in  part  to  its  sup- 
port, by  the  labor  which  they  do  while 
there. 

Some  of  the  pupils  attending  the 
school  are  well  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves  and  they  would  rightfully 
resent  being  classed  as  charity  stu- 
dents or  "inmates."  They  are  not 
"committed;"  they  go  to  the  school 
voluntarily  and  many  of*  them  would 
not  attend  if  they  were  to  be  regarded 
as  State  wards  or  treated  as  such. 

The  idea  of  the  blind  people  who 
started  the  school  was  that  it  should 
be  an  institution  where  they  could 
earn  their  way  and  this  conception  of 
it  has  been  carried  out.~In  1907  the 
State  appropriated  $20,000  for  the 
work-shop  and  a  like  sum  for  its 
equipment  and  maintenance,  the  year 
following.  Inside  of  ten  years  the 
blind  pupils  were  earning  half  the  cost 
of  running  the  school  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  they  are  contributing  from  60 
to  75  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  opera- 
tion, the  State  donating  the  remainder. 

How  nearly  the  school  has  become 
self-supporting  may  be  shown  by 
taking  the  figures  for  the  month  of 
October  for  the  past  three  years.     The 


division    as   as    follows: 

1920— Total  income,  $3,542:  Income 
from  the  State,  $863:  net  Income  from 
the  institution,  $2,679. 

1921 — Total  income,  $2,179;  Income 
from  State.  $S72;  net  Income  from  in- 
stitution,   $1,307. 

1922 — Total  income,  $2,588;  income 
from  State,  $977;  net  Income  from  In- 
stitution, $1,611. 

Surely  there  could  be  no  reason  for 
pauperizing;  an  institution  that  te  so 
nenrly  self  .supporting  aa  this  Bchool 
is  .ohow'fr'-tp  be. 

'The  institution  now  has  5.75  acres 
of  land  facing  on  Park  and  Deering 
avenues,  across  the  street  from  the 
Oaks.  There  are  three  brick  and  two 
frame  buildings.  Towards  this  real 
estate  the  State  has  contributed 
$57,500  against  a  present  total  valua- 
tion of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars.  This  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  blind,  with  the  help  of  their 
friends. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  one  of  the  blind 
men  in  the  school  made  five  dozen  and 
two  brooms  in  a  single  day,  and  earn- 
ed on  his  piece  work  that  week  $16 
over  his  board.  To  change  the  insti- 
tution into  a  place  like  the  school  for 
feeble  minded  would  remove  this  in- 
centive to  work  and  destroy  in  large 
measure  the  school's  usefulness^——- 


"P. 


rorT^a  ^.l,  )A^-va^,  b.>(3T-y6j 
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BLINB-FOLK  ARE 
ENTERTAINED  BY 
PORTLAND  LIONS 


Radio  Outfit  Is  Given  Maine 
Institute 

Through  the  kindness  and  thought- 
fulness  of  the  Portland  Lion's  Club  a 
number  of  inmates  of  the  Maine  In- 
stitute for  the  Blind  were  last  eve- 
ning treated  to  a  wonderful  concert 
program  by  means  of  radio.  The  out- 
fit is  considered  the  last  word  in  radio 
perfection  and  to  the  joy  of  the  blind 
people  it  was  presented  to  them  as  a 
permanent  means  of  enjoyment. 

Despite  the  inclement  weather  a 
good  representation  of  Lions  with  their 
ladies  gathered  at  tlie  Institute  and 
after  the  presentation  of  the  gift  had 
been  made,  were  themselves  enter- 
tained by  the  radio  and  by  the  deep 
pleasure  manifested  by  the  unfortun- 
ate  Inmates. 

One  of  the  male  inmates  who  has 
experimented  with  radio  on  a  small 
scale  was  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
of  the  larger  outfit  and  the  remark- 
able  quickness  displayed  by  him  In 
mastering  the  machine  was  amazing  to 
the  visitors.  As  lie  quickly  tuned  in 
several  distant  stations,  one  after  an- 
'„,],,  ated    himself    with    the    au- 


dience hut  the  slightest  change  in  the 
clarity  of  sound  caused  him  to  spring 
from  his  chair  and  perfect  the  tone  al- 
most before  the  visitors  became  aware 
of  the  change. 

Distant  broadcasting  stations  were 
tuned  in  without  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty and  a  most  entertaining  program 
was  enjoyed.  In  the  course  of  the  eve- 
ning one  of  the  female  inmates  dis- 
played her  adeptness  at  reading  by 
means  of  raised  letters.  One  of  George 
Eliot's  works  was  read  to  the  visitors 
and  greatly  appreciated.  At  the  close 
of  a  most  enjoyable  evening  for  both 
visitors  and  inmates,  a  member  of  the 
Lion's  Club  won  the  hearts  of  the  blind 
people  by    providing  refreshments. 


1  p-rtlaw.i3U,  JAa.>.^g»  -Of  ft^bS  . 
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JEWISH  WOMEN 
GIVE  BLIND  FOLKS 

?         EVENING  OF  FUN 

Inmates  of  the  Maine  Institute  for 
the  Blind  vicariously  enjoyed  the  scen- 
ery along  the  road  to  Old  Orchard  last 
evening  when  they  were  taken  for  an 
outing  by  the  Portland  Council  of 
Jewish  Women.  Members  of  the  coun- 
cil vividly  described  the  views  along 
the  route,  to  the  preat  enjoymt  at  of 
the  guests.  Automobiles  called  for  the 
inmates  at  the-  institute,  and  took  them 
to  the  Lafayette  Motel  at  Old  Orchard. 
After  dinner  amusements  of  many 
kinds  were  offered  to  them.  Candy  from 
the  Portland  Candy  Co  and  Cigars 
from  Pine  Bros,  enlivened  the   trip; 

Machines  were  furnisher]  ly  Mrs. 
Samuel  J.  Sacknoff,  Mrs.  Morris  Sack- 
noff,  Mrs.  Morton  Kaslin,  Mrs.  Benja- 
min Press,  Mrs.  Lewis  Helfont,  Mrs. 
J.  L.  Davis  and  Mrs".  Ralph  Diamon. 


JviW  VT...    I^%3. 

ADDED  EQUIPMENT 
NEEDED  AT  BUND- 
INSTITUTE  HERE 

Men's   Dormitory,    Educational 
Building    For   Children  And  Central 

Heating  Plant  Essential  Say 
Reports  Made  at  Annual  Meeting 

A  men's  dormitory,  a  building  for 
the  education  "  Vhni  children  and  a 
central  heating  plant  are  essential  if 
the  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  ia 
to  keep  abreast  of  other  similar  in- 
stitutions throughout  the  Country,  it 
Was  stated  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  eorporation  which  was  held  yes- 
terday. The  record  of  the  school  is 
one  of  great  achievement,  according  to 
the  reports  submitted,  but  there  is  a 
wider  field  of  endeavor  that  will  he 
reached  by  the  local  institution  if  ade- 
quate   equipment    is    provided. 

The  land  for  these  needed  enlarge- 
ments Is  now  available  and  private 
funds  are  needed  if  the  program  of 
expansion  is  to  be  carried  out.  Ac- 
cording to  the  annual  reports  the  in- 
stitution has  made  a  fine  showing 
during  the  year  just  ended,  showing 
a  continually  increasing  efficiency  and 
scope  of  work.  Financially  the  insti- 
tution is  in  excellent  condition  and  it 
is  probably  nearer  self  supporting 
than  any  similar  school  in  the  entire 
Country. 

The    institution    now    has    26    blind 
men  and   JO  blind  women  at  work  and 
that  they  work  to  advantage  is  shown 
by   the    fact   that    this    institution    has 
the  reputation  of  putting  out   the  best 
broom   made   in   all   New   England.      It 
is  further  shown  by  the  report  of  thej 
superintendent  that  the   total  business 
of    the    institution    for    the    month    of  i 
June   in    1921    was   $1,470.04,  for  June, 
lr/22,    $1,859.83    and    for   June    1923    it 
was    $2,37.r>.3S.       Most    conclusively    is 
it  shown  by  the  figures  of  total  income  j 
which    for    the    month    of    June,    1921, 
was  $3,584.08  of  which  sum  the  State 
furnished    only    $917    and    the    Institu- 
tion    provided     $2,667.08,    or    74.4    per 
cent.       This     proportion     holds     prac- 
ticallv  the   same   for  the  same   month 
in    1922    and    1923. 

Harriet  Robie  Barker  was  elected 
to  succeed  herself  on  the  board  of  di- 
rectors for  a  term  of  five  years  and 
Willis  B.  Hall  was  re-elected  clerk 
of  the  corporation. 

The  meeting  of  directors  immedi- 
ately followed  and  the  following  of- 
ficers were  elected,  being  the  same 
as  the   past  year: 

Charles  H.  Randall.  president; 
Sewell  C.  Ripley,  first  vice  president; 
J.  Putnam  Stevens,  second  vice  pres- 
ident; Sewell  C.  Ripley,  treasurer: 
Willis  B,  Hall,  secretary,  and  William, 
H.   Travis,   superintendent. 


To-i-tla.vv.dU,  M».nn.,  S^r-ess. 
Ootobe-r   g',    IT2.3. 


ASSOCIATION  FOR 
BLIND  TO  STAGE 
CONCERT,  OCT.  17 

The    Maine      Fraternal      Association 
for    ill.      Blind    will    give    another    of 
their   excellent   concerts   at    Frye   Hall 
on     the    evening    of     Wednesday,    Oct.1 
17th. 

They  have  engaged  for  Ibis  occ 
the  Apollo  Male  Quartette  of  Boston 
wlio  will  furnish  the  greater  part  "of 
the  program.  There  will,  however. 
be  specialists,  both  vocal  and  instru- 
mental, as  well  as  good  readings,  all 
of  which  will  round  tout  a  splendid 
program. 

As  the  proceeds  derived  from  the 
sale  of  tickets  to  Ibis  entertainment 
■  to  swell  the  amount  used  for  re- 
lief privileges  among  the  blind,  it  will 
be  a  splendid  opportunity  for  all 
friends  of  tins  association  to  buy  lib- 
erally of  the  tickets  and  make  it  the 
success   it  should   be. 


Sr^ws^/ucK.  Me->T^&corct, 
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Ofipelftunity  to  Help 

Blind  of  Maine 


William  J.  Ryan  Starts  on  His  42nd 
Annual  Trip  to  Central  and  North- 
ern Maine  Selling  the  Old' Maine 
Farmers'  Almanac  for  1923 


Sometime  in  early  November  Wm. 
J.  Ryan,  Portland's  well  known  blind 
man  and  ardent  worker  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  blind,  will  start  on  his 
42nd  annual  trip  to  central  and  north- 
ern Maine  selling  the  old  Maine  Far- 
mers' Almanac  for  1923.  This  year 
the  entire  proceeds  derived  from  the 
sale  of  these  almanacs  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Maine 
Institution  of  the  Blind.  This  institu- 
tion is  doing  wonderful  work  for  the 
blind  and  deserves  the  most  generous 
support  from  Maine  citizens.  Mr. 
Ryan's  itinerary  includes  such  towns 
and  cities  as  Houlton,  Oldtown,  Ban- 
gor, Lewiston,  Dover,  Dexter,  Pitts- 
field,  Belfast,  Waterville,  Augusta, 
Brunswick,  Bath,  Livermore  Falls, 
and  Farmington.  He  earnestly  re- 
quests that  all  prospective  purchasers 
of  the  old  Maine  Farmers'  Almanac 
hold  their  ofders  for  him. 


October    15  -    \q%b. 


PORTLAND'S  FAMILIAR  BLIND 

ALMANAC  SALESMAN  SOON  TO 
START  43RD  TOUR  OF  MAINE 


William  J.   Ryan,  well  known    Portland    blind    man,   will  soon   begin   his  43rd 

annual  tour  of  .Maine 
Within  a  short  time  the  familiar  fifj-     serves    the    most    scnerous    support    of 
ure  of  William  .1.  Ryan,  Portland's  well  !  :,n   cltlzei 


er  Mr.  Ryan  has  mao>  distribu- 
tion of  the  Almanac  for  P124  in  and 
i  Portland  his  itinerary  about  the 
State  will'  Include  such  'towns  and 
cities  as  Old  Town,  Bangor,  Lewiston, 
pover-Foxcroft.  Dexter,  Pittsfleld,  Bel- 
East,      Wateryille,     Augusta!        Bruns- 


known  blind  man.  will  be  seen,  about 
his  annual  distribution  of  the  Maine 
Farmer's  Almanac.  Mr.  Ryan  starting 
his  work  in  this  City  is  soon  as  the 
books  are  received  and  later  covering 
ihe  rest  of  the   State. 

Mr.  Ryan  has  been  a  most  ardent 
worker  In  the  Interests  of  the  blind 
and  proceeds  of  this  corning  trip,  his 
43rd  annual,  will  be  turned  ovei  to 
the  treasurer  oi  the  Maine  Institution  era  supen^ntendeni  of  the  Maim-  Insti- 
for  the  Blind,  which  is  doing  such  a  tution  for  the  Blind,  201  Park  avenue, 
wonderful    work    tor   the   blind   and    d< 


v.  i<  ,;.  Bath.  Llvermore  Palls  and  Farm- 
in"ton.* 

Mr.    Ryan   requests    that   secretaries 

d  their  or- 

•ither  to  him  or   to  W.    El  Trav- 


lue. 


ToTtta.vuL.M^^vie^,  <6-fr|3^gss.  PoYtL^.Y\dL  .Msitn^,  6y/{jyg,c,5. 
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ANNUAL  CONCERT 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

uf   I  he 

program  of  the  20th  annual  concerl  of 
the  .Maine  Fraternal  Association  rut- 
tho  I  :iiini,  tvhii  nts  both  oul  of 
town  and  local  artists,  and  is  to  take 
place  tomon  ow  evening  a1  h  rj  e  Hall 
tigs  and  vocal  and  Instrumental 
selections  will  be  given  and  numbers 
of  variety  and  real  merit  have  been 
n  Appearing  on  the  program 
are  t  he1  Apollo  Qoartet,  Gertrudi 
Dreeve  (Thompson,  Boprano;  Doris 
Got  ds  ider;  Stella  Mereh  Cush- 
Ing,  violinist;  Yvonne  Montpelier,  ac- 
companist. 

The  selections   follow: 
Quartet — "Comrades   in    Arms".. Adam 
Violin   solos — 

(a)  Cossack    Revels Tschkoff 

(b)  <  irientale    Cui 

(c)  Fairy   Tales Komvark 

Reading — "The   American    Idea" 

Carthew 

Sopiano     solo— "The     Winds     in     the 

So, ilh"     Scott 

Quartet— "Uncle  Moon"    Scotl 

Reading- — A     cutting-     from      "East     is 

West" 

Violin  solos — 

(a)  Meditation     From     Thais 

Massenet 

(b)  Humming  Bird  Dadla 

Soprano  solos 

(a)  The    Star    Rogers 

(b)  Rain    Curran 

(c)  The    Little    Damozel Novello 

Quartet — "The  Magnolia  of  Tennessee" 

Bray 

Reading — Selected 
Quartet     Sti  eet   Song 
Sopi  mo,   Violin — From  "Naughty  Mari- 
etta'        Victor    Herbert 


TWtLa.^ct ,  Meune^  TV^ss. 
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HOLD  CONCERT  FOR 
BLIgtlUSSOCIATION 

Good-Sized  Audience  Hears 
Frye  Hall  Program 

Tli»  annual  concert  under  the  aus- 
pices f.f  the  Malno  Fraternal  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind  at  Frye  Hall  last 
evening  proved  an  interesting  and  de- 
lightful affair,  and  attracted  "a  good- 
si  zed  audience.  The  program  was  pre- 
sented by  a  number,  of  Boston  artists 
assisted  bv  Miss  Yvonna  Montpelier, 
local   accompanist. 

The  participants  were  Miss  Doris 
Goodspeed,  reader,  the  Apollo  quar- 
tet, Miss  Gertrude  Brese  Thompson, 
violinist,  and  Miss  Stella  Merek  Cush- 
ing,   violinist. 

Miss  Goodspeed's  readings  -were  var- 
ied in  character,  including  The  Amer- 
ican Idea  Nora  and  the  Twins,  a 
cutting  from  Fast  is  West,  in  which 
she  betrayed  considerable  ability,  and 
Betty  it  the  Baseball  Game.  This 
last-named  selection  found  -high  favor 
with  baseball  fans,  of  whom  there 
were  many   in   the   audience. 

The  Apollo  quartet  with  its  admir- 
ably blended  voices  pleaded  in  several 
numbers  among  which  Carolina  Mam- 
my, a  Negro  spiritual,  was  one  of  the 
most    pleasing. 

M'pq  Gertrude  Bres«  Thompson,  so- 
prano vocalist,  was  heard  in  song 
groups,  and  among  her  best-liked 
numbers  were  The  Little  Damozel 
Rain  and  The  Wind's  in  the  South. 
She  possessed  a  voice  of  considerable 
range  and   most  agreeable  quality. 

Miss  Cushing,  the  violinist,  gave  a 
varied  series  of  selections,  Cossack 
Revels,  a  colorful  selection  called 
Onentale  and  Meditation  from  Thais 
being   the   outstanding  popular  ones. 

The  closing  selection  was  a  street 
scene  from  Naughty  Marietta,  bv  all 
the  artists. 


Twentieth  Annual  Perform- 
ance Will  Be  Given  In 
Frye 


The  Twentieth  Annual  Grand  Con- 
cert given  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind  will  be  held  this  evening  at  8 
o'clock  at  Frye  Hall.  The  artists  for 
the  evening  include  Miss  Gertrude 
Breebe  Thompson,  soprano;  Miss 
Doris  Godspeed,  reader;  Miss  Stella 
Marek  Cushing,  violinist;  Miss 
Yvonne  Montpelier,  accompanist. 


roirrlaL-yvdU,  Ma,mc»  £>^(oy^ss. 


Jm.  vi  e 
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RIPLEY  ELECTED 
PRESIDENT  MAINE 
f  BLIND  INSTITUTION 

Annual    Meeting    Held    at 
Barker  Memorial  Bldg. 

Sev.  a  elected  pres- 

ident of  the  Maine  Institution  for  the 
Blind  at  the  annual  meeting-  which 
was  held  in  the  Barker  Memorial 
building  yesterday  afternoon.  Other 
officers  were  elected  as  follows:  First 
vice    president,    J.  Stevens; 

second  vice  president,  Convers  E. 
lllle  B.  Hall; 
treasurer,  Sewell  C,  Ripley;  superin- 
tendent, V  J.  Put- 
nam Stevens  v.  —ector  for 
:lve  years  and  Edward  W.  Hannaford 
as  a  director  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  Charles  H.  Randall,  deceased. 

in  and   Mrs.    A     A 
were    elected    as    honorary    members 
of    the    board. 

The  following  new  members  were 
admitted:  William  11.  Ingraham, 
Portland;  John  E.  Abbott,  North 
Berwick:  E.  H.  Llbby,  Auburn;  W.  .T. 
Tiiomrison,  South  China;  William  A. 
and  J.    Ramsdell, 

Charleston;  Harry  B.  Hodsdon 
Yarmouth;  James  A.  Morong,  Ran- 
dolph: William  O.  Thomas,  South 
Portland;  George  R.  Scates,  Emery 
.Mills,    and    Herbert    White,    Portland. 

Necessity  for  a  fire-proof  dormi- 
tdry  for  tne  men  was  one  of  the  most 
Important  jug-lit    up     for 

discussion  and  a  campaign  to  raise 
money  for  this  purpose  is  to  be 
started  at  once.  The  land  has  al- 
ready been  obtained  but  lack;  of 
funds    has    prevented    building. 


BLIND  ASSOCIATION 
PRESENTS  PROGRAM 

A  most  pleasins  entertainment 
was  grivon  last  ovoninpr  In  Preble 
Chapel  by  the  Maine  Fraternal  Ah. 
soclation  for  the  Blind  and  at  the 
close  of  the  program  refreshments 
were  served.  Vecal  selections  were 
given  by  Miss  Helen  Quinlan  and 
Miss  Ruth  Elder:  readings  by  Miss 
Barbara  Littlefleld;  and  selections 
by  a  musical  trio  consisting  of  Miss 
Irene  Leeman,  pianist;  Miss  Ruth 
Flanders,  violinist;  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Korda,  cellist.  The  program  was  in 
charge  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Kahili  and 
she  and  Miss  Leeman  were  accom- 
panists. Entertainment  committee 
for  the  evening  consisted  of  Thomas 
McKeown,  G.  9.  McGlbney  and  Irv- 
ing Cobb. 


M^    ^h    H^w- 


j  Larger  Appropriation  For 

Institution  For  The  Blind 
Is  Urged  By  Cornish 

The  Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind 
should  be  granted  an  appropriation 
sufficiently  large  to  care  for  the 
needs  of  the  blind  people  on  a  basis 
of  $S  per  capita,  says  Grube  B.  Cor- 
nish, secretary  of  the  State  Board  of. 
Charities  and  Corrections  in  his  re- 
port of  tne  inspection  cf  tile  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Portland, 
made  public  yesterday. 

The  building  of  a  modern  dorm,- 
tory  to  take  the  place  of  the  prese.it 
quarters  for  men  is  also  recommenc- 
ed by  Secretary  Cornish  in  his  re- 
port. 

"It  the  people  of  Maine  could  real- 
ize the  real  need  of  this  phase  of  so- 
cial service,  there  would  be  an  im- 
mediate and  generaij  a  response  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  funds  to 
build  a  dormitory  for  them,"  says  the 
report. 

"If  the  institution  is  to  he  enlai 
so  that  the  blind  adults  ^t  the  State 
are  to  be  properly  cared  for..  It  seems 
that  definite  consideration  should  ' 
•-iven  to  the  present  need  for  tne 
dormitory  and  school  room  so  that 
the  b»nJ  children  or  Ma're  maj 

without    being    sen!    out    ol 

•■The      capacity      of    the      Portland 
school  is  60,  and   23   men   apd    1" 
men  are  now  in  the  institution. 
men  vomen  are  being  cared 

for   outside   the   school.        Those   who 


are  at   thi  are   there  of  their 

own  free  will.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  more  than  1,000  blind  adults 
in   Maine." 

have  been  made  the  past 
year  at  a  total  cost  of  $9'_'0,  the  re- 
notes.  "The  superintendent  is 
ted  by  two  matrons,  a  cook,  two 
tunas  of  the  institution  provide  about 
janitors  and  a  stenographer.  The 
two-thirds  of  its  maintenance  and 
the  state  appropriation  provides  the 
h;ilni1>«^  JY"  »"""'""'"  by  the  stat« 
is  $7  per  capll.f."  Tii 
institution  helps  in  their  own  hi 
receive  an'alli  d    $6  per 

"The  institution  duos  ip  all 

of  its  stale  appropriation.  It  turns 
back  annually  into  the  contingent 
fund  about   $5, 

"It  is  exceedingly  hard  to  take  care 
of  blind  people,"  comments  Secretary 
Cornish.  "Under  the  faithful  adminis- 
tration of  the  superintendent.  William 
Iv    Travis,    efficiency      has    been    in- 
Sed   In   every   way,   especially  in 
matter   of   employment      for    the 
v  omen  and  men.       This  school  i 
rtes   v.  ortn   while   service   to 
whole  field  of  public  welfare  and 
Cial  progress  and  education." 


Ba. w,g or  ,  Ma*\,ne,,  Jfows. 


M, 
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su*f  ■«  IT5UM-- 


RYAN  IS  HERE  III 
IHTERKM  BLIND 

Maine    Institution    at   Port- 
land Needs  Dormitory. 
Staging  Campaign.    '« 


There  are  drives  and  drives.  But, 
somehow,  the  one  just  started  to  se- 
cure funds  for  a  men's  new  dormi- 
tory for  The  Maine  Institution  far 
the  Blind  must,  it  would  Beem,  make 
the  widest  sort,  of  appeal.  The  dir- 
ectors' extension  Committee,,  con- 
sisting of  wyiiS  Ft.  Hall,  chairman; 
Sewall  C.  Ripley,  treasurer;  Convert 
B.  Leach,  Freeman  M.  Grant,  and 
William  J.  Ryan,  is  distributing  as 
widely  as  possible  the  following 
circular   letter; 

THE  MAINE  INSTITUTION 
FOR    THE   BLIND 

"Dormitory  Fund" 
Headquarters.  <i~  Exchange  Street 

Portland,  Maine 
Dear  Friend;  — 

You  aided  us  in  1920  to  buy  a 
property  that  pive  The  Maine  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  a  much-needed 
dormitory  for  men.  At  first  we  used 
half  of  it.  Soon  Ave  had  to  us, 
whole  of  it.  Now  we  need  more 
room  and  might,  to  build  a  modern 
fireproof  structure  big  enough  for  a 
long  time  to  come. 


marts 
e  rtrej 


Because  we  did  have  It  we  wore 
enabled  to  reduce  I  he  proportion  of 
State  Aid  from  20  to  40  per  cent  of 
the  total,  t lie  labor  of  the  blind  mak- 
ing up  thV  60  to  80  per  cent — a  won- 
derful record  -probably  unequalled. 
If  we  had  such  a  dormitory  hearts 
would  not  jump  every  Uime  the 
alarm  sounds  in  the  Wight  so 
Our  plan  of  expansion  calls  for  such 
a  dormitory;  then  an  outside  heat- 
ing plant,  to  give  us  more  room  in 
i  In'  work  shop,  and  linally  a  juve- 
nile school  that  the  State  need  not 
send  its  thousands  of  dollars  every 
to  some  other  state  to  do  our 
work  for  us. 

A  physician  in  active  practice  in 
Saco  lost  his  sight  inside  three  years. 
He  came  to  the  institution  and 
learned  to.  read  Braille.  He  told 
our  secretary  that  it  saved  him  go- 
ing mad.  He  has  now  so  far  re- 
gained his  ambition,  though  not  his 
sight  that  he  has  gone  into  practic* 
Again  as  a  specialist  in  nerve  dis- 
eases in  the  state  of  Michigan  we 
are  informed.  No  one  can  tell  who 
next  may  need  the  institution. 
Therefore,  every  resident  of  Maine 
ought  to  feel  a  personal  interest  in 
making  this  institution  just  as  fine 
and  efficient  as  possible.  Will  you! 
aid  us  to  build  a  new  dormitory  the 
coming    Spring? 

We  are  not  making  a  noisy  drive. 
We  believe  the  generous  people  of 
the  State  will  not  see  us  lagging  be- 
hind in  a  necessity,  so  we  just  give 
you  a  notice  of  our  wants.  We  do 
not  ask  it  entirely  as  a  gift  either, 
but  if  you  will  send  in  a  dollar  of 
more,  payable  to  S.  ('.  Ripley,  Treas- 
urer, to  Dormitory  Fund  Heardquar- 
ters,  97  Exchange  street,  Portland. 
.Maine,  we  will  send  you  a  booklet 
that  will  give  you  a  hearty  laugh, 
point  thai  speech  or  entertain  your 
friends  by  the  hour,  it  is  Flashes  of 
Thought  edited  ii.nd  published  by 
Alfred  W.  Hall,  of  Portland,  and  he 
is  giving  the  whole  proceeds  to  the 
Dormitory  Fund  of  The  Maine  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind. 
Sincerely  yours, 
CHARLES  H.   RANDALL. 

President 
SEWELL   C.    RIPLEY, 

1st  Vice  Pres.,  Treas. 
J.  PUTNAM   STEVENS, 

2nd  Vice  Pres. 
WILLIS  B.  HALL 

Secretary 
.T.  CALVIN  KNAPP, 
HARRIET  ROBIE  BARKER, 
NINA   DRUMMOND  SMART, 
CONVERS'E.  LEACH, 
STEPHEN   E.  CO  K  DWELL, 
FREEMAN  M.  Git  ANT, 
AUGUSTUS    O.    THOMAS, 

Directors. 
From  the  most  humble  beginning 
The  Maine  institution  for  the  Blind 
has  crown  until  today  its  property 
rovers  more  than  five  acres.  There 
is  a,  fine  building  where  are  located 
the  various  workshops,  there  is  a 
dormitory  for  the  women  that  is  alt 
that  could  be  desired,  there  is  a 
brick  dwelling  for  the  superintend- 
ent  and   his    family   and   there    is      a 


house  facing  D*ering  avenue  Which 
is  used  as  a  dormitory  for  men.  Hut 
it  is  already  crowded.  It  is  a  wood- 
en Htructure,  uusuiied  in  design,  in 
arrangement  of  the  rooms,  in  its 
heating  apparatus  or  in  its  sanitarj 
arrangements  for  other  purpose  than 
the  private  house  for  which  it  was 
originally  built.  Seventeen  men  are 
now  making  their  home  in  this  binld- 
lng.  There  are  no  flre  escapes ■— In 
brief,  if  the  institution  is  to  carry 
out  its  present  wonderful  work  and 
if  it  is  to  broaden  its  scope  it  must 
have  a  new  men's  dormitory,  brick 
and  fireproof,  modern  in  every  res- 
pect. This  is  the  most  imperative 
need. 

VILL  SEEK  LARGER     I 

PENSION  FOR  BUND 


V1AINE      FRATERNAL      ASS'N 

WILL  TAKE  UP  MATTER  AT 

21  ST  ANNUAL  MEETING 

: 

W.  J.  Ryan,  president  of  the 
Maine  Fraternal  Association  for  the 
Blind,  who  is  in  Bangor  selling 
Flashes  of  Thought  for  the  benefit  of 
the  dormitory  which  it  is  planned  to 
build  In  Portland,  states  that  the  as- 
sociation will  hold  its  21st  annual 
convention  in  Portland,  June  11. 
when  it  is  hoped  that  every  blind 
person  in  the  state  will  be  present. 
The  sessions  will  be  held  in  Pythian 
Temple  hall.  Mr.  Ryan  wishes  all 
who  plan  to  attend  to.  notify  the  sec- 
retary, Charles  Debeck,  Box  4,  West 
nd  Post  Office,  Portland.  Mr.  Ryan 
has  been  president  of  the  association 
four  terms,  his  present  term  expiring 
at  the  June  meeting-.  Ho  is  a  candi- 
date for  reelection. 

The  executive  bcaj-3  of  the  asso- 
ciation consists  of  Thomas  McEw>n, 
Jackman;  Everett  Astle,  New  Lime- 
rick; Lester  Mackie,  Portland; 
George  McGilvery,  Bangor;  Frank  Q. 
Baker,  Gardiner. 

One  of  the  important  matters  to 
be  taken  up  at  the  convention  is  a  I 
proposed  pension  law  for  blind  per- 
sons This  provides  for  a  fiat  rate 
of  $300  to  be  paid  quarterly  to  all 
needy  blind  persons  instead  of  $180 
as  now  provided  by  the  present  law, 
payable  at  the  discretion  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  council.  The  measure  will 
be  presented  at  the  next  session  of 
the  legislature. 

Mr.  Ryan  states  that  a  new  dormi- 
tory is  greatly  needed  at  Portland 
and  that  he  is  putting  in  all  his  time 
In  an  effort  to  raise  the  necessary 
money.  The  sale  of  Flashes  of 
Thought  is  meeting  with  success  and 
VH  adf!ln£  a  &°°d  sum  to  the  fund. 
Mr.  Ryan  will  soon  return  to  Port- 
land and  after  the  warm  months 
will  start  out  on  his  44th  tour  of  the 
Btate  selling  almanacs. 


i* 
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Institution  For 
Blind  Is  in  Need 


of  New  Dormitory 


No.  1 — Present  men's  dormitory,  not  fireproof,  overcrowded  and 
generally  unsuitable.  -  No.  2 — Blind  workers  making  an  excelsior 
mattress.  No.  4 — This  man  has  a  record  of  84  brooms  in  a  single  day. 
No.  4  and  No.  5 — Stages  in  the  process  of  making  a  broom.  No.  6— 
Reseating  and  rebacking  a  chair. 


M 


wu  1 1 


There  are  drives  and  drives.       But. 
ow,   the   one   Just  started   ti 

for  a   men's  new  dormitory 

r  The    Maine  Institution   for  the  Fluid 

seem,  makes  the  widesl 

,:  peal.       The  directors'1   exlcn- 

miii      committee,   consisting     of  Willis 

i-..   Hall,  chairman;     Sewall   C.   Ripley, 

Convers   E.    Leach,  Fri 
M.  GranJ  and  William  J.   Ryan,  is  dis- 
tributing as     widely  as     possible 

iwing  circular  letter1: 

The    Maine    Institution    for    the    Blind 

"Dormitory   Fund'] 

Headquarters.   97   Exchange  Street 

Portland.    Main*. 

Dear    Friend:  — 

iTou  aided  us  in  1920  to  buy  a 
M\  thai  gave  The  .Maine  institu- 
tion tor  tii'  Blind  a  much  needed 
tory  for  men.  At  first  we  used 
hall'  of  it.  Soon  we  had  to  use  the 
Whole  Ol  11  Now  we  need  more  room 
and  to      build    a      modern,      fire- 

ture  bis;  enough   for  a   Ions 
time  to   come. 

■  use   wc    did      have      it    we    were 
enabled    to    reduce    (lie    proportion     Df. 

State   aid    from    20   to   40   per   Cent    of   til" 

total,    the    labor    of     the    blind     making 

CO  to   SO   per  cent— a   wonderful 

•  id — probably  unequalled. 

If    we    had    sueh    a.    dormitorv    heart? 

would    not      .inmp   every    time    the      fire 

,    sounds  in  the  nirrht  season.  Our 

plan    ol       expansion    calls      tor    such    a 

dormitory:      then   an      outside     heathlg 

plarit.    to    give    us    more    room    in      the 

work      shop,    and      finally      a      .iuvenile 

1     that    the    Stab-    need     not     send 

its   thousands   of   dollars   every   year   to 

other    state    to    do    our   work    for 

us. 

A  phvsiclan  in  aetive  practice  m 
!  inside  three  years. 
tit'it' -m   and   learned 

i  Braille.       He  to'd  our  secretary 
ived    him       going    mad.  He 

has  now  so  far  regained  bis  ambition. 
though  not  his  sizht,  that  he  has 
rone  into  again  as  a  specialist 

in  nerve  diseases  in  the  state  of 
Michigan  we  are  informed.  No  one 
cap  tell  who  next  may  need  the  i 
stitution.  Therefore,  everv  resident 
of  Maine  ought  to  i>el  a  personal  in 
terest  in  mat-ins  this  institution  b'st 
as  fine  and  efficient  as  possible.  Will 
you  aid  os  huilti  a  new  dormitory  the 
una:    Spring. 

We     are     pot     making     a     no'cv     dri'-e. 

-vw   ■     in  ■  .    the  p-encous  pennte  of  fh° 

State  will  not  see  rs  lac-^in"  behind 
in    a    nee«"=sitv     so      we     ;"st    srive      yon 

roti ■'■  want--.       We  ,'o  not   as'- 

it  ontir°lv  as  a  '-"t  either  but  if  ,"°'' 
will    sen,]    in    ■■     do"a"    or    more,    "ii'iili1" 

f0  s  c  Rn  '■"■  Treasurer  to  Dormi- 
torv Fund  Headquarters.  97  Exchange, 
street.  Portland,  Maine,  we  will  send 
you  a  booklet  that  will  save  you  a 
heart  y  laugh,  point  that  speech  or  en- 
tertain your  friends  by  the  hour.  It  is 
Flashes  of  Thought,  edited  and  pub- 
lished by  Alfred  W.  Hall,  of  Portland, 
and  he  is  giving  the  whole  proceeds  to 
the  Dormitory  Fund  of  The  Maine  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind. 

Sincerelv    yours. 
CHARLES    H.    RANDALL, 

President 
SEWELL   C.    RIPLEY, 

1st   Vice   Pres.,    Treas. 
J.    PUTNAM    STEVEN'S.' 

2d  Vice  Pres. 
WILLIS    B.     HALF, 

etary. 
.T.   CALVIN   KNAPP. 
HARRIET    ROR1E   BARKER. 
NINA     PRUMMONP    SMART, 
XVFItS    K     FE  \CH. 


STEPHEN    E.    CORRYVRFF, 
FREEM  W    M.   OR  \\rT. 
AUGUSTUS     O.     THOMAS. 
Direi 
From    the    most     humble    beginning 
The    .Maine    Institution    for    the    Blind 
has    grown    until    today    its      property 

covers  more  than  five  acres.  The, 
a  fine  buildihg  where  are  located  the 
various  workshops,  there  is  a  dormi- 
tory for  the  women  that  is  all  that 
could  be  desired,  there  is  a  brick 
dwelling  for  the  superintendent  and 
'his  family  and  there  is  a  house  fac- 
ing peering  avenue  which  is  used  as 
a  dormitory  for  men.  Rut  it  is  al- 
ready crowded.  Tt  is  a  wooden  struc- 
ture, unsulted  in  design,  in  arrange- 
ment of  the  rooms,  in  its  beating  ap- 
paratus or  in  its  sanitary  arrangements 
for  other  purpose  than  the  private 
house  for  which  it  was  originally 
built.  Seventeen  men  are  now'  mak- 
ing their  home  in  "lis  building.  There 
are  lie  lire  eseapc  ~ — in  brief,  if  the 
institution  is  to  carry  out  its  present 
wonderful  work  and  if  it  is  ta  broad- 
en its  scope  it  must  have  a  new  men's 
dormiory,  brick-  and  fireproof,  mod- 
ern in  every  respect.  This  is  the  most 
imperative  need. 

The  writer  overheard  one  man.  ex- 
press himself  recently  in  terms  that 
seems  correctly  to  size  up  the  subject 
of  The    Institution    for  the    Blind: 

"If  I  were  situated  financially  so  I 
could  contribute  but  $3  each  ye9j  to 
individuals  or  to  institutions  needing 
and  worthy  of  help,  that  five-spot 
would  po  as  fast  as  I  could  rush  it  to 
the  institution  down  there  on  Park 
avenue.  Ami  don't  for  a  moment  class 
this  place  as  a  charitable  institution. 
Even  in  its  present  uncompleted  con- 
dition of  development  it  is,  roughly 
Speaking,    two-thirds      self-supporting. 

Think  of  that.  Blind  people  paying 
their  way  or  a  good  part  of  it.  by  their 
own  efforts!  And  if  we  build  them  a 
mens  dormitory  it  is  going  to  make 
it  possible  for  them  to  bring  more 
blind  men  and  women  here  from  all 
over  the  State,  individuals  who  have 
talents  which  will  make  it  possible 
for  the  institution  to  take  in  work  of  a 
more  varied  nature  than  it  now  can." 

Isn't  that  all  true'?  And  in  run- 
ning over  the  list  of  misfortunes  that 
can  afflict  mankind  can  you  think  of 
anything  more  likely  to  touch  your 
heart  than  blindness:'  ('lose  your 
eyes  for  a  moment  and  try  and  picture 
what  you  would  do  if  you  could  never 
open  them  again.  These  men  and 
women  are  just  like  the  rest  of -us 
mortals  except  that  they  cannot  see. 
Some  have  always  been  blind,  others 
have  been  blind  for  years,  a  few  have 
become  blind  through  sickness  or  ac- 
cident after  enjoying  years  of  normal 
sight.     Do  you  wonder  that   to   many 

blind  life  seems  a  dreary,  h 
.proposition?  Ho  you  wonder  that  the 
natural  tendency  of  a,  hlind  person 
might  be  toward  discouragement,  rao- 
roseness?  Is  if  strange  that  they 
sometimes  feel  themselves  a  care  and 
a  burden  to  friends  or  relatives? 

Hrasping  their  viewpoint  for  a  mo- 
ment ii  should  be  easy  lt)  understand 
then  what  this  wonderful  institution 
means  to  blind  people,  parti 
those  without  means.  It  gives  them 
the  knowledge  that,  Uke  their  more 
fortunate  brothers  who  can  see,  they 
can  create  worth  while  things.  '  They 
can  with  their  sensitive  fingers,  even 
though  their  eyes  be  sightless  turn 
out     in     quantities    sufficient     to     bring 


ri   a    living   wage  useful  articles 
which     there     is  ant    demand. 

Shouldn't    the    State    he    liberal    in    its 
is    for    such    an    institution 
as    this?      Shouldn't    individuals   be    as 
'ohs    as    their    means    will   permit'.' 
It    would    surely    seem    SO. 

The  writer  was  shown  through  the 
buildings  and  over  the  grounds  of  the 
institution   a    few   days   ago   by   S  iper- 

n'denl  William  E.  Travis  anc  be- 
lieves that  he  was  as  surprised  is  a 
majority    of   Portland    people    wouid    be 

discover  what  a  well  managed 
business   establishment   is  here   and    to 

what    a   splendid   work  A   is   doing. 
It     is     I  airly     well     known     that    the 
.Maine    Institution    for    the    Blind    C3m< 
gelj    t  hrough   I  be  untiring 
efforts  co  if  many  ye 

ol  William  .1.  Ryan,  Portland's  famous 
Mmd  man.  He  agitated  the  subject  of 
such    an    institution    from  id    of 

the  State  to  the  other.  He  secured 
subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  $-.'  00 
and   then  an- 

lature  for  an  appropriation  to  aid  in 
the   work.      Failing  he  !    to   SUC- 

ding  legislatures  until  with  the  co- 
operation of  influential  individuals 
whom  ho  had  interested,  his  efforts 
were  crowned  with  success.  This  was 
in  19,07  when  a  generoi  opriation 

was  ad   the    institution   was   or- 

ganized   with    a   board    of    25    directors 

resenting  leading  men  all  over  the 
State. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  article 
to  go  into  tile  flnS,nees  of  the  Maine 
ScM<  the    Blind.     The    State    has 

made  appropriations  at  each  session 
oi  the  legislature,  but  no  appropria- 
tions of  this  nature  can  be  expected 
to  meet  all  requirements.  Individual 
assistance,  bequests,  etc..  are  vital  to 
the  success  of  this  great  work.  One 
point  well  to  emphasize  here  is  that 
not,  a  penny  of    i!  is   money   can 

be  used  to  help  a  blind  man  or  woman 
after  ho  or  she  leaves  the.  institution. 
For  example,  a  man  may  have  learned 
a  trade  here.  He  has  becom- 
adept  at  reseating  chairs,  or  at  broom 
making,  or  at  cleansing  and  making 
over  mattresses,  that  he  I  lie  could 
be  wholly  self-supporting  if  he  w< 
in  business  for  himself.  Perhaps  he. 
figuratively  speaking,  sees  an  oppor- 
tunity in  Lewigton.  But  la  has  not 
sufficient  money  to  make  the  venture. 
It  is  then  that  the  money  obtained 
from  individuals  or  from  bequests  can 
be  used  with  judgment.  There  have 
been  many  of  these  cases  where  a  man 
has  been  set  np  in  a  small,  inexpensive 
shop  with  rent  ond  bare  living  ex- 
penses looked  after  from  this  pri\ 
fund,  administered  judiciously  by  the 
officials  of  the  institution,  until 
has  built  up  a  trade  sufficient  wholly 
to    support   him.        Thi  [y    could 

r  finer  uses  to  which  a.  man 
who  can  afford  it  might  put  a  modest 
sum. 

king     of  ■'ministra- 

tion it  might  he  apropos,  to  mention 
that  eting   board   of   the   Maine 

Institution   for  the  Blind   is  divided  in- 

i  wo    parts,    although   It   works    as    a' 
.ill    the   time.      Messrs. 
tch,    Cordwell,    Grant 
and   Thomas    are    appointees      ol      the 
Governor  .and   Council:    the  others  are 
for  five  years  by 
the  corporation.      Messrs.  Randall,  Pip- 
ley,    Stevens    and    Knapp      have      been 
I     witli    the      institution      ever 
| 


i    extension   plans   of  the 

ii i  it  1  of    included    a       fire- 

i  y,  a  school  for  the  minor 

blind,  an   outside   heating  plant,  so   that. 

v   occupied    In   the     m  ! 

ling    f'^y    1  hat     p  ii  pos<        no  I 
utilized     for    ,  lents,       and 

an     outdoor    swimming    pool.         It     is 

nized    that   all    of    these    things 
i   at  once  and  as  the  fire- 
ien     is    tie-    mo 

-m-    nee,,  ,,     concentrated 

for   i  :.  i  .  amine,    that. 

It  is  really  surprising   how  few  peo- 
ple   realize    that     they    can    telephone 
institution    arid    thai     a    team     will 
within   the  reasonable  city  limits 
including    South    Portland,       for      any 
work    within    the    scope    of    the    blind 
men.      Ami    when    it    comes   to    reseat- 
ing chairs  in  various  styles,   putting  in 
Packs    or      to      the      business      of 
making  over  mattresses, 
the  sis  ill    of   these   men   and   women    is 
unquestionable.      A   broom   turned    out 
by  the  institution  means  a  real  broom. 
In    fact    any   work    done   here    is   work- 
well  done  even  though,  of  a  necessity, 
the   field    of   endeavor   is   not   a   broad 
one. 

It  is  a  revelation  to  watch  these 
irful  workers  start  with  the  rough 
broom  corn  and  in  10  or  15  minutes 
turn  out  a  finished  article.  Most  of 
the  broom  corn  is  received  in  great 
bales  from  Illinois.  This  corn  is  yel- 
low as  the  fields  in  harvest  time  when 
it  is  received.  Every  afternoon,  how- 
ever, enough  of  the  material  is  laid 
out  for  the  following  day's  require- 
ments. To  prevent  breaking  of  the 
straw  it  must  be  worked  in  a  damp. 
flexible  condition.  In  the  basement 
of  the  main  building  is  where  this 
straw  is  made  ready.  It  is  placed  in 
a  large  vat  of  dye  first,  then  removed 
and  allowed  to  drain  off  over  night. 
The  next  day  it  is  in  just  the  right 
condition  to  work  and  is  also  just  the 
color  one  finds  in  the  completed  ar- 
ticle. 

The  machines  for  the  various  stages 
of  the.  operation  of  making  a  broom 
are  ingenious  and  arranged,  of  course, 
so  the  fingers  tell  the  workers  all  they 
want  to  know.  They  have  no  difficul- 
ty in  making  the  different  grades  or 
the  different  sizes  in  brooms.  One  man 
In  the  broom  department  has  the  rec-l 
ord  of  84  brooms  in  a  single  day. 
Think  of  that!'  And  he' travels  every 
working  day  on  the  electrics  between 
his  home  in  Sacp  and,  the  institution. 
As  high  as  $22  a  week  has  been 
made  here  by  a  blind  worker  although 
the  men  average' from  $12  to  $13  a 
week  and  the  women  from  $1  to  $5. 
Not  munificent  salaries  to  .be  sure,  but 
thin';  what  earning  that  amount 
means  to  people  who  but  for  this 
great  opportunity  would  be  depend- 
ent. 

In  the  mattress  department  there  is 
much  to  interest.  Different  compart- 
ments contain  the  varieties  of  ticking 
1.  binding  braids  and  other  neces- 
sary articles.  These  articles  are  all 
tagged,  with  the  Braille  system  so  the 
worker  can  Instantly  find  the  nia 
rial  he  requires  by  touching  these 
metal  tags  with  his  finger  tips.  On 
the  tables  where  the  ticking  is  cut 
and  made  up,  proper  units  of  measure- 
ment are  ingeniously  laid  out  by 
means  of  round  headed  brass  nails  so 
any  length  can  quickly  be  determined. 
Splendid  hair  and  excelsior  mattresses 
turned  out  here  ami  orders  come 
in   from  all  o\  some   other 

New    England    States. 


in    the    department    devoted    to     re- 

Q8   mattresses  the  machine  which 

picks  lusl   and  dirt  out 

is  almost  us  uboanny  as  is 

the  skill  of  the  blind  man  who  handles 

women  are  largely  employed  In 

ehau   i  ,  rug  making  and  a  few 

things    which    they   handle    with 

skill.    They   arc   most   comfort- 

tered  in  their  fine  doi 

i-   finished    their     day's 
ms.       A 

m  the  Lions  Club  was 

which  is  greatly  appre- 

lt  is  Impossible  In  this  .  rticle  to 
than  touch  upon  the  work  of  In- 
dividuals. There  would  be  a  com- 
story  bj  Itself  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Ryan  and  his  wonderful  accomplish- 
ments for  the  institution  and  for  his' 
fellow  workers.  Columns  could  he 
written  of  the  experiences  of  Mr. 
Lynch  the  blind  secretary  who  oper- 
ates  a  typewriter  as  speedily  and  as 
accurately  as  the  best  of  those  With 
two  normal  eyes  although  he  has  been 
m  birth. 

In  every  department  some  man  or 
some  woman  has  done  some  particu- 
larly fine  and  wonderful  things  well 
worthy  Of  extended  discussion,  but 
even  though  these  be  omitted,  it  is 
hoped  that  this  article  may  help  in 
creating  a  new  and  greater  apprecia- 
tion of  what   this  institution  is  doing,  i 


JWewvb-e-r  10.,  \^%k>. 

AWARD  COUNTY 
CLUB  PRIZES 


Pauline  A.  Smith  Of  Gorham 
Wins  Canning  Champ- 
ionship 


Pc  nst       obstacles! 

helped  Pauline  A.  Smith  of  the  Qor-j 
bam  Girls  Club  to  win  the  senior 
canning  championship  in  the  contest 
bf  the  Boys'  and  Girl'  Clubs,  which 
derided    at    y  conven- 

or    the     Cumberland     County 
is      held     in     City     Hall.       Se 
months    before1  the    yei  ended 

Miss  Smith  removed  with  her  family, 
tp  Stroudwater  Street,  AVesthrnok, 
but  that  did  not  prevent  her  attend- 
ing caeli  club  meeting  held  in  Gor- 
and  finishing  with  the  highest 
honors. 

Two  of  last  year's  county  cham- 
pions repeated  this  year.  The  winner 
in  the  big  raising  project.  Ernest  W. 
Merchant,  son  of  W.  H.  Merchant  of 
Walnut  Hill,  and  the  winner  in  the 
chick  raising  project,  Nelson  Win- 
slow,  son  of  Principal  Howard  L- 
Winslow  of  Greeley  Institute,  Cum- 
berland Center,  were  the  winners  of 
similar  honors  in  the  1922  contes 


The  other  county  champions   v. 
Senl  a   J,.  Larrabee 

01    Si  Ueach;    Senior    Sewing, 

Louise  C.  Giltnan  of  Bridgton;  Sen- 
ior I  dna  But- 
terfield  of  Standish;  Senior  Cooking 
and  ,  Margaret  Urfu- 
hart  of  Scarboro. 

The  members  of  two  classes  the 
i,  conducted  by  F.  H.  B. 
Heald  of  Scarboro  and  the  Standish 
Cooking  and  Housekeeping  Class, 
taught  by  Mrs.  Millard  Boulter,  fin- 
ished 100  percent.  Several  of  the  oth- 
i  i  lasses  finished  stronger  than  last 
year  and  all  of  the  prize  winning  ex- 
hibits shown  in  Room  Sixteen,  City 
Hall,  were  of  unusual  excellent  and 
reflected  great  credit  upon  the  boys 
and  girls  and  their  instructors, 'in  the 
opinion  of  the  experts  from  the 
University  of  Maine,  who  assisted  in 
the  judging. 

The  attendance  at  the  afternoon 
session  of  the  County  Club  meet  was 
150.  Miss  Evelyn  R.  Hodgdon,  the 
county  club  project  leader,  presided. 
The  Portland  Chamber  of  Commerce 
exctmlive  secretary,  Edmund  H.  Mc- 
Donald, impressed  upon  the  boys  and 
girls  the  importance  of  the  work 
which  they  were  doing  and  the  need 
of  loyalty  to  and  belief  in  the  State 
of  Maine. 

Stephen  Larrabee  of  the  Oak  Hill 
Club  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  club 
members  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  the  people  of  'the  City  of 
Portland  for  their   hospitality.  / 

Points  in  successful  poultry  raisin:'. 
and  the  type  of  birds  that  should  be, 
selected  w-ere   demonstrated   by  John 
Gould    and    Richard    Marston    of    ♦ 
Freeport   Poultry   Club'  in   a   poet  I 
culling   talk.      The   afternoon   se^e \ 
concluded  with   a   visit   to   the   fcvB 
Pier.  o-  \ 

Members  of  the  Scarboro  'e 
Bridgton  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  vis 
ed  the  new  PRESS  HERALD  bui 
ing  and  were  shown  about  the  pla 
by  General  Manager  E,  C  Bowler. 
Demonstration   By   Blind 

A.  L.  T.  Cummings,  manager  of  th? 
State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  dictated 
his  speech  last  night  to  the  158  mem- 
bers of  the  Boys'  and  Girls'  Clubs  of 
Cumberland  County,  to  William 
Lynch,  a  blind  'Stenographer  from  the 
office  of  the  State  School  for  the 
Blind.  Mr.  Lynch  took  the  dictation 
upon  a  machine  with  a  special  tape, 
read  the  tape  with  his  fingers,  tran- 
scribed it  upon  a  regulation  typewrit- 
er and  then  read  it  to  those  assem- 
bled at  the  dinner  given  the  club  boys 
and  girls  by  the  Portland  Chamber  of 
Commerce  last  night  at  the  Falmouth 
Hotel. 

Seated  at  the  head  table  with  Mr. 
Cummings  and  Mr.  Lynch  were:  John 
Calvin  Stevens,  president  of  the 
Portland  Chamber  of  Commtce,  who 
acted  as  toastmaster;  George  H. 
Owen,  chairman  of  the  Agricultural 
Committee  df  the  Portland  Chamber; 
Harrie  B.  Coe,  Convention  Secretary 
of  the  Portland  Chamber;  George  F. 
Feeney,  traffic  manager  of  the  State 
Pier;  County  Farm  Agent,  W.  Sher- 
man Rowe;  Thomas  L.  Coates  sec- 
retary of  the  Cumberland  County  Y. 
M.  C.  A.;  Mrs.  Emily  McLaughlin, 
stenographer  at  the  County  Bureau; 
and  Miss  Evelyn  R.  Hodgdon  of  West! 
Gorham,   county  club   project  leader: 


A  CALL  FOR  THE.BLIND 

A  letter  that  is  being  sent  out  as 
a  preliminary  to  raising  a  fund  with 
which  to  erect  at  Portland  a  new 
dormitory  for  the  Maine  Institution 
for  the  Blind  is  worthy  of  attention 
and  adequate  response.  We  quote 
from  it: 

"You  aided  us  in  1920  to  buy  a 
property  that  gave  the  Maine  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  a  much  needed 
dormitory  for  men.  At  first  we  used 
half  of  it.  t?oon  we  had  to  use  the 
whole  of  it.  Now  we  need  more  room 
and  ought  to  build  a  modern,  tire- 
proof  structure  big  enough  for  a  long 
time  to  come. 

Because  we  did  have  it  we  were 
enabled  to  reduce  the  proportion  of 
state  aid  from  20  to  40  per  cent  of  the 
total,  the  labor  of  the  blind  making 
up  the  60  to  80  percent — a  wonderful 
record — probably  unequalled. 

"If  we  had  such  a  dormitory  hearts 
would  not  jump  every  time  the  fire 
alarm  sounds  in  the  night  season. 
Our  plan  of  extension  calls  for  such  a 
dormitory;  then  an  outside  heating 
plant,  to  give  us  more  room  in  the 
work  shop  and  finally  a  juvenile 
school  that  the  state  need  not  send 
Us  thousands  of  dollars  every  year  to 
some  other  state  to  do  our  work  for 
us.  *  *  *  / 

"We  are  not  making  a  noisy  driv4. 
We  believe  the  generous  people  of  the 
state  will  not  see  us  lagging  behind 
in  a  necessity,  so  we  first  give  you 
notice  of  our  wants.  We  do  not  ask 
i:  entirely  as  a  gift  either,  but  if  you 
will  send  in  a  dollar  or  more,  payable 
to  S.  C.  Ripley,  Treasurer  to  Dormi- 
tory Fund  Headquarters,  97  Exchange 
street,  Portland,  Maine,  we  will  send 
you  a  booklet  that  will  give  you  a 
henrty  laugh,  point  that  speech  or 
entertain  your  friends  by  the  hour.  It 
is  Flashes  of  Thought,  edited  and 
published  by  Alfred  W.  Hall,  of  Port- 
land, and  he  is  giving  the  whole  pro- 
ceeds to  the  Dormitory  Fund  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind." 

Of  the  eleven  directors  of  this  in- 
stitution the  State  through  the  Gov- 
ernor and  council  selects  six.  It  has 
appropriated  in  the  past  and  the  last 
legislature  appropriated  sixteen 
thousand  dollars  for  each  of  the  next 
two  years.  There  is  a  proviso  that 
not  over  seven  dollars  per  week  per 
individual  shall  be  expended,  includ- 
ing direct  payments  from  sources 
other  than  the  state. 

Helping  the  blind  to  help  them- 
selves, aside  from  the  impulse  of 
charity,  is  eminently  a  practical  thing 
to  do.  Splendid  results  already/have 
been  obtained,  not  a  penny  of  the 
State's  money  can  be  used  to  help  the 
blind  to  establish  themselves  in  busi- 
ness after  leaving  the  Institution. 
There  are  many  in  Maine  who  have 
suffered  the  misfortune  of  blindness. 
To  become  productive  factors  they 
must  have  assistance.  Having  seen 
that  this  is  being  wisely  directed  it 
is  now  incumbent  upon  us  to  help  it 
«lpng. 


The  Maine  Association  Of 
The  Blind  Gives  Concert 


MRS.  JANE  PHINNEY  HARLOW 
The  Maine  Association  of  the  Blind 
gave  a  delightful  concert  Wednesday 
evening  at  Preble  Chapel.  The  pro- 
gram was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Loretta 
Kahili.  Those  taking  part  were:  Mrs. 
Laura  Ross,  Miss  Ethel  Berry  Mrs. 
Jane  Phinney  Harlow,  and  Mrs.  Ka- 
hili. 

The  program  was  as  follows:  P».no 
duett,  Mrs.  Ross  and  Mrs.  Kahili; 
reading,  Mrs.  Harlow;  vocal  solo, 
Miss  Berry;  saxaphone  solo,  Mrs. 
Ross;    character  reading,  Miss  Berry. 

This  was  one  of  a  series  of  enter- 
tainments to  be  given  during  the 
Winter.  The  committee  in  charge  of 
these  entertainments  consists  of  Mr. 
George  McGibney,  Mr.  Thomas  Mc- 
Kown,  and  Mrs.  Irving  F.  Cobb. 
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RYAN  STARTS  ON 

AUIANAC  TOUR 
Oi    ON  FRIDAY,  NOV.  23 

William    .1 .  M.i  in<-'s 
knewn     Mhu'  avea     P( trl  I 
np.\     I  on   his  34th  an- 
nual  ton  lling  the   Mi 
Fan  This    year    the 
proi  •  >  mi  he    sa  le    will 
ri   !•>  d<  rmitory    Cund, 
whlcl  A  in   butldiri 
new              i    i  men        on 
grm  til  nt  ion   here- 

Mr  ,  i-.i  to  Farmington 
and  h  in  era  ry  is  as  Eol 
lov  'a  lis.  Lewisl  on 
Ai  run*  wii  I  .  Gardl ner, 
F;.  ille  Pittsfleld  Bel- 
fast I  (over-  ft  MeWport,  Old 
Town.  and  will  put  In 
a  Week  at    J 

tile     daj  '    In. -I  :  i : .  i  ---.     ill     Scisnn 

tofi'  din  n<  r   Uerc 

Fie    sell  ana  verase    oi     from 

S.'X'O  t  i   l  (>,0  ii    .-  Ima  nuctj  on  t'nesi     in 
nun  .    trips,    -  If  hough  :•-. irnei' 

yeai     lis         ii  wa     "  1.000. 

Hi  hotels  en    route   wh<  re 

he    has    been    Sto  for   years    and 

where  he  is  is  well  known  as 

he  is  in  his  1  y.     J  ie  know  e   hi.-' 

way     iliiii^ali   il'l'i"'    '  II  ll"l IITIT'li 

hcjw+rr^fsit,    and    seldom    has    i 
,'he>  ■ 


C(BYAN  APPEALS  FOR  BUN) 

WOULD       LIKE       SUBSCRIPTIONS1 

TO     HELP     BUILD     NEW 

D'ORMITORY 


W.  J.  Ryan,  the  Maine  Farmer's 
Almanac  man,  says  i 
ins  to  i  i.v  t ,i  continue  tods  <  i 
throug'h  »ain<  until  1920  when  he 
will  round  out  his  46th  year  in  the 
work.  He  is  making  an  appeal  to 
all!  citizens  to  help  tic  Maine  In- 
stitution   for  the    Wind    in    its    i 

a     new     dormitory.       T'Ms 
must    be    done    ei1  i iilglb      sub- 

SCrfptiOn   or  by   the  State.     Mr. 

told    thai    i  he    Barwlse  ior 
■the    Brewster   bill    will   come    up    be- 
the    next      Legislature.      Should 
r  pass   it   will   mean  that  the  In- 
stitution    can    set     no    appropriation 
w4iiat< 

Every  inmate  is  helping  his  besl  to 
raise  ■  >  pari  of  the  money  necessary 
Cor  th(  new  building  and  equipment. 
it  will  cost  about  $150,000.  The  In- 
stitution has  many  drum  Androscog- 
gin County  •  which  it  is  helping.  It 
takes  only  those  blind  peopli 
have  no  homes.  The  money  Mr.  Ryan 
from  t]  <■  sale  of  ttoe  alma  nai 
inward  tile  dormitory  fund. 
Xewisron,  he  says,  is  the  poorest  town 
on  his  list,  while  Auburn  is  very 
^jood. 


GIVES  $100  CHECK 

FOR  THE  BLIND 

A  check  for  $100  from  the  A.  S. 
Hinds  laboratories  brought  joy  this 
morning-  to  the  hearts  of  those  who 
arc  raising  a  Christmas  fund  to  care 
for  the  blind  people  of  Portland.  This 
brings  the  total  sum  assembled  well 
over  the  $1,300  mark,  and  promises 
to  insure  not  only  a  noteworthy 
Christmas  celebration,  but  also  the 
contribution  of  comforts  which  are 
vitally  necessary   to  their   welfare. 

yesterday  the  Yellow  Cab  Co.  of- 
;  its  services  to  "convey  the  blind 
folk  to  and  from  the  tree  and  cele- 
bration at  Pythian  Temple,  Dec.  19. 
This  morning-,  moved  by  the  Christ- 
mas spirit,  the  Black  and  White 
company  made  a  similar  offer,  so 
that  the  problem  of  transportation 
seems   well   looked   after. 


1BHECK  increases- 
fund  FOR  BIJND 


.;, 


check  from  Mrs.  Samuel  Dorf- 
man  brought  the  total  of  contribu- 
tions to  the  Christmas  fund  for  the 
blind  up  to  $1,387.29  today. 

Mrs.  Dorfman,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  Y.  W.  H.  A.  A.,  gave  a  bridge 
at  the  Congress  Square  for  the  fund, 
and  the  proceeds  were  $26.50,  which 
she  turned  in  this  morning. 
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PORTLAND*yND  TO 
HAVE  A  CHRISTMAS 
PARTY  DECEMBER  19 


Maj.    E.   E.    Philbrook   to 
Play  Santa  Claus  Pyth- 
ian Temple 

Friday  evening,  Dee  19,  is  to  be  at 
red  letter  day  in  Portland  for  the 
blind  folks.  Through  the  untiring 
efforts  of  William  Bissett,  on  that 
evening  the  blind  folks  and  others 
who   are   interested   in   the   blind   are 

ither   at  Pythian    Temple    for   a 

lie,    jolly,    good-time.        Major    E. 

:    i'hilbrook  is  to  act  as  Santa  Claus 

ind  a  fine  program  for  the     evening 

i>een  arranged  by  willing  hands 
that  have  backed  Mr.  Bissett  in  his 
endeavors  to  provide  a  wonderful 
time  for  his  unfortunate  fellow  citi- 
zens. The  Yellow  and  Black  & 
White  Taxi  Companies  have  offered 
free  transportation  to  and  from  the 
temple  for  the  blind  and  Mr.  Bissett 

able  last  night  to  announce  that 
through  the  tag-day  and  donations 
(lie  sum  raised   for  the  entertainment 

reached  $1,428.47.  Those  con- 
tributing included:  Clarence  I,. 
Bucknam,  Annie  Cushman,  Frederick 


Bert  M.  Fernald,  Mrs.  Twitch- 
ell,  the  Pollyanna  Club,  Mrs.  Grace 
Nelson,  Harmon  Crocker,  Philip  W- 
V.  F.  W.,  Junior 
NMPenM  W  P.  H.  S..  the  Y.  W.  II. 
A.,  the  Oakdale  Ladies'  Aid.  A.  s. 
..  a  friend  and  Portland 
Tories   of  Elks. 
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Christmas  Party 
For  Blind,  Friday 

"Just  a  Jolly  Good  Time  for 

AH,"  Says  Chairman 

William  Bissett 


"Just  a  jolly  Christmas  parly  for 
the  blind  of  Portland"  is  the  way  that 
William  Bissett  describes  the  party 
which  is  to  be  given  at  Pythian  Tem- 
ple on  Friday  evening,  December  19, 
and  as  he  is  the  chairman  of  ar- 
rangements,  he  ought  to  know. 

"There    will    be   a   tree,    gaily    dec- 
!   for  the  ■    by   Clyde   H. 

Nchols:  Major  F.  E,  Phlbrook  will 
anta  Claus,  and  there  will  be 
en'ts  for  everybody.  Every1 
blind  person  in  the  city  is.  cordially 
invited  to  attend,  and  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Yellow  Taxicab 
Company  and  the  Black  and  White 
Taxi  Service,  even  those  who  are 
unable  to  walk  to  the  party  will  be 
enabled  to  get  there.  This  is  to  be 
a  gala  Christmas  for  the  blind  folic 
of  the  city,  the  first  of  its  kind  ever 
attempted  here,"  continued  Mr. 
sett,   "but  I  hope   it  is  not  the  last." 

Mrs.  Joseph  Kahili,  in  charge  of; 
the  entertainment,  has  arranged  a 
varied  program.  There  will  be  so- 
prano solos  by  Miss  Margaret  Welch 
and  Mrs.  Eva  McLean;  baritone  solos 
by  William  Lynch,  piano  selections 
by  Philip  Small,  the  six  year  old 
blind  boy  of  this  city,  and  readings 
by  Miss  Barbara  Littlelleld  and  Guy 
[Sweeney.  Mrs.  P.  Millet' and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Kahili  will  be  the  accompan- 
ists. The  Belmont  Orchestra  will 
also   furnish    music,  for    the   evening. 

This  party  is  made  possible  by  the 
kindness  and  the  generosity  of  Port- 
land people  and  men  and  women  as 
well  as.  the  children  will  be  made  to 
feel    the  true    Christmas    spirit. 


BISSETT'S  FUND 
FOR  CHRISTMAS  TO 
BUND  IS  $1,438 

Grocers  Volunteer  Supply 
30  Baskets  Food 

Announcement  was  made  yester- 
day that  the  fund  whereby  the  blind 
people  of  Portland  are  to  be  provided' 
with  a  Christmas  has  grown  to 
$1438.47.  Tliis  sum  was  obtained  hv 
donations  and  from  the  tag  day  re- 
cenUy  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind. 

In  addition  to  this  sum  of  money 
local  grocers  and  provision  dealers 
agreed  to  make  generous  con- 
tributions to  supply  Christmas  din- 
ners, and  at  least  30  baskets  will  go 
into  tho  .homes  of  blind  people  next 
Thursday.  Those  who  are  contrib- 
uting to  these  baskets  are  Cummlngsi 
Bros.,  Conant  Patrick  &  Co.,  the  II. 
J.  Heinz  Co.,  B.  L.  Donnell,  J.  J.  Con-t 
nolly,  Morrill  Bros.  &  Small,  the 
Mtlliken-Tomlinson  Co.,  and  the  A. 
and  P.  stores. 

The  blind  people  who  will  be  aided 
either  by  these  donations  or  by  other 
sifts  have  now  grown  to  110.  "Wil- 
liam H.  Bissett,  who  is  the  author  cf 
the  scheme  to  give  the  blind  men  and 
women  of  Portland  a  Christmas  party 
will  administer  the  fund. 


PortLgLviJl  >  Ma.  wye  ,  Stress. 


Bill  Bissett  Has 

Nearly  $1450  To 
Ente  mill  Blind 


Will  Now  Be  Able  To  Pro- 
vide Christmas  for 
110  Persons 


With  a  fund  of  a  little  less  than 
$1450— $1438.47  to  be  exact — as  the 
result  of  tag  day  activities  and 
checks  received,  Bill  Bissett  allows 
that  the  blind  of  Portland  and  vicini- 
ty are  going  to  have  a  corking  Christ- 
mas this  year. 

Bill  had  a  list  of  45  blind  folk  who 
were  to  be  remembered  at  the  tree 
and    entertainment      next      Saturday 


night,  when  he  began  to  plan  for  a 
Christmas  for  these  people,  and  now 
it  has  grown  to  110. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  th«   Yellow 
Taxi*  iiiy  and  the  Black  and 

White  Taxi  cab  Company,  he  has  been 
enabled  to  locate  many  of  the  blind 
ibis  week,  and  several  wholesale  and 
retail  concerns,  learning  of  his  desire 
1o  provide  baskets  for  some  of  the 
families  on  the  day  before  the  tree, 
have  volunteered  to  furnish  the  groc- 
eries and  other     good   things     to   fill 

Thirty  baskets,  at  least,  will  be  left 
at  homes  next  Thursday,  and  among 
who  have  agreed  to  se  that  they 
are  Cummings  Brothers,  Conant,  Pat- 
rick Company,  the  Heinz  pickle  con- 
cern, B.  1j.  Donnell,  J.  J.  Connolly, 
Morrill  Brothers  &  Small,  the  Milli- 
kcn-Tomllnson  Company  and  the  A. 
and  P.  stores*. 


VOLUNTEERS  TO  SING 
CONCERT  FOR  BLIND 


Photo  by  Roger  Paul  Jordan 

MISS  MARGARET  WELCH 
Who  will  sing  at  the  concert  for  the 
Blind,  Deo.  19 
One  of  the  many  volunteers  who 
will  take  part  in  the  concert  Dec.  19, 
at  Pythian  Temple,  for  the  blind  peo- 
ple of  Portland  is  Miss  Margaret 
Welch,  an  attractive  young  soloist 
of  this  City.  Miss  Welch  is  a  pupil 
of  Miss  Marion  A.  Carter,  and  one  of 
the  leading  sopranos  of  Portland. 
8he  sang  recently  at  the  Strand 
Theater  during  the  production  of  tho 
While  Sister,  and  was  exceedingly 
well  liked,  so  that  her  appearance 
at  this  concert,  which  Is  free  to  the 
public  as  well  as  to  the  blind  people 
of  the  City,  is  anticipated  with  much 
i  pleasure. 


f'c-cZ^jjYuL,  M*.ivi£"  Vr&bs-  H^^dLitL 


Bill  Bissett  Will  Play  Santa  Claus  First 
Time  In  His  Life  Today  And  Tomorrow 

Thirty    Families    of    Blind-Persons    Will    Get 

Christmas  Baskets  This  Afternoon  and  Then 

Conies  Big  Tree  With  Lots  of  Goodies 


For  the  first  time  in  his  lit«  Bill 
Bijset  is  going  to  play  Santa  Claus. 

Sans  beard  and  "bay  window."  but 
as  chock  full  of  gocd  cheer  as  the  old 
chap  himself,  B.I1  will  play  the  role 
of  the  good  saint  this  afternoon, 
v.  Inn  he  sets  forth  with  30  bask  ts  of 
good  things  to  be  distributed  a'a-.ng 
families  of  blind  folk  in  the  city  and 
its  environs. 

But  this  by  no  means  constitutes 
all  that  is  going  to  be  done  for  the 
blind  at  this  reason.  There  are  the 
entertainment  and  the  tree  that  are 
to  be  provided  for  150  of  th-se  unfor- 
tunate people  at  Pythian  Temple  to- 
morrow night. 

And  Bill  promises  that  here  is  so- 
ing  to  be  one  joly  big  surprise  for 
those  in  whose  behalf  the  tree  is\  to 
be  set  up.  What  it  is,  he  refused  to 
disclose  last  night,  for  ail  a  solemn 
promise  with  the  "cross-the-heart- 
.ind-die-"  stuff  was  made. 

"Just  wait  and  see."  remarked  Bdl. 

All  yesterday  afternoon  people 
were  busily  engaged  doing  up  han- 
dles for  the  Christmas  for  th»  Hind 


at  Republican  headquarters  in  the 
new  Clapp  Building,  and  more  checks 
and  more  donations  of  provisions  and 
r.ther  things  were  received  during  tha 
day. 

Among  those  sending  checks  were1 
County  Attorney  Ralph  M.  Ingall--,  S. 
Arthur  Paul  and  Fiederick  J.  Laugh-' 
'in,  while  there  were  donations  riom. 
Judge  Edward  C.  Reynolds,  Edward 
F  Hillmar,,  John  C.  Cobo  and  Br. 
Herbert  F.  Twitchell.  Groceries  were 
e  eived  from  the  Twitchell  Ohamp- 
lin  Company  and  Lyman  B   Chipman. 

Every  child  whose  father  is  bli  d — 
and  there  are  ten  or  a  dozen  of  theso 
young  ter- — Is  going  to  get  a  present 
at  the  tree  Friday  night,  and  all  ho 
hi  nd  in  the  city  are  going  to  havt 
something  nice  and  "comfy." 

The  exercises  will  begin  at  7  45, 
with  brief  addresses  bv  Bill  anj 
County  Attorney  Ingalls,  and  then 
the  entertainment  will  follow. 

After  that  Major  E.  E.  PhilbrooJcJ 
all  crdled  up  in  a  Santa  Clans  suit, 
will  distribute  the  gifts  and — that 
surprise  will  be  forthcoming. 


MISS     BARBARA     LITTLEFIELD 
Who    will    take    part    in    the    enter- 
tainment for  the  blind  this  evening  at 
Pythian    Temple.      Miss    Littleficld    is 
a  talented   reader. 


One  bundled  and  twenty  blind 
men,  women  and  children  will  make 
the  acquaintance  cf  Santa  Claus  to- 
night at  Pythian  Temple  in  the 
first  Christmas  party  ever  held  for 
the  blind  people  of  Portland.  Rain  or 
shine,  snow  or  sleet,  the  party  will 
be  held.  Yellow  taxicabs  and 'black 
ai:d  white  taxicabs,  volunteered  for 
the  evening  free  of  charge  will  dart 
l>at)<  and  forth  carrying  blind  pas- 
sengers to  Pythian  Temple  and 
everything  within  |he  hall  will,  be 
snug    and    warm. 

Starting  originally  with  45  blind 
people  William  H.  Bissett,  who  first 
conceived  the  idea  of  a  Christmas 
celebration  for  the  blind, 
creased  his  list  until  It  now  numbers 
ind  he  urges  that  any  blind  man 
or  woman  who  has  not  beer,  reached 
notify  him  at  i!60  Park  avenue  so 
that  Santa  Claus  may  pay  a  call  be- 
Christmas  day. 

Santa  Claus  will  bo  at  tonight' 8 
party  in  the  person  of  Mai.  E.  10. 
phllbrook  and  will  distribute  an 
abundance  of  gifts  to  the  blind  folk. 
There  will  be  brief  speeches  by  0^*411- 

ttorney    Ralph    M.    Ingalls    ana- 
Mr,    Bissett    and   a  program   of  music 
ind    readings. 

l-enl   CJfr 

TSy       when      Mr.       Big 
30    visits    to    distribute    Chrtst- 
'"«    baskets.    In    only    two    '"stances, 


did  he  find  the  people  lie  came  Co 
call  upon  out,  and  In  each  home 
where  he  left  a  basket  he  stopped  to 
i  brief  eall  and  to  voice  a 
Christmas  greeting. 

Mr.    Blssett    was  enthusiastic  ovor 

the   plans   tor  tonight's   program   to- 

and  said  that  the  c:  -operdlon  of 

nd    people    had    insured    a    very 

Merry  Christmas  indeed  for  the  blind 

.^_^__ - 


RYAN-BUM  JAN^ADI 
^  FARMER|SJLMANAG  FAMOUS 

Annually  for  Past  43  Years  He  Has  Toured  Maine  AIon< 
and  Unassisted — Sells  About  20,C00  Books  Each  Trip 
Is  Working  in  Interest  of  New  Dormitory  at  the  Main' 
Institution  for  the  Blind — A  Remarkable  School — It. 
History,  Needs  and  the  Work  Done  There  Salvaging 
•    Humanity's  Scrap  Heap. 


Ryan,  the  blind  almanac  peddler, 
came  to  Bangor  'his  week  en  his 
forty-third  animal  torn-  of  Maine,  and 
as  usual  he  finds  business  good,  for 
everybody  knov.s  him,  and  will  wait 
for  him  to  come  around  rather  than 
buy  an  almanac  in  the  bookstore.  To- 
day at  60  years  the  sightless  traveler 
seems  as  active  and  cheerful  as  e/er, 
and  he  sets  more  out  of  life  than 
many  a  man  of  better  fortune  and 
faculties  unimpaired.  Stricken  to- 
tally blind  at  the  age  of  eight, 
through  paralysis  of  the  optic  nerve, 
Ryan  has  never  given  up  the  light, 
jhev  ired,  but  has  worked  like 

la  beaver  at  whatever  came  to  his 
hand,  and  toda-y  is  entirely  independ- 
ent of  others,  safely  past  want.  Not 
only  has  he  Itelped  himself,  but  he 
has  labored  long  and  hard  for  others, 
pnd  to  his  efforts  the  blind  of  Maine 
owe  the  tine  institution  in  Portland 
where  so  many  of  them  have  been 
trained  to  self  support. 

Ryan  was  born  in  Portland  in 
1 S 6  1 ,  the  son  of  a  sea  captain.  It  was 
four  years  after  being  stricken  blip* 
thai    i  le  his  first  effort  p   *elf- 

Hon.  .lames  P.  Bnx- 
ter,  one  of  Portland's  wealthiest  and 
bed    men.    gave    the      blind 
bo  dollar  bill,  with  which  he 

bou  "1(1 

8la]  in    the   city 

streets.  In  1*82  he  began  to  sell  the 
Old  Maine  'and  Farmers'  almanacs, 
,a,,,i  year    since    then    lie    has 

qg  all  the  prin" 
d  towns  At  first  he  sold 
now    he    dis- 
.l      all     over     the 
;iik1  be  never  has  had  much 
ay    about 
■  asieet 
him   to    D  Witt   parts 


of  New  York  next;  Boston  bad,  but 
Hangor  worst  of  all  He  knows  his 
home  city  of  Portland  so  well  that 
frequently  he  shows  strangers  about 
there  Motor  cars  worry  him  some, 
they  became  so  numerous,  but 
the  bicycle  that  he  fears  most, 
because,  although  his  hearing  is  very 
acute,  they  come  so  swiftly  and  si- 
lently upon  him  that  he  runs  great 
risks  unless  warned  or  guided.  Guided 
by  his  keen  and  long  cultivated  sense 
of  feeling  and  direction,  and  aided 
by  his  stick,  Ryan  goes  about,  the 
hundreds  of  towns  along  his  route 
with  as  much  confidence  as  most  per- 
sons of  unimpaired  sight 

In  1902,  when  Frank  YV  (Me vela nd, 
then  superintendent  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Institute  for  the  Blind,  now  of 
ibia  Institute  in  Washington, 
made  a  tour  of  Maine  explaining  in- 
dustrial work  and  opportunities  for 
the  blind,  Ryan  at  once  became  in- 
terested and,  starting  out  with  a  pe- 
tition, obtained  more  than  40.000  sig- 
natures favoring  the  founding  of  the 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
Portland  Ryan,  with  William  Lynch 
of  Portland  and  W  R  Trask  of  Chel- 
sea, Me.,  two  of  his  close  friends,  or- 
ganized the  original  association, 
which  was  Incorporated  under  the 
Maine  laws  in  1905,  and  through  per- 
sistent effort  an  appropriation  of 
$40,000  finally  was  obtained  from  the 
legislature  for  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  the   building 

This  school  for  the  blind  Is  con- 
ducted very  much  those  in 
other  states,  affording  an  opportunity 
for  the     siaihtless     to     barn     ii 

.  and  in  this  way  it  has  made 
many  of  them,  men  and  women,  self- 
supporting 

To  this  institution  Ryan  will  turn 
in  tl*  net  proceeds  of  his  present 
tour  of  almanac   selling,  and  once  a 


WILIJAM    J.     RYAX 


year  he  aranges  a  concert,  at  which 
nil  the  performers  are  blind,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the 
work  He  Is  a  pretty  gooa"  musician 
himself 

FIRE    PROOF    DORMITORY 

A  state  wide  appeal  Is  now  being 
made  by  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  to  provide  for  expansion 
in  the  form  of  a  fireproof  dormitory 
a  much  needed  building,  as  the  pres- 
ent quarters  are  crowded,  and  many 
deserving  are  turned  away  because 
of  inadequate  housing  capacity. 

Because  of  this  lack  of  housing 
the  present  amount  of  aid  from  the 
.state  was  cut  between  20  to  40  per 
cent  of  that  formerly  given,  the  labor 
of  the  blind  making  up  the  go  to  80 
per  cent  needed  to  run  the  establish- 
I  -a  wonderful  record — probably 
unequalled. 

From  a  humble  beginning  The 
Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind  has 
grown  until  today  its  property  cov- 
ers more  than  five  acres!  There  is 
;i  fine  building  where  are  located  the 
various  workshops,  there  is  a  dormi- 
tory for  the  women  that  is  all  that 
could  be  desired,  there  is  a  brick 
dwelling  for  the  superintendent  and 
Ins  family  and  there  is  a  house  fac- 
ing Deering  avenue  which  is  used  as 
a  dormitory  for  men.  But  it  is  al- 
ready crowded.  It  is  a  wooden  struc- 
ture for  such   purposes. 

It  is  unsuited  in  design,  in 
arrangement  of  the  rooms  in  its 
heating  apparatus,  in  its  sanitary 
arrangements  for  other  purpose  than 
the  private  house  for  which  it  was 
originally  built.  Seventeen  men  are 
making  their  home  in  this  building. 
There  are  no  fire  escapes — in  brief 
if  the  institution  is  to  carry  on  its 
present  wonderful  work  and  if  it  is 
to  broaden  its  scope  it  must  have  a 
new  men's  dormitor> .  brick  and  fire- 
proof, modern  in  every  respect.  This 
is  a  most  imperative  need. 
BLIND  AT  WORK 

And  the  institution  teaches  the 
blind  trades.  The  principal  lines 
are  reseating  chairs,  in  the  several 
styles,  putting  in  new, backs,  clean- 
ing and  making  over  mattresses,  and 
the  business  of  making  brooms. 

The  broom  making  business  is  a 
revelation  to  one  who  sees  it  done  by 
the  blind  men  at  the  school.  Not 
more  than  15  minutes  elapses  from 
the  time  when  the  cheerful  workers 
after  starting  with  the  rough  broom 
corn  until  they  turn  out  the  finished 
article.  > 

The  machines  for  the  various 
stages  of  the  operation  of  making 
a  broom  are  ingenious  and  arranged, 
of  course,  so  the  fingers  tell  the 
woikers  all  they  want  to  know.  One 
man  in  the  broom  department  has 
the  record  of  84  1  rooms  in  a  single 
day.  As  high  rs  $22  a  week  has 
been  made  here  by  a  blind  worker 
although  the  men  average  from  $12 
to  $13  a  week. 


In  the  department  devoted  to  re- 
making mattresses  the  machine 
which  picks  and  cleans  the  dust  and 
dirt  out  of  the  hair  is  almost  as  un- 
canny as  is  the  skill  of  the  blind 
man  who  handles  it. 

The  women  are  largely  employed 
in  chair  reseating,  rug  making  and 
a  few  other  things  which  they  handle 
with  great  skill,  They  are  most  com- 
fortably quartered  in  their  fine  dor- 
mitory when  they  have  finished  their 
day's  work  in  the  work  rooms.  A 
recent  gift  to  them  from  the  k 
(Tub  was  a  Radio  ou^j|»<«rtfTfff 
greatly  api 


BISSETT  CONTINUES 
WORK  FOR  BLIND 

Bill  Bissett  didn't  stop  being  San- 
ta Claus  today  when  the  Christmas 
party  for  the  blind  was  over.  Ho 
started  right  out  this  morning  with 
Christmas  packages  to  deliver  to 
those  who  were  too  old  or  too  infirm 
to  attend  last  night.  This  mornincr 
he  made  20  calls.  This  afternoon  he 
delivered  30  additional  bundles,  his 
route  covering  the  distance  from 
Srroudwater  to  the  Marine  Hospital. 
and  swooping  around  to  take  in  the 
City  Home,  where  a  big  package  was 
delivered    for    al!    the    blind    Inmates. 

Last  night  just  on  the  eve  of 
leaving  for  the  Pythian  Temple 
Christmas  Mr.  Bissett.  received  tne 
names  of  10  addi+ional  blind  folk  for 
whom  no  provision  was  made,  and  he 
will  take  the  responsibility  of  rinding 
funds  enough  somewhere  to  provide 
them  with  Christmas  necessities  and 
just   a   few   Christmas   luxuries. 

Last  night  both  the  Yellow  and  the 
Black  and  White  cabs  were  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Bissett  and 
the  blind  folk,  and  this  morning 
"Bill"  made  his  rounds  in  a  Yellow 
""'-iim  am  an  ii  mni»  ■MMfin-nii — 1- 


Dfccft»vbe,r    2.0.    1^**-- 

Blind  Guests  of  Portlanders  at 

First  Christmas  Entertainment 

. 

Speakers  Plead  For  Proper  Opportunity  For  Those 
Afflicted — Telegrams  Containing  Dollar  Bill  Pro- 
vides Thrill  and  Climax  of  Joyous  Evenng  i 


A  special  messenger  boy  bearing 
120  telegraph  envelopes,  one  for 
each  of  the  blind  men,  women  and 
children  In  attendance  at  Portland's 
flrBt  Christmas  entertainment  foT  the 
blind  last  evening  at  Pythian  Tem- 
ple provided  the  thrill  of  the  even- 
ing, for  each  of  these  envelopes 
when  torn  open  disclosed  a  crisp, 
new  one-dollar  bill. 

This  was  Santa  Claus*  final  be- 
stowal upon  these  afflicted  folk 
after  he  had  thrust  upon  them  arm- 
luls  of  useful  gifts  from  a  gaily 
decorated  tree,  entertained  them 
with  a  fine  program,  and  otherwise 
shared  with  them  so  generously  his 
Christmas  bounty  that  tears  of  grat- 
itude fell  from  many  blind  eyes  be- 
fore the  evening  was  over. 

It  was  a  strange  commingling  of 
joy  and  sadness — that  Christmas 
party.  Joy,  pure,  unmitigated  joy 
was  in  the  faces  of  the  blind  people. 
It  was  the  spectators  who  had  lumps 
in  their  throats  and  swallowed  a 
bit  hard  as  Santa  Claus  made  the 
rounds  with  his  Christmas  bounty, 
and  as  brave  "Bill"  Bissett,  himself  a 
blind  man,  rose  and  told  briefly  and 
fcimply  the  story  of  how  he  happened 
to  engage  In  this  project  to  bring 
Christmas  cheer  to  Portland's  blind. 
For  to  those  who  looked  on  the  af- 
fliction of  blindness  seemed  far  more 
terrible  than  to  those  who  are  bear- 
ing it  with  fortitude,  and  have  be- 
come accustomed  to  it  from  long- 
time habit. 

But  for  the  sad  little  undercurrent, 
the  feeling  of  regret  that  these  men, 
women  and  children  must  bear  their 
handicap  through  life,  the  party  was 
perhaps  the  most  joyous  of  the 
Christmas  season,  because  every  gift 
went  where  it  was  needed,  and  every 
gift  spelled  a  Christmas  of  unusual 
plenty. 

That  Portland  fell  in  with  "Bill" 
Bissett's  project  with  enthusiasm 
was  indicated  by  the  fact  that  Pyth- 
ian Tempheo«ias_cxowded  to  the  doors 


with  spectators  of  last  evening's  pro- 
gram, and  there  was  little  doubt  that 
every  spectator  had  been  a  contribu- 
tor. 

The  program  included  a  brief  talk 
by  "Bill"  Bissett,  who  was  greeted 
with  a  storm  of  applause  by  his  fel- 
low blind  folk,  by  Countl  Attorney 
Ralph  M.  Ingalls,  who  expressed  the 
hope  that  this  addition  to  Portland's 
Christmas  projects  might  be  of  a  per- 
manent nature,  and  by  Augustus  E. 
Small,  a  talented  blind  boy  of  six 
who  played  several  piano  selections, 
one  of  them  of  his  own  composition. 

In  introducing  his  small  son  Mr, 
Small  spoke  with  deep  pathos  of  the 
condition  of  the  blind  in  Maine,  and 
said  that  this  State  was  50  years  be- 
hind other  states  in  its  treatment  of 
them.  He  pleaded  that  Rroper  op-' 
portunities,  educational  and  other- 
wise, be  afforded  them  so  that  they 
need  not  become  objects  of  charity, 
but  might  be  self- supporting. 

Mr.  Small  was  received  with  a 
great  ovation  as  was  the  slm,  blonde- 
haired  boy  who  played  so  delight- 
fully and  with  such  obvious  talent. 
He  and  the  other  two  performers  on 
the  program  were  totally  blind:  Mrs. 
Eva  McLean  and  William  Lynch, 
both  of  whom  gave  vocal  solos.  There 
were  also  solos  by  Mrs.  Anna  Booker 
and  Miss  Margaret  Welch,  readings 
by  Miss  Barbara  Littlefleld  and  Guy 
Sweeney,  a)hd  music  by  the  Belmorrt 
orchestra.  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Kahili 
arranged  this  highly  enjoyable  fea- 
ture  of   the  evening's   program. 

Maj.  E.  E.  Phllbrook  introduced  the 
performers,  and  also  presided  over 
the  festivities  at  the  close,  when 
gifts  were  presented,  and  made  an 
ideal  Santa  Claus. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Bissett 
headed  the  committee  in  charge,  and 
were  assisted  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Hill.  Mrs. 
Clyde  H.  Nichols,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Doane, 
Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Symonds,  Miss  Ger- 
trude Prlnn,  Mrs.  Kahili  and  Major 
Phllbrook. 
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PORTLAND  BLIND 
/^EXPRESS  GRATITUDE 

Thank  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bis- 
sett  and  All  Who  Aided 

"Blind  men  and  women  of  Port- 
land today  voiced  their  gratitude  for 
the  generosity  of  Portland  people 
which  on  last  Friday  evening  ush- 
ered in  for  them  such  a  noteworthy 
Christmas  season. 

Speaking  as  their  representative, 
one  of  their  number  said  to  the 
Evening   Express  today: 

"To  all  those  whose  generous  con- 
tribution of  goods  or  money  made 
possible  the  memorable  event  of 
last  Friday  night,  to  the  talent"  who 
gave  tli"  pleasurable  program,  and 
to  all  who  had  a  part  even  in  the 
smallest  degroe  in  this  first  Christ- 
inas tree  for  the  blind.  we,  the  sight- 
less people  of  Portland  and  vicinity, 
desire  to  express  our  appreciation 
and  heartfelt  thanks.  It  is  good  to 
know  that  there  are  humane  men 
and  women  who  are  glad  to  give  of 
their  time  and  means  that  they  may 
help  to  make  easier  the  endeavor*'to 
bear  with  fortitude  a  handicap  which 
at  best  must  cast  its  shadow  upon 
your    life. 

"Special  mention  must  be  made 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Bissett 
and  the  committee  in  charge  by 
whose  foresight,  zeal  and  untiring 
effort  this  first  Christmas  tree  for 
the  blind  became  "a.  successful  ac- 
complishment.  We  feel  the  deepest 
respect  for  them  and  the  greatest 
appreciation   for   thier  efforts." 


Kecent  contributors  to  the  store  of 
Christmas  cheer  for  the  blind  folk 
of  Portland  include  the  Railroad  Spa, 
Kavanaugh  l.ros.  Van  Blarcom,  Abe 
FYeedman,  Shaw's  upper  store,  the 
Cushman  Baking  Co.,  the  Hilborn 
Bakery  and  the  Hillside  Market  at 
South    Portland. 

To  date  William  Bissett,  who  un- 
dertook to  raise  the  fund  to  give  the 
blind  people  of  Portland  a  Christmas 
celebration  lias  distributed  130  bas- 
kets, all  of  them  laden  with  worth- 
while things  to  give  the  blind  folk 
ft    Merry   Christmas. 
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Blind  To  Make  Plea 

For  Field  Agent 

Special  Tlespatrh   to  The  Preis  Herald 

Augusta,  Febye. — Wm.  J.  Ryan  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Bissett  of  Portland 
arrived  in  tire  city  today  as  the  ad- 
vance guaaQ  of  a  large  delegation  of 
those  interested  In  the  work  for  the 
blind  of/ the  state  who  will  appear 
before  the  Pension  Committee  tomor- 
row. 

Mr.  Ryan  Is  the  general  agent  of 
the  State  School  for  the  Blind  and  is 
well  known  throughout  the  state  be- 
cause of  his  annual  visit  to  all  of 
the  larger  communities  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sale  of  the  Maine 
Farmers  Almanac.  Mr.  Bissett  is 
a  former  Councilman  of  the  City  of 
Portland. 

The  measure  in  which  they  are  in- 
terested and  which  will  be  heard  be- 
fore the  Pensions  Committee  at  two 
o'clock  tomorrow,  provides  for  a  field 
agent  and  guide  for  the  blind.  A 
field  agent  is  to  investigate  cases  of 
those  in  and  out  of  institutions  for 
the  blind  who  are  entitled  to  receive 
aid  from  the  state.  The  guide  is  to 
be  a  person  with  sight  who  is  to  ac- 
1-rmr-mr  thi)  At"— f"*"""   "' 


feart  land    Xu  Hi  &  Pre. 
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Makes  Appeal 

For  Field  A^ent 

For  the  Blln 


William  Bissett  Appears 
Before  the  Legislative  - 
Committee  on  Pensions 


Special  Despatch  to  The  Tress  Herald 
Augusta,  Feb.  3.— "If  you  will  give 
the  blind  who  are  physically  fit  to 
work  an  opportunity  to  learn  to  be 
self- supporting,  you  will  save  the 
State  all  its  blind  pension  in  five 
years,"  William  Bissett,  a  blind 
merchant  of  Portland,  told  the  Leg- 
islative Committee  on  Pensions  this 
afternoon  when  hearing  was  held  01 
a  bill  to  provide  for  a  field  agent 
for  the  blind,  and  a  guide. 


The     bill     was     introi  I    the 

Legislature  by  Senator  Harry  L 
Cram  of  Cumberland,  and  he  ex- 
pluined  its  provisions  this  afternoon. 
It  Is  provided  that  the  field  agent 
shall  be  a  blind  person,  the  idea  be- 
ing. Senator  Cram  said,  that  one  whe 
is  blind  can  get  closer  to  blind  peo- 
ple than  anyone  else,  and  can  real- 
ize more  fully  the  situation  of  blind 
persons. 

The  field  agent  would  not  only  as- 
1  sist  such  persons  in  securing  State 
pensions,  but  would  help  them  to 
find  ways  of  earning  their  living,  aid 
them  in  their  personal  problems  and 
"create  a  spirit  of  uplift,"  said  Sen- 
ator Cram.  The  desire  of  the  bill  Is 
to  afford  as  much  relief  as  possible 
to  those  afflicted  with  blindness,  lie 
said. 

.  Mr.  Bissett  said  that  the  pro1 
law  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  air 
blind  person  who  is  able  to  do  any- 
thing for  himself  and  that  it  is  much 
better  to  give  the— blind  an  oppor- 
tunity to  earn  their  own  money  than 
to  make  them  objects  of  charity.  He- 
told  of  his  own  experience  after  he 
became  blind,  saying  that  he  had 
more  respect  for  himself  when  he 
found  he  could  do  simething  to  make 
a  living. 

Certain  minor  amendments  to  the 
bill  were  suggested  by  Representa- 
tive   Lausier   of    the    Committee    and 

,  met    with    the    approval    of    Senator 

I  Cram. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Chair- 
man Hussey  of  the  Committee,  Sen- 
ator Cra*n  said  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $5,000  yearly  would  be  ample 
to  cat>ry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
bill.  The  bill  might  not  carry  any 
appropriation  as  drawn. 

William  D.  Smith,  an  instructor  in 
the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  in 
Portland,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
saying"  that  the  field  agent  would  act 
as   welfare   worker   in    behalf   of   the 

blind  and  that  nobody  should  get  the 
idea  that  he  would  do  nothing  but 
comb    the    State    to    find    applicants 

for  State  pension. 

Others   who   favored   the    bill    were 

William  J.  Ryan  of  Portland,  Augus- 
tus Smith  of  Portland,  Representa- 
tive Franklin  D.  Cummings  of  Port- 
land    and  Representative     Rufus   K. 

Jordan  of  Westbrook. 
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Hearing  on  Bill 
To  Create  Field    (, 
Agent  for  Blind 

"If  you  willl  give  the  Mind  who 
are  physically  frt  to  work,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  to  be  self  supporting, 
you  will  save  the'  state  all  its  blind 
pension  money  in  five  year,"  William 
Bissett,  a  blind  merchant  of  Port- 
land, told  the  legislative  committee 
on  pensions  Tuesday  afternoon  when 


hearing  was  held  on  a  bill  to  provide( 
held  agent  for  t!ie  blind  and  a 
guide. 

The  hill  was  Introduced  in  the  leg-| 
ire  by  Senator  Harry  L.  Cram 
of  Cumberland,  and  he  explained  its 
provisions.  It  is  provided  that  the 
Held  agent  shall  lie  a  blind  person, 
the  idea  being,  Senator  Cram  said, 
that  one  woo  is  blind  can  get  closer 
to  blind  people  than  anyone  else  and 
can  realize  more  fully  the  situation 
of  blind  persons. 

The  field  agent  would  not  only 
afist  such  persons  in  securing  state 
pensions,  but  would  help  them  to  find 
ways  of  earning  their  living,  aid  them  [ 
in  their  personal  problems,  and  ere-  I 
ate  a  spirit  of  uplift,"  said  Senator 
The  desire  of  the  bill  is  to 
afford  as  much  relief  as  possible  to 
those  afflicted  with  blindness,  ho 
said. 

Mr.  Bissett  declared  that  the  pro- 
posed law  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  any  blind  person  who  is  able  to 
do  anything  for  himself,  and  that  it1 
is  much  better  to  give  the  blind  an 
opportunity  to  earn  their  own  money 
than  to  make  them  objects  of  chari- 
ty. He  told  of  his  own  experiences 
after  he  became  blind,  saying  that 
he  had  niore  respect  for  himself 
when  he  found  that  he  could  do 
something  to  make  a  living. 

Certain  minor  amendments  to  the 
bill  were  suggested  by  Rep.  Lausier 
of  the  committee,  and  met  with  the 
approval  of  Senator  Cram. 

"William  D.  Smith,  an  instructor  in 
the  Maine  institution  for  the  blind  in 
Portland,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
saying  that  the  field  agent  would  act 
as  welfare  worker  in  behalf  of  the 
blind,  and  that  nobody  should  get 
the  idea  that  he  would  do  nothing 
but  comb  the  state  to  find  applicants 
for  state  pensions. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Chair- 
man Hussey  of  the  committee.  Sena- 
tor Cram  said  that  an  appropriation 
of  if 5000  yearly  would  be  ample  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
The  bill  does  not  carry  any  appro- 
priation  as   drawn. 

Others  who  favored  the  bill  were 
William  .T.  Ryan  of  Portland,  Au- 
gustus Smith  of  Portland,  Represen- 
tative Franklin  D.  Cummings  of 
Portland  and  Representative  Rufus 
K.  Jordan  of  Westbrook. 
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SAYS  MAINE  CAN  S WE       . 

BLIND    PENSION   MONEY. 

Augusta.  Me.,  Feb.  5. — William 
Bissett,  a  blind  merchant  of  Port- 
lano1,  stated  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
a  hcarir.gr  before  thn  commit! ee  on 
pensions  that  if  the  blind  who  are 
physically  fit  to  work  are  given  an 
opportunity  to  learn  to  be  self-sup- 
porting, the  state  w  II  save  all  its 
olind  pension  mousy  in  five  years. 
The  hearing  was  „.i  a  U'll  t.0  provide 
i  field  agent  and  a  guide  for  the 
ilir.d.  vjiim 
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GIVE   BLmp    CHANCE 
TO    WORK,    PLEADS 
BLIND    MERCHANT 


AUGUSTA,  Feb.  4— William  Bissett. 
a  blind  merchant  of  Portland,  appear- 
ing at  a  hearing  before  the  committee 
on  pensions,  today  has  given  the  state 
something  to  think  about. 

He  declared  that  if  the  blind  who 
art:  physically  lit.  to  work  are  given 
an   opportunity    to    learn    to    be    self- 

supporting,  the  state  will  save  all  its 
blind  pension  money  in  ,  five  years. 
The  hearing  waskon  a  bill  to  provide 
a  field  agent  for  the  blind  and  a  guide. 

The  bill  was  introduced  by  Senator 
Harry  u  Cram  of  Cumberland,  and  he 
explained  its  provisions. 

It  is  provided  that  the  field  agent 
shall  he  a  blind  person,  the  idea  be- 
ing. Senator  Cram  said,  that  one  Who 
is  blind  can  get  closer  to  blind  people 
than  anyone  else  and  can  realize  more 
fully   tlie   situation  of   blind  persons. 


r\  vir,  uft'tift,  NUirvp,,  /lour  n*  V 
Feb.  13.    na.T. 

•  "   For  "InslrTute  for   Blind 
Cram   of   Cumberland — Resolve  ap- 
propriating   $17,500    for    each    of    the 
next  two  years  for  the  Maine  Insti- 
tute for  the  blind. 
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P.  H.  S.  NOTES 

K.  J.  Braden's  classes  in  social 
problems  are  studying  the  economic 
conditions  in  the  City  of  Portland. 
Very  frequently  the  classes  visit  in- 
stitutions in  the  City-at-laree  to 
study  the  problems  presented  therein. 
A  visit  was  paid  this  morning  to  the 
State  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
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Postpones  Blind  Agent  Bill 
Rep.  Flint  of  Mwmob  moved  indef- 
inite postponement  of  the  act  to 
provide  a  field  agent  and  guide  for 
the  blind.  "It  does  not  help  the 
majority  of  the  blind,"  said  Mr.  Flint. 
"There  were  175  applications  in  the 
Governor's  office  from  worthy  blind* 
but  they  cannot  be  granted  because 
of  lack  of  funds.  On  the  average 
these  blind  persons  are  too  old  (64  to 
75),  to  receive  much  help  from  the 
services  of  an  agent."  Rep.  Lam- 
son  of  South  'Portland  spoke  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  but  it  was  post- 
poned indeflntely  on  a  division  of 
the   House,    58   to   40. 
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Blind  Field  Agent 
Bill  Indefinitely 
Postponed  By  House 


Special   Despatch   to  The  Press   Herald 

Augusta,  April  6.— The  House  this 
afternoon  indefinitely  postponed  the 
act  to  provide  a  field  agent  and 
guide  for  the  bjiud.  the  vote  being 
58    to    40. 

Representative  Flint  of  Monson 
moving-  for  indefinite  postponement 
sai  :  the  bill  would  not  help  the  ma- 
jority of  the  blind.  "There  are  175 
applications  in  the  Governor's  office 
from  worthy  blind  but  they  cannot 
be  granted  because  of  lack  of 
funds."  he  said.  "On  the  average 
these  blind  persons  are  too  old,  from 
64  to  75,  to  receive  much  help  from 
the  service   of  an   agent." 

Representative  Larason  of  South 
Portland  spoke  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 
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Deallock  On  Blind 
Field  Agent 


Special  Despatch  to  The  Press  Herairl 
Augusta,  April  8 — The  Senate  this 
lfternoon  insisted  on  its  action  in 
passing  to  be  en—  ossed  the  act  to 
provide  a  field  agent  for  the  blind 
:ind  guide,  and  to  Insist  on  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  with  the  House 
which  had  adhered  in  indefinite  post' 
ponement.  Senator  Wadsworth  said 
passage  of  the  act  probably  meant 
that  the  $4000  in  salaries  would  be 
taken  from  the  $90,000  appropriation 
for  the  blind  and  thus  deprive  30  or 
40  Mind  people  of  pensions.  He  did 
not  insist  on  his  position. 


« A^\.  I  a^na,:r. 

One  of  the  laws  w.  oh  the  Legislature'— Emitted  to 
pass  at  its  last  session  was  an  act  creating  a  field  agent 
for  the  blind.  This  measure  which  was  sponsored  by 
some  of  the  blind  peopls  of  Portland  went  along  swim- 
mingly for  awhile  but  was  killed  at  the  last  minute,  on 
its  third  reading  we  believe.  Presumably  the  objection 
to  the  bill  was  that  it  added  another  Item  of  expense  to 
the  State's  budget.  This  is  a  very  laudable  reason,  for 
while  small  Items  like  this  will  make  little  or  no  differ- 
ence to  the  total  expenses  of  the  State  taken  alone  In  the 
aggregate  they  may  amount  to  quite  a  lot.  It  Is  by  tak- 
ing on  new  work  of  this  sort  from  time  to  time  that  the 
cost  of  running  the  State  has  assumed  Its  present  bur- 
densome proportions. 

At  the  same  time,  this  plan  for  a  field  agent  for  the 
blind  is  one  that  is  worthy  of  consideration  and  could 
very  profitably  be  adopted  at  some  future  time,  perhaps 
when  the  demand  from  unavoidable  objects  is  less  press- 
ing than  at  the  present  time. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  in  thousands  of  cases  that 
a  blind  person  In  possession  of  his  health  and  endowed 
with  ordinary  mentality,  can  be  made  self-supporting  by 
proper  training.  The  State  has  recognized  this  fact  in 
establishing  the  State  industrial  school  for  the  blind 
which  is  located  in  Portland.  At  this  school  blind  people 
are  taught  some  useful  occupation  at  which  they  can 
work  despite  their  unfortunate  condition  and  as  a  result 
of  this  training  become  able  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
without  depending  on  their  family  or  charity  for  main- 
tenance. This  Is  a  real  economy  and  In  the  end  saves 
rather  than  costs  the  State  money. 

It  is  true  that  despite  the  advantages  offered  at  the 
Portland  institution,  many  blind  people  do  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  facilities  offered.  In  some  cases  this  Is 
due  to  ignorance  on  the  part  of  blind  people  of  what  is 
being  done  there.  It  Is  said  that  there  are  blind  people 
in  Portland  who  know  nothing  about  Ihis  Institution. 
Another  reason  why  blind  people  do  not  take  the  train- 
ing they  could  get  here  is  lack  of  confidence  or  courage. 
Deprived  of  their  sight,  they  think  that  their  case  is 
hopeless  and  that  there  is  nothing  for  them  to  do  but 
let  others  take  care  of  them.  A  field  agent,  especially  a 
blind  field  agent,  could  do  much  to  inform  the  blind 
people  of  the  State  of  what  can  be  done  for  them  at  the 
local  institution  and  to  give  them  courage  to  make 
a  try. 

Most  of  the  large  states  of  the  union  have  such  an 
agent  as  has  been  asked  for  here  and  in  each  case  they 
do  worthwhile  work.  Because  the  bill  creating  a  field 
^gent  failed  at  this  session  certainly  is  no  reason  why 
the   project  sjiould  be  dropped. 
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BISSETT  MAKING  GOOD 
AS  PAINT  SALESMAN 

Made  34  Calls  and.  Four  Sales  on  First  Day  Out. 
May  Be  Sent  on  Road  Later 


WILLIAM    H.    "BEDL"    BISSETT 

Well   known   blind   man,    who   has   just   started    his   career   as  a  salesman. 


Fort  Lh^   Mpt<Tftli£rfr^rti.      - 


For  a  great  many  years  "Bill" 
Bissett  has  contended  that  there  is 
no  reason  why  a  blind  man  needs 
to  sit  and  twirl  his  thumbs,  despond- 
ent o\er  his  hard  lot,  and  feel  that 
the   world    owes   him  a   living. 

"Go  out  and  earn  your  living"  has 
always  been  the  admonition  o£  the  I 
genial  blind  man,  who  is  known  to 
thousands  of  patrons  '  of  league 
games  as  one  of  Portland's  most 
enthusiastic  baseball  fans,  and  to  the 
West  End  public  as  proprietor  for  a 
considerable  period  of  a  highly  pop- 
ular and   well -patronized  news   shop. 

Bill  has  always  said  that  a  blind 
man  can  make  good  at  almost  any 
profession  or  occupation  which  is 
open  to  his  sighted  neighbor,  if  he 
will  only  apply  himself,  and  several 
times  he  has  proven  it  to  his  own 
satisfaction,  and  to  the  immense  sat- 
isfaction of  his  blind  friends,  who 
look  up  to  Bill  as  a  shining  example. 

Now  he  is  in  the  process  of  prov- 
ing it  again,  and  proving  It  in  quite 
the  most  remarkable  fashion  that 
ha?  yet  fallen  to  his  lot,  for  this 
week  Bill  started  his  career  as  a 
salesman. 

"Oh.  yes."  you  will  think — "selling 
shoe  laces  or  something  of  that  sort" 
—having  in  mind  the  good  blind  folk 
who  are  occasionally  led  into  your 
office  to  dispose  of  minor  wares. 

Rut  not  3^111.  It"  he  is  to  tackle  a 
salesman's  job  he  intends  to  tackle 
a  good,  hard  one.  He  intends  to  sell 
something  that  sighted,  salesmen 
sometimes  have  a  hard  time  to  put 
over- -not  a  commodity  of  which  the 
purchase  price  is  so  small  that  the 
average  individual  who  is  buying  it 
will  take  it  without  stopping  to  think 
whether  ]-,-  really  wants  it  or  not. 

That  is  way,  during  the  past  week, 
he  engaged  himself  to  the  Burgess 
Fobes    Co.   as   a   salesman. 

It  is  a  far  cry,  so  the  average  per- 
son would  think,  from  the  usual  em- 
ployment of  a  blind  man' to  have  him 
attempt  to  sell  any  part  of  the  prod- 
uct of  such  an  institution  as  the  Bur- 
gess Fobes  Co.,  but  Bill  blithely  sal- 
lied forth  to  demonstrate  that  a 
sightless  salesman  can  disnose  of  lu- 
bricating oil  and  motor  oils,  as  well 
as  a  person  with  two  good  eyes,  and 
If  his  experiences  of  the  first  few 
days  are  prophetic  of  Bill's  commer- 
cial future,  then  he  has  accomplished 
the  unaccomplishable. 

"How  did  you  happen  to  employ  a 
blind  salesman?"  seemed  a  fair 
enough  question  to  put  to  Lester  K. 
Wtillace.  sales  manager  of  the  Bur- 
gess Fobes  Co..  and  so  a  Sunday 
Telegram  reporter  put  It  to  him. 

Mr.  Wallace  shrugged  his  shoul- 
ders. "Well,  you  know  Bill's  a  good 
scout,"  he  explained,  paying  tribute 
to  that  gift  of  personality  which  is 
one  of  the  prize  possessions  of  Wi! 
liam  TT.  Bissett.  salesman.  "Some- 
how '"  othei  he  had  a  persuasive  wav 
him.  When  he  came  down  to 
Cor  a  Job,  and  told 


me  that  he  could  sell  my  product 
just  as  well  as  a  sighted  salesman 
could,  his  line  of  argument  certainly 
sounded  convincing.  And  if  Bill 
could  hypnotize  an  employer  of  men 
In  two  or  three  minutes  by  virtue  of 
his  eloquence  I  didn't  see  why  the 
same  thing  shouldn't  work  with  a 
(customer. 

"I  think  everybody  admires  Bill's 
Independence,  his  anxiety  to  be  ab- 
solutely self-supporting.  I  do.  And 
it  appealed  to  me  that  he  was  willing 
to  take  a  chance  In  a  much  more  ven- 
turesome field  than  he  has  yet  en- 
countered. It  seemed  to  me  that  I 
might  gamble  a  bit  on  Bill's  makiqjj 
good,  and  I  guess  my  judgment  hasrrt 
been  so   bade  after  all." 

Bill  started  his  new  labors  Thurs- 
day morning,  and  Thursday  after- 
noon the  Telegram  checked  up  with 
Mr.  Wallace  to  see  exactly  how  Bill 
was  making  out. 

Bill  certainly  began  his  commer- 
cial career  in  a  blaze  of  glory.  He 
made,  all  told,  22  calls  In  the  morn- 
ing and  12  in  the  afternoon.  A  total 
of  34  calls  in  one  day  would  have 
been  a  tax  on  the  energy  of  a  sight- 
ed salesman,  but  it  didn't  wear  out 
Bill  one  particle.  He  had  that  in- 
domitable spirit  of  his  to  encourage 
him — that  firm  determination  to 
"make  good."  At  the  end  of  the  34th 
call  he  was  either  as  fresh  as  when 
he  started  out  in  the  morning  or  he 
was  telling  one  of  those  courageous 
lies,  making  light  of  his  weariness, 
which    so    endear    Bill   to   his    friends. 

Bill  was  happy  and  smiling  and  so 
was  Sales  Manager  Wallace,'  and  the 
reason  lay  in  the  fact  that  in  his 
very  first  sortie  into  the  marts  of 
business   Bill   had   made  four   sales. 

"That's  more  than  we  would  ex- 
pect from  a  sighted  salesman,  abso- 
lutely new  to  the  business,  In  a  single 
day,"  Mr.  Wallace  commented.  "Bills 
certainly  started  out  like  a  whirl- 
wind." 

All  the  rest  of  the  week  Bill  kept 
plugging  away,  hunting  up  dealers, 
making  calls,  and  with  honeyed  elo- 
quence urging  the  excellence  of  his 
product,  and  results  came  from  those 
calls,  so  that  Bill's  first  half  week  as 
a  salesman  closes  with  satisfaction 
to  himself  and  his  employers. 

Bill  has  insisted  upon  being  taken 
on  at  Burgess  Fobes'  on  a  strictly 
business  basis.  There  will  be  no 
concessions  made  to  him  on  account 
of  his  lack  of  sight,  and  his  compen- 
sation will  be  just  the  same  percent- 
age that  every  other  salesman  earns 
on   business  delivered. 

For  the  present  Bill  will  traverse 
the  City  and  suburbs.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  a  little  later  he  may 
be  sent  on  the  road. 
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field  Agent  tor  Blind 
Will  Be  Sought  Again 


Annual    Meeting    of    Fraternal 

Assn.  for  Blind  Will  Be 

Held  June  10 


Discussion  of  plans  for  the  annu- 
al June  meeting  took  place  at  a 
meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  the 
-Maine  Fraternal  Association  of  the 
Blind  held  at  the  Columbia  Hotel 
Saturday  afternoon. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  as- 
sociation will  be  held  at  the  Advent 
Church.  Park  Avenue,  June  10,  at 
which  time  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  coming  year  will  be  held. 

The  determination  to  continue  to 
bend  every  effort  at  the  next  legisla- 
tive session  to  put  through  the  bill 
for  establishing  a  Held  agent  for  the 
blind  oil  this  State,  was  decided  at 
this  meeting  by  the  trustees  of  the 
organization  which  had  backed  the 
bill  defeated  before  the  last  Legisla- 
ture. 

An  extensive  program  of  speaking 
and  entertainment  is  being  planned 
for  the  June  meeting. 
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BLEVO  EXHIBIT  TO 
BE  FEATURE  OF 
HOMES  EXHIBIT 

Exposition  Will   Be   Held 

Expo  Hall  Entire  Week 

Of  June  1 

Quite  apart  from  the  many  booths 
and  exhibits  of  the  most  up-to-date 
mechanicil  and  electrical  appliances 
at  the  Belter  Homes  Exposition  to  be 
held  at  the  Portland  Exposition 
Building  the  entire  week  of 
June  1,  will  be  the  display  main- 
tained by  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  where  the  skill  of  these  Wind 
men  will  be  demonstrated  in  the 
manufacture  of  brooms,  the  seating 
hairs  and  other  household  arts 
which    are    rapidly    passing    our. 

Much  interest  in  the  Exprsition 
s  itself  among  local  dealers  and 
manufacturers  who  are  exhibiting  at 
the  fhow.  The  spirit  of  co-operation 
between  the  exhibitors  and  the  man- 
premise  of  success,  and 
if  is  certain  that  the  show  will  be 
entertaining,  instructive  and  educa- 
tional to  thousands,  coming  as  it 
does  during  the  first  week  of  the 
month  which  is  traditionally  given 
over  to   the  starting  of  new  homes. 
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BLIND  A55  IN  HULi;o      -i 

ANNUAL  MEETING  IN 
PORTLAND  TODAY 

The  22nd  annual  convention  of 
the  Maine  Fraternal  Association  of 
the  Blind  is  being  held  in  Port- 
lay  today,  at  the  Advent  Christian 
Church  on  Park  avenue.  Election 
of  officers  and  annual  buisness  will 
feature    the    sessions. 

This  evening,  also  at  the  Advent 
church,  the  annual  concert  and 
entertainment  for  the  blind  will  be 
held,  beginning  at  8.  The  program 
includes  quartet  and  solo  music, 
both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and 
the  following  artists  will  be  heard: 
Mrs.  Frank  Morton,  North  Wind- 
ham, and  Mrs.  Eva  MacLean,  Port- 
land, soprano  soloists;  Miss  Char- 
lotte "Webb  and  Miss  Dorothy  Par- 
ker, North  Windham,  readers;  Miss 
Jones,  pianist;  the  Evening  Express 
male    quartet. 

Tomorrow  the  corporation  of  the 
Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind  will 
meet  in  annual  session  at  2  in  the 
afternoon.  Election  of  directors 
will  be  one  of  the  important  phases 
of  the  meeting. 
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Bissett  Elected 
President  of  the 
Blind  Fraternity 

Members  From  All  Parts  of 

State  Attend  Session  in 

Portland 


William  Bissett  of  Portland  was 
elected  president  of  the  Maine  Fra- 
ternal Association  of  the  Blind  for 
the  ensuing  year  at  theTTrid  annual 
convention  held  at  the  Advent 
Church,    Park    Avenue    yesterday. 

That  the  purpose  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  for  the  uplift  of  the  blind 
people  of  Maine,  to  bind  them  to- 
gether in  ties  of  friendship  and  to 
place  them  before  the  public  was 
asserted  by  Mr.  Bissett  in  his  address 
of  welcome  at  the  entertainment  held 
at    the   church   last   night. 

Blind  persons  from  all  over  the 
state  were  present  at  the  convention. 
Those  places  represented  wer  Bid- 
deford,  Lisbon,  Augusta,  Bangor. 
Skowhgan,    Rockland    and    Auburn. 
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The  other  officers  of  the  associa- 
tion elected  yesterday  were,  first 
vice-president,  George  McGibney: 
second  vice-president.  L.  J.  Mac-key; 
secretary  C.  E.  Debeck;  treasurer,  W. 
.1.  Ryan;  e.\ecutive_committee  H.  B. 
Hodgdon,  Yarmouth*;  H.  C.  White, 
Portend;  W.  J.  Ryan,  Portland;  E. 
Astler  Portland;  sergeant  at  arms, 
George  Perreault,  Auburn;  commit- 
tee on  ways  and  means,  William 
Lynch,  W.  J.  Ryan,  II.   P.  Hodsdon. 

The  nominating  committee  ap- 
painted  were  G.  R.  Scatesm  Acton, 
II  C.  White  Portland,  Miss  Maudo 
Jones,  "Washburn. 

A  musical  entertainment  was  held 
at  the  church  last  night.  Philip  Small, 
the  young  blind  son  of  Augustus  E. 
Small  of  15S  Pearl  Street  stood  out 
among  the  entertainers.  The  boy, 
never  having  taken  a  piano  lesson  in 
his  life  is  able  to  play  any  tune  or 
.nelody  to  which  he  listens. 

Other  entertainers  were,  Mrs.  Frank 
Morton,  North  Windham;  Mrs.  Eva 
McClean,  Portland,  soprano  soloists; 
Miss  Charlotte  Webb,  and  Miss  Dor- 
othy Parker,  North  Windham,  read- 
ers; Miss  Jones,  pianist;  and  the 
Evening   Express   Male  Quartet. 

The  annual  session  of  the  corpora- 
tion   of    the    Maine    Institute    for    the 
Blin  will  be  held  this  afternoon  at  2 
o'clock   at   which   the   election   of   di- 
rectors will  take  place. 
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BLIND  OF  PORTLAND 
WILL  ATTEND  KEITH'S 

Through  the  efforts  of  William  H. 
(Bill)  Bissett,  the  well  known  blind 
man  who  has  recently  scored  a  new 
success  as  salesman  for  the  Burgess 
&  Fobes  Co.,  the  blind  men  and  wo- 
men of  Portland  and  vicinity  will  be 
privileged  to  attend  Keith's  Theater 
matinee  on  Saturday  and  enjoy  the 
performance  of  their  blind  comrade. 
Mollie  Fuller,  who  is  one  of  the  Keith 
artists  this  week.  The  Invitation  to 
attend  the  theater  applies  not  only  to 
the  blind  people  themselves,  but  to 
their  guides,  and  the  event  will  !>o  a 
noteworthy  one  in  the  annals  of  the 
blind   of   Portland. 
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PUBLIC  BEQUESTS 
IN  JORDAN  WILL 

Hospitals,    Colleges     and 
Societies  to  Benefit 


Special  Dispatch  to  the  Globe 

PORTLAND.  Me,  June  26— In  the  will 
of  Eliza  J.  Jordan,  who  died  Juno  17  la 
New  Gloucester,  many  publlo  and  pri- 
vate bequests  are  made  after  which  half 
the  residue  goes  to  Baits  College  and 
haif  to  the  Central  Maine  General  Hos- 
pital In  Lewlston.  Jed  V.  Fanning  of 
this  city  and  Walter  D.  Noyes  of  Wa- 
ban,  Mass,  are  named  as  co-execu"--s. 
She  leaves  $3000  to  maintain  well,  pump 
and  grounds  of  New  Gloucester  ceme- 
tery. Free  Baptist  Church  there  frOOO, 
Mr  Noyes  $r,00  and  Fred  Tripp,  her 
automobile.  Publlo  bequest*  are  as  fol- 
lows: Central  Maine  Geueral  Hospital. 
Lewlston,  $1000;  Bates  Colletie  Jo^O; 
Children's  Hospital,  Portland  $300; 
Maine  Institution  for-  the  Blind  1500; 
Home  for  Aged  Men,  Portland  $600; 
Maine  State  Society  for  Protection  of 
Animals  $600;  Maine  Missionary  Society 
$300;  Lewlston  T.  W.  C,  A.,  $500;  Mary 
Brown  Home,  Portland  $300i  W.  C.  T. 
U.  of  Maine,  $200:  W.  O.  T.  U.  of  New 
Gloucester,  $100;  Storer  College  of  Har- 
per's Ferry.  West  Virginia  $500. 

These  ar^  among  relatives  and  friends 
who  are  made  beneficiaries:  Sarah  S. 
Noyes.  Welleeley  Hills,  $3000;  Mrs  Mar- 
garet Stowell,  Lynn,  $1000;  William 
Stowell  of  Lynn,  $»»;  Mrs  Nellie  S. 
Hacker,  $500;  Mrs  Lillian  N.  Amldon. 
Wellesley  Hills,  $2000;  Mrs  Cora  T.  Ber- 
ry, New  Gloucester,  $1000;  Mrs  Hazel  B. 
Titcomb,  New  Gloucester,  $600;  Mrs 
Helen  T.  Berry,  Portland.  $1000;  the 
Misses  Helen  and  Gladys  Berry,  $200 
each;  Mrs  Stella  B.  Stewart,  $200;  Mrs 
Maibel  T.  Perry,  Reading,  $1000;  Mrs 
Beatrice  Scott,  Reading,  $600;  Mrs  Mar- 

Earet  EL  Jordan.  New  Gloucester,  $400; 
lewis  E.  Jordan,  $300;  Margaret  J.  Ham- 
mond and  Raymond  Jordan  of  Somers- 
worth,  N  H.  each  $1000;  Mrs  Harriet 
Lane  and  Wendell  Lane  of  Oxford- 
each  $300;  Orrin  B.  and  Frank  Lane  of 
Portland,  each  $300;  Miss  Addie  Tarbox 
and  Mrs  Ella  Estes  of  New  Gloucester,' 
each  $100;  Susan  Love.  $1000. 
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WILL  GIVE  CONCERT 
FOR  BENEFIT  BLIND 

The  twenty-second  annual  grand 
concert  given  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Maine  Fraternal  Association  for 
the  Blind  will  be  held  next  Wednes- 
day evening  at  Frye  Hall. 

Those  making  up  the  program  are 
esa  G.  Sprague,  soprano:  Percy 
!•'.  Baker,  baritone  and  pianist; 
Eunice  A.  Scriven.  violinist  and 
whistler;  Herbert  A.  Clark,  entertain- 
er; McGrath  brothers,  ban  joists  and 
H<>rry  B.  Hodsdon,  baritone. 

The  selections  include  In  the 
Garden  of  Your  Heart  by  Bau,  sung 
by  Miss  Sprague  and  Mr.  Baker:  vio- 
lin solos,  Hungarian  Poem,  by  Hubay 
and  Snake  Dance,  by  Burleigh:  so- 
prano solo,  II  Bacio,  by  Arditi;  bari- 
tone solo,  The  Gypsy  Train,  by  Tod  P. 
Galloway;  and  other  selections. 
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Blind  Salesman  To 
Sart  State  Tour  Soon 


William  J.  Ryan  Ready  For  45th 

Annual  Trip  With  Farmers' 

Almanac 


"Within  a  short  time,  the  familiar 
figure  of  William  J.  Ryan,  Portland's 
well  known  blind  man,  will  be  seen 
about  his  annual  distribution  of  the 
Maine  Farmer's  Almanac,  Mr.  Ryan 
starting  his  work  in  this  city  as  soon 
as  the  books  are  received  and  later 
covering  the  rest  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Ryan  has  been  a  most  ardent 
worker  In  the  Interests  of  the  blind 
and  proceeds  of  this  coming  trip,  his 
45th  annual,  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  Maine  institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,  which  is  doing 
such  a  wonderful  work  for  the  blind 
and  deserves  the  generous  support  of 
all  citizens  of   Maine. 

After  Mr.  Ryan  has  made  distribu- 
tion of  the  Almanac  for  1926  in 
n round    Portland    his  Itinerary 
the  state  will  include  such  towns  and 
cities   as    Old    Town.    Bangor,    I. 
ton,    Dover-Foxcroft.    Dexter,      I 
field,   Belfast,     Watervtlle,     Augusta, 
Brunswick,   Bath,     Livermore      I 
Parmington,  and  Gardiner, 

Mr.  Ryan  requests  that  secretaries 
of  granges  of  the  state  send  their  or- 
der either  to  him  or  to  W.  E.  Tra- 
vis, superintendent  of  the  Maine  In- 
stitution /""  '''k  liltBifl 
Avenne,   Portland. 
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CONCERT  BY 
BLIND  SINGER 


LEWISTON,  Oct.  24.— The  'ke<-i,.-..t 
anticipation  is  felt  over  the  first  publlo 
recital  of  Antonio  Ouelette,  Lewlston's 
blind  baritone,  which  is  to  be  given  in 
Lewiston;  City  Hall,  Sunday  evening, 
Oct  23.  i  For  Antonio  Ouelette,  blind 
and  one-armed,  a  victim  of  his  ambi- 
tion   to    earn    his    living    at    a    task    at. 

hich  he  lost  his  hand,  is  a  protege 
Uncle  Sam  and  the  State. 

Here  is  a  unique  experiment  in 
Maine,  the  first  time  in  which  the  gov- 
ernment has  said  to  a  disabled  young 
I  man:  We'll  give  you  training,  not  at  a 
trade  because  you  can  follow  no  trade, 
hut  in  your  talent,  the  gift  of  God,  and 
'  if  you  can  make  good,  that  will  be 
worth  the   while. 

This,  then,   is  why  Augusta  will  send 

over  for   this   concert  State  dignitaries, 

ill  Lewiston  and  Auburn  will  turn 

.out    to    learn    what    of   attainment   and 

promise  Antonio  Ouelette  has. 

"I  havo  decided  to  issue  cards  of  ln» 
vitation  to  be  received  at  City  Hall 
doors,"  explained  Miss  Alice  Floods 
Lewlston's  vocal  teacher,  whose  good 
work  is  known  heretofore  in  the  case 
of  Pierre  Pelletier,  now  three  years  a 
student  of  grand  opera  in  Italy. 

"I  expect  the  hall  to  bo  packed.  Le- 
roy  N.  Koonz,  State  agent  for  indus- 
trial rehabilitation,  is  sure  to  he  herej 
also  Mayor  McLean  of  Augusta,  who 
took  the  Lewiston  baritone  for  a  hear- 
ing before  the  New  York  vocal  teach- 
er, Braggioti,  receiving  encouraging 
commendation  for  his  singing;  possibly 
Dr.  A.  O.  Thomas,  head  of  the  State 
educational  department,  and'  some  of 
the  doctors  there. 

'As  for  the  general  public  compara- 
itvely  little  is  known  of  Mr  Ouelette. 
He  has  never  sung  for  people  as  yet, 
except  one  solo  at  one  of  my  studio 
recitals  when  he  first  began  to  study 
voice  with  me.  Now  he  has  had  near- 
ly two  years  of  intensive  training,  and 
I  feel  that  he  will  do  himself  justice 
in   this  programme. 

"He  will  give  two  heavy  numbers, 
the  'Largo'  from  the  'Barber  of  Seville/ 
and  'It  is  Enough'  from  Mendelssohn's 
'Elijah.'  His  voice  is  a  dramatic  bari- 
tone, and  he  sings  in  three  languages, 
English,    French   and   Italian. 

"What  all  this  means  may  be  guessed 
when  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Ouelette 
has  been  obliged  to  learn  all  this  muslo 
and  the  words  by  ear.  For  his  sight 
is  about  2  per  cent,  just  enough  for 
him  to  move  about  somewhat  without 
guidance,  but  not  enough  for  reading 
of  any  kind.  Learning  by  ear,  he  has 
then  had  to  memorize  music  and 
words." 


f>>t-t  Ian  t,  ftg.    h^T^).^ 
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"While  the  project  of  staffing  a 
Christmas  festival  for  the  blind  oC 
Portland  and  vicinity  is  not  spon- 
sored by  the  directors  of  the  Maine 
Institute-  [or  tlie  Blind,  they  are  In 
in,  and  one  of 
the  directors,  Thomas  P.  Lamson,  is 
an  active  member  of  the  committee, 
and  is  soliciting  in  behalf  of  the 
ili  i\ c 

I'orteous,  Mitchell  &  Braun  were 
contributors  yesterday  to  the  cause, 
sending  in  a  substantial  check,  while 
the  Twitchell  Champlin  Company  is 
contributing  groceries  in  generous 
amounts.  Other  firms  will  be  heard 
from  in  the  near  future,  and  indica- 
tions are  that  this  year's  drive  for 
the  benefit  of  the  blind  of  Portland 
will  go  through  gloriously,  in  fact, 
with  even  greater  success  than  last 
year.  im«*    • 
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Tag  Bay  for  the 


Blind  Post! 


R?ln    Made    It    Impossible 

For  Workers  To  Carry 

On  Yesterday 


Jupiter  Phrvlus  interfered  with  the 

■      lents  in   the  Drive 

but   falli 

Wil<i 
Bissett   and   his   ab 

ave  postponed  Tag  Day  just 
one  week;   AH   the    volunteer   workers 
are  asked  to  report  a,i   that   tinn 
the  Tag   Day   activitijes  will   be 
ried   out  along  e   plan   as  ar- 

ranged   for   yesterday. 

The.    coming    week    wil    b!e    one    of 
The    coming    week    will    be    one    of 

the   public    to    re-> 

assistam 
ing     the     Christmas     holiday     a 
ne  for  the  Blind. 
Mr.'Bissett  has  personally  called  at 
the    home    of    eveijv    blind    ne'-son    in 

Portland    ani     i      i  Jea 1  'i 

of  the  particular  needs  of  each  and  in 
no  instance  wag  aught  but  necessities 

I    for.      Ml) 
solicited  and   Ml  tt  has  a  i 

nature    of    each    article 
needed.     Luxuries   and   even   comfi 


rk  tT,  i,  a  via.  1*1 1-.    i  v.  U?,rim. 

r.  .   v.  H^b". 

;   and   in   every   in- 
stanc  itlve  and -optimistic 

d  and  all  are  e 
ooking   forward   to   the   < 
aelebratioti  at   Frye  Hall  on  Dec.  21. 
ick    W.    Hinckley    has 

volunteered  to  represent  Santa  Clans 
and  the  Dirigo  Orchestra  members 
will  give  their  services  at.  the  enter- 
tainment. Miss  Mary  Hay,  leader  of 
the  orchestra,  is  preparing  a  special 
gram  appropriate  to  the  season. 


Jjp,c.  £"f  1  -i^b". 
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Is  Postponed 
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Will   Close  Drive  For 

Funds  Instead  Of 

Opening 


The  tag  day  for  the  Christmas 
Fund  for  the  Blind,  which  was  to 
have  inaugurated"  the  Dec.  5  to  12 
drive  of  the  committee  in  charge  was 
postponed  today  because  of  the  rainy 
wtather. 

It  will  be  held  instead  next  Satur- 
day, Dec.  12,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
drive.  The  girls  who  so  generously 
volunteered  their  services  for  this 
Saturday  are  urged  again  to  partici- 
pate next  Saturday. 

Although  the  campaign  does  not 
start  off  with  tag  day,  it  will  be  in 
progress  all  next  week,  and  dona- 
tions of  any  sort  will  be  enthusias- 
tically received  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  fund,  ]0  Brown  street.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  Christmas 
Fund  for  Blind  and  sent  to  that  ad- 
dress. 

The  drive  will  climax  with  tag  day 
next  week,  and  if  the  weather  is  fine 
it  is  anticipated  that  hundreds  of 
dollars  will  come  tumbling  into  the 
Christmas  fund. 
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Additional  Volunteers  Sought 

To  Aid  At  Tag  Day  For  Blind 

U        T 

Y"oung  Women  To  Solicit  Public  Saturday  For 
Support  To  Christmas  Fund  For  . 
Needy  Families  . 


I'lans  for  the  tag  day  to  be  held 
Saturday  to  raise  funds  to  make 
Christmas  for  Portland's  blind  a 
cheery  one,  have  been  practicably 
completed  by  William  "Bill"  Bissett, 
staunch  friend  of  the  blind. 

Already  many  young  women  have 
volunteered  their  services  for  tag  day 
but  Mr.  Bissett  last  night  sent  out 
an  appeal  for  more  volunteers.  "We 
can  use  as  many  young  women  as  wo 
can  get,"  declared  Mr.  Bissett,  "and 
any  one  caring  to  aid  in  this  worthy 
cause  should  call  either  Forest  870 
or  at  the  blind  headquarters  at  10 
Brown   Street." 

Donations  are  '  daily  coming  into 
the  headquarters,  while  the  work  of 
making  up  the  60  baskets  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  more  needy  blind 
families  in  Portland  and  vicinity  also 
is  progressing. 

The  culmination  of  all  the  hard 
work  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bissett  and 
his  helpers  will  come  at  Frye  Hall 
on  the  evening  of  December-21,  when 
a  monster  Christmas  tree  and  enter- 
tainment will  be  held  for  the  blind 
of  Portland,   South   Portland  and  vi- 


cinity, of  which  it  is  estimated  there 
are  approximat'  *   200  persons. 

Yesterday,  splendid  donations  of 
candy  and  groceries  were  received 
from  a  number  of  local  supply 
houses,  the  contributors  being  Wil- 
liam O'Connell,  Spear  Folks,  Sup< 
Salt  Fish  Company,  H.  H.  Hay, 
Moustakis,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Taylor,  Twlteh- 
ell  &  Champlain  Company.  P.  F. 
Foley,  Charles  Talbot,  Hannaford 
Bros.,  J.  J.  Conley,  Dallas  Bros.,  Ly- 
man B.  Chipman  and  National  Bis- 
cuit Company. 

All  of  the  printing  that  has  been 
done  in  connection  with  the  Christ- 
mas drive  has  been  donated  by  the 
Tucker  Printing  Company,  while  in 
addition  to  several  local  taxi  com- 
panies who  have  donated  the  use  of 
their  cabs  to  aid  in  the  work  of  vis- 
iting blind  families.,  the  Checker  Cab 
Company  yesterday  volunteered  its 
services. 

Donations  of  money  received  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Bissett  included  the 
following:  Oakdale  Ladies'  Aid,  La- 
dies' Auxiliary  Order,  Railroad  Con- 
ductors, Judge  Joseph  E.  F.  Connol- 
ly, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snow,  Henry  F. 
Merrill,   Ralph   M.     Ingalls,   Frank   P. 
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Christmas  Fund 
For  Local  Blind 


/  r 


Totals 


Results    of    tag   day    Saturday   for 
the   Christmas  benefit  for  Portl 

,  as  announced  last  evening  by 
William  "Bill"  Bissett  amounted  to 
$1,689.17,  which  with  donations  ie- 
ceived  to  dale,  bring  the  total  up  to 
$2,003.11 


I'lans  are   being  completed   for  the 
l)is    Christinas    tree     and      entertain- 
to  .be    held    for    the    local    blind 

1 pie    Monday   evening,    Dec.    21 

frye  Hall,  to  which  the  public  is  In- 
vited. State  Senatoi  Frederick  W 
Hinckley  is  to  acl  as  Santa  Claus, 
and  many  novel  l'eaures  have  been 
planned. 

Mr.  Bissett,  who  again  last  night 
expressed  his  appreciation  of  the 
generosity  of  Portland  people  in  re- 
sponding to  the  drive,  declared  that 
many  of  the  donations  received  al 
lind  headquarters  at  10  Brown 
Street,  came  about  through  his  talk 
over  the  radio  last    - 

STesterdaj  a        donations      included 
from    Esther   palton,    Perley   C. 
t; rat t'am.  Harry  T.  Graffam,  MacMil- 
lan    &    Company.    Inc.    and    the    Hill- 
side   .Market    in    South    Portland. 
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wuiiam  J.  Kyan  Makes 
Plea  For  Continued  Support 
.    /■      to  Institute  For  Blind 

b  *         

\\"il liam  J.  Ryan,  who  is  on  his  an- 
nual trip  Belling  almanacs  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  is  entering  a  plea  in  evexy 
town  that  he  visits  for  cont'inueci 
support  of  the  institution.  In  the 
September  election  of  1926  the  Maher 
bill,  which  was  passed  by  the  legas- 
lature  last  winter,  and  which  advo- 
cates a  constitutional  amendment  so 
that,  no  money  may  be  used  for  sup- 
port of  private  institutions  will  come 
rp   for  referendum. 

Mr.  Kyan  says  If  the  people  allow 
this  bill  .becomes  a  law  the  .Maine 
Institution  for  the  Elind  will  be  cut 
off  from  much  needed  support.  That 
(he  blind  people  of  the  state  will  be 
in  a  deplorable  condition.  There  are 
blind  people  in  Maine  of  whom  60  per 
ccnit  are  receiving  state  aid.  If  the 
bill  passes  this  pittance  will  be  cut 
off  entirely,  and  the  door  for  ade- 
quate self  support  will  be  cut  off 
from  all  institutions  of  a  charitable 
nature  in  Maine.  It  will  give  the  state 
a  permanent  black  eye. 

Mr.  Ryan  belongs  to  the  Federa- 
tion of  Blind  Men  of  the.  United 
States,  to  the  American  federation 
and  to  the  Maine  Association  of  the 
Blind,  with  which  he  has  been  af- 
filiated for  33  years.  All  these  asso- 
ciations sanction  his  work  for  the 
needy   blind    of   Maine. 

Mry  Ryan  saws  that  if  his  plans  go 
all  right  he  shall  make  his  last  tour 
in  1928—  a  complete  four  dozen  3 
of  selling  Maine  Farmers'  Almanacs. 


iVlerry  Program  For 
City's  Blind  Arranged 



Mrs.  Joseph    B,    Kahili    Selects 

Acts  For  Christmas  Party 

Monday  Night 


An  entertainment  to  give  cheer  to 
Portland's  blind  at  the  big  Christmas 
tree  party  Monday  evening  at  Frye 
Hali  has  been  arranged  by  Mrs.  Jos- 
eph B.  Kahili,  an  active  worker  in 
the  cause  of  the  blind  in  this  city. 
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Slate  Senator  Frederick  N.  Hinck- 
ley of  South  Portland  will  be  Santa 
.  and  many  novel  features  will 
be  introduced  to  make  the  evening 
gay  and  merry. 

The  entertainers,  all  of  whom  have 
donated  t'heir  services,  are  George 
McCallum,  Frank  Starbird,  the  Cos- 
mopolitan Quartet.  William  Lynch, 
Philip  Small.  Barbara  Littlefield  and 
"Jack"  Spink.  Music  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Purple  Collegian  Or- 
chestra, which  recently  has  been  or- 
ganized by  Mary  Hay  and  Angus 
Mann. 

Today,  "Bill"  Bissett  will  start  out 
on  his  first  relay  with  Christmas 
baskets  to  needy  blind  families  In 
Portland,  and  it  is  expected  that  this 
task  will  not  be  completed  before 
Friday,  while  at  the  headquarters  at 
10  Brown  Street  a  grouj>  of  workers 
will  be  busily  engaged  preparing 
baskets  of  food  and  tieing  up  bundles 
of  clothing. 

Donations  received  yesterday  in- 
cluded sifts  from  the  Thirteen  Club 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  Church,  Carolyn 
Paige,  Mrs.  William  M.  Ingraham, 
George  MacVane,  E.  G.  Foden,  S.  E. 
Nelson,  the  Portland  Candy  Com- 
pany and  several  friends  who  de- 
clined  to  Rive   their  names. 
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Funds  Still  Flow 

■•  - ,    For  Needy  Blind 

Santa  Bissett  Completes  Deliv- 
ery of  60  Baskets  of  Good 
Things 


Donations  for  the  Christmas  fund 
for  the  blind  of  Portland  still  con- 
tinue to  pour  into  the  headquarters 
at  10  Brown  Street,  and  among  yes- 
terday's contributions  was  a  sub- 
stantial check  from  the  Young  Wom- 
en's Hebrew  Association. 

Other-:  donating  were  Allen  &  Mace, 
H.  L.  Van  Blarcurn,  Soule's  Candy 
Store,  E.  W.  Brown  Company  of 
South  Portland,  Hillburn's  Bakery, 
George  A.  Shaw  Company,  T.  A.  Hus- 
ton Biscuit  Company  and  a  friend. 

"Bill"  Bissett,  who  has  been  play- 
ing Santa  Claus  for  the  past  two 
days,  completed  the  delivery  of  his 
«0  baskets  of  good  things  to  needy 
blind  families  late  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  is  now  assisting  a  crew  of 
women  pack  up  clothing  which  will 
be  presented  at  the  big  Christmas 
tree  and  entertainment  to  be  held 
next  Monday  evening  at  g»-va  Hal'p 
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Preparations  Complete 
For  Party  For  B!i 


Preparations  are  practically  com- 
plete for  the  big  Christmas  tree  and 
entertainment  to  be  held  at  Frye  Hall 
Monday    evening,    for    the    200    b 

'  Portland,  and  present  In- 
dications  point   to   ;i    jolly   party. 

enator  Frederick  W.  Hinek- 
lcy  is  to  act  as  Santa  Clans  and  dis- 
tribute the  gitts  while  Portland's 
champion  of  the  blind,  "Rill  Bissett, 
whose  unfailing  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  those  who  like  himself  have  lost 
their  vision,  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
evening's   I'estiv 

All  ol  the  bundles  of  cloti: 
distributed    from    the    Christmas 
to   those  in   need   of   warm   articles   Ol 
Clothing   will    be   tied    up   and    marked 
by    tonight,    and    any    remaining    de- 
tails   will    be   completed    tomorrow. 

Donations  still  continue  to  pour  into 
Ihe  blind  headquarters  and  yester- 
day's donators  included  the  em- 
ployes 01  the  American  Can  Con 
Mrs.  Hubert  Brooks,  Nissen  Baking 
Company,  Loose-Wiles  Biscuit  O 
pany,  Flaherty  €<•  Coyne,  Haskell  & 
Jones  and  v    T},  ^Yf)  1  If iniBi 
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Blind  Pianist  To 
Play  At  Blinds' 
4,    Christmas  Party 

Donations  from  the  Boose  Wiles 
Biscuit  Co.  from  Haskell  &  Jones. 
from  Flaherty  &  Coyne  and  from 
Nissen 's  bakery  gladdened  the  hearts 
of  workers  for  the  Christmas  for  the 
blind  yesterday.  A  big  group  of 
volunteers  was  at  headquarters,  10a 
Brown  street,  putting  up  Christmas 
bundles  and  festooning  them  gaily 
with  tinsels"  and  bright  ribbons. 
Numerous  volunteers  are  offering 
their  services  for  the  concert  Mon- 
day evening  at  Pythian  Temple. 
Among-  them  is  the  small  blind  boy- 
pianist,  Philip  Small,  whose  playing 
at  last  year's  entertainment  was  such 
a   sensation. 
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Social  Service 
Program  of  the 
State  of  Maine 


(Address  by  Orube  B.  Cornish,  Secre- 
tary, State  Board  of  Charities  and 
Corrections,  at  a  meeting  of  The 
Twentieth  Century  Club,  Fchruary 
1.    1926,    aBngor.) 

Between  the  close  of  the  Civil  War 
and  the  beginning  of  the  World  War 
we  have  nearly  fifty  years;  fifty 
years  of  the  most,  wonderful  inven- 
tions, exporations  and  achieve- 
ments in  the  history  of  the  ages.  It 
was  a  period  of  progress  and  pros- 
perity. During  these  years  the 
telephone  was  invented,  the  tele- 
graph instrument  perfected,  ocean 
cables  laid,  and  great  systems  of 
transportation  evolved.  During 
these  fifty  years  the  automobile  was 
invented,  the  aeroplane  became  a 
reality,  radium  was  discovered,  the 
X-ray  came  into  use,  medical  science 
gave  us  antiseptic  surgery  and  the 
germ  theory  of  disease.  We  cleared 
away  the  forest,  broke  the  prairie 
sod,  tunnelled  mountains,  developed 
our  natural  resources  and  estab- 
lished efficient  systems  of  industry. 
The  pistol  shot  of  a  mad  man  dis- 
rupted this  civilization,  precipitated 
a  World  War  that  exacted  its  toll  of 
nineteen  million  lives  and  plunged 
nations  in  debt  to  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  billion  dollars. 
What  was  the  matter  with  a  civiliza- 
tion that  could  be  disrupted  by  a 
quarrel  in  Europe?  I  think  you 
will  find  we  were  using  one  instru- 
ment and  one  kind  of  a  material; 
namely,  the  instrument  and  material 
of  human  selfishness.  The  average 
college  professor  was  intersted  in 
his  department,  and  nothing  else. 
The  average  scientist  was  interested 
in  his  particular  branch  of  science 
and  nothing  more.  The  average 
business  or  professional  man  was 
interested  in  his  business  or  profes- 
sion only.  Thus  we  find  a  period 
of  the  most  peculiar  individual  and 
national   selfishness. 

Th£  shock  of  the  World  War  has 
set  m'en  and  women  to  thinking  and 
when  a  man  thinks  deeply  on  any 
serious  world  phenomenon  he  is  in 
time  torced  back  to  religion  as  the 
fundamental  fact  of  the  world,  and 
the  only  satisfactory  interpretation 
of  human  life.  It  may  be  claimed 
with  absolute  truth  that  never  be- 
fore have  men  go  clearly  sensed 
the  relation  of  Christ  and  His  teach- 
ings   to    human    institutions    as    well 


as  to  individuals.  In  referent 
social  service.  I  am  convinced 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  question 
that  despito  all  the  criticisms  of  the 
enemies  of  constructive  welfare 
work,  that  the  slate  today  is  doing 
Its  task  in  a  bigger  and  better  way 
than  it  evrr  did  before,  and  in  what- 
ever respect  it  is  failing  to  measuri- 
up  to  its  welfare  opportunities  it  is 
more  conscious  of  that  failure  and 
morp  earnestly  seeking  to  remedy 
the   defeet    than   pver   before. 

The  only  real  cause  for  pessimism 
that  I  can  discover  is  the  light 
hearted  optimism  that  is  content 
■with  things  as  they  are  and  quite 
certain  that  somehow  everything:  is 
coming  out  all  right  whether  they 
do  anything  or  not.  Another  danger 
is  that  of  misplaced  faith  in  the 
final  victory  of  right.  Right  never 
has  won  merely  because  it  is  right 
but  always  because  rieht  minded 
people  were  ready  to  get  behind  it 
and  fight  for  it. 

I  appreciate  the  fact  that  I  am 
standing  in  the  presence  of  those 
who  are  intensely  interested  in  wel- 
far  work.  My  address  may  seem 
presumntous.  However  much  you 
may  differ  with  me.  I  trust  you  will 
believe  I  am  prompted  by  a  spirit  of 
earnestness  and  sincerity  to  enlist 
your  cooperation  in  securing  ade- 
quate care  for  the  dependents,  de- 
fectives and  delinquents  of  the 
State  of  Maine. 

The  State  Board  of  Charities  and 
Corrections  was  created  by  act  of 
the  1913  Legislature.  The  Board  is 
required  to  investigafo  and  inspect 
the  whole  system  of  public  charities 
and  correctional  institutions  in  the 
State,  examine  into  the  conditions 
and. management  of  all  jails,  reform 
schools,  industrial  rhnls  of  a 
charitable  or  corectional  nature, 
children's  homes,  hospitals,  sana- 
torium's, almshouses,  orphanages, 
hospitals  for  the  insane,  schools  oi 
homes  for  feeble  minded  and  other 
similar  institutions  supported  whol- 
ly or  in  part  by  the  state,  county  or 
municipal  appropriations,  except 
purely  educational  or  industrial  in- 
stitutions; and  any  private  chari- 
table or  _  correctional  institutions 
which  may  desire  to  he  placed  on 
(he  list  of  such  institutions.  The 
officers  of  all  institutions  subject  to 
such  supervision  are  required  to 
furnish  all  information  desired  by 
the  Board,  which  may  prescribe 
forms  for  statement,  and  upon  the 
basis  of  such  investigation  the 
Ht  aid  may  present  recommenda- 
tions to  the  Governor  and  Council 
and -the  Legislature  as  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  institutions,  notice 
thereof  being  given  to  the  Institu- 
tions affected. 

The  Board  is  required  to  give  Its 
•  pinion  as  to  the  organization  of 
charitable,  eleemosynary  or  re- 
l Minatory    Institutions     which     are 


or  may  be  under  its  sup,. .vision,  and 
passes  upon  all  plans  for  new  In- 
stitutions   under   Its   supervision.      It 

i  -  lull  reports  from  o\  ei 
of  the  poor  in  regard  to  paupers 
supported  or  relieved. 
The  Board  seeks,  through  Us  ln- 
>■  assit  ins' il  u(  ion-  by 
directing  their  attention  to  needed 
improvements  in  plant,  equipment 
or  administrative  methods,  and  to 
raise  the  standard  of  efficiency  in 
their    work. 

ALMSHOUSES 
Xuhber,     83;       population,       daily 
average  600;   total  cost,  $217,440;  a'»- 
nal   per   capita  cost,   per  week,  $7.02. 
For     severa     years     attention     has 
been  called  to  existing  defects  in  the 
present    system    of    caring      for    the 
poor,  but   no     effective     action     has 
been  taken  to-remedy  the  unsatisfac- 
tory condition.     In  many  almshouses 
the   administrative  staffs  are   Inade- 
quate   and   incompetent.      The   alms- 
houses should  be  made  as  homelike 
as   possible.      The   inmates   should    be 
given  something  to  keep   alive  their 
Interest    in   life.     When     age     or     In- 
firmity affects  capacity  for     regular 
employment      there      remains      some 
ability    which   should   be    utilized   s<> 
far    as     possible.      Properly     super- 
vised work  will  do  much  to  prevent 
institutional  apathy  which  is  so  ap- 
parent  in   many  of  our  almshouses. 
The  treatment     of     the     inmates   in 
almshouses    is    a    social    task.      The 
subject   of  almshouses  must  be  conj- 
sidered   from    the    standpoint    of   the 
whole   community,   and  in   full   view 
of  all  its  interests.     I  believe  public 
opinion  will  soon  demand  a  change 
in   the     present     system.     I     would 
recommend    that   three    or  four    dis- 
trict    almshouses       be       established 
under  the  direction  of  the  State  with 
the   provision  that  the   municipality 
pay    for   the    board    and    care   of    its 
poor  at  the  average   per   capita  ex- 
pense. 

HOMES  FOR  THE  AGED 
These  homes  strive  to  maintain  a 
congenial  spirit  among  the  inmates 
and  exercise  the  power  of  selection 
to  exclude  undesirable  persons. 
While  the  waiting  lists  of  the  exist- 
ing homes  is  not  so  large  as  in) 
former  years,  there  is  still  need  of 
more  room  for  worthy  applicants, 
more  particularly  for  the  care  of 
aged  couples  for  Avhom  it  is  often 
impossible  to  secure  suitable  care  at 
a  minimum  expense. 

OUTSIDE  POOR 
While  the  work  of  overseers  of  the 
poor  in  the '  majority  of  towns  is 
well  performed,  the  persons  selected 
are  in  some  cases  poorly  qualified 
to  perform  the  duties  of  a  poor  law 
official.  They  are  often  without 
ability  to  make  their  annual  reports 
as  required  by  law  and  it  is  ap- 
parent that  very  frequently  they  as- 
sume an  unsympathetic  atMtude  to- 
ward the  worthy  poor,  with  the  re- 


sult that  the  work  of  caring  for  thei 
poor    is   not    performed   in     a     truly 
charitable      or      constructive      spirit. 
The    relief    often    consists    of    mere 
doles    in    the    forms     of     orders    for 
groceries   and    clothing   given      in      a 
manner   which   does   not    tend    to   re- 
store the  recipient  to  economic  inde- 
pendence and   without   consideration 
of    actual    needs.      Th«    annual    ex- 
penditure for  outside   poor   is  $80.0;'. 
per  person.     The  animal  expenditure 
for     outside     poor     Is     ninety-seven 
cents  per  capita  of  the  populprion. 
HOMES     FOB    UNMARRIED 
MOTHERS 
There   is   a    need      for     homes   of 
refuge   for      unmarried      mothers   In 
the    hour    of    their    desperate    condi- 
tion,     to      meet      the     demands     of 
humanity   and   to   prevent      hopeless 
prostitution.    There    are      two      such 
homes  in  Maine:     The  Good  Samari- 
tan  Home   at    Bangor   and   'he  Tem- 
porary  Home   at   Portland.     We   b<  - 
lieve  that  the  best  methods  include 
the   application      of     the      following 
principles:     thorough      investigation 
of  the    case;    the   enforcement    upon 
the    parents    r>nd    relatives   of    legal 
respoiisibi'i't.v    for    suprcrt;    a:id    an 
effort  to  yi'.e  "lif:  mot'i^.-  from  re  pi-'' 
tltion  of  her  offence  at.d  bring  rlie" 
father  to  a  real  sense  of  his  mora! 
duty.     The  State  should  not  have,  to 
support    children   born    out   of   wed- 
lock   while    the    erring    mother    and 
father   go  free  of  care  and  financial 
responsibility. 

CARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

If  a  blind  person  Is  without  suffi- 
cient means  of  support  he  may  ap- 
ply for  a  State  pension.  As  the  law 
now  stands,  the  miximum  amount  of 
yearly  aid  that  can  be  paid  is  $300. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  maximum 
amount  of  yearly  aid  thai  is  given 
because  of  limited  appropriation  is 
$180  per  year.  Blind  children  of  the 
state  may  be  sent  to  the .  Parkins 
Institution  for  the  Blind  at  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  by  order  of  the  Governor  and 
Council.  There  is  a  School  for  the 
Blind  at  Portland.  This  institution 
is  for  adults  only.  This  is  a  splendid 
institution  and  merits  our  hearty, 
support.  The  aim  of  the  school  is  to 
rehabilitate  such  blind  people  as 
can  by  training  be  improved  to  an 
extent  that  they  will  be  capable  of 
employment  and  become  self  sup- 
porting. Helen  Keller  once  said: 
"The  heaviest  burden  on  the  blind 
is  not  blindness,  but  Idleness.'' 
SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DKAF 

This  institution  Is  located  at  Port- 
land. It  is  strictly  an  educational 
institution,  a  school  in  Its  widest 
and  best  sense,  and  a  part  of  the 
school  system  of  the  State,  super- 
vised by  the  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation, wherein  the  deaf  children  of 
Maine  may  receive  an  education  a's 
a    matter     of     right.     They     should 


have     nn     equal     opportunity     with 
others  for  an  education. 

SANATOBIUMS 

The  three  State  Sanatorium  a  are 
located  at  Falrfielrl.  Hehron.  and 
Presque  Isle.  It  is  generally  accept 
ed  that  the  safest  and  best  treatment 
for  a  person  with  tuberculosis  is 
sanatorium  treatment.  The  BerVice 
given  at  these  institutions  is  highly 
commendable  and  should  he  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  citizens  of  the 
State.  Slate  aid  is  given  to  the 
Bangor  Sanatorium  and  there  are 
several  private  institutions  that  are 
independent  of  public  support.  The 
total  number  of  beds  available  for 
tubercular  cases  is  525. 
MILITARY  Wli  NAVAL  ORPHAN 
ASYLUM 

The  capacity  of  the  Military  and 
Naval  Orphan  Asylum,  located  at 
Bath,  is  45.  We  are  much  impress- 
ed by  the  consistent  service  render- 
ed to  the  members  of  this  home. 
Especially  commendable  is  the  very 
great  interest  manifested  by  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trust  pes 
and  the  Superintendent  in  every 
phase  of  their  work,  not  forgetting 
the  real  heart  interest  In  their  chil- 
dren. 

CHILDREN'S  SOCIETIES 

There  are  ten  societies,  supported 
in  part  by  state  appropriation,  for 
the  care  of  dependent  children.  Ap- 
proximately 1061  children  are  under 
the  supervision  of  these  societies.  I 
seriously  question  the  wisdom  of 
appropriating  public  funds  for  the 
support  of  these  organizations.  Un- 
doubtedly there  1s  duplication  of 
effort  for  which  the  citizens  of  the 
state  must  pay  either  through  tax- 
ation or  personal  contribution.  It 
is  my  conviction  that  the  law  per- 
mitting a  judge  to  commit  a  child 
into  the  custody  of  a  private  society 
at  the  expense  of  the  state  should 
be  annulled.  The  state  is  equipped 
to  do  this  work  at  less  expense  than 
It  now  costs. 

CHILDREN'S  HOSPITALS 

The  Children"s  Hospital  at  Port- 
land is  modern,  sanitary,  convenient 
and  practical  in  every  way  for 
orthopedic  work.  Never  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  hospital  has  so  much 
been  accomplished  to  help  suffering 
children.  The  officials  have  learned 
to  utilize  the  play  instincts  of  the 
individual  patient  in  helping  Sim  to 
properly  adjust  himself.  There  is 
earnestness  and  efficiency  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  officially  con- 
nected with  the  hospital.  Dr.  Ah- 
bott  and  his  aide  corps  of  workers 
should  have  the  finest  kind  of  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  our  citizens. 
No  more  worthy  institution  exists 
in  our  si 

POWNAL  STATE   SCHOOL 

Only  feeble  minded  are  eligible  for 
admission   to  lliis   institution,  and  in 


that  sense  meaning  feeble  minded 
from  birth  or  early  childhood. 
Epileptics  as  such  arc  not  eligible. 
This  department  is  pleased  to  en- 
dorse the  splendid  work  Of  the 
school  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Stephen  Vosburgh  and  his  staff  of 
conscientioui  workers.  We  heartily 
commend  them  for  the  service  they 
are  giving  the  Stale  and  for  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in    Which   the  school 

is  conducted. 

The  subject  of  feeble  mind,  di 
is  one  of  deep  concern  to  the  people 
of  .Maine  because  of  its  vital 
sociologic  and  economic  importance 
to  the  welfare  of  this  generation  and 
even  unto  tie  tl  I  and  i 
generations  to  follow.  There  will 
probably  always  be  mental  defec- 
tives in  the  community.  The  prob- 
lem of  supervision  is  large.  II  is 
well  nigh  impossible  to  give  cus- 
todial care  to  all  the  feeble  minded 
persons  in  th"  State.  There  is  hope 
to  properly  care  for  I  lie  very  worst 
types  of  I  he  feeble  minded  persons. 
The  throe  fold  aim  of  the  xhcol  is 
to  train,  to  protect,  and  to  care.  I 
wish  all  the  people  of  the  state 
could  realize  the  fine  type  of  service 
rendered  by  the  staff  and  emplo 
of  this  institution.  For  sacrifice 
and  patience  these  workers  are  to 
be  highly   commended. 

GENERAL  HOSPITALS  4P.FCEIY- 
ING  STATE  Ail) 

There  are  twenty-two  hospitals  re- 
ceiving state  aid.  The  total  amount 
of  annual  appropriations  for  this 
service  is  $134,350.  During  the  : 
year  these  hospitals  were  thus  en- 
abled to  treat  2733  patients,  giving  a 
total  of  53.H42  days  of  treatment 
The  average  number  of  days'  treat- 
ment per  patient  was  19.4.  which 
means  that,  the  ai  t    to   the 

slate  per  patient  was  $4!). 15.  Jt  is 
impossible  to  Estimate  the  value  of 
this  particular  type  of  service.  It 
may  be  safely  estimated  that  there 
are  scores  of  persons  in  cur  sta^e 
who  are  in  need  of  medical  and  sur- 
gical treatment  and  who  are  unable 
to  meet  the  usual  expenses  of  hos- 
pital care.  To  eliminate  this  form 
of  service  would  be  a  serious  1 
ward  step  which  would  work  a  hard- 
ship upon  many  worthy  citizens.  If 
economy  is  a  wise  expenditui 
money,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
hospital  aid  is  easily  one  of 
economical  expenditures  made  by 
the  State. 

There    is    a    serious      question      of 
doubt    as   to    the    advisability    of    ad- 
ministering  these  app 
now    provided    by      law.      I    think    it 
would  be  more  sat  to  have 

one  appropriation  to  bs  admlpi 

ed  by  the  Slate  Board  of  Charities 
and  Corections  with  authority  t" 
place  a  worthy  patient  in  any  hos- 
pital in  the  sta'-  a  plan 
would  ernble  th"  B  make  in- 
vestigation             ve   fo  the   wbrthi- 


ness  nf  tho  patient  to  receive  aid.  II 
is  not   always  possible  for  thi 
pital  authorities  to  do  this. 
STATE   HOSPITALS  FOB  THE 

INSANE 
Our  State  Hospitals  at  Augusta 
and  Bangor  are  doing  work  of  n 
high  grade.  More  than  two  thousand 
patients  are  in  these  hospitals.  The 
management  of  these  hospitals  de- 
serve high  praise  for  the  fine  stand- 
ard of  administration  maintained. 
Everything  possible  is  done  to  re- 
duce the  aver.'?''  length  of  hospital 
treatment. 

COUNTY  JAILS 
The  two  greatest  defects  in  our 
County  Jail  system  arc:  association 
in  idleness  and  unrestrained  com- 
munication of  prisoners.  Conditions 
will  not  he  materially  changed  until 
the  management  and  control  of  all 
county  jails  is  vested  in  th"  Prison 
Commission  and  the  expense  of  their 
maintenance  is  borne  hy  the  State. 
Juveniles  should  not  be  confined 
with  hardened  criminals  hut  should 
be  sent  to  institutions  designed  to 
reform  them.  If  a  number  of  our 
prominent  citizens  could  he  jailed 
for  a  few  hours,  doubtless  improve] 
conditions  in  our  county  jails  would 
he  the  result. 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS 
A  gymnasium,  supervised  recrea- 
tion and  an  honest  community  in- 
terest in  girls  and  hoys,  would.  1 
helieve,  greatly  reduce  ih"  popula- 
tion at  the  State  School  for  Boys  at 
South  Portland  and  the  State  School 
for  Girls  at  Hallowell. 

REEORMATOBIES 

The    Women's    Reformatory    is    at 
Swokhegan  and  the  Men's  Reforma- 
tory   is   at    South   Windham.      Indus- 
trial   training    for      the      inmates    of 
these  institutions  would  greatly  add 
to    the    effectiveness    of    their    work. 
It    is    the    special   task     of     the    Re- 
formatory   to    better    qualify    a    man. 
either    by      trade      or      education,   to 
make   his    way   in   the     world      than 
vhen    he    was   incarcerated.      Active 
outdoor  rcci  cat  ion   should  be  a  part 
of  the  daily  program. 

TOTAL  EXPENSE 
The    State    and    municipalities    are 
annually       expending       more     than 
?3. 000,000  for  charitable  and   correc- 
tional work.     Those  who  are  helped 
eive     an     average     of     $4.10     per 
week.      Approximately    15.000    per- 
sons  are   charges   of   the   state   and 
nKunic.ipalities,    which      means      that 
two   per   cent,  of  our   population   are. 
.■■.  aided  by     public     funds.     The 
annua!    expenditure      per      capita   of 
population  is  $4.60.     The  annual  ex- 
diture     per     roll     tax     payer     is 
$14.00    or      twenty-seven       cents    per 
week,  or  just   a  little  less  than  tour 
cents  per  day. 


MOTHERS'  All) 

Mothers'  Aid  is     the     outstanding 
event    in   the   care  of  needy  children 
ff  Maine  in  the  las*,  ten  years.     The 
principle  of     Mothers"   Aid     may  be 
expressed    in      the      phrase:      "Keep 
the  <,hild  with  its  mother.''     It  is  our 
desire    to    avoid    breaking      up      the 
natural    relations    of    t ho    family    so 
long  as  the  interests  of  the  children 
ot  in  jeopardy.    On  May  Ifi.  1925 
I   heard  an  address  by  Hon.  William 
Jennings   Bryan  in  which  he  stated: 
"There  is  nothing  that   can   take   the 
place   of  parental    love,  and   I   might 
say    there    is    no    home    with    money 
mouirh   to   enable  a   child   to  live   in 
luxury  that   is  even  a   fair  substitute 
for  the  home  where  there  is  love  and 
Where    the    child    learns    that      which 
will  be  useful  in  after  life." 
FOR  MOTHERS 
The   number   of     active     Mothers' 
rases    Januarv  1,  192(5     was  416. 
There  are  more   than   1500     children 
h     the     families     now     aided.     The 
?vcra<re   monthly  rate     paid     during 
December     was     ??9.rtf).     I     believe 
tlT-se  mothers  are  the  real  financiers 
of  the  State.     It  requires  more  than 
ordinary  ability  to  maintain  a   fam- 
ily   on    the    amount    of    aid    given    to 
these      worthy      mothers.      Mothers' 
Aid   is  n   means   to   an    end.   the   end 
being  the  integrity  of     family     life, 
'he   development     of     character  and 
personality   and     the     creation   of  a 
healthy,   efficient,    intelligent      child- 
hood.    The   big   work  for  which  we 
'^ave   striven     in     each     and     every 
family  is  to  put  it  on     its     feet  as 
peerlily    as    possible.      The    average 
number    of    cases    dismissed      each 
year  is  96.  This  proves  the  effective- 
ness of  this  form  of  aid.     It  does  not 
breed    paupers,    but    rather    it    helps 
families   to  help   themselves.      There 
are  2SS  approved  cases  on  the  wait- 
ing list.     Th^se  cases  will  lie  accent- 
ed just  as  soon  as  the  appropriation 
v  ill   permit.     T  believe  this  particu- 
lar d<  partment   offers   an   unexcelled 
opportunity   for   the   study  and   sup- 
port   of  the   women      of     the     State, 
more      especially      those      who      are 
actively    interested    in    the    political 
parties.     Tt   is   not   a   religious  ques- 
tion;   neither    should    it    be    made    a 
partisan     political     issue.      May   the 
citizens    of   our     State      become     so 
thoroughly   interested   in   this   phase 
of  state  aid  that  it  would     be     utter 
folly  for  any  legislator  or  state  of- 
ficial to     even     sugest     its     discon- 
tinuance,   cither    by    nullification    of 
the  law  or  insufficient  appropriation 
.'i    effectively   carry  .on    the   work. 

I  wish  I  had  time  to  dwell  at 
length  on  the  human  angle  of  this 
deparlment.  We  little  realize  the 
fetrug'gle  that  many  of  these  mothers 
make  from  day  to  day.  A  recipient 
of  aid  was  approached  hy  one  of  our 
workers  on  a  Tuesday  following  the 


burial  of  her  oldest  son.  This 
mother  said  that  not  one  person  had 
called  at  her  borne  to  extend  a  help- 
ing hand.     The  worker     determined 

I :  e  known  Ihe  real  lived  to 
some  of  the  women  of  'the  com- 
munity. They  were  intersted  in  her 
condition  to  the  extent  that  they 
were  willing  to  contribute  sums  of  j 
money  for  her  benefit  but  they  were 
not  willing  to  go  to  her  home  and 
give  her  the  sympathetic  interest 
which  her  case  deserved.  Money 
was  not  her  greatest  need.  The  most 
precious  things  in  lif°  are  not  for 
sale.  The  state  could  not  purchase 
sympathy    and    neighborly      interest 

for  her.     She  was  not  a  member  of 
that    exclusive    circle    and    therefore 
was  left  alone  in     the     hour  of  her  j 
deep   grief.     I   am   not  so   sure   but 
that  KLnpling  expressed    the     actual  j 
conditions    existing    in    many    com-  j 
inanities  when  he  said: 
"Poor   old   Hindu,   he  does  the  best  j 

he  kin   do, 
He   sticks   to   his  caste  to  the  very 

last 
And  for   clothes  he  makes  his  skin 
do.'' 

Trustees   and      superintendents   of 
penal    institutions    stress   the    grow- 
ing importance  of  their  work.  Great 
and  wonderful  as  are  the  results  of 
'  consistent   work  among  the   popula- 
j  tion  of  our  penal  institutions,  I   am 
;  thoroughly  convinced  that  the   most 
j  worthwhile  service  rendered  by  our 
state  is  the  work  among  the  children 
j  who   have    been      committed   by   the 
!  courts  into  our  custody.     It  may  be 
safely    estimated    that     seventy-five 
per    cent,    of   our    eighteen    hundred 
children  were  headed  for  the  penal 
institutions  of  Maine.     It   is   a  glori- 
ous   task    to    properly    train    a    child 
so  (hat  he  may  become  a  useful  citi- 
zen   of      the      commonwealth.      I    am 
proud  of  our  family  of  children.     To 
be   sure,   we  have   a   bit   of   difficulty 
with    some    of    them.      They   are    not 
angels.      Neither    are    your    children. 
There    may   be  a  few   boys   who   are 
like  Willie.     "The   angels   may   call 
for  you  Willie,  my  boy,  but   you  will 
never   be    wanted   on   earth."   but   we 
have    fortunately    not    received    any 
such  into  custody  and  we  hope  none 
are    headed    our   way.      We   have   al- 
most three   times  as   many   children 
in    our    custody    as    are    in    all    the 
correctional      institutions      in      the 
State.      I    submit,    to    you      that      tin 
i.    making   Us   finest    and   most 
productive     investment    by    properly 
caring    for    these    children. 

It  may  be  interesting  for  you  to 
learn  that  so  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  learn  there  is  not  one  child 
in  our  custody  whose  parent  or  par- 
wt  re  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Think  it  over.  The  Good 
Booh  says.  "The  seed  of  the  righte- 
ous Shall    not    beg  bread." 


FOB  OHILDHES 

Our   program    for   the   children   is: 

1.  That  the  child  shall  have  every 
opportunity  to  develop  normally, 
both  materially  and  spiritually. 

2.  That  the  child  who  is  hungry 
shall  be  fed;  the  child  who  is  sick, 
cared  for;  the  backward  child 
brought  forward;  the  wayward  child 
led  back;  the  orphan  and  the  desti- 
tute taken  in  and  succored. 

A     little     girl     sick     with     sugar 
diabetis    was    neglected    by    her    par- 
i  nts.     The   father  had   little   concern 
for   her.    'She   must      die     sometime. 
Why  not   now?''  he  stated.     She   was 
committed    into    our    custody.      The 
town  objected  to  the  cost  of  two  dol- 
lars per  week     for     her     care.     We 
wrote   the   town   authorities   who  de- 
sired   us    to    return    the    girl    to    her 
father,  that   he   had  lost   sight   of  the 
dollar  and  that  we  could  see  nothing 
but  the 'value  of  restored     health  of 
this   ten   year  old   girl.     After  treat- 
ment  in    two   hospitals,    slip      finally 
passed      away.     Her     parents     sent 
word    that    they    would    like    to    ar- 
range   to    see    her    before    she    was 
buried,    but    they    doubted      if      they 
would   have  time  to  do  so.     Perhaps 
you  think  that     we     become     senti- 
mental in  this  work.     I  am  going  to 
make  a  statement  knowing  full  well 
that  it  might  be  used  against  me.     If 
the  time  ever  comes  when  Close  my 
love  for  children   so  that   I   think   of 
them   merely   as   cases   for  observa- 
tion and  pity.  I  hope  that  if  I  do  not 
have    sense    enough    to      resign      im- 
position  that   the   Board    will   do   its 
duty  by  the   children     and     demand 
my  resignation.     I  enjoy  this  work 
and   it   is    my   desire    to   treat    every 
child  in  custody  as  fairly  as  I  would 
want  you  to  treat  my  own  little  girl 
if   conditions      should      be      reversed. 
Therefore,  the  undernourished  child, 
the  sickly  child,  the  backward  child. 
the  wayward  child,  and  the  destitute 
child  shall  be  cared  for  in   the  finest 
way   possible  with  the  equipment  at 
our  command. 

3.  That  in  time  of  distress  the 
child  shall  be  first  to  receive  aid. 
Yon  may  think  that  policy  is  gen- 
erally   practiced.      I  doubt    it. 

4.  That  the  child  shall  be  equip- 
ped to  earn  his  living,  and  pro- 
tected   from    all    exploitation. 

Maine  is  the  only  state  in  the 
Union  that  sends  its  wards  to  the 
higher  Institutions  of  learning.  We 
have  students  in  the  special  prepa- 
ratory schools,  normal  schools  and 
Xasson  Institute.  They  are  making 
good.  In  IA20  we  received  a  twelva 
old  girl  who  weighed  1 S2 
pounds.  She  had  been  brought  up  in 
most  miserable  surroundings.  She 
was  so  stubborn  that  she  would 
throw  herself  on  the  floor  and  howl 
rather  than  obey.  She  put  up  a 
fight  whenever  she  was  made  to 
properly  clothe  herself.    She  begged 


for  a  smoke.  It  was  difficult  to  find 
a  home  tor  her.  Today  that  girl  is 
an  honor  student*  in  one  of  our 
preparatory  schools;  a  credit  to  the 
state. 

;,.   That    the  child   shall  he  taught 
that    hlB    finest    qualities    should    be 

placed  at  the  service  of  his  brothers. 
In  this  we  are  succeeding  even 
beyond  our  highest  expectations. 
Let  us  have  greater  faith  in  our 
children. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  give 
every  child  a  fair  start  in  the  race  of 
life;  to  sive  him  life  health  and 
happiness,  that  lie  may  live  the  life 
that  he  is  entitled  to  live.  We  talk 
a  great  deal  about  memorials;  it  is 
good  to  build  them  hut  they  are 
fleeting  and  temporary.  When  we 
shall  have  learned  how  precious  Is 
child  life,  when  we  shall  have 
lea  ned  the  lesson  that  not  my  child 
or  your  child  only,  but  the  child  of 
the  town,  (he  stale  and  the  nation. 
ALL  belong  to  us.  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  see  that  they  are  properly  cared 
for.  we  shall  have  builded  a  fitting 
meorial  that  will  give  us  peace  and 
blessing    to    eternity. 

DISPOSITION  OF  CHILDREN 
The  disposition  of  children  who  on 
December  31,  1925,  under  I  he  super- 
vision of  the  State  Board  of  Chil- 
dren's Guardians,  were  wards  or 
being  supported  at  the  expense  of 
the  State. 
Total     number     in     custody     or 

under  supervision    1815 

Number  in  State  Aided  Institu- 
tions          172 

Number  in  institutions  without 

state  aid    . 39 

Number  in  care  of  State  Aided 

Ho'me  Finding  Societies 203 

Number  in  care  of  Home  Find- 
ing     Societies    without   state 

aid     6 

Number  of  boarding  homes 475 

Number    of    children   in   board- 
ing  homes    935 

Number  of   free  homes 388 

Number     of     children     in     free 

homes     445 

Number   of   children   for   whom 

clothing  is  furnished 1100 

Number   of   dependent    children 
on    special    appropriation....     181 
CENTRAL    INDEX 

There  is  being  maintained  in  the 
office  of  this  Board  a  central  index 
of  all  the  State's  dependents,  de- 
fectives and  delinquents,  that  is,  of 
all  persons  towards  whose  support 
the  State  is  contributing  in  whole 
or  in  part,  whether  in  State  institu- 
tions, in  incorporated  institutions  or 
elsewhere.  This  index  contains  at 
the  present  time  the  names  of  about 
15,000  persons  and  is  being  added  to 
at  the  rate  of  about  2,000  names  an- 
nually. 

This  index  is  arranged  in  three 
ways — alphabetically,  so  as  to  bring 


members  of  the  same  family  to- 
gether; geographically  by  rdace  of 
birth,  so  as  to  show  what  communi- 
ties are  producing  the  State's  social 
welfare  problems,  what  are  its  sore 
spots;  and  geographically  by  the 
place  where  the  person  is  being 
cared  for.  This  index  is  not  only 
valuable  now.  hut  will  become  in- 
creasingly so  as  (lie  years  go  by, 
It  is  in  no  sense  a  duplication  of  the 
institution  and  department  records. 
but  simply  a  skeleton  record,  refer- 
ence being  had  to  the  original 
records  for  details. 

HOARD  MEMBERS 

There  has  been  some  agitation  in 
the  past  to  abolish  this  Board  of 
Charities  and  Corrections  and  to  re- 
organize the  work  with  a  commis- 
sioner of  public  welfare  at  the  head 
of  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  such  a 
change  would  be  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  all  concerned.  Personally. 
I  appreciate  the  fine  spirit  of  help- 
fulness manifested  by  the  members 
of  our  Board.  There  are  times 
when  the  executive  secretary  needs 
the  advice  and  the  moral  support  of 
such  citizens  as  are  selected  from 
time  to  time  to  serve  on  this  Board. 
The  president  is  Honorable  E.  C. 
Reynolds,  of  Portland,  and  the  pres- 
ent members  are:  Mr.  Samuel 
Ro"senbufg,  Portland;  Reverend  M. 
E.  Curran,  Waterville;  Mrs.  William 
E.  Brewster.  Dexter;  and  Mr.  M.  E. 
Sawtelle,    Augusta. 

FIELD  WORKERS 

I  do  not  believe  a  more  loyal, 
consecrated  or  devoted  group  of 
workers  can  be  found  in  Maine 
than  thjE  youUg  women  who  efficient- 
ly represent  us  in  the  field.  Their 
trials  are  many;  their  complaints 
are  few;  their  successes  are  grerf 
Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  value 
of  practical  Christianity  such  as 
these  workers  manifest  in  their 
daily  conduct  of  the  busines  sof  the/ 
Stale. 


PoY-tuoinX,  Ma.v-y\&   fc>joTre.ss. 
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Seeks  Radio  Set 

For  Blind  Men 

WillnRxi  J.  Ryan  heads  a  commit- 
tee of  the  blind  which  is  seeking  to 
obtain  a  radio  set  for  the  men  at  t,he 
Maine  Institution  for  Blind  on  Park 
Avenue.  The  aid -oT  the  public  has 
been  asked  to  secure  the  $200  neces- 
sary for  the  outfit.  Sevvall  C.  Ripley, 
president  of  the  institution,  endorses 
the  movement. 

One  set  has  been  installed  for  the 
women  there  and  it  is  now  hoped  to 

itain  one  for  the  men. 


*?-£<6 


Baldwin  Is 
Returning  To 
Blind  School 

Will    Succeed    W.    E. 

Travis,  Who  Resigns 

To  Take  Rest 


MILLARD    W.    BALDWIN 

Millard     W.    Baldwin,     former     su- 
perintendent   of    the    Maine    Institu- 
tion   for   the   Blind   on    Park   Avenue. 
■  turned     to     Portland     and     will 
ime    his    former    duties    at    the 
blind    school    about    June    20, 

ng      William       E.      Travis,      re- 
d.       This      announcement 

S.  C.  Ripley,  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  the  blind 
school. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  superintendent 
of  the  local  institution  fi 
six  years  prior  to  his  removal  from 
land  eight  years  ago.  For  the 
past  seven  years  he  has  been  in 
charge    of  a    large    State    Institution 

Vork.      Responsibil 
Ing    from    his   direction    of    between 
0     Institutional   p< 

a     strain      on      his 
nd    a    short    time 
his  resignation, 
thj    same   time    Mr.    Travis 

I     Mi      Hi: 
ne   here. 
Mr.    Travis,    who    plans    to    take    a 
talcinu    i, 
■  l   \,-.u-lc   in  some  form,   Is   I 
•     Idwin    during    the 
■ 
perlntendi 

w  i  t  h 
_  .— 


Leach  President 
^  (  BJind  Corporation 

Convers  E5.  Leach  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the 
Blind  Corporation  at  yesterday's 
meeting  -T>f  the  directors.  Sewall 
C.  Jtipley  was  elected  treasurer  and 
(lire.-for  for  five  years  and  S.  B. 
-well  was  chosen  as  clerk.  J. 
Putnam  Stevens,  first  vice  president, 
and  Mrs,  Harriet  Robie  Barker,  sec- 
ond vice  president,  were  also  elected 
directors.  
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BLINDjEWINS 
PR1MARYFIGHT 

Portland  Man,  Nominated 

for  Maine  House  Seat; 

Expects  to  Win 

WIFE  JtEADS  TO  HIM 
AND  ANSWERS  MAIL 


[Special   Dispatch   to  The   Herald] 

PORTLAND,  Me.,  June  24— Will- 
iam Bissett,  "the  Genial  Blindman," 
as  he  is  called  by  his  host  of  friends, 
who  was  a  successful  candidate  in 
the  Maine  primaries  for  Republican 
nomination  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, is  the  first  blind  man  in 
Maine  to  be  nominated  for  a  state 

office. 

Mr.    Bissett   was   also    the    first    blind 

man  to  be  a  city  councilman  under  the 

•old    form    of    government    of    this    city 

under  ex-Mayor  Carroll  S.   Chaplin,   the 

last  mayor  of  Portland. 

FRIENDS    URGED    HIM 

Mr.  Bissett  was  prompted  to  become 
a  candidate  for  nomination  by  the  in- 
sistence of  his  blind  friends  and  by  the 
conviction  that  he  could  secure  better 
legislation  for  the  blind.  He  conducted 
no  campaign.  He  made  no  speeches, 
sent  out  no  campaign  literature,  and  re- 
ceived but  little  publicity.  He  relied 
■wholly  on  his  -wide  friendships.  If 
elected,  he  will  make  his  wife  his  sec- 
retary. 

Since  the  time  he  was  suddenly 
stricken  with  blindness  while  .reading, 
Mr.  Bissett  has  devoted  his  11*3  to  the 
cause   of  the  blind.     In   1924.   he  headed 


WILLIAM    BISSETT 
"The     Genial     Blindman"     of     Portland, 

Me.,  a  former  City  Councilman 
a  successful  drive  for  a  Christmas  fund 
for  the  blind  and  afforded  them  a  real 
merry  Christmas.  He  conducted  an- 
other successful  drive  last  year,  broad- 
casting his  project  through  the  local 
radio  station.  His  greatest  ambition  is 
to  see  a  home  for  the  blind  provided  in 
this  city  and  to  see  all  fhe  blind  well 
provided  for.  He  often  visits -his  friends 
at  th-a  Maine  institution,  where  he  once 
worked,  and  keeps  his  friendships  ac- 
tive with  words  of  cheer.  He  is  known 
among  the  blind  as  the  "Good  Samar- 
itan." 

EXPERT   AT   GAMES 

He  enjoys  nothing  more  than  associa- 
tion  with  other   men   and   likes  nothing 
better   than   to  spend  an   evening   chat-  ; 
ting  and  playing  cards  with  his  cronies.  I 
He  plays  whist,  pitefffend  crib  expertly.  ] 
When  not  spending  the  evening  at  some  ; 
club    he    drops    into   a   fire    station    and  j 
passes  the  hours  playing  cards  with  the 
firemen,    with   all    of   whom    he    Is   well 
acquainted.     The  men  of  station  2  have 
made    him    several   crib    boards.     He    is 
a  jolly,  good-natured  fellow  and  every- 
body enjoys  his  company. 

An  ardent  baseball  fan,  he  rarely 
misses  a  game.  Although  he  cannot 
see  the  players,  he  gets  genuine  pleasure 
from  a  good  contest,  shouting  as  loudly 
as  the  man  next  to  him. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
Congregational  Church  and  attends  ser- 
vices regularly.  He  was  interlocutor  at 
a  recent  minstrel  show  staged  by  the 
Thirteen  Club,  the  men's  club  of'  the 
church. 

He  was  formerly  proprietor  of  the 
West  End  newsstand.  Up  to  a  short 
time  ago  he  was  employed  as  salesman 
by  the  Burgess,  Fobea  Company  of  this 
city. 

He  is  president  of  the  Maine  Fraternal 
Association  for  the  Blind  and  president 
of  the  Blindmen's  Christmas  Fund.  Vie 
is  a  Mason,  and  belongs  to  local  order 
of  Red  Men.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Scottish  Clan  and  of  the  Thirteen  Club. 


Begin  Drive  For 
Christmas  Fund 
For  The  Blind 


■  t 


The  Christmas  fund  for  the  blind 
ot  Portland  and  vicinity  has  gotten 
off  to  a  flying  start. 

From  headqua-ters  at  34'"  Cased" 
Street,  where  William  Bissett, 
originator  of  the  plan  which  for  the 
past  two  seasons  has  given  the  sight- 
less folk  of  Portland  a  Merry  Christ- 
mas, maintains  office  hours  daily, 
.word  comes  in  that  already  some 
substantial  contributions  have  been 
made. 

There  have  -been  contributions  of 
coal  from  Randall  <>i  McAllister  and 
the  Mountfort  Coal  Co.  and  of  wood 
from  X.  A.  Bruns,  and  other  gifts  or 
money  c  ontributions  have  come 
I'mn'f'N.  A.  Cushman,  William  Cram 
i  larence  Bucknam,  .Mis.  B.  H.  SticU- 
ney   and    Airs.    Withington. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  all  the 
girls  who  assisted  with  t lie  tag  day 
last  year  :  sking  them  to  help  again 
Ibis  year  on  Dec  4,  and  ii  is  hoped 
that  there  will  be  other  Volunteers. 

Anyone  willing  to  help  in  this 
work,  interested  in  making  a  con- 
tribution to  the  fund  or  anxious  to 
receive  information  regarding  it  may 
telephone    Forest    24(19. 


Tag  Day  For  Blind 
Christmas  Fund  To 
Be  Held  Saturday 

Granted  that  the  Weather  Alan  is 
kind  to  the  sponsors  ot  the  tag  day 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Christmas  fund 
for  the  3  Hind  and  Saturday  dawns 
bright  and  fair  and  not  too  chill  it 
is  anticipated  that  Portland  citizens 
will  contribute  generously  before 
Saturday  night  to  this  worthy  object. 

There  is  probably  no  philanthropic 
project  in  which  the  public  at  large 
takes  a  greater  interest  than  this  en- 
terprise of  "Bill"  Bissett,  the  blind 
legislator,  fin-  giving  those  who  suf- 
fer from  the'  same  affliction  as  him- 
self a  Merry  Christmas.  This  will 
be  the  third  occasion  on  which  there 
lias  been  special  entertainment  for 
the  blind  at  Christmas  time  and  a 
special  fund  raised  to  provide  them 
comforts   for   the   holiday   season. 

Owing  to  the  worth  while  nature  of 
the  philanthropy  there  have  been 
many  volunteers  for  tag  day  service, 
but  any  young  girls  who  have  not 
already  volunteered  and  arc  willing 
to  sked   to  report  at    the 

headquarters  of  the  tag  day  fund,  ^i 


P^ceYwb^Y-  H-  -  \<\  %<g- 

Early    this    morning   a  am- 

ber   ot  ■  I    upon 

the  strej  'ortland  to  Initiate  the 

third  annual  tag  day  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Christmas  fund  for  i'-n  ]\\\r* 
Tiic  young  ladles  were  well  received 
qn  the  streets  and  in  the  various 
business  Rouses  and  it  is  ahticipal 
that  a  tidy  little  suhl  will  be  realized 
for  this  work  which  is  carried  on 
under  the  direction  of  "Bill"  liissett. 
The  drive  headquarters  have  been 
blished  at  .14  Casco  St 

ro vtla-wcL.   Ma.vv\^i  Hera,U^- 

Portland's  Blind 
Due  For  Rousing 

Christinas  Cheer 

— 

Bill  Bissett  Gives  Out  Glad 


News  After  Tag 
Day  Ends 


The  blind  of  Portland  and  its  vi- 
cinity are  this  year  to  have  the  besl 
Christmas  ever.  « 

Bill  Bissett  says  so.  and  that 
settles    it. 

Up  at  headquarters  of  the  cam* 
;  to  luing  cheer  and  happinesi 
to  the  sightless,  of  whom  be  is  one. 
Bill  fairly  chortled  Saturday  night  as 
ho  talked  of  the  results  of  the 
day  conducted  on  the  streets  of  1 1  > * 
city  to  procure  a  fund  for  gilts  foi 
old    and    young,    and    he    allowed     that 

were    mightly     satisfactory      tc 

him. 

With     125    girls    and    ■  1 1  i tic 

the    tags    throughout    the    daj      soiw 

of    the    volunteers    remaining    out    n 
the    cold    until    a    late    hour,    a    ~ 

mulatlon  of  coins  of  all  denom- 
•  tis  was  received  and  tlie  monej 
will  be  counted  at  the  rooms  ot  the 
Fidelity  Trust  Company  on  Monday 
Bill  •hefted"  some  of  these  can: 
and  that  was  enough  for  him.  li< 
knows  pretty  well  what  the  one 
will   be  when   the  count   is  compli 

and   he's   looking   forward   t 

or  the  blind. 
iteful   to     everybody     who     ha 
given   .aid    in    this   worthy    cause    Bil 
couldn't    seem    to    find    words  to   tel 
just  how    pleased  ho  was. 

The  cold  wind  which  swept  up 
down    the    streets    most 

the  volunl 
under  cover  until  I  hey  had  dlsj  ■ 
of  their  tags,  and  in  the  evening 


the  tin  rcurj    began  to  drop  steadily 
-.  women  started  out  to  round  U] 
.    coming  from  the  theaters  anil 
late    shopping    expeditions. 

"T\ E  the  women  are  still  out,' 

said  Bill  around  11  o'clock,  "but  ! 
m  in  any  minute." 

The  money  obtained  from  the  tag 
day,  together  with  other  donations 
will  provide  a  grand  an'  glorious 
Christmas  tree  celebration  at  Fry 
Hall  <>n  < he  evening  of  the  20th  am. 
Bill  wants  everybody  to  come  and 
what  a  good  time  the  blind  are 
ha\  Ing, 

Millard  \V.  Baldwin,  superintendent 
of  the  Maine  School  for  the  Blind, 
is  going  to  be  the  Santa  Claus  of 
the  occasion.  There  will  be  an  enter- 
tainment and  then  Santa  will  pass 
around  the  gifts. 

The  tag  day  committee  at  head- 
quarters had  for  its  chairman  Mrs. 
Joseph  Doane,  and  she  was  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Edith  Small,  Mrs.  Frank  De- 
Rice,  Miss  Gertrude  I'rinn,  Mrs. 
Joseph  B.  Kahili  and  Mrs.  William 
Bissett.  . I 


Warm  Clothing  Is 

Needed  By  Blind 

Gifts  of  overshoes  antTW&llll  cloth- 
ing are  urgently  souKht  in  behalf  of 
tlv?  Mind  people  of  this  vicinity  tills 
Chris  !  'he       unexpected       cold 

snap    lias    brought     real     sufferie 

sightless  of  the  com  unity  and 
Bill  Bissett,  author  of  the  plan  to 
pr>-ide  a  Christinas  fund  for  the 
blind,  is  hustling  to  secure  the  where- 
wit"..al  to  provide  these  articles  which 
have  now  become  not  luxuries  but 
dute  necessities, 
e  tag  day  of  Saturday  netted 
about  $400  less  than  last  year's  tag 
turning  $  1 2 G 2  into  the  treasury. 
Bill  is  not  discouraged,  however,  by 
this  apparent  '.  lling  o  ffin  revenue. 
and  is  hastening  to  bridge  over  the| 
ga"p.  So  great  is  the  need  this  year 
that  funds  enqulvalent  to  those  of 
last  year  must  be  obtained  if  the 
calls  coming  in  are  to  be  answered. 

Any  who  have  donations  are 
asked  to  mar'*  them  "Christmas  Fund 
f01    |.  and    senf1      them     to 

headquarters  at  :s4  Casco  Street. 


Christmas  Fund  For 
V.,  BHudSiowl^Grows 

The  Christmas  Fund  for  the_BHiiiL 
received  a  boost  today  through  sev- 
eral substantial  donations,  not  in  cash 
but  is  what  Is  equally  valuable- 
groceries. 

Genial  Bill  Blsse.-t,  who  is  con- 
ducting the  drive,  announced  this 
morning  that  during  the  past  two 
days  groceries  have  been  pledged  by 
the  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Tea  Co..  the 
Cloverdale  Stores,  Hilbom's  Bakery, 
the  Hill  side  Market,  and  the  E.  YV 
Brown  Co.,  packers  of  sardines. 


Little  by  little  the  Christmas  fund 
grows,  although  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  is  yet  needed  it  as 
elaborate,  a  program  for  the  relief  of 
the  blind  is  to  be  carried  on  as  dur- 
ing last  Christmas  season. 

Any  who  are  willing  to  donate  for 
this  fund,  or  to  make  gifts  of  cloth- 
ing or  other  necessaries  are  asked  to 
call  at  headquarters,  34  Casco  Street, 
or  mail  their  donation  in. 


rovCt^yvct  ,  nAsn^<z,,    He.T-.xtdU. 


Merry  Christmas  For 
Blinjf  Now  Is  Assured 

Annual  Gift  Tree  Is  To  Be  Given 

At  Frye  Hall,  Monday, 

Dec.  20 


A  Merry  Christmas  for  the  blind 
of  Portland  is  assured,  Bill  Bissett 
announced     Fr.day     night. 

Enough  contributions  to  the  fund, 
in  addition  to  the  tag  day  receipts, 
have  been  received  to  make  a  total  of 
$1,575  and  Mr.  Bissett  said  the  com- 
mittee expects  to  go  over  the  top. 
Last  year  a  little  more  than  $2,000 
was  obtali 

The  headquarters  for  the  Christ- 
mas fund  for  the  blind,  at  34  Casco 
street,  is  a  busy  place  these  da  vs.  as 
bandies  of  clothing  are  being 
wrapped  by  the  workers  and  gro- 
aie  being  prepared  for  the 
recipients. 

('hecks  for  the  cause  areVreceived 
daily  and  these  are  acknowledged 
promptly    by    letter. 

The  annual  Christmas  tree  for  the 
blind  will  be  at  Frye  Hall  Monday, 
evening,  Dec.   .... 


\  orfTa_vuiU)   j\\a.\.v\^  ,     ^y,B^3J 


Entertainment  For  — 
Blind  Is  Outlined 


The  third  annual  Christmas  Tree 
and  entertainment  for  the  Blind  of 
Portland  and  vicinity  will  be  held  at 
Frye  Hall  on  Monday  evening,  Dec. 
20.  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Kahili  has  charge 
of  the  program  arrangements.  Brief 
talks  will  be  given  by  Henry  F.  Mer- 
rill, Judge  Joseph  E.  F.  Connolly  and  J 
Millard  W.  Baldwin. 

The  following  numbers  will  be  fea- 
tured on  the  program:  Old-time  tunes 
by  John  Grant,  tho  Yankee  fiddler: 
vocal  solo,  Mrs.  Eva  McLean:  selec- 
tions by  the  Cosmopolitan  Male  Quar- 
tet: musical  sketch  by  Babe  and  Beef 


from  i  in   B.  Chipman  studio; 

piano  sole  1'hlltp  Small;  tenor  Bolo, 
William  Lynch;  Scotch  songs,  .lack 
Spink;  violin  oblig  kins: 

Joseph    D.   Kahili 
and  Mrs.  Edith  Down. 

Following;  the  entertainment  Mil- 
lard  Baldwin,  superintendent  of  the. 
Maine  Institution  lor  the  Blind,  will 
art  as  Santa  Claud  and  distribute  the 
pifts.  Augustus  E.  Small  is  in  charge 
of  the  Christmas  tree' and  decora- 
tions. Local  taxicab  companies  have 
donated  their  services  to  transport 
[teste. 

Those  who  assisted  l#i  doing  up 
packages  for  the  tree  are  .Mrs.  Prank 
DeRice,  Miss  Gertrude  1'iimi,  Mrs. 
Joseph  8  Kahili,  Mrs.  Joseph  Do 
Mrs.  William  pissett  and  Mrs.  Oscar 
Muore.     The  public  is  invited. 


Da.wa;or,   A\a,i  <\<o,  Co 
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Blind    People,  W.  J.    Ryan 
Says,  Object  to  Bill  Cre- 
ating Field  Agent 

William  J.  Ryan,  Maine's  " 
Hnown  blind  num.  who  has  In  the 
past  !'i  yi  ns  made  annual  tours  '.o 
all  parts  01'  Maine,  selling  Farmers' 
Almanacs  for  I'm  benefit.  of  the 
...  Institution  of  the  Blind,  Is- 
now  making  his  last  visit  to  BangO--. 

Mr.  Ryan  is  nearly  bo  years  o'.d. 
having  made  his  first  (  ip  to  this 
city  when  but  JO". 

Interviewed  by  a  Commercial  rep* 
ntative   this   morning,  he  stat&d 

his    hearing    is    becoming    im- 
paired, ami  although  he  had  always 
hoped    to   I"-    able   to   round   out   bis 
,"iMi  yoai  of  work  fpr  His  institution, 
iVOUld    be   unable   to   continue  a  C- 
this  year. 
He   stated    that   he   Intends  to  ap« 
pear  before  the  State  Of  Maine 
ire  this  winter,  whjn  he  will 

h   bill   to   have   the   pension    for 

blind  of  the  state  incres 

M  in  a  year  to  *5tH»  a  year.     This,  be 

staled,   would   include   a.  pension   for 

all  blind  persons,  including  property 

who   do  not  own  more  thp.n 

'i  worth   of  real  estate. 

Mr.   Ryan  said  that  a  bill  will  be 

oquced.  to  havo  a  held  ag<  'it  &p* 

pointed  to  investigate  the  blind.  R« 

d    that   there,   are   approximate' 

ly  1.200  blind  citizens  in  Maine,  anl 

that  the  great  majority  of  them  ci© 

•   bill  passed. 

"We   think   that   the   investigating 

dona  by   the   governor  and   council 

is  sufficient,  and  do  n  it  wteh  to  have 

our  ledlea  with."  he  state  1. 

In    closing,    Mr.    Ilyan    SL 

he   would   be   lp  and  around    Bangor 

until    ti'.  Imaa. 

;,.,•   he  lias   H  \u  to 

:id   hope-  -id   of 

-  ■   Inlty, 


Portia. wet ,  M.-    ■  ..  >-tor-e,S5, 


Santa  Claus 
Pays  Visit  To 
Blind  Of  City 


Bill  Bissett  Happy  When 
Sightless  Friends  Re- 
ceive Presents 


Santa  Claus's  annual  visit  to  the 
blind  Monday  evening  at  Frye  Hall 
was  perhaps  the  most  spectacular 
success  of  his  three  "personal  ap- 
pearances"  before  the  sightless. 

General  Bill  Sissett,  who  was  the 
instigator  of  the  plan  originally,  and 
has  been  the  major  domo  of  the 
three  successive  occasions  when 
Saint  Nicholas  has  made  a  special 
trip  from  the  North  Pole  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  blind  of  Portland  and  vi- 
cinity, was  perhaps  the  most  jubilant 
person  in  this  part  of  the  world  last 
evening  when  festivities  were  at  an 
end  and  the  last  of  his  sightless 
friends  had  tripped  out  of  the  door 
smiling  jubilantly,  with  an  armful  of 
packages  from  Santa  Claus  clutched 
close. 

Frye  Hall  was  well  filled  with 
sighted  and  sightless  for  the  festivi- 
ties and  it  was  hard  to  tell  whether 
the  blind  people,  who  were  the  re- 
cipents  of  the  bounty,  enjojyed  them- 
selves more  or  the  sighted  who  had 
the  vicarious  joy  of  having  provided 
Christmas  for  the  sightless. 
Fine  Program 
Mrs.  *seph  B.  Kahili,  chairman  of 
the  entertainment  committee  ar- 
ranged a  remarkably  line  program 
for  the  evening,  Mrs.  Bissett.  Mrs. 
Joseph  Doane,  Mrs.  Ernest  Jordan 
and  Mrs.  Frankle  De  Rice  assisting 
her.  Miss  Gertrude  Prinil  bad  charge 
of  the  candy  and  ushersJ 

Local  taxicab  companies  conveyed 
the  blind  guests  free  of  charge  to  the 
hall  where  they  were  /welcomed  by 
Henry  F.  Merrill  in  a  jbriet'  address. 
Millard  W.  Baldwin,  dupe/in  tendent 
ot  the  Maine  Institute  [flor /the  Blind, 
also  suoke  to  them.        /  / 

Participating  in  the  program   vf 
John    Grant,    oldtime    Yankee    fiddler 
and   his  sister,   Kitty  Grant,   pianist: 
Philip   Small  nlne-year-nld    blind   boy 
pianist;    Mrs.   Eva  McLean   blind  so- 
prano  who   sing   solos    accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Kahili  and    Mil 
kins  violinist;    William    Lynch    ' 
tenor;    Babe    and    B  ''liipinan 

twins;  the  Cosmopolitan  Quart*  | 
Spink,  Scotch  comedian.     \ 
these    entertained    right    royally    and 
•  '•     sly   .i  t    their    \  ery    !• 
Then  canoe  the  distribution  of  gifts 
from  '  «  nh  Millard  w.  Bald- 

win as  Sanoa  ( 
blind  person  w 


Bosfow,   Mass..    yii-r&sld^ 
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MAINE  URGED  TO 
AID  NEEDY  BLIND 



Legislative    BiJI    AVould    Give 
Them  $500  a  Year 


[Special  Dispntrh  to  The   Herald] 

AUGUSTA,  Me.,  Jan.  18— In  the 
House  this  afternoon  Representa- 
tive Robert  Hale  of  Portland 
introduced  an  act  providing  that 
all  persons  who  are  declared  to  be 
blind  and  who  do**iot  have  property 
to  the  value  of  more  than  $5000, 
shall    receive    a    benefit    of    $500    a 


Voir-tla-vtdl/ ,   Matv\jz_,  Pr-ess    Mi-TaAJl. 
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Field  Agent  For 
Blind  Meets  With 
Warm  Opposition 

Even     Some     Of    Sightless 

Themselves  Appear  Against 

Jackson  Measure 


BpeH-il  Despatch  to  Thr  Fr«M  Heruld 
Augusta,  March  2 — Vigorous  oppo- 
sition, some  of  it  from  the  blind  folks 
themselves,  developed  at  the  hearing 
this  afternoon  before  the  committee 
on  appropriations  and  financial  af- 
fairs upon  th?  bill  sponsored  by  Rep- 
resentative Jackson  of  Portland  to 
provide  for  a  field  agent  for  the  blind. 
This  field  agent,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  bill.  La  to  be  a  blind 
person  and  to  have  as  a  guide  a  per- 
son with  sight. 

The    .Maine     Frati  -<ociation 

for  the  Blind  was  the  principal  or- 
ganization Kponsotmig  tho  bill.  .Mrs. 
Carrie  Hodsdorf^r  Portland  read  a 
letter  from  William  Lynch  ol  Port- 
land, the  legislativi  native  of 
the  a  tiie  prin- 
cipal nta  ot  the  lull  was  Rep- 
resentative "i  Portland,  who 
is  the  president  of  the  association. 


Roland  i.  Brumhall,  director  of  the 

n   for 
on,  for- 
ly  with  the  )■<  ruins  Instltutt 
the   Blind  .,,   a   field 

chusetts  for 

ivor  of  th< 
ttion  n  h  i 

also  expl 

sltions    in  ,1     establishments 

other  jobs    where  they   mfgh 
self-supporting  had  b<  ■ 
the   blind   by   field   agents   and   other 
workers. 

Representative  Flint  of  Monson 
read  a  letter  from  Arthur  Kronholm, 
-  htless  resident  of  that  town,  pro- 
testing against  the  bill  and  asserting 
that  90  per  cent  of  the  blind  folks  In 
the  state  were  opposed  to  it.  "The 
blind  agent  is  more  useless  than  the 
blind  pensioner."  said  Mr,  Kronholms 
letter.  He  pointed  out  that  the  $4,000 
necessary  for  the  field  agent  would 
ide  pensions  for  a  considerable 
number  of  needy  blind. 

George  W.  Lead  better,  messenge" 
to  the  Governor  and  Council,  told  the 
committee  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  bill  would  better  conditions. 
Ho  explained  that  the  State  was  al- 
ready paying  out  about  $90,000  In 
assistance  to  the  blind,  that  568  per- 
sons were  receiving  pensions,  40  were 
being  trained  in  the  Maine  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  15  young  people  were 
studying  in  the  Perkins  Institute 
and  five  in  other  schools  for  the 
blind.  He  said  that  between  40  and 
50  others  would  be  cared  for  on  the 
pension  list  of  the  funds  permitted 
and  that  he  had  tried  to  induce  a 
previous  Legislature  to  increase  the 
appropriation  to  $120,000,  but  now 
thought  that  $90,000  was  all  that  the 
State  COUld  afford. 

presentative  Eissett  told  of  the 
inspiration  that  he  ll 
from  a  field  agent  when  he  had  been 
stricken  with  blindness  16  years  ago 
and  by  which  ho  had  been  enabled  to 
take  his  place  in  a  regular  occupa- 
tion and  expressed  the  belief  that 
sweh  inspiration  would  be  of  great 
assistance   to   others. 

Mr.  Leadbetter  replied  to  Mr.  Bis- 
sett  that  there  were  few  people  who 
had  sufficient  ability  to  do  what  Mr, 
Bissett   had   done.   Later   Mr.   PJissett 
and  Mr.  Leadbetter  came  near  clash- 
ing when  the  messenger  to  the  I 
ernor    and    Council    inquired    of    the 
Representative    if    it    had   not     ; 
understood   both   at   the   present 
and    two   years   ago   when   a   sin 
bill   wag   introduced    thai    Mr.    Bissett 
was   to   be   the    Held    agent. 

Mr.    Bissett   denied    that    such    was 
tho    Instance     in   either     cs 
pointed    out    that   if   the   pr< 
was   passed   he   would  as   a 
of    the    Legislature,    be    Inellgibll 

institutional   provisions. 

Millard  \v.  Baldwin,  superintendent 

of  the  Maine  Institute   for  the    Blind. 

appeared    for     an      appropriatloi 

$16,000    for    maintenance    and    J 

for    repairs    for    the    institution.     He 

that   the  $1,500  for  repairs  could 

bo  left  out  if  tlie  commitl  Ishod 

re  was  |    .  hirii 

migii  |  He 

recou  in- 

BtitUl  llths 

Cul    Ml 
that    $378.1:;   had    been    earned   above 


■Oa-w^cr-,    Jt/tAmg/- ,   Co  vnv^{,yc-la,l 
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Agent 
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?me  of    the    Sightless 
Among  Those  Appearing 
Against    Jackson    Bill 


(Special   ' 

An  i  ;;. 

Vigorous     op  me  of     It 

i   the  blind  folks   tl  .   de- 

veloped   at    tl: 

noon    before    the    commits 
opriations    and    fit  llfairs 

upon   the     bill     sponsored 

ni'   the   bill,  is   to   be  a   bill 
to    have     &s  a    guide  a 
with  sight. 
Tlic   Mail 
!'ii-   the    i  (lie  principal  or- 

fi  oni    \\  i  ot 

land,    tbe 
uf  f be  association.   and   on 

ponents   of  the   bill 
was    I  ott  of     i  Who 

of  the  association. 
Roland   I.      Bramhall,     i       ctoi;    of 

he    blind,    Mr  asofl, 

formerly  with   the    P 

fo.-     tili;      i 

I       Of 

■   c  at 

whirl. 

the  blind.     'I  : 
that  po         i  . 

ts    and    o1 
might   be 

il  her  worl 
p.    Flint    o 

hur  Kron 

ident  of  that  town,  | 
|'st    the    bill    and 

nt  of  the  blind   i". 
i   to  it.     ' 
tit   is  more 
pensioner"   said   Mr.  Kronho 

that  The  $1  001 
sary    for 

.do   pensions   for   a        i      [i  rable 
number  .of  needy  1 


^  to  I 

commitl 

that 
~  Ilo  explained  thai 

ready   pa 

asiitsam  hlind,  th 

he  blind 

40  and   50 

:he  pension  list  if  the  fund 
mjtb 

erca  120,000 

10,000 

all  ,, 

in  ipiva- 
had    reci  ived    fn 
d  agent  ,vhcn  he  had  bi 
LI 

had    b' 
ce  in  a  regular  oci 
.,ion  belief  that 

would    be   of  great 
assitancc  ,to  otln 

:ter  replied  to  Mr,  Eis- 
that  there  were  few  p 

ability  to  do  what  Mr. 

;        ! 

idbetter  came 
i  the  mi  to  the 

i    Council    inquired    e>f 

II     ';:     1-nOt  1 

i] 

Bi 

denied 

point- 
DUt  that  if  the   present   bill 

lid,  as  a  member  of  the 
ligible  aci 

Millard  W.   Baldwin,  superintend. 
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Starts  Fund  At  Annual 
Meeting-;  William  Bis- 

Isett  Reelected 


The"  sum  of  $1000  was  voted  for 
a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  home- 
less and  aged  blind  of  Maine  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Maine  Fra- 
ternal Association  for  the  Blind 
Wednesday  at  the  Advent  Church  on 
Park  Avenue  with  William  Biseett 
presiding. 

It  is  the  announced  desire  of  the 
Association  to  provide  means  of  tak- 
ing care  of  the  helpless  and  aged 
blind  who  have  no  other  means  oi 
support  and  this  sum  of  mmi. 
hoped  will  start  a  fund  that  will  grow 
large  enough  to  enable  the  associa- 
tion to  realize  its  ambition. 

A  committee  of  five  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  to'confer 
with  the  blind  of  other  states  in 
order  to  find  out  how  this  problem  is 
being  cared  for  in  their  territory. 

At  the  business  session,  William 
E.  Bissett  was  re-elected  president 
for  the  third  term.  Other  officers 
elected  were  first  vice  president, 
George  McGibney  of  Portland;  sec- 
ond vice  president.  Chesley  L.  Cot- 
ton of  Brownfield;  secretary,  Charles 
E.  Debeck  of  Portland;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Edith  Bissett  of  Portland;  mem- 
of  the  executive  board  for  four  years. 
William  J.  Ryan. 

In  the  evening,  through  the  cour- 
tesy  of   Mrs.    Elias    Capla^P  and    her 


OoCobe-y    I  #  ,,      I  q  %~1 


William  E.  Bissett 


associates,  those  attending  the  con- 
vention were  enabled  to  make  the 
trip  to  Old  Orchard  by  automobile. 
They  enjoyed  dinner  at  the  Lafayette 
Hotel  and  a  social  evening  at  the 
attractions  on   the  beach. 


William    J.    Ryan,    a    Portland    . 
man,  will,  I  am  toL 
nth   annui 
ing  the  1928  A'mar,; 

h  year  Mr.  Ryail  makes  the  long 
trip  and  all  proceeds  go  to  the  Maine 
Institution  for  the  Blind. 


Fiirae  Response 
At  Coimcert-=oAia 
(t£    Aid  to  Blind 

The  24th  Annual  Grand  Concert 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Maine 
Fraternal  Association  for  theBlind 
called  out  a  large  audience  atTrye 
Hall  la3t  Monday  and  an  unusually 
fine  program  was  presented  by  the 
Arcadians:  David  Fisher,  director; 
William  Bradley,  tenor;  Mrs.  Joseph 
Kahili,  accompanist;  Miss  Florence 
Levy,  reader.  The  first  group  in- 
cluded Overture  from  The  Merry 
Wives  of  Windsor  by  Nicolai,  Sup- 
plication by  Mabel  McKee,  and  Bal- 
let Music  from  Nalia  by  Delibes, 
and  in  this  group  the  Arcadians 
showed  themselves  quite  equal  to 
the  occasion  for  they  demonstrated 
their  understanding  of  the  com- 
poser's meaning  and  the  shading 
was  especially  noticeable. 

The  next  group  consisted  of 
Vaghissima  sembianza  by  Donandy, 
Im  Volkston  by  Hildach,  and  Daf- 
fodil Comes  Home  Today,  sung  by 
William  V.  Bradley  with  Mrs. 
Joseph  B.  Kahili  as  accompanist. 
This  group  too  was  given  with  fine 
effect.  Mrs.  Kahili's  accompani- 
ments were  sympathetic. 

Following  this  group  came  the 
Lost  Chord  by  Sullivan  played  by 
the  Arcadians  and  Allegro  from  G 
Major  Concerto  for  Violin  by  David 
E.  Fisher  with  Raymond  Coburn  at 
the  piano.  Mr.  Coburn  showed  the 
same  understanding  of  musical 
values  in  his  accompaniments  as  did 
Mrs.  Kahili,  while  Mr.  Fisher  was, 
as  usual,  most  satisfactory. 

There  were  several  other  compo- 
sitions given  and  William  Bradley, 
tenor,  and  Miss  Florence  Levy,  read- 
er, like  others  on  the  program  made 
a  distinct  impression  upon  the 
audience.  The  program  closed  with 
Hungarian  Fantasia  by  Tobani 
played  by  the  Arcadians. 


Xj  «*.tU,  .    VA  ^ivi  ^  ,     ^  i,vvve,s 


£  •-  ?-v>~$X3L,,   MavvYxe-  ,  J  ovct-waJ^. 


OoCobe-r-    Xfo-      I^VI 


I.:ist#rj^|k  was  observed  in  many 
places  ^Wlns  i-iui!iiry  as  I  f ol] >  the  Klind 
WP('k    and    il     was    <■"]■!  ainl.v    dONPrvinj^f 

nUMIfffo  everywhere.  It  is  proposal 
thill  ii  shall  be  observed  annually  and 
should  have  Hie  support  of  every  per- 
son in  the  country,  There  is  little;  more 
that  "lie  can  do  in  the  cause  of  hu- 
ni. mil  y     llian     helping     111":  P     who     arc     in 

darkness  and  t"  whom  si  fill  I  will  never 
return.  Ii  is  a  fearful  fate  for  anyone 
and  those  who  arc  blessed  with  good 
siglil  e.innol  realize  what  il  means  to 
one  in  be  -  lini  "iii  "i!<l  nol  see  the  world 
and  Ihe  beauties  which  nature  has  pro- 
vided.  Il  is  particularly  hard  for  those, 
who  have  hail  those  pleasures  and  then 
In  have  them  lakcn  away.  While  in  Ihe 
blind  other  faculties  may  develop  tin 
partially  offset  Iheir  misfortune,  yel 
think  whal  ii  would  mean  t"  you  i"  !»• 
in  total  darkness.  Therefore.  when 
you  can  help  ihe  blind  do  il.  Do  not 
Waii  for  any  special  week  sel  aside  fur 
thai  purpose  bill  In  use  a  slang  expres- 
sion '-Do  il  now."  In  (loins  iliis  you  will 
be  doing  nol  only  a  favor  i"  your  fellow- 
man  bill  will  he  giving  yourself  pleasure 
in   ihe  knowledge   thai    you   have  done  a 

good   deed  and   I n    helpful    to   one   less 

^M-innai.c  than  yourself. 
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Donates  Space  To 
Sciaool  For  ffiind 

ityt  Rogers  Fiber  Company  of  Ken- 
nebunk  is  taking  an  unusual  part  in 
the  Maine  In  the  Market  exposition  in 
Portland  all  next  week.  The  York 
county  manufacturers  are  donating 
their  space  at  the  show  to  the  Maine 
School  for  the  Blind,  so  that  the  latter 
organization  may  display  its  part  in  the 
industry  of  the  State.  Examples  of  the 
products  that  are  manufactured  at  the 
school  will  be  exhibited,  and  the  actual 
operation  of  makin  mattresses,  brooms, 
etc.,  will  be  carried  out  at  the  show. 
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Lines  of  Work 
Done  bx~  Blind 
State  Super  vision 
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Portland,  Nov.  16.— Speaking  from 
station  WCSH  this  evening,  m  ihe 
State  Chamber  of  Commerce  series 
of  weekly  radio  talks,  Millard  W. 
Baldwin,  superintendent  of  the 
Maine  InstitiUiua  for  the  Blind,  in- 
terestinglydescribed  the  lines  of 
work  that  are  being-  done  by  the 
blind    folks    under    his    care. 

Mr.  Baldwin  explained  that  the  In- 
stitution was  originally  intended  as 
a  trade  school  for  the  adult  blind,  a 
school  where  blind  persons  might 
receive  free  training  in  occupations 
that  would  enable  them  te' return  to 
their  home  towns  and  find  self-sup- 
porting employment.  Some  have 
been  able  to  do  this,  but  others  have 
been  less  fortunate,,  so  that  at  the 
present  time,  in  addition  to  the  train- 
ing school,  there  has  been  establish- 
ed a  residential  workshop. 

As  an  indication  of  the  amount  of 
work  done  in  this  shop,  he  quoted  the 
sales  records  for  the  month  of  .Tub, 
showing  that  in  the  caning  depart- 
ment, 340  chairs  were  reseated,  9 
canoe  seats,  10  rush  seats  and  3 
baskets  repaired.  In  the  broom  de- 
partment 12  hearth  brushes,  102M 
brooms  and  6  dry  mops  were  made, 
and  in  the  mattress  department,  136 
mattresses  were  made  and  28  reno- 
vated. 

From  68  per  cent  to  70  per  cent 
of  the  amount  paid  each  month  for 
board  and  wages  represents  earnings 
of  the  blind  employes,  while  the  see- 
ing employes  receive  from  30  per 
cent  to  32  per  cent.  This  is  as  it 
should  be,  but  far  different  from  the 
amounts  paid  to  the  blind  in  similar 
institutions  in  other  states.  Other 
than  the  superintendent,  all  the  in- 
structors are  blind. 

The  trades  taught  and  industries 
carried  on  in  the  institutions  are 
broom  making,  mattress  making  and 
renovating,  chair  seating,  basketry, 
wea/ving  and  sewing.  In  addition  to 
work  and  instruction  in  the  indus- 
tries mentioned,  typewriting  and  the 
reading  of  the  Braille  and  Moon  type 
are  taught.  No  endeavor  is  made  to 
teach  typewriting  so  that  the  pupil 
may  be  able  to  fill  an  office  position, 
but  training  is  given  so  that  the 
blind  persons  are  able  to  write  their 
letters  without  having  to  engage  the 
services  of  a  seeing  person.  This  is 
especially  useful  and  is  appreciated 
by  the  blind  when  writing  to  rela- 
tives and  friends  who  are  unable  to 
read   the   raised    type. 

Mr.  Baldwin  said  that  ihe  most 
profitable  trade  for  an  able-bodied 
blind  man  to  learn  is  broom  making. 
The  men  making  the  brooms  are 
paid  a.  minimum  wage,  but  are  on  a 
piece  work  basis.  They  receive  from 
72  cents  to  $1.20  a  dozen  for  winding 
and  sewing. 

Only  the  besi  materials  are  used 
in  the   manufacture    of   these   brooms 


and  every  broom  Is  k<>ih  on  a  guar- 
anty   ms    in    its    material    and    work- 

iiip.     No  seconds  arc  nun 
i  01     tins    reason,    Mr.    Baldwin 
plained,   the  Officers  Of  the  institution 
have    never    felt    that    their    market 

was  interfered  win  bs    tl taking  of 

inferior    brooms    In    the    Maine    State 
Prison. 

"In  the  mattress  department,  th< 
men  are  paid  by  the  week  It  has 
not  been  practical  to  establish  a 
schedule  there,  as  the  work  is  not 
as  constant  as  in  the  broom  depart- 
ment.       I'raetuall>      all      kinds     and 

es   of   mattresses   are   made,     n 
eluding  bunk,  sort   top  nine,  combin- 
ation   soft    top    and    bottom,    cotton, 
wool  and  hair  mattresses.     All  kinds 
of  mattresses  are  received  al   the  in- 
stitution  for   renovation      and      more 
work   in    this   l!ne   is   needed   to   keep 
the   men   busy  all   the   time.     In   the 
mattress   work,    the   members   of   the 
sewing  department  make  all  the  ticks 
and  do  any  altering  that  is  needed.  It 
is  worth   one's  effort  to  call  and  see 
the    work    done    in    this    department, 
and  the  cutting  and  making  of  cloth- 
ing,    which    is     being   done    for     the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 
Chair  seating  was  one  of  the  first 
industries   found   practical    lor   blind. 
For   a   long   time    this   was    the   only 
industry  or" trade  taught  tliem.  Todaj 
the  blind  are  finding  employment  in 
many„lines  of  work,  industrial,  com- 
mercial and   professional,   in  factory* 
store   and    office.      People    with    sigfU 
are    gradually     beginning    to     realize 
that    there   ate    many   lines    of   work 
that  the  blind  can  do  equally  as  well 
[as  operatives  with  sight,  and  that  in 
the  factories,  the  blind  are  not  more 
liable  to  accident  than  are  employes 
who    have    sight.      One    of    the    most 
difficult    problems    In    the    work   with 
the  blind   is   to  educate   the   public  as 
to  what  the  blind  are  capable  of  do- 
In  the  caning  department  all  kinds 
of   chair   work   are   done,   except  up- 
holstery.     That   feature   was   discon- 
tinued some  years  ago  as  not  being 
practicable.     Today  the  blind   do  or- 
dinary  hand   caning   on   machines   or 
splint    seats,    oval    and    fiat    pith,    as 
used  in  the  ordinary  porch  chair,  ash 
splint  in  any  form   of  basket  weave 
and    rush    seats.      The    rush    seat    is 
made  of   flag,   or   what    is   commonly 
known     as     "cat-o-nint-tails."     The 
flag    is    woven    into    one    continuous 
strand.  In  the  last  IS  months,  n> 
200  rush   seats  have  been    made.  For 
the   first   time    in    several    years,    the 
department  is  caught  up  on  its  chair 
work    and    is    in    need    of    cane    seat 
work,   in   order  to  be   kept   busy. 

In  basketry,  the  blind  make  fern- 
eries, window  baskets,  waste  naper 
baskets,  trays  and   eo  All  the 

basket    work     is    made    of    reed     and 
made    only   on    order. 

A  department  of  piano  tuning  was 
recently  opened  a!  the  Institution,  it 
is  in  "i     Edward    Conoly,    a 

Portland  young  man,  who  has  had  a 
I  the  Perkina  in- 
stitution for  the  Blind,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  two  s  i 
For  some  time  he  has  been  employed 
in  a  piano  factory  Id  Boston,  and  lip 
has  now  returned  to  his  home  city  to 
build   up  h   business  for   himself. 

Perhaps  fio  per  cent  of  the  blind  in 
Maine  are   more   than   50    years  of 
and   unable  to   leave    their   homes 
8    lengthy   pen  ,,t    m.  „, 


are  unable   to  attend   this   Institution 

i     a     trade.     There     ai 
.Mam.     no     home    teachers    (oi     the 

blind.  In  order  that  those  who  wish 
to  be  taught  the  r<  acHng  ol  the  n 
type  may  receive  suoVairaining,  the 
Governor  and  Council  will  permit 
such  blind  persons  to  come  to  the 
institution  In  Portland  ' 
tion,    without     lessening 

lief  they   are   t 
State    except    dining   »h< 
their      instruction.      The 
'.ime  required     in     igarn 

dividual.  MPhfn  the  ability  to  read 
and  write  InVraised  typ^^stem  has 

been    1 1  i|ii\   'I     Mi  i  J&0((\\\ has 

access  to  somw^r^ie  best  literature, 
as  well  as  magazines,  short  stories 
and  current  news  items.  This  brings 
about  a  happy  condition  of  mind 
and  fills  with  pleasure  many  hours 
that  would  otherwise  be  wasted. 

In  conclusion.  Superintendent 
Baldwin  asked  that  the  names  of 
blind  people  unable  to  attend  the  in- 
stitution be  sent  him,  in  order  that 
he  might  get  in  touch  with  them  and 
endeavor,  if  possible,  to  brighten 
th/ir  pathway. 


ro'rtla.wdL  ,    Ma.iW&,    Jfevvs. 
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FUND  FOR  BLIND > 
GETS  UNDERWAY 

Campaign  Headquar- 
ters in  Charge  Of 
Mra.  Joseph  Doane 

JUCk 

H*H*]uaVtcrs     for     the    Christmas 
Fund  for  the-Bliml  are  open  and  a 
vigorous  campaign  is  being  conduct- 
ed   to    make    Christmas      this      year 
brighter   and    better    for     the      blind 
people    of   Maine    than    ever    before. 
Representative  "William  Bissett,  him- 
self a  blind  man  and  intensely  inter 
ested    in   helping     others     -who     are 
blind,  is  in  charge  of  the  campaign 
Mrs.   Joseph   Doane    is   in   charge   of 
headquarters  at  229  Federal  Street. 
Letters  have  been    sent    out  to  the 
young  ladies  who  helped  on  Tag  Day 
last    year,    asking      them      to    repeat 
their   services.     Tag   Day.    this   year 
will  be  Saturday,  Nov.  26. 

A  Christmas  party  will  be  held   in 
Krye  Hall.  Dec.   19.     Memhers  of  the 
Thirteen    Club    have    volunt 
furnish  transportation   for  the  blind. 


jBostov^.    M«.ss.,    J 
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Where  the  Blind  May  Guide 

Manager  Harry  A.  Brinkerhoff  of 
Portland  wondered  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to  arrange  signals  for  the  guid- 
ance of  blind  persons  in  crossing  the 
streets  of  the  Maine  city.  Lights  give 
notice  and  warning  to  those  who  see, 
but  lights  are  not  audible.  With  this 
fact  in  mind,  the  city  manager  called 
into  conference  Millard  W.  Baldwin,  su- 
perintendent of  the  Maine  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  Mr.  Baldwin  opened  the  con- 
ference.  "The  blind  people  are  much 
pleased  with  your  red  and  green  traffic 
lights  and  find  them  of  great  assistance," 
he  said.  Explanation  for  the  benefit  of 
a  somewhat  perplexed  city  manager  fol- 
lowed. The  cessation  of  the  sounds  of 
the  motor  traffic,  the  shuffling  of  feet  rf 
pedestrians,  lie  was  told,  enabled  the 
blind  to  visualize  an  opportunity  to  crass 
the  street  in  safety.  Additional  sounds 
would  be  confusing  rather  than  helpful. 

The  experience  of  the  city  manager  in 
Portland  may  serve  as  reminder  that  we 
seldom  if  ever  hear  of  a  blind  person  be- 
ing run  down  by  a  motor  car,  yet  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  blind  move  about 
in  city  streets,  frequently  crossing  from 
curb  to  curb.  In  many  cases,  of  course, 
they  are  aided  by  the  guiding  hand  of 
someone  who  sees,  but  there  are  in- 
stances in  which  the  man  who  must  see 
by  touch  and  hearing  crosses  the  street 
unassisted.  If  he  cannot  stop,  look  and 
listen,  he  does  stop  and  listen. 

But  among  the  happy-go-lucky  multi- 
tude of  those  who  are  capable  of  seeing 
with  their  eyes  are  many  who  dodge  from 
sidewalk  to  street  with  no  regard  to  their 
safety.  They  might  take  a  lesson  from 
the  sightless  who  observe  the  flashing 
of  the  lights  where  lights  are  provided 
and  who  pause  to  listen  at  other  places. 
Evidently  there  are  ways  in  which  the 
blind  may  serve  as  guides. 


